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APPROBATION. 


hs 


ta The endures, . tas obtained the 


s  charafter of a learned, and even of an inge- 


nibus man, have read this 1 man uſcript, which, in 
pile of m 2 I have found to be curious, enter- 
taining, moral, Pbilg ofo ophical, and capable of ＋ 
 fording pleaſure even fo thoſe who hate romance. 
I have therefore decried it ; and have aſſured 

| the Cadile efquier that it i is an abominable perform-_ | 


ance. 
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"The 18th of the Month Sele e t. in ch 837th - 1 
1 T6 ear of the SOA. Vs 1 


(Dicer of the eyes, torment:of "the * 9 
yand light of the mind, I kiſs not the duſt of thy. 4 
feet, becauſe thou never walkeſt; or walkeſt only 
on the arpets of Iran, or in paths ſtrewed „„ 
roſes. I offer thee the tranſlation of à book, written 
by an d cient ſage; who, having the happines. „ 
to have nothing to do, amufbdh himfelf in compo. 3 
ſimg the hiſtory of Zadig ; ; a work which performs 4 
more than it promiſes. 1 beſeech thee to read | 
.* mad examine it; for, though thou art in the ſpring 
of life, and every pleaſure courts thee to its em- 
brace; though thou att beautiful, and thy beauty 
de embelliſhed by thy admirable talents ; tho 
thou art praiſed from evening to morning, and, 
on all theſe accounts, haſt a right to be deyoid - 
of common ſenſe; yet thou haſt a ſound judg- 
ment, and a fine taſte ; and I have heard thee rea- 
3 fon with more accuracy than the old derviſes, 
"7 with their Tong beards. "JD 2 bonncts. 
= 88 Thou 


Fn » 5 g v F x 4 
— 3 f * 4 4 4 [ 3 


* FE oo 


1 
| Thou art ferent, without Pants diſtruſtful; 
gentle without weakneſs; and ent with 5 
diſcernment. Thou loveſt thy friends, and mak- 
eſt thyſelf no enemies. Thy wit never borrows 
its charms from the ſhafts of detraction; tho 
neither ſayeſt nor doeſt any ill, notwithſtanding 
that both are ſo much in thy power. In a word, 
thy ſoul hath always appeared to me to be as, pure 
and unſullied as thy . beauty. Beſides, thou haſt 
ſome little knowledge in philoſophy, which makes 
me believe that thou wilt take more pleaſure than 


others of thy ſex in peruſing the work of this ve⸗ 15 
nerable ge. GE. 


% 


2} is was originally vritten in the ancient t Chaldes, : 
a language which neither thou nor I under 
ſtand. It was afterwards tranſlated into the Ara- 
bic, to amuſe the famous, ſultan - Oulougbeg, much 
about the time that the Arabians and the Perſians 
began to write the Thouſand and One Nights, the 
Thouſand and One Days, Oc. Ouloug was fond 
of reading Zadig; but the ſultanas were fonder of 
the Thouſand and One- How can you prefer 
(would the wiſe Ouloug ſay to them) thoſe ſtories 
7 which have neither ſenſe nor meaning ?” © It is 
== for that very reaſon bed che e that 1 we 
118 7 : like them?! ©: nr 
I FLATTER myſelf that thou wilt not reſemble theſe 5 
thy predeceſſors; but that thou wilt be a true 
Ouloug. 1 even hope, that when thou art tired 
=. with 
þ i ; 9 0 


4 —J 
with thoſe general converſations; which differ 
from the Thouſand and One in nothing but in 
being leſs. agreeable, I ſhall have the honour to 
entertain thee for a moment with a rational dil- 
courſe. Hadſt thou been Thaleſtris, i in the time 
"of Scander the ſon of Philip ; ; hadſt thou been 
the queen of Sheba in the time of Solomon, 


" theſe are the very kings that would have paid 
| thee a viſit. - 


5 
i 
33 
EE 


I pray the . powers, that thy Sa) 


1 Jay be unmixed, thy beauty never fading, and 
I e We end. 


e eee 
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ORIENTAL HISTORY. 


A 


The Bunxo of One Eve. * 


HERE lived at Bab ylon, in the reign af king 
Moabdar, a young man, named Zadig, of a 


. 800d natural diſpoſition; ſtrengthened and i (improv- 


ed by education. Tho' rich and young, he had 
learned to moderate his paſſions: he had nothing 
{tiff or affected in his behaviour; he did not pretend 
to examine every action by the ſtrict rules of rea- 


ſon, but was always ready to make proper allow- 


ances for the weakneſs of mankind. It was mat- 


ter of ſurprize, that, notwithſtanding his ſprightly 


wit, he never expoſed by his raillery thoſe vague, 


incoherent, and noiſy diſcourſes, thoſe raſh cen- 
ſures, ignorant deciſions, coarſe jeſts, and all that 


empty jingle of words which at Babylon went by 
the name of Converſation. ' He had learned, in-the 
firſt book of Zoroaſter, that ſelf- love is a foot-ball 
| ſwelled with wind, from which, when pierced, the 


moſt terrible tempeſts ifſue forth. Above all, 


* : * 


» The reader wil at once perceive that this piece is a divert- - 


ing picture of human life, in which the author has ingeniouſly 


contrived to ridicule and ſtigmatize the follies and vices that 
abound in every ſtation. 


Vol. I. 1 | - Zadig 
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The BLixp of One EYE. 
Zadig never boaſted of his conqueſts among the 
women, nor affected to entertain a contemptible 
opinion of the fair ſex. He was generous, and 
was never afraid of obliging the ungrateful; re- 
membering the grand .precept of Zoroaſter, 
„When thou eateſt, give to the dogs, ſhould they 
even bite thee.” He was as wiſe as it is poſhble for 
man tobe; for he ſought to live with the wiſe. In- 
ſtructed in the ſciences of the ancient Chaldeans, 
: be underſtood the principles -f. natural philoſophy, 
= fuch as they were then ſuppoſed to be; and knew 
alkẽfãs much df metaphyſics as hath ever deen known. 
. in any age, that is, little or nothing at all. He 
= was firmly perſuaded, notwithſtanding the new 
E _ _ philoſophy of the times, that the year conſiſted of 
© - three! hundred and fixty-five days and fix hours, 
3 and that the ſun was in the center of the world. 
But when the principal magi told him, with a 
_ haughty and contemptuous air, that his ſentiments 
_ = were of a dangerous tendency, nd that it was to 
be an enemy to the ſtate to believe that the ſun _ 
revolved round its own axis, and that the year had 
twelve months, he held his 8 with great mo- 
defty and meekneſs*, 
Poſſeſſed as he was of great Sen and RET 
quently of many friends, bleſſed with a good con- 
ſtitution, a handſome figure, a mind juſt and mode- 
rate, and a heart noble and ſincere, he fondly ima- 
ct that he might eaſily be happy. He was go- 
ing to be married to Semira, who, in point of 
beauty, birth, and fortune; was the firſt match in 
OW He had a real and virtuous affection 


* : 


— OD, 


7 


15 Allading 1 to 155 ſtory of Galileo, Who was * in 
the inquiſition at Rome under Pope Urban VIII. for having 
taught the motion of the earth and obli 60 to retract that doctrine. 


bor 


„„ The Branp of One 1 Et. 11 


for this lady, and fhe loved him with the moſt 
paſſionate fondneſs. The happy moment was al- 


moſt arrived, that was to unite them for ever in the 


bands of wedlock, when happening to take a walk 
together towards one of the gates of Babylon, un- 
der the palm- trees that adorn the banks of the 


Euphrates, they ſaw ſome men approaching, armed 


with fabres and arrows. Theſe were the attend- 
_ ants of young Orcan, the miniſter's nephew, whom 
his uncle's creatures had flattered into an Wan 
that he might do every thing with impunity. 

had none of the graces nor virtues of Zadig; 1655 


thinking himſelf a much more accompliſhed man, 
he was enraged to find that the other was preferred 
before him. This jealouſy, which was merely the 


effect of his vanity, made hiin imagine that he was 
deſperately in love with Semira; and accordingly 
he reſolved to carry her off. The raviſhers ſeized 
her; in the violence of the outrage they wounded 


her, and made the blood flow from a perſon, the 
ſight of which would have ſoftened the tygers of 


mount Imaus. She pierced the heavens with her 
complaints. She cried out, My dear huſband ! 
they tear me from the man I adore.” Regardleſs 
of her own danger, ſhe was only concerned for the 
fate of her dear Zadig, who, in the mean time, 
defended himſelf with all the ſtrength that courage 


and love could inſpire. Aſſiſted only by two 


flaves, he put the raviſhers'to flight, and carried 
home Semira, inſenſible and bloody as ſhe was. 
On opening her eyes, and beholding her deliverer, 
O Zadig, (ſaid ſhe,) I loved thee formerly as my 
intended huſband; I now love thee as the preſerver 
of my honour and my life.” Never was heart more 


deeply affected than that of Semira. Never did a 
more charming mouth expreſs more moving 
. ſenfi⸗ 
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| 1a The TITTY of One Eve. 


ſenlaents,rin thoſe glowing words inſpired bra 
ſenſe of the greateſt of all favours, and by the mol 5 
tender tranſports of a lawful paſſion. Her wound 
was flight, and was ſoon e e Zadig was more 
dangerouſly wounded ; an afrow had pierced him 
near his eye, and penetrated to a conſiderable 


depth. Semira wearied heaven with her prayers 


for the recovery of her lover. Her eyes were con- 
ſtantly bathed in tears; ſhe anxiouſly waited the 
happy moment when thoſe of Zadig ſhould be able 
to meet her's ; but an abſceſs growing on the 

unded eye, gave every thing to fear. A meſſenger - 
was immediately diſpatched to Memphis, for the 
great phyſician Hermes, who came with a nume- 
rous retinue. He viſited the patient, and declared 


that he would loſe his eye. He even foretold the 


day and hour when this fatal event would happen. 
Had it been the right eye, (ſaid he) 1 could eaſily 
have cured it; but the wounds of the left eye are 
incureable.” All Babylon lamented the fate of 
Zadig, and admired the profound knowledge of 
Hermes. In two days the abſceſs broke of its own 
accord, and Ladig was perfectly cured. Hermes 


wrote a book, to prove that it ought not to have 
been cured. Zadig did not read it: but, as ſoon 


as he was able to go abroad, he went to pay a viſit 
to her in whom all his hopes of happinels were 
centered, and for whoſe ſake alone he withed to 
have eyes. - Semira had been in the country for 
three days paſt. He learned on the road, that 
that fine lady, having openly declared that ſhe had 

unconquerable averſion to one- eyed men, had 
the night before given her hand to Orcan. At 
this news he fell ſpeechleſs to the ground. His 
ſorrows brought him almoſt to the brink of the 
ee Hees was * N but reaſon at 
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laſt got the better of his afliction; and the ſeve- 
rity of his fate ſerved even to conſole a 
„ Sinos (ſaid he) J have ſuffered ſo much from 
the cruel caprice of a woman educated at court, I 
muſt nov think of marrying the daughter of a 
citizen.” He pitched upon Azora, a lady of the 
greateſt prudence, and of the beſt family in town. 
He married her, and lived with her for three 
months in all the delights of the moſt tender uni- 
on. He only obſerved that ſhe had a little levity 
and was too apt to find that thoſe young men who 
had the moſt handſome perſons were a pol- 
ſeſſed of moſt wit and virtue. 


The NOSE = 


INE morning Azora returned from a walk in 

a terrible paſſion, and uttering the moſt vio- 
lent exclamations. What aileth thee, (ſaid he) 
my dear ſpouſe? what is it that can thus have dij- 

compoſed thee?” f* Alas, (ſaid ſhe)". thou wouldeſt 
be as much enraged as J am, hadft thou ſeen what 
I have juſt beheld. I have been to comfort the 
young widow Coſrou, who, within thele two days, 
| hath raiſed a tomb to her young huſband, near the 
rivulet that waſhes the ſkirts of this mende She 
vowed to heaven, in the bitterneſs-of her grief, to 
remain at this tomb, while the water of the rivulet 
| ſhould continue to run near it.” „Well, (ſaid 
Zadig) ſhe is an excellent woman, and foved her 
abt with the molt ſincere aMection:?* Ah, 
(replied Azora) didſt thou but know in what ſne 
was employed when I went to wait upon her!“ 
In what, pray, beautiful Azora? was ſhe turning 
the courſe of the rivulet?“ Aaora broke out into 
9820 Wh” OA OY : | ſu- :N 
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ſuch long invectives, ns loaded the young widow 
with ſuch bitter reproaches, that Zadig was far 


from being pleaſed with this oftentation of virtue. 
Zadig had a friend, named Cador, one of thoſe 


young men in whom his wife diſcovered more pro- 


bity and merit than in others. He made him his 
confident, and ſecured his fidelity as much as poſ- 
fible, by a conſiderable preſent. Azora having 
paſſed two days with a friend in the country, return- 


ed home on the third. The ſervants told her, with 
tears in their eyes, that her huſband died ſuddenly 
the night before: that they were afraid to ſend 
Her an account of this mournful event; and that 


they had juſt been depoſiting his corps in the tomb 
of his anceſtors, at the end of the garden. She 
wept, ſhe tore ber hair, and ſwore ſne would fol- 


low him to the grave. In the evening, Cador 


begged leave to wait upon her, and joined his tears 
with her's. Next day they wept leſs, and dined 
together. Cador told her, that his friend had left 
kim the greateſt part of his eſtate ; and that he 


ſhould think himſelf extremely happy in ſharing 


his fortune with her.. The lady wept, fell into a 


paſi ion, and at laſt became more mild and gentle. 
They fat longer at ſupper than at dinner. They 
now talked with greater confidence. Azora prail- 


ed the deceaſed; but owned that he had many fall by 


ing 8 from W Cador was free. 


During ſupper, Cador complained of a violent 
pain in his ſide. The lady, greatly concerned, and 
| eager to ſerve him, cauſed all kinds of eſſences to 
be brought, with which ſhe anointed him, to try if 
_ Jome of them might not poſſibly eaſe him of his 
pain. She lamented that the great Hermes was 


not ſtill in Babylon. She even condeſcended to 
touch the lide 1 in which Cador felt ſuch 3 
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pain. Art thou ſubject to this cruel diſorder | 757 
ſaid ſhe to him with a compaſſionate air. It 
fometimes brings me (replied Cador) to the brink 
of the grave; and there is but one remedy that can 


give me relief, and that 1s, to apply to my fide the 


noſe of a man who is, lately dead.” © A ftrange 


remedy, indeed !” ſaid Azora. © Not more ſtrange. 
(replied he) than the ſachels of Arnou againſt the 


apoplexy*.” This reaſon, added to the great me- 
rit of the young man, at laſt determined the lady. 


Alter all, (ſays ſhe) when my huſband ſhall croſs 


the bridge Tchinavar, in his journey to the other 


world, the angel Aſrael will not refuſe him a. paſ- 


ſage, becauſe his noſe-is a little ſhorter in the ſecond 


life than it was in the firſt.” She then took a ra- 


zor, went to her huſband's tomb, bedewed it wit 


her tears, and drew near - to cut off the noſe 6f 


Zadig, whom ſhe found extended at full length in 


the tomb. Zadig aroſe, holding his noſe with one 
hand, and putting back the razor with the other, 


9 Madam, (ſaid he) don't exclaim ſo violently a- 


gainſt young Coſrou: the project of cutting off my 


| Noſe is _ to that of turning the courſe of a 
| rivulet f. 1 
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ZW found by experience, that the firſt | 


month of ning as it 18 written in the 


—_ > ** — 


in There was at N time a N named Arnou, who, 
according to his advertiſements in the Gazettes, cured and pre- 


vented all kinds of apoplexics, by a little bag hung about the 
neck. 
+ One fern the author dad f in his 5 the RIEL fable of 
the DO matron. 
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880 of Zend. is the moon of honev, ind 850 
. the ſecond is the moon of wormwood. He was 
ob 'F ſome time after obliged to repudiate Azora, who 
158 became too difficult to be pleaſed; and he then 
1 ſought for happineſs in the ſtudy of nature. No 
. 1 man (ſaid he) can be happier than a philoſopher, 
0 who reads in this great book, which God hath 
= placed before our eyes. The truths he diſcovers 
-P are his own, he nouriſhes and exalts his foul ; he 
| lives in peace; he fears nothing from men; and 
his tender ſpouſe will not come to cut off his noſe.” 
. Poſſeſſed of theſe ideas, he retired to a country- 
= houſe on the banks of the Eupbrates. There he 
| did not employ himſelf in calculating how many 
| inches of water flow in a ſecond of time under the | 
|  - arches of a bridge, or whether there fell a cube-line 
of rain in the month of the Mouſe more than in 
the month of the Sheep. . He never dreamed of 
pp making ſilk of cobwebs, or porcelain of broken 
1 bottles; but he chiefly ſtudied the properties of 
1 plants and animals; and ſoon acquired a ſagacity 
it that made him diſcover a thouſand 'differences 
li where other men ſee nothing but uniformity. 
| 55 One day, as he was walking near a little "wood, 
0 be ſaw one of the queen's eunuchs running to- 
wwards him, followed by ſeveral officers, who ap- 
| pPeared to be in great perplexity, and who ran to 
ili ' and fro like men diſtracted, eagerly ſearching for 
i ſomething they had loſt of great value. Young 
man, (faid the firſt eunuch) haſt thou ſeen the 
- queen's dog? © It is a bitch, (replied Zadig with 
great modeſty) and not. a dog. 2» Thou art in 
the right,” returned the firſt eunuch. © It is a 
very ſmall ſhe-ſpaniel, (added Zadig); ſhe has lately 
he ſhe. lips on the left fore-foot, and has 
* very long 0 Thou haſt ſeen her, 225 4 77 
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Frſt eunuch, quite out. of breath. No, (replied 


Zadig) I have not ſeen her, nor did I ſo much as 
know that the queen' had a bitch.“ 


Exactly at the ſame time, by one of the common 


freaks of fortune, the fineſt horſe in the king's 


ſtable had eſcaped from the jockey in the plains of 


Babylon. The principal  huntiman, and all the 
other officers, run after him with as much eager- 
neſs and anxiety as the firſt eunuch had done after 
the bitch. The 
' himſelf to Zadig, and aſked him if he had not ſeen 
the king s horſe paſſing by. He is the fleeteſt 
horſe in the king's ſtable, (replied Zadig); he is five 

feet high, with very 

feet and an half in length; the ſtuds on his bit are 
gold of twenty- three carats, and his ſhoes are ſilver 
of eleven penny. weight. * e What way did he 


principal huntſman addreſſed 


ſmall hoofs, and a tail three 


take? where is he?“ demanded the chief huntſ- 
man. I have not ſeen him, (replied e 


and never heard talk of him before.” . 


The principal huntſman and the firſt exits - 


3 doubted but that Zadig had ſtolen the 


king's horſe and the queen's bitch. They there- 


fore had him condy ted before the aſſembly of the 
1 pen deſterham, 


yho condemned him to the 
nout, and to ſpend the reſt of his days in Siberia *. 
Hardly was the ſentence paſſed when the horſe 


and the bitch were both found. The judges were 
ae to ne N Rs N of reverſing | 
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he would never have dreamed of inflicting a Ruſſian puniſhmenr 


on a Babylonian criminal; far leſs of ſending him in exile from 
ates into the 1957 of Siberia. 
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_.. their ſentence ; but they condemne Zadig to pay 
flour Hundred ounces of gold, for hFving faid that 
he had not ſeen what he had ſeen. This fine he 
Was obliged to pay; after which he was permit- 
ed to plead his cauſe before the counſel of the 
_ grand Sckerham, when he ſpoke to the i 
effect: 
„ Le ſtars of tation, abyſs of Miene, mirrors 
ef truth, who have the weight of lead, the hard- 
neſs of iron, the ſplendour of the diamond, and. 
many of the properties of gold: Since I am permit- 


vou by Oromades, that I have never ſeen the 

'_ _ » queen's reſpectable bitch, nor the ſacred horſe of 
the king of kings. The truth of the matter was 
as follows : I was walking towards the little wood, 
where I afterwards met the venerable eunuch, and 
the moſt illuſtrious chief huntſman. I obſerved: 


ly perceive them to be thoſe of a little dog. The 
light and long furrows impreſſed on little emi- 
nences of ſand between the marks of the paws, 
plainly diſcovered that it was a bitch, whoſe dugs 
were hanging down, and that therefore ſhe mult 
have whelped a few days before. Other traces of 
2 a different kind, that always appeared to have gent- 
ly bruſhed the ſurface of the ſand near the marks 

. of the fore-fect, ſhewed me that ſhe had very long 
ears; and as I remarked that there was always a 

- fighter impreſſion made on the ſand by one foot 
than by the other three; I found that the bitch of 


lowed the expreſſion. 

With regard to the horſe of the king of kings, 
ou will be pleaſed to know, that walking in the 
lanes of * Wen I obſerved the marks of a 


horle's | 


ted to ſpeak before this auguſt aſſembly, I ſwear to 


on the ſand the traces of an animal, and could eaſi- 


> 
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| our auguſt queen was a little lame, if 1 may be al. "I 
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horſe's ſhoes, all at equal diſtances. This muſt be 
a horſe, ſaid I to myſelf, that gallops excellently.” 
The duſt on the trees in a narrow road that was 
but ſeven feet wide was a little bruſhed off, at the 
diſtance of three feet and a half from: the middle 
of the road. This horſe, ſaid I, has a tail three 
feet aid a half long, which being whiſked to the 
right and left, has ſwept away the duſt. I obſerv- 

ed under the trees that formed an arbour five feet 
in height, that the leaves of the branches were 
newly fallen; from whence I inferred that the horſe” 
had touched them, and that he muſt therefore be 
five feet high. As to his bit, it muſt be gold of 
1 2 carats, for he had rubbed its boſſes 
4 againſt a ſtone which I knew to be a touchſtone, - 
and which I have tried. In a word, from the 
marks made by his ſhoes on flints of another kind, 
I concluded that he was ſhod* with filver eleven 
deniers fine.“ All the judges admired Zadig for 
his acute and profound diſcernment. The news 
of this ſpeech was carried even to the king and 
| queen. Nothing was talked. of but Zadig in the 
S antichambers, the chambers, and the cabinet; and 
though many of the Magi were of opinion that he 
ought to be burnt as a. ſorcerer, the king ordered 
his officers to reſtore. him the four hundred ounces 
of gold which he had been obliged do pay. The 
regiſter, the attornies, and bailiffs, went to lib houſe 
with great formality, to carry him back his: four 
hundred ounces. They only retained three hun- 
dred and ninety- eight of them to defray the expen- 
ces of juſtice; and their ſervants demanded their 
Zadig ſaw how extremely dangerous it ſometimes 
is to appear too knowing, and therefore reſolved, 
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| chat on the next occaſion of the We nature he 
would not tell what he had ſeen. 5 

Buch an opportunity ſoon offered. A priſoner . 

of ſtate made his eſcape, and paſſed under the win- 


dos of Zadig's houſe. Zadig was examined and | 


made no anſwer. But it was proved that he had 
looked at the priſoner from this window. For 
this crime he was condemned to pay five hundred 

ounces of gold; and, according to the polite cuſ- 

tom of Babylon, he thanked his judges for their in- 
dulgence. Great God! ſaid he to himſelf, what 
A misfortune i it is. to walk in a wood through which 
the queen's bitch or the king's horſe have paſſed ! 
how dangerous to look out at a window and hoW 
Ann 2c to be © happy in A life!“ | 
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; ale reſolved to comfort himſelf by philofs- 
phy and friendſhip, for the evils he had ſuffer- 
ed from fortune. He had in the ſuburbs of Ba- 
5 by lon a houſe elegantly furniſhed, in which he af. 


ſembled all the arts and all the pleaſures worthy the = 


paurſuit of a gentleman. In the morning his Ubra- 
ry was open to the learned. In the evening, his 
table was ſurrounded by good company. But he 
ſoon found what very dangerous gueſts theſ men 
of letters are. A warm diſpute aroſe on one of 
Zoroaſter's laws, which forbids the eating of a 
Sriffn. Why, faid ſome of them, prohibit the 
eatin of 2 grithn, if there is no ſuch animal in na- 
ture? There muſt neceſſarily be ſuch an ani- 
mal, (aid the others,) ſince Zoroaſter forbids 
us to cat it.” Zadig would fain have recon- 
7 W them by ſaying, Cl If there are no griffins, p 


1 


The Envious MAN. 5 21 


we cannot poſſibly eat them; and. thus either way | 
we ſhall obey, Zorcaſter.” ; 


A learned man, who. had compoſed thirteen 505 | 


lumes on the properties of the griffin, and was 1 


ſides the chief theurgite, haſted away to accuſe 
Zadig before one of the principal Magi, named 
Vebor, the greateſt blockhead, and therefore the 
greateſt fanatick among the Chaldeans. This man 
would have empaled Zadig to do honour to the 
ſun, and would then have recited the breviary of 
Zoroaſter with greater ſatisfaction. The friend 
Cador (a friend is better than a hundred prieſts) 
went to Yebor, and ſaid to him, Long live the 
ſun and the griffins; beware of puniſning Zadig; 
he is a ſaint ; he has griſfins in his inner court, and 

does not eat them; and his accuſer is an heretic, 

who dares to maintain that rabbits have cloven 
feet, and are not unclean.” „Well, (ſaid Vebor, 
ſhaking his bald pate) we muſt empale Zadig for 
having thought contemptuoully of grithns, and the 
other for having ſpoke diſreſpectfully of rabbits.” 
Cador huſhed up the affair by means of a maid of 
honour: who had bore him a child, and who had 


great intere{t in the college of the Magi. No . WF 


was empaled. This lenity occaſioned a great 
murmuring among ſome of the doctors, who from 
thence predicted the fall of Babylon k. U pon 
What does happineſs depend, (ſaid Zadig) _ am 
perſecuted by every thing in the world, even on ac- 
count of beings that have no exiſtence.” He curled 
thoſe men of learning, and reſolved for the future 
to live with none but good See 
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He afſembled at his houſe the moſt TEENY 
and the moſt beautiful ladies of Babylon. He 
gave them delicious ſuppers, often preceded by 


+ =. concerts of muſick, and always animated by polite 


converſation, from which he knew how to baniſh 
that affeckation of wit, which is the ſureſt method 
of preventing it entirely, and of ſpoiling the plea- 
ſure of the moſt agreeable ſociety. Neither the 
choice of his friends, nor that of the difhes, was 
made by vanity; for in every thing he preferred the 
ſubſtance to the ſhadow; and by theſe means he 
procured that real reſpect to which he did not aſpire. 
| poſite to his houſe lived one Arimazes, a 
man whoſe deformed countenance was but a faint 
| pi dure of his ſtill more deformed mind. His heart 
vas mixture of malice, pride, and envy. Hav- 
ing never been able to ſucceed in any of his under- 
takings, he revenged himſelf on all around him, by 
loading them with the blackeſt calumnies. Rich 
28 be was, he found it difficult to procure a fet of 


flatterers. The rattling of the chariots that entered 


Zadig's court in the evening filled him with unea- 
ſineſs; the ſound of his praiſes enraged him till 
more. He ſometimes' went to Zadig's houfe, and 
fat down at table without being deſired; where he 


ſpoiled all the pleaſure of the company, as the har- 


pies are ſaid to infect the viands they touch. It 
happened that one day he took it in his head to 
give an entertainment to a lady, who, inſtead of 
aceepting it, went to ſup with Zadig. At another 


time, as he was talking with Zadig at Court, a Mi- 


niſter of State came up to them. and invited Zadig to 
„ without inviting Arimazes. The moſt im- 

placable hatred has ſeldom a more ſolid foundation. 
This man, who in Babylon was called the Envious, - 
/ Tyres to ruin 3 Derzute he was called the 
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Happy: The opportunity of doing miſchief oc- | 


curs, a hundred times in a day, and that of doing 


good but once a n as ſayeth the wiſe Zoro- 
aſter. | 


walking in his garden with two friends anda lady, 


to whom he ſaid many gallant things, without any 
other intention than that of ſaying them. The con- 
veflation turned upon a war which the king had 
juſt brought to a happy concluſion againſt the 


prince of Hircania, his vaſſal. Zadig, who had 
ſignalized his courage in this ſhort war, beſtowed 


| great praiſes on the king, but greater {till on the 
a 


lady. He took out his pocket- book, and wrote 
four lines extempore, which he gave to this amiable 


perſon to read. His friends begged they might 
ſee them; but modeſty, or rather a well- regulated 
 ſelf-love, would not allow him to grant their re- 


queſt. He'knew that extemporary verſes are ne- 


ver approved by any but by the perſon in whoſe | 


honour they are written. He therefore tore in two 


the leaf on which he had wrote them, and threw 
both the pieces into a thicket of rofe buſhes where 


the reſt of the company ſought for them in vain. 
A flight ſhower falling ſoon after, obliged them to 


Wa. to the houſe. The envious man, who ſtaid 


in the garden, continued to ſearch, till at laſt he 
found a piece of the leaf. It had been torn in ſuch 


a manner, that each half of a line formed a com- 


plete ſenſe, and even a verſe of a ſhorter meaſure; 
but what was {till more ſurpriſing, theſe ſhort ver- 


| ſes were found to contain the moſt injurious reflec- | 


tions on the e they ran thus: 


i : We To flagrant crimes 
Thy Crown he owes, 


The envious man went to ſee Zadig, who was 
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The envious man was now happy for the firſt time 
of his life. He had it in his power to ruin a per- 
| ſon of virtue and merit. Filled with this fiend- 
ke joy, he found means to convey to the king the 
_fatire written by the hand of Zadig, who, together 
with the lady and his two friends, was thrown into 
Fi. 
His trial was ſoon finiſhed- W 01 his hows 
ütted to ſpeak for himſelf. As he was go- 
ing to receive his ſentence, the envious man threw 
himſelf in his way, and told him with a loud voice, 
that his verſes were good for nothing. Tadig did 
not value himſelf on being a good poet; but 1 8 fill 
ed him with inexpreflible concern to find that he 
was condemned for high treaſon; and that the fair 
lady and his two friends were confined in priſon 
for a crime of which they were not guilty. He 
was not allowed to ſpeak becauſe his writing ſpoke 
- for him. -Such was the law of Babylon. Accord- 
ingly he was conducted to the place of execution, 
through an immenſe crowd of ſpectators, who durſt 
not venture to expreſs their pity for him, but who 
carefully examined his countenance, to ſee if he 
died with a good grace. His relations alone were 
inconſolable; for they could not ſucceed to his 
eſtate. Three fourths of his wealth were confiſcated 
into the king's treaſury, and the other fourth Was 5 
* to the envious man. ay 


Jaſt as he was preparing for Fe he king? 1 

parrot flew from its cage, and alighted on a x © 

buſtiin Zadig's garden. A peach had been driven 

| er 5 the wind from a . n, 1 
5 ha 
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had fallen on a piece of the written leaf of the 
pocket book to which it ſtuck. The bird carried 
off the peach and the paper, and laid them on the 
| King's knee. The king took up the paper with 
great eagerneſs, and read the words, which formed 


no ſenſe, and ſeemed to be the endings of verſes: 
He loved poetry; and there is always ſome mercy 
to be expected from a prince, of that diſpoſition. 


The adventure of the t ſet hini a * 
ing. | t I” 


The queen, who ted what had been writ⸗ 


ten on the piece of Zadig's pocket - book, cauſed it 


to be brought. They compared the two pieces to- 
gether, and found them to tally exactly: they then 


read the verſes as e 125 wrote them. | 
Tyrants are prone to flagrant Crimes; 
To Clemency his Crown he owes ; 
To Concord and to peaceful Times, 
Love FOES is "the worſt of er . 


— 


The king gave immediate 18 that Zadig ſhould 


de brought before him, and that his two 1 


and the lady ſhould be ſet at liberty. Zadig fell 
proſtrate on the ground before the king and queen; 
humbly begged their pardon for having made ſuch 
bad verſes, and ſpoke with ſo much propriety, wit, 
and good ſenſe; that their majeſties. defired they 


might ſee him again. He did himſelf that honour, | ? 


and infinvated himſelf ſtill farther. into their good 
graces: They gave him all the wealth of the en- 
vious man ; but Zadig reſtored him back the 
hole of it; and this inſtance of generoſity gave 
no other pleaſure to the envious man than that of 
having * his eſtate. The king's eſteem 
Vol. I. D for 
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for Tadia zeln every day. He admitted him 
_ all his parties of pleaſure, and conſulted him 


affairs of ſtate. From that time the queen 
Bos to regard him with an eye of tendernels, 
that might one day prove dangerous to herſelf, to 
the king her auguſt conſort, to Zadig, and to the 


5 4 kingdom in general. Zadig now began to think 
chat happinels was not ſo unattainable as he had for- * 


merly imagined. 


* 4 8 24 8 
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"HE time was now arrived for celebrating a2 
grand feilival, which returned every five 


| years. It was a cuſtom in Babylpn ſolemnly to 


declare, at the end of every five/years, which of 


the citizens had performed the moſt generous ac- 
tion. The grandees and the magi were the judges. 


The firſt fatrape, who was charged with the govern- 


ment of the city, publithed the moſt noble actions 


that had paſſed ander his adminiſtration. The 
competition was decided by votes; and the kin 


prorunced the ſentence. People came to this ſo- 


lemnity from the extremities of the earth. The 
conqueror received from the monarch's hands a 
golden cup adorned with precious ſtones, his ma- 
jeſty at the ſame time making him this compliment: 4 
* Receive this reward of thy generoſity, and ma 
tae gods grant me many ſubjects like to thee.” 


This 2 being come, the king ap- 
peared on his throne, ſurrounded hy the are. i Ah 
_ , and the of all the nations that 


„ came | 


* 
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came to theſe games, where glorywas acquired not 
by the ſwiftneſs of horſes, nor by ſtrength of body, 
but by virtue. The firſt ſatrape recited, with an audi- 
ble voice, ſuch actions as might entitle the authors 


of them to this invaluable prize. He did not men- 


tion the greatneſs of ſoul with which Zadig had 
reſtored the envious man his fortune, becauſe 
it was not judged to be an action worthy: of _ 


ting the prize. 
| He firſt preſented a judge, who having made a 


citizen loſe a conſiderable cauſe by a miltake, for 
which, after all, he was not accountable, had given 
bim the whole of his own eſtate, | which was juſt 
equal to what the other had loſt. _ 
le next produced a young man, who being deſ- 


perately in love with a lady whom he was going to 


marry, had yielded her up to his friend, whoſe pal. 
fion for her had almoſt brought him to the brink 


of the grave, and at the ſame time had r W 


the lady's fortune. 


- : He afterwards produced : a ſoldier; who, 3 in tha 5 | 
Wars of Hircania, had given a {tul more noble in- 


ſtance of generoſity. A party of the enemy hav- 


ing ſeized his miſtreſs, he fought in her defence _ 


with great intrepidity. At that very inſtant he was 


informed that another party, at the diſtance of a 
few paces, were carrying off his mother; he there- 
fore left his miſtreſs with tears in his eyes, and flew 


to the aſſiſtance of his mother, At laſt, he return- 


ed to the dear object of his love, and found her ex- 


piring. He was juſt going to plunge his ſword in 
his own boſom; but his mother remonſtrating a- 


gainſt ſuch a deſperate deed, and telling him that 
he was the only ſupport of her life, he had: Lo 


courage to endure to hve. 


e judges were inclined to oive the prize to 


D 2. | . | the 
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the foldier. But the king took up. the diſcourſe 


and faid, * The action of the ſoldier, and thoſe of 
| the other, two, are doubtleſs very great, but they 


have nothing in them ſurpriſing. Yeſterday Zadig 


performed an action that filled me with wonder. 


I' bad a few days before diſgraced: Coreb, my 


' miniſter and favourite. I complained of him in the 
moſt violent and bitter terms; all my courtiers aſ- 


ſured me that I was too gentle, and ſeemed to vie 


With each other in ſpeaking ill of Coreb. I aſked 
Zadig what he thought of him, and he had the cou- 
rage to commend him. I have read in our hiſto- 


ries of many people who have atoned for aa error 


by the ſurrender of their fortune; who have re- 
ſigned a miſtreſs; or preferred a mother to the ob- 

ject of their affection; but never before did I hear 
of a courtier who ſpoke favourably of a diſgraced 
miniſter, that laboured under the diſpleaſure of his 


lovereign. J give to each of thoſe whoſe generous 


actions have been now recited, twenty thouſand 


pieces of gold; but the cup I give to Zadig.“ 


an action of all others the moſt uncommon and 
meritorious; fince, notwithſtanding thy being a 
powerful king, thou waſt not aftended at thy ſlave, 


when he preſumed to oppoſe thy paſſion.” The 
king and Zadig were equally the object of admira- 
tion. The judge who had given his eſtate to his 
client; the lover who had reſigned his miſtreſs to 
his friend; and the ſoldier, who had preferred the 
ſafety of "i mother to that of his miſtreſs, received 
the king' 8 preſents, and ſaw their names inrolled in 
the catalogue of generous men. Zadig had the 


cup, and the. ack be acquired the reputation of a 
oy * hic be did not long > The 


7 | 


\ 


May it pleaſe your majeſty, (faid Zadig,) thy. | 
ſelf alone deſerveſt the cup; thou halt performed 


5 1 ee „ 


oF - 


day was celibrated by feaſts that lated longer than 
the law enjoined; and the memory of it is ſtill pre. 


ſerved in Aſia. Tadig ſaid, Now I am happy at 
laſt;“ but he found: himſelf — deceived. 


i ETSY 
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"HF king hed loſt his firſt miniſter, and choſe 
Zadig 5 ſupply his place. All the ladies in 


5 Babylon applauded the choice; for fince the foun- 
dation of the empire there had never been ſuch a 
young miniſter. But all the courtiers were fill- 


ed with jealouſy and vexation. The enyious man, 


in particular, was troubled with a ſpitting « of blood, | 


and a prodigious inflammation in his noſe. Tadig 


having thanked the king and queen for their good- 
_ neſs, went likewiſe to thank the parrot. 6 Beaufi- 
ful bird, (ſaid he) *tis thou that haſt ſaved my life, 
and ade me firſt miniſter. The queen's bitch and 


the- king's horſe did me a great deal of miſchief ; 
but thou haſt done me much good. Upon ſuch 


ſlender threads as theſe do the fates of mortals 


hang ! but (added he) this happineſs perhaps, will 
| yaniſh very ſoon.” Soon,“ replied the parrot. 


Zadig was ſomewhat ſtartled at this word. But 
as he was a good natural philoſopher, and did not 


believe parrots to be prophets, he quickly recover- 


Wee ſpirits, and reſolved to execute his duty to 


the beſt of his power. 


He made every one feel the 1 authority of 


the laws, but no one felt the weight of his dignity. 


He never checked the deliberations of the divan; Ko 
and every. vizier might give his opinion without 
the fear of 1 incurring the miniſter's diſpleaſure. - 
| When he e gave judgment, it was not he that gave 


„ 


— 


. 


r 


” * 
* 


F018 n © » K k 
oe Els * 5 


= „ Minis TER. 


elddeſt. 


able ſum. 
to the youngeſt. ©. God be praiſed, (ſaid he) 1 
will go and reſtore to my Rader all that T have; 
but I could wiſh that he would leave my ſiſter 
what have en her.” Thou ſhalt reſtore no- 


it, it was thi law ; the. rigour of which, however, 


whenever it was too ſevere, he always took care to 


ſoften; and when laws were wanting, the equity of 


| his decifions was ſuch as might eafily have made 


them paſs for thoſe of Loroaſter. 
It is to him that the nations are indebted for Ws 
grand principle, to wit, that it is better to run the 


| riſk of ſparing the guilty than to condemn the in- 
nocent. He imagined that laws were made as well 
to ſecure the people from the ſuffering of injuries 


as to reſtrain them from the commiſſion of crimes. 


His chief talent conſiſted in diſcovering the truth, 

which all. men ſeek to obſcure. This great talent 
he put in practice from the very beginning of his 
adminiſtration. A famous merchant of Babylon, 
Who died in the Indies, divided his eſtate: equally 
between his two ſons, after having diſpoſed of 


their ſiſter in marriage, and left a preſent of thirty 
thouſand pieces of gold to that ſon who ſhould be 
found to have loved him beſt. The eldeſt raiſed a 


tomb to his memory; the youngeſt increaſed his 


ſiſter's portion, by giving her a part of his inheri- 
tance. Every one faid that the "eldeſt ſon loved 


his father beſt, and the youngeſt his ſiſter ; and 


that the thirty thouſand 3 Delenged to the 


Tadig ſent for both of thenl the one aids the 
other. To the eldeſt he ſaid, * Thy father is not 


dead; he is recovered of his laſt illneſs, and is re- 


turning to Babylon.” God be praiſed, (replied 
the young man, ) but his tomb coſt me a conſider- 
”” Tadig afterwards faid the ſame thing. 


thing, 


{ 
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| rhing, replied Zadig, and thou ſhalt have the thirty 
_ thouſand pieces, for thou art the ſon who loves his 
* belt.” 

young lady poſſeſſed of a handſome Stn 

had given a promiſe of marriage to tho magi; and 

after having, for ſome months, received the inſtruc- 

. tions of both, ſhe, proved with child. They were 

both deſirous of marrying her. L will take for 

my huſband, ſaid ſhe, the man who has put me in 

a condition to give a ſubject to the ſtate.” I am 

the man that has done the work, ſaid the one. 
n am the man that has done it,” ſaid the other. 
Well, replied the lady, I will acknowledge for 

the infant's father him that can give it the belt 

education.” The lady was delivered of a ſon. 

The two magi contended who ſhould bring Tu 

up, and the cauſe was carried before Zadig. Za- 

dig ſummoned che two magi to attend him. What 

will you teach your pupil?“ ſaid he to the firſt. 

„ will teach him, (ſaid the doctor). the eight parts 

of ſpeech, logick, aſtrology, pneumatics, what is 
meant by ſubſtance and accident, abſtract and, 

concrete, the doctrine of the monades, and the 


1 


pre-eſtabliſhed harmony.” © For my part, (ſaid 1 

the ſecond) I will endeavour to give him a ſenſe oy 

of juſtice, and to make him worthy the friendſhip +:/ 

of good men.” Zadig then cried, © Whether | we. 

| thou art his father or not, thou fhalthavehismother. N Cs 
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IN this manner he daily diſcovered: the ſubtilty 
of his genius and the goodneſs of his heart. 
The people at once admired and loved him. He 
paſſed for the OY man in the world. For 

Ty W ole 
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Whole empire reſounded with his name. All the 
ladies ogled him! All the men praiſed him for his 
juſtice. The learned regarded him as an oracle; 
and even the prieſts confeſſed that he knew more 
than the old archmagi Yebor. They were now 
ſo far from proſecuting him on account of the — 7 
fins, that they believed nothing but what he thought 

_ credible. - 

Ibere had reigned i in Babylon, for the ſpace of 
fifteen hundred years, a violent contelt that had 
divided the empire into two feas. The one pre- 

| tended that they ought to enter the temple of Mi- 

tra with the left foot foremoſt *; the other held 

this cuſtom. in deteſtation, and always entered with 
the right foot'firſt. The people waited with great 
impatience for the day on which the ſolemn feaſt 
of the facred fire was to be celebrated, to ſee which 

ſec Zadig would favour. All the world had 8 

eyes fixed on his two feet, and the whole cit 
in the utmoſt ſuſpence and perturbatian.  - — 4 
jumped into the temple with his feet joined toge- 
ther; and afterwards proved, in an eloquent diſ- 
. . that the Sovereign of heaven and earth, who , 
accepteth not the perſons of men, makes no diſtinc= , 
tion between the right and the left foot. The 
envious man and his wife alledged that his diſ- 
courſe was not figurative enough, and that he did 
not make the rocks and mountains to dance with 
ſufficient agility. He is dry, | (faid they) and 
void of genius: he does not make the ſea to fly, 
and ſtars to fall, nor the ſun to melt like wax: he 
has not the true oriental ſtile.” Tadig contented 
himſelf with having the ſtile of reaſon. All the 


0 This is probably. 2 glance ID e diſputes 3 Jaiſzniſm; 

Which, though i in themſelves inſignificant, have divided France 
into two. inveterate factions. | 

7 i World 
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wofld favoured him, not becauſe he was in the right 
: x0ad, or followed the dictates of reaſon, Or Was a 
man of real merit, but becauſe he was prime vizier. 
He terminated with the ſame happy addreſs the 
grand difference between the white and the black 
magi. The former maintained that it was the 
height of impiety to pray to God with the face 
turned towards the eaſt in winter; the latter aſ- 
ſerted that God abhorred the prayers of thoſe who 
turned towards the weſt in ſummer. Tadig « de- 
fel that every, man ſhould be allowed to turn as 
eaſed. | 
Thus he found out the happy ſecret of fniſhing 
all affairs, whether of a private or public nature, in 
the morning. The reſt of the day he e employed in 
ſuperintending and promoting the embelliſhments | 
of Babylon. He exhibited tragedies. that drew 
tears from the eyes of the ſpectators, and comedies 
that ſhook their ſides with laughter; a cuſtom! 
which had long been diſuſed, and which his good 
taſte now induced him to revive: He never affec- 
ted to be more knowing i in the polite arts than the 
artiſts themſelves ; he encouraged them by rewards 
and honours, and was never jealous of their talents. 
| In the evening the king was highly entertained © 
| | with his converſation, and the queen ſtill more. 
. . Great miniſter! '” ſaid the King. % Amiable 
i 


1 miniſter! '” ſaid the queen; and both of them added; 

"Ie would. have been a great loſs to the ſtate had 

ſuch a man been hanged.” | 8 
; Never was man in power oblig d to give fo 1 ma- 
| ny. audiences to the ladies. Mat of them came to 
' | C<onfult him about-——no buſineſs at all, that ſo 
: they might have ſome bufineſs with him. "The wife 
of the envious man was among the firſt. - She 


7 = ſwWorè to him * METS, by Zenda Noe and my: 
| LD: Vos. 1 E. the 


i * - the ſacred fire, that ſhe deteſted her huſband's con- 
| | duct: the then told him in confidence that he was a 


Jealous brutal wretch; and gave him to underſtand 
- that heaven puniſhed him for his crimes, by re- 
ö fuſing him the precious effects of the ſacred fire, : 
by which alone man can be rendered like the gods. 
At laft ſhe concluded by dropping her garter. Za- 
| + dig took it up with his uſual politeneſs, but did 
_-not\tie it about the lady's leg; and this ſlight - 
fault, if it may be called a fault, was the cauſe of 
the molt terrible misfortunes. Zadig never thought 
of it more; but the lady thought of it with great 
— 5-1; ages: af... 
Never a day paſſed without ſeveral viſits from the _ 
ladies. The fecret annals of Babylon pretend 
| | that he once yielded to the temptation, but that 
be was ſurpriſed to find that he enjoyed his 
maiſttreſs without pleaſure, and embraced her with- 
out diſtraction. The lady to whom he gave, al- 
maoſt without being ſenſible of it, theſe marks of 
his favour, was a maid of honour to queen Aſtarte. 
This tender Babylonian ſaid to herſelf by way of 
comfort, This man muſt have his head filled 
With a prodigious heap of buſineſs, ſince even in 
making love he cannot avoid thinking on public 
affairs. Tadig happened, at the very inſtant when 
mot people fay nothing at all, and others only 
pronounce a few ſacred words, to cry out, © The 
queen.“ The Babyſonian thought that he was at 
laſt happily come to himſelf, and that he ſaid, My; 


queen.” But Zadig, who was always too abſent, 

. - pronounced the name of Aſtarte. The lady, who _ 
: n this happy ſituation interpreted Ae nes, in 
bier own favour, imagined that he meant to fay, 
Thou art more beautiful than queen Aſtarte.“ 
_ After receiving ſome handſome preſents, ſhe left 
0 N 8 | 0 1 
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the ſeraglio of Zadig, and went to eh her ad- 
venture to the envious woman, who was her inti- , 
mate friend, and who was greatly piqued at the 
preference given to the other. He would not 
: fo much as deign, ſaid ſhe, to tie this garter about 
my leg, and Lam therefore reſolved never to wear 
it more.“ O ho, ſaid the happy lady to the 
envious one, . yqur garters are the ſame with the 
queen's! do you buy them from the ſame weaver?” 
This hint ſet the envious lady a- thinking ; ; the- 
made no reply, but went to conſult with her en- 
vious huſband. Ga SHER. 
Meanwhile Zadig 8 that his thoughts 5 
were always diſtracted, as well when he gave au- 
dience as when he ſat in judgment. He did not 
know to what to attribute this abſence of anch j 
and that was his only ſorrow. 

He had a dream, in which he imagined chat he 
laid himfelf down. upon a heap of Ury herbs, among 
which there were many prickly ones that gave him 

great uneaſineſs, and that he afterwards repoſed 
himſelf on a ſoft -bed of roſes, from which there 
ſprung. a ſerpent that wounded him to the heart 

with its ſharp and-venomed tongue. Alas, faid 
he, I have long lain on theſe dry and prickly herbs, - 

I uam now on the bed os roſes ; ; but what ſhall be 
the ſexpent ©” ORR. | OR 


i 
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ADIGC's calamities ſprung even 55 bis hap- 
pineſs, and eſpecially from his merit. He 
every day converſed with the king, and Aſtarte his 
auguſt conſort. The charms of his converſation 
5 we r heightened by that deſire of pleaſing, 
Es 8 | 2 nl | 3 
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l Which is to the mind what dreſs is to beauty. His 
youth and graceful appearance inſenſibly made an 
impreſſion on Aſtarte, which ſhe did not at firlt 
perceive. Her paſſion grew and flouriſhed in the 
boſom of innocence. Without fear or ſcruple, ſne 
indulged the pleaſing, ſatisfaction of ſeeing and 
hearing a man, who was ſo dear to her huſband, 
and to the empire in general. She was continual. 
ly praiſing him to the king. She talked of him 
to her women, who were always ſure to improve 
on her praiſes. ' And thus every thing contributed 
to pierce her heart with a dart, o which ſhe. did 
not ſeem to be ſenſible.” She made ſeveral preſents | 
to Zadig, which diſcovered a greater ſpirit of gal- 
lantry than ſhe imagined. She intended to ſpeak 
to him only as a queen ſatisfied with his "ifs 3 
and her expreſſions were ſometimes thoſe. of a 
_ woman in love. | 
Aſtarte was much more Want tas. that 
| Semira who had ſuch a ſtrong averſion to one- eyed 
men,, or that other woman who had reſolved to cut 
off her huſband's noſe. © Her unreſerved familia- 
rity, her tender expreſſions, at which ſhe began to 
bluſh ; and her eyes, which, though ſhe endeavour- 
ed to divert them to other objects, were always 
fixed upon his, inſpired Zadig with a paſſion. that 
filled him with aſtoniſhment. He ſtruggled hard 
to get the better of it. He called to his aid the 
precepts of philoſophy, which had always ſtood 
dim in ſtead; but from thence, though he could 
derive the light of knowledge, he could procure no 
remedy to cure the diſorders of his love-ſick-heart. 
Duty, ' gratitude,” and violated majeſty, preſented | 
themſelves to his mind, as ſo many avenging gods. 
He ſtruggled; he conquered; but this victory, 
i which he was — to purchaſe afreſh every mo- 


ment, 
3 
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ment, coſt him many ſighs and tears. 8 no 
TG dared to ſpeak to the queen with that ſweet 
and charming familiarity which had been ſo agree- 
able to them both. His countenance was covered 
with.a cloud. His converfation was conſtrained 
and incoherent. His eyes were fixed on the ground ; 
and when, in ſpite of all his endeavours to the con- 
trary, they encountered thoſe of the queen, they 
found them bathed in tears, and darting arrows of 
flame. They ſeemed to ſay, We adore each other, 
and yet are afraid to love: we both burn with is”: 
fre which we both condemn. - 
Zuacdig left the royal preſence full of perplexity 
and deſpair, and having his heart oppreſſed with a 
burden which he was no longer able to bear. In 
the violence of his perturbation he involuntarily 
betrayed the ſecret to his friend Cador, in the ſame - 
manner as a man, who, having long ſupported the 
fits of a cruel diſeaſe, diſcovers his pain by a cry 
extorted from him by a more ſevere fit, and 7 the 
cold ſweat that covers his brow. 
I have already diſcovered, ſaid Cador, the ſen- 
timents which thou wouldeſt fain conceal from 
thyſelf. The ſymptoms by which the paſſions ſhew 
themſelves are certain and infallible. Judge, my 
dear Tadig, fince I have read thy heart, whether 
the king will not diſcover ſomething in it that may - 
give him offence. He has no other fault but that 
of being the moſt jealous man in the world. Thou 
canſt reſiſt the violence of thy paſſion with greater 
fortitude than the queen, becauſe thou art a philo- 
ſopher, and becauſe thou art Zadig. Aſtarte is a 
woman: ſhe ſuffers her eyes to ſpeak with ſo much 
the more imprudence, as ſhe does not as yet think 
. _ Herſelf guilty. Conſcious of her own innocence, 
| He N — thoſe external appearances 
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which are fo neceſſary. I ſhall tremble for her ſo 
long as ſhe has nothing wherewithal to reproach 
herſelf. Were. ye both of one mind, ye might 
eaſily deceive the whole world. A growing paſ- 
fion which we ehdeavour to ſuppreſs; diſcovers. it- 


elf in ſpite of all our efforts to the contrary ; but 


love, when gratified, is eaſily concealed.” Tadig 


trembled at the propoſal of betraying the king, his 
benefactor; and never was he more faithful to his 


prince, than when guilty of an involuntary crime 
againſt him. Meanwhile, the queen mentioned 


the name of Ladig ſo frequently, and with ſuch a 
bluſhing and downcaſt look; ſhe was ſometimes ſo 


lively, and ſometimes ſo perplexed, when ſhe ſpoke 


to him in the king's preſence, and was ſeized with _ 


ſuch a deep thoughtfulneſs at his going away, that 
the king began to be troubled. He believed all 


that he ſaw, and imagined all that he did not ſee. 
He particularly remarked, that his wife's ſhoes 


were blue, and that Zadig's ſhoes were blue; that 


his wife's ribbands were ef ; and that Ladig's 
bonnet was yellow; and theſe were terrible [ymp- 


foms to a prince of ſo much delicacy. In his jea- 


lous mind ſuſpicions were turned into certainty. 


All che flaves of kings and queens are ſo many 


ſpies over their hearts. They ſoon obſerved that 


Aſtarte was tender, and that Moabdar was jealous. 


I) he envious man perſuaded his wife to ſend the 
king her garter, which reſembled thoſe of the 
queen; and to complete the misfortune, this garter 


was blue. The monarch now thought of nothing 
but in what manner be might beſt execute his ven- 
geance. He one night reſolved to poiſon the queen, 


and in the morning to put Zadig to death by the 
bowſtring. The orders were given to a mercileſs 
eunuch, who me executed his acts of ven- 


Seance. 8 
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geance. There happened at that time to be in the 


king*: chamber a little dwarf, who, tho“ dumb, 


was not deaf. He was allowed, on account of his 
inſignificance, to go wherever he pleaſed ; and, as 
a domeſtic animal, was a witneſs of what paſſed i in 
the moſt profound ſecrecy. This little mute was 


ſtrongly attached to the queen and Ladig. With 


equal horror and ſurpriſe he heard the cruel orders 
given. But how prevent the fatal ſentence that 
im a few hours was to be carried into execution. 
He could not write, but he could paint; and ex-, 
celled particularly in drawing a ſtriking reſem- 


blance. He employed a part of the night in ſxetch- 


ing out with his pencil what he meant to impart to 
the queen. The piece repreſented the king in one 


corner, boiling with rage, and giving orders to the 


eunuch ; a blue bowſtring, and a bowl on a table, 


with blue garters and yellow ribbands ; ; the queen 
in the middle of the picture, expiring 1n the arms. 
of her woman, and Zadig ſtrangled at her feet. 


The horizon repreſented a riſing ſun, to expreſs 


that this ſhocking execution was to be performed 
in the morning. As ſoon as he had finiſhed the 
picture, he ran'to one of Aſtarte's women, awaked 
her, and made her underſtand that ſhe muſt im-. 


mediately carry it to the queen. 

At midnight a meſſenger knocks at Zadig 8 aber, 
awakes him, and gives him a note from the queen. 
He doubts whether it is not a dream; and opens 


the letter with a trembling hand. But how great 


was his ſurpriſe! and who can expreſs the conſter- 


nation and deſpair into which he was thrown upon 
reading theſe words: © Fly, this inſtant, or thou 


art a dead man. Fly, Zadig, I conjure thee by our 
mutual love and my yellow ribbands.. I have not 
_.-- 
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46 raren. 
been adit but I find that I muſt tis like 2 
criminal. 

Zadig was 7 —ͤ able. to ſpeak. He ſent — 
Cador, and, without uttering a word, ave him 
the note. Cador forced him to obey, and forthwith 
to take the road to Memphis. Shouldeſt thou 

dare (ſaid he) to go in ſearch of the queen, thou 
wilt haſten her death. Shouldeſt thou ſpeak to 
the king, thou wilt infallibly ruin her. I will take 
upon me the charge of her deſtiny ; follow thy 
own. I will ſpread a report that thou haſt taken 
the road to India. I will ſoon follow thee, and in- 
form thee of all that ſhall have paſſed in Babylon. 
At that inſtant, Cador cauſed two of the ſwifteſt 
dromedaries to be brought to a private gate of the 
* Upon one of theſe he mounted Zadig, 
whom he was obliged to carry to the door, and 
who was ready to expire with grief. He was 

| accompanied by a ſingle domeſtic ; and Cador, 
plunged i in ſorrow, and altomathment, ſoon loft fight 
of his friend. | 

This illuſtrious fugitive arriving on the ſide 5 2 
hill, from whence he could take a view of Babylon, 
turned his eyes towards the queen's palace, and 
fainted away at the ſight ; nor did he ' recover his 
ſenſes but to ſned a torrent of tears, and to with for 
death. At length, after his thoughts had been 
long engroſſed in lamenting the unhappy fate of 
the lovelieſt woman and the greateſt queen in the 
world, he for a moment turned his views on him- 
ſelf, and cried.“ What then is human life? 0 
virtue, how haſt thou ſerved me! Two women 
have baſely deceived me; and now a third, who is 
innocent, and more beautiful than both che others, 
is going to be put to death! Whatever good I have 

done hath been to me a continual . of cala- 
ä mity 
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mity and afflition ; and I bave only been raifed 


to the height of grandeur, to be tumbled down the 


moſt horrid precipice of misfortune.” Filled with 


theſe gloomy refle&ions, his eyes overſpread with 
the veit of grief, his countenance covered with the 
paleneſs of death, and his ſoul plunged in an abyſs © 


of the blackeſt deſpair, he ERIE his ra to- 
wards 8 8 
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Abl directed bs cents by the ſtars. The 
conſtellation of Orion, and the ſplendid Dog- 


ſtar, guided his ſteps towards the pole of Cano- 


pæa. He admired thoſe vaſt globes of light, which 


appear to our eyes but as ſo many little ſparks, " 


while the earth, which in reality i is only an imper- 


= ceptible point in nature, appears to our fond ima- 


ginations as ſomething ſo grand and noble. He 
then repreſented. to himſelf the human ſpecies, as it 


really is, as a parcel of inſects devouring one ano- 


ther on a little atom of clay. This true image 


ſeemed to annihilate his misfortunes, by making 


him ſenſible of the nothingneſs of his own being, 


and of that of Babylon. His ſoul launched out. 
into infinity, and detached from the ſenſes, contem- 
plated the immutable order of the univerſe. But 
when afterwards, returning to himſelf, and enter- 


ing into his own heart, he conſidered that Aſtarte 


had perhaps died for him, the univerſe, Vaniſhed. 


a his ſight, and he beheld nothing 1 in the whole 
compaſs of nature but Aſtarte expiring, and Zadig 


g unhappy. While he thus alternately gave up his 


mind to this flux and Ts of ſublime philolophy 
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and intolerable grief, he advanced towards the fron- 
tiers of Egypt; and his faith&þl domeſtic was 
already in the firſt village, in fearch of a lodging. 
Meanwhile, as Zadig was walking towards the 
gardens that ſkirted the village, he ſaw, at a ſmall 
diſtance from the highway, a woman bathed in 
tears, and calling heaven and earth to her aſſiſt- 
ance, and a man in a furious paſſion, purſuing 
her. This madman bY. already overtaken the 
woman, who embraced his knees, notwithſtanding 
which he loaded her with blows and reproaches. 
Zadig judged by the fratitic behaviour of the Egyp- 
tian, and by the repeated pardons which the Fady | 
aſked him, that the one was jealous, and the other 
unfaithful. But when he ſurveyed the woman 
more narrowly, and found her to be a lady of ex- 
: quiſite beauty, and even to have a ſtrong reſem- 
+ blance to the unhappy Aſtange, he felt himſelf in- 
ſpired with compaſſion for her, and horror towards 
the Egyptian. Aſſiſt me, (cried the to Zadig 
with the deepeſt ſighs) deliver me from the hands 
of the moſt barbarous man in the world; fave my 
: life.” Moved by theſe pitiful cries, Zadig ran and 
-.* threw himſelf between her and the barbarian. As 
'F he had ſome knowledge of the Egyptian language, 
he addreſſed him in that tongue: If (faid he) 
thou haſt any humanity, I conjure thee to pay ſome 
regard to her beauty and weakneſs. How canſt 
thou behave in this outrageous manner to one of 
the rgaſter-pieces of nature, who lies at thy feet, 
and has no defence but her tears? Ah, ah! (re- 
_ plied the madman) thou art likewiſe' in love with 
her; I muſt be revenged on thee too.” So faying, 
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he left the lady, whom he had hitherto held with 
his hand twiſted in her hair, and taking his lance, 
attempted to ſtab the ſtranger.  Zadig, who was 


in 


„ 
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In cold blood, eaſily eluded the blow aimed by the 
frantic Egyptian. He ſeized the lance near the iron 
with which it was armed. The Egyptian ſtrove to 
draw it back; Zadig to wreſt it from the Egyptian; 
and in the ſtruggle it was broke in two. The 
Egyptian draws bis ſword ; Zadig does the fame. \ 
They attack each other. The former gives a hun- -" 
dred blows at random; the latter wards them off | 
with great dexterity. The lady, ſeated on a turt, 
re- adjuſts her head-dreſs, and looks at the comba- 
| tants. The Egyptian excelled in ſtrength ; Zadig 
in addreſs. The one fought like a man whoſe arm 
| was directed by his judgment; the other like a mad- 
man, whoſe blind rage made him deal his blows j 
at random. Zadig Joles with him, and diſarms 4 
I 
* 
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him; and while the Egyptian, now become more 
furious, endeavours to throw himſelf upon him, he 
ſeizes him, preſſes him cloſe, and throws him down; 1 
and then holding his ſword to his breaſt, offers | 
him his life. The Egyptian, frantic with rage, 
draws his poniard, and wounds Zadig at the very 
inſtant that the conqueror was granting a pardon. 
Zadig, provoked at ſuch a brutal behaviour, plung- 
ed his ſword in the boſom of the Egyptian, who 
giving a horrible ſhriek and a violent {truggle, in- 
ſtantly expired. Zadig then approached the lady, 
and faid to her with a gentle tone, He hath for- 
ced me to kill him ; 1 have avenged thy cauſe; 
thou art now delivered from the moſt violent man 
Jever ſaw ; what further, madam, wouldeft thou 
have me to do for thee ?” „Die, villain, (replied - 
ſhe) die; thou haſt killed my lover; O that 
T were able to tear out thy heart!“ Why 
truly, madam, (ſaid Zadig) thou hadſt a ſtrange 
kind of a man for a lover; he beat thee with 
all his might, and would have killed me, be- 
| ½%§ö»˙² os cauſe 
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Jak pardon for having complained of thy condu 
deliver me again, and I will be thine for ever.” 


for her. Apply to another, (ſaid he) thou ſhalt not 
again enſnare me by thy wiles,“ Befides, he was 
wounded ; his blood was ſtill flowing, and he him- 
ſelf had need of aſſiſtance: and the fight of four 
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cauſe thou hadſt entreated me to give thee afliſt- 

ance,” „ wiſh he were beating me ſtill, (re- 
plied the lady, with tears and lamentation ;) 1 well 
deſerved it; for J had given him cauſe to be jea- 
lous. Would to heaven that he was now beating 
me, and that thou; waſt in his place.” Zadig, ſtruck 
with ſurpriſe, and inflamed with a higher degree of 


reſentment than he had ever felt before, ſaid, 
Beautiful as thou art, madam, thou deferveſt 
that 1 ſhould beat thee in my turn for thy perverſe 


and impertinent behaviour; hut I ſhall not give my- 
ſelf the trouble,“ So ſaying, he remounted his 
camel, and advanced towards the town. He had 
proceeded but a few ſteps, when he turned back at 
the noiſe of four Babylonian. 8 who came 


riding at full gallop. One of them, upon ſeeing 


the woman, cried, It is the very m - ſhe re- 
ſembles the deſcription that was given AE They 
gave themſelves no concern about thedead Egyptian, 
but inſtantly ſeized the lady. She called out to 
Zadig ; & Help me once more, generous ſtranger ; - 


323 


Zadig was no longer in the humour of fighti: 


Babylonians, probably ſent by king Moabdar, filled 
him with apprehenſion. He therefore haſtened 


toward the village, unable to comprehend why 
four Babylonian couriers ſhould come to ſeize this 
Egyptian woman, but ſtilln more e aſtoniſhed at the 

| lay: 8 3 
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As his entered the Egyptian village, 8 ſaw him- 

ſelf ſurrounded by the people. Every one 
ſaid, This is the man that carried off the beau- 
tiful Miſſouf, and aſſaſſinated Clitofis.” «© Gentle- 
men, (ſaid he) God preſerve me from carrying off 
your beautiful Miſſouf; ſhe is too capricious for 
me: and with regard to Clitofis, I did not aſſaſſi- 
nate him; I only fought with him in my own de- 
Fence. He endeavoured to kill me, becauſe I hum- 


bly interceded for the beautiful Miſſouf, whom he 


| beat moſt: unmercitully. I am a ſtranger, come 
to ſeek refuge i in Egypt; and it 1s not likely, that 
in coming to implore your protection, I ſhould 


begin by carryang off a Woman, and aſſaſſinating 


A man.“ 


The Egyptians were then juſt and humane. 
The people conducted Zadig to the town-houſe. 


They firſt of all ordered his wound to be dreſſed, 
and then examined him and his ſervant apart, in 
order to diſcover the truth. They found that Za- 
dig was not an aſſaſſin; but as he was guilty of 
having killed a man, the law condemned him to 
be a flave. His two camels were ſold for the be- 
nefit of the town: all the gold he had brought 


"with himwas diſtributed among the inhabitants; and 


his perſon, as well as that of the companion of his 
Journey, was expoſed to ſale in the market-place. 


An Arabian merchant, named Setoc, 'made the . 


purchaſe ; but as the ſervant was fitter for labour 
than the maſter, he was fold at a higher price. 


There was no, compariſon between the two men. 


Thus Zadig became a ſlave ſubordinate to his own 


ſervant. They were lmked together by a chain 


faſtened to their feet, and in this condition they 
followed 


mw followed the Arabian merchant to his TM By 
1 the way Zadig comforted his ſervant, and exhorted 
14 him to patience; but he could not help making, 
[| according to his uſual cuſtom, ſome reflections on 
It human life. I ſee (ſaid he) that the unhappi- 


neſs of my fate hath an influence on thine. Hi- 
therto every thing has turned out to me in a moſt 
| emen manner. I have been condemned 
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| to pay a fine for having ſeen the marks of a 
l/ bitch's feet. I thought that I ſhould once have 


"wy empaled on account of a griffin. I have been 
ſent to execution for having made ſome verſes In 
praiſe of the king. I have been upon the point of 
193 ſtrangled, becauſe the queen had yellow rib- 
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6 a brutal wretch beat his miſtreſs. Come, let us 
keep a good heart; all this perhaps will have an 
end. The Arabian merchants muſt neceſſarily have 
ſlaves; and why not me as well as another, ſince, as 
well as another, I am a man? This merchant will 
not be cruel; he muſt treat his ſlaves well, if he 
expects any advantage from them.” But while he 
ſpoke thus, his heart was entirely engroſſed by the 
fate of the queen of Babylon. 
Two days after, the merchant Setoc ſet out for 
Arabia Deſerta, with his ſlaves and his camels. 
His tribe dwelt near the deſart of Oreb. The jour» 
ney was long and painful. Setoc ſet a much greater 
value on the ſervant than the maſter, becauſe the 
former was more expert in loading the camels; and 
all the little marks of diſtinction were ſhewn' to 
him. A camel having died within two days journey 
Sof Oreb, his burden was divided and laid on the 
backs of the ſervants; and Zadig had his ſhare 
/} among the reſt. Setoc laughed to ſee all his ſlaves 
walking with their bodies inclined. Zadig took 
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bands; and now I am a flave with thee, becauſe 20 


- SLAVERY. = 


. * to a to him the cauſe, and inform 
him of the laws of the balance. The merchant was 
aſtoniſhed, and began to regard him with other eyes. 
Tadig, finding he had raiſed his curioſity, encreaſ- 
ea it ſtill further by acquainting him with many 
things that related to commerce; the ſpecific gravity 
of metals and commodities under an equal bulk; 
the properties of ſeveral uſeful animals; and the 
means of rendering thoſe uſeful that are not natu- 
rally ſo. At laſt Setoc began to conſider Zadig as 
a ſage, and preferred him to-his companion, whom 
| he had formerly ſo much eſteemed. He treated 
N well, and had no cauſe to repent of his Kies 
8. 
As ſoon as Setoc arrived among hin own 1 
he demanded the payment of five hundred ounces 
of ſilver, which he had lent to a Jew in preſence of 
two witneſſes ; but as the witneſſes were dead, and 
the debt could not be proved, the Hebrew appro- 
(7. Priated the merchant's money to himſelf, and piouſly 
V" thanked God for putting it in his power to cheat 
an Arabian. Setoc imparted this troubleſome af- 
fair to Zadig, who was now become his counſel. 
In what place (faid Zadig) didſt thou lend 1 5 
five hundred ounces to thi infidel ?? U 
large ſtone, (replied the merchant) that lies near 
mount Oreb.” What is the character of thy 1 
debtor?” ſaid Zadig. © That of a knave,” re- 1 
turned Setoc. © But I aſk thee, whether he is live- 1 
ly or phlegmatic ; cautious or imprudent ?” © He 
is, of all bad prayers, (ſaid Setoc) the moſt lively 
fellow I ever knew.” © Well, (reſumed Zadig) al- _ 
low me to plead thy cauſe.” In effect, Zadi hav- . 
ing ſummoned” the Jew to the tribunal, addreſfed | | 
the judge in the following terms: Pillow of the = 
throne of equity, I come to — of this man, | 
in a 
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bh in the name of my maſter, five hundred ounces of 
l filver, which he refuſes to repay.” © Haſt thou any 
Wy witneſſes?” ſaid the judge. No, they are dead; 
160 but there remains a large ſtone upon which the 
1 money was counted; and if it pleaſe thy grandeur 
| do order the ſtons to be ſought for, I hope that it 
It will bear witneſs. The Hebrew and 1 will tarry | 
11 here till the ſtone arrives: I will ſend for it at my 
maſter's expence. With all my heart,” replied, 
the judge, and immediately applied himſelf to the 
diſcuſſion of other affairs. 
When the court was going to break up, 1thel | 
judge ſaid to Zadig, Well, friend, is not thy 
ſtone come yet? The Hebrew replied with a 
fmile, © Thy grandeur may ſtay here till the mor- 
row, and after all not ſee the ſtone. It is more- 
„ tthnan ſix miles from hence ; and it would require 
i fifteen men to move it.” Well, (eried Zadig) 
did not I fay that the ſtone would bear witneſs ? 
ſince this man knows where it is, he thereby con- 
eſſes that it was upon it that the money was count- 
cad.“ The Hebrew was diſconcerted, and was ſoon 
after obliged to confeſs the truth. The judge or- 
5 dered him to be faſtened to the ſtone; without meat 
or drink, till he ſhould reſtore the five munen b 
1188 | ounces, Which were ſoon after paid. 
1h The ſſave Zadig and the ſtone were held ingreat 
5 : repute in Arabia. 5 5 | | 
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\ETOC, harmed with the happy ſue of this 
affair, made his ſlave his intimate friend. He 

Ra now conceived as great an eſteem for him as 
RT ever 
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ever the king of Babylon had done; and Tadig, 
was glad that Setoc had no wife. He diſcovered. 


in his maſter a good natural diſpoſition, much pro- 


bity of heart, and a great ſhare of good ſenſe; but 
he was ſorry to ſee, that, according to the ancient 


cuſtom of Arabia, he load the hoſt of heaven; 


that is, the ſun, moon, and ſtars. He ſometimes 


ſpoke to him on this ſubje& with great prudence _ 


and diſcretion. At laſt he told him that theſe bo-. 


dies were like all other bodies in the univerſe, and 
no more deſerying of our homage than a tree or A 


rock. But (ſaid Setoc,) they are eternal beings; 77 


and it is from them we derive all we enjoy. They 


animate nature; they regulate the ſeaſons; and, 
beſides, are removed at ſuch an immenſe diſtance 
from us, that we cannot help revering them.” — 
<«''Thou receiveſt more advantage (replied Zadig,) 
from the waters of the Red Sea, which carry thy 
merchandize to the Indies. Why may not it be 
as ancient as the ſtars! and if thou adoreſt what 
is placed at a diſtance from thee, thou oughteſt to 


adore the land of the Gangarides, which lies at tbe 


extremity of the earth.” No (ſaid Setoc,) the 
brightneſs of the ſtars commands my adoration.” 
At night Zadig lighted up a great number of 
candles 1 in the tent where he was to ſup with Se- 
toc; and the moment his patron appeared, he fell 


on his knees before theſe lighted tapers, and faid, 
Eternal and ſhining luminaries ! be ye always | 


39 


propitious to me.” Having thus ſaid, he fat down 
at the table, without taking the leaſt notice of Se- 
toc. * What art thou doing?“ ſaid Setoc to ay 
in amaze. -<© I a& like thee (replied Zadig,) I a- 
dore theſe candles; and neglect their maſter and 
mine.“ Setoc comprehended the profound ſenſe 
of this apologue. The wiſdom of his fave ſunk 
: Vox. = | += deep 
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deep into his ſoul; he no longer offered incenſe to 
the creatures, but adored the eternal Being wha 
made them. 
0 mevaitad at that Hike i in Arabia a ſhock. 
ing cuſtom, ſprung * pay” from . Scythia, and 
which, being eſtabliſhed in the Indies by the credit 
of the Brachmans, threatened to over - run all the 
Eaſt. When a married man died, and his beloved 
wife aſpired to the character of a faint, the burned. 
herſelf publickly on the body of her huſband. This 
was a folemn feaſt, and was called the Funeral Pile 
of Widowhood ; and that tribe in which moſt wo- 
men had been burned was the moſt reſpected.— | 
An Arabian of Setoc's tribe being dead, his wi- 
dow, whoſe name was Almona, and who was very 
devout, publiſhed the day and hour when ſhe in- 
1 tended to throw herſelf Into the fire, amidſt the 
ſound of drums and trumpets. Zadig remonſtrat- 
ed againſt this horrible cuſtom ; he ſhewed Setoc 
how inconſiſtent it was with the happineſs of man- 
kind to ſuffer young widows to burn themſelves 
every other day, widows who were capable of giv- 
ing children to the ſtate, or at leaſt of educating 
thoſe they already had; and he convinced him 
that it was his duty to do all that lay in his power 
to aboliſh ſuch a barbarous practice. The wo- 
men (laid Setoc,) have poſſeſſed the right of burn 
ing themſelves for more than a thouſand years; 
and who ſhall dare to abrogate à law which time 
hath rendered facred ? Is there any thing more re- 
ſpectable than ancient abuſes? Reaſon is more 
ancient (replied Ladig 3) meanwhile, ſpeak thou 
to the chiefs of the tribes, and 1 will go to wait on 
the young widow.” 
 _Aceordingly he was tierodncey to her; and, 
5 after having inſinuated himſelf i into her good graces 


by. 
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| by ſome compliments on her beauty, and told her 
Phat a pity it was to commit ſo many charms to 
the flames, he at 175 praiſed her for her conſtancy 
and courage. Thou muſt ſurely have loved thy 
huſband (ſaid he to her,) with the moſt paſſionate 
fondneſs. ; Who, I? (replied the lady,) I loved 
him not at all. He was a brutal, jealous, inſup- 
rtable wretch ; but I am firmly reſolved to 
throw myſelf on his funeral pile. „It would ap- 
pear then (ſaid Zadig,) that there muſt be a _ 
delicious pleaſure in being burnt alive.” “ Oh! 
makes nature ſhudder 8 the lady, ) but * 
muſt be overlooked;' I am a devotee; I ſhould 
loſe my reputation; and all the world would de- 
ſpiſe me, if I did not burn myſelf.” Tadig having 
made her acknowledge that ſhe burned berſelf to 
gain the good opinion of others, and to gratify her 
own vanity, entertained her with a long diſcourſe, 
calculated to make her a little in love with life, and 
even went fo far as to inſpire her with ſome degree 
— ood will for the perlen who ſpoke to her. 
| nd what wilt thou do at laſt (ſaid he,) if the 
| _ of burning thyſelf ſhould not continue? 
Alas! (faid the lady,) I believe I ſhould deſire 
thee to marry me. | i; = 
TZadig's mind was too much engroſſed with the 9 
idea of Aſtarte not to elude this declaration; but | __ 
he inſtantly went to the chiefs of the tribes, told — 
them what had paſſed, and adviſed them to make 
a law, by which a widow ſhould not be permitted. - i 
to burn herſelf, till ſhe had converſed privately. 1 
with a young man for- the fpace of an hour. Sinee' | 
that time not a ſingle woman hath burned herſelf - * 
in Arabia. They were indebted to Zadig alone for IS 
| deſtroying in one day a cruel cuſtom, that had & | 
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laſted for ſo many ages; and thus he became the 
r of Arabia. —__ be Na 


£1 (aka The SUPPER. 
Orroc. wha could not 0 himſelf dean this 


man; in whom dwelt wiſdom, carried him to the 


great fair of Balzora, whither the richeſt merchants 
in the earth reſorted. Zadig was highly pleaſed to 
ſee ſo many men of different countries united in 
the ſame place. He conſidered the whole univerſe 
as one large family aſſembled at Balzora. The ſe- 


cond day he fat at table with an Egyptian, an In- 
dian, an inhabitant of Cathay, a Greek, a Celtic, 
and ſeveral other ſtrangers, who, in their frequent 


voyages to the Arabian gulph, had learned enough 


of the Arabic to make themſelves underſtood.------ 
The Egyptian ſeemed to be in a violent paſſion. 
„What an abominable country is Balzora! (ſaid 
he,) they refuſe me a thouſand ounces of gold on 


he beſt ſecurity in the world.” & How! (ſaid Setoc,) 
on what ſecurity have they refuſed thee this ſum 7”. 


On the body of my aunt (replied: the Egyptian,) 
ſhe was the moſt notable woman in Egypt; the al- 


ways accompanied me in my journies; ſhe died on 


the road! I have converted her into one of the fin- 
eſt mummies in the world; and, in my on “ur- 


try, I could have as much as I pleaſe, by giving her 


as a pledge. It is very ſtrange that they will not 
here lend me ſo much as a thouſand ounces of 


gold on ſuch a ſolid ſecurity.“ Ang gry as he was, 


he Was going to help himſelf to a bit of excellent 
boiled fowl, when the Indian, taking him by the 


art 
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art thou going to do gon « To eat a bit of this fowl,” 
replied the man who owned the mummy. <* Take 
care that thou doeſt not, (replied the Indian.) It 
is poſſible that the ſoul of the deceaſed may have 
paſſed into this fowl, and thou wouldſt not, ſurely, 
expoſe thyſelf to the danger of eating thy aunt“k ? 
Jo boil fowls is a manifeſt outrage on nature.“ 
„What doſt thou mean by thy nature and th 
fowls? (replied the choleric Egyptian.) We' a- 
dore a bull, and yet we eat heartily of beef.“ 
« You adore a bull! is it poſſible?” ſaid the man 
of Ganges. Nothing is more poſſible, (returned 
the other ;) we have done ſo for theſe hundred and 
| thirty-five thouſand years; and no body amongſt 
us has ever found fault with it.” A hundred and 
thirty-five thouſand years ! (faid the Indian.) This 
account is a little exaggerated; it is but eighty 
| thouſand years ſince India was firſt peopled, and 
ve are ſurely more ancient than you: Bramaf pro- 
| hibited our eating of ox-fleſh before you thought 
of puttirig it on your ſpits or altars.” © This Brama 
of your's (ſaid the Egyptian,) is a pleaſant ſort of 
an animal truly to compare with our Apis ; what 
great things hath your Brama performed ?” © It 
Was he (replied the Bramin,) that taught mankind 
to read and write, and to whom the world is in- 
debted for the game of cheſs.” Thou art miſta- 
= pes a Chaldean WH at near him,) it is to the 
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* Many caſts or tribes of Indians, eſpecially the Bramins, 
believe in the metempſychoſis, or tranſmigration of ſouls. 1 


8 + Brama, of Brahma, is one of the principal deities of the 
” A ent e | | 
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Miſh Oannes* that we owe theſe great advantages; 
and it is juſt that we ſhould render homage to none 
but him. All the world will tell thee, that he is a 
divine being, with a, golden tail and a beautiful 
human head, and that for three hours every day he 
left the water to preach on dry land. He had le- 
veral children who were kings, as every one knows. 
I have a picture of him at home, which I worſhip 
with becoming reverence, We may eat as much 
beef as we pleaſe ; but it is ſurely 4 great ſin to 
dreſs fiſh for the table. Beſides, you are both of 
an origin too recent and ignoble to diſpute with 
me, The Egyptians reckon only a hundred and 

thirty-five thouſand years, and the Indians but 
_ Eighty thouſand, whileawe have almanacks of four 
thouſand ages. Believe me; renounce your follies; 
and I will give to each of - yp a beaptifpl piQure 
of Oannes.” 

The man of Cathay took up the Aen. and 
faid ; I have a great reſpect for the Egyptians, 
the Chaldeans, the Greeks, the Celtics, Brama, 
the bull Apis, and the beautiful fiſh Oannes; but 
| Lennie think chat Li, or Tex: t as he i is common- 
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25 * > Beroſas, in EVE accaunr of the We nl an 
chat in the beginning of the Chaldean empire, an animal calle 
Oannes came out of the Red Sea. He had the body of a fih, 
With the head and feet of a man. He converſed with the peo- 
ple, and imparted to them the knowledge of letters, arts, and 
ſciences. He taught them to form ſocieties, build cities, erect 
_ temples, meaſure and cultivate lands ; in a word, civilized the 
whole nation. However, he neither ate nor drank with them; 
and at ſun- ſet always retired into the ſea. The fable probably 
alludes to ſome ſtrangers who arrived on the coaſt in a ſhip, and 
took ſome pains to humanize the barbarous inhabitants. - 
_ + Chineſe words. The firſt properly ſignißes Natural Light, 
or — and the laſt Heaven, or God. 
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ly called, is ſuperior to all the bulls in the earth 


and all the fiſh in the ſea. I ſhall ſay nothing of 
my native country ; it is as large as Egypt, Chal- 


dea, and the Indies, put together. Neither ſhall I 1 
diſpute about the antiquity of our nation; becauſe © 
it is of little conſequence whether we are ancient 


or not; it is enough if we are happy; but, were it 


neceſſary to ſpeak of almanacks, I could fay that 


all Afia takes ours, and that we had very good 
ones before Arithmetic was known in Chaldea.” 

* Ignorant men, as ye all are, (ſaid the 
Greek ;) do you not know that Chaos is the father 


of all; and that form and matter have put the 


world into its preſent condition ?” The Greek 


ſpoke for a long time, but was at laſt interrupted 
by the Celtic, who, having drank pretty deeply 


while the reſt were diſputing, imagined he was how 


more knowing than all the others, and faid with an 
_ oath, that there were none but Feutat * and the 


miſletoe of the oak that were worth the trouble of 
a diſpute ; that, for his own part, he had always 


ſome miſletoe in his pocket; and that the Scythians, 


his anceſtors, were the only men of merit that had 


ever appeared in the world; that it was true they 


had ſometimes ate human fleſh, but that, notwith- 
ſtanding that circumſtance, his nation deſerved to 


be held in great eſteem; and that, in fine, if any 
one ſpoke ill of Teutat, he would teach him better 
manners, The quarrel was now become warm; 


* — 


* Teutat is the ſame with Mercury. Teut, in the Celtie 


language, ſignifies People, and fat a Father. The word Mer- 


.  Cury, according to Pezron, comes from the Gauliſh words 


meres and ur, the firſt importing Merchandize; the other ſigni- 


and vir, 


fying a Man ; very little different from the Latin words mrs 
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and Setoc * the table ready to be ſtained Vith 
blood. Zadig, who had been ſilent during the 
whole diſpute, aroſe at laſt. He firſt addreſſed 
himſelf to the Celtic, as the moſt furious of 
all the diſputants; he told him that he had reaſon 
on his ſide, and begged a few miſletoes. He then 
praiſed the Greek for his eloquence; and ſoftened 
all their exaſperated ſpirits. He ſaid but little to 
the man of Cathay, becauſe he had been the moſt 
* reaſonable. of them all. At laſt he faid ; & You; 
pere going, my friends, to quarrel about nothing ; 5 
for you are all of one mind.” At this word they 
all cried out together. Is it not true (ſaid he te 
the Celtic) that you adore not this miſletoe, but 
him that made both the miſletoe and the oak?“ 
„ Moſt undoubtedly,” replied the Celtic. And 
thou, Mr Egyptian, doſt not thou revere, in a cer. 
tain bull, him who gave the bulls?” „Les,“ ſaid 
theIFgyprian. „ The fiſh Oannes (continued he,) 
mult yield to him who made the ſea and the fiſhes. 
The Indian and the Cathaian (added he,) acknow- 
ledge, like you, a firſt principle. I did not fully 
comprehend the admirable things that were ſaid by 
the Greek ; but I am ſure he will admit a ſuperior 
being, on whom form and matter depend.” The 
Greek, whom they all admired, ſaid that Zadig had 
exactly taken his meaning. You are all then 
| (replied Zadig,) of one opinion. and have no cauſe 
to quarrel.” All the company embraced him. 
Setoc, after having ſold his commodities at a very 
high price, returned to his own tribe with his 
friend Zadig ; who learned, upon his arrival, that 
8 he had been tried in his abſence and was now go: 
| ing to be burned by + a ſlow fire, _ 


} 
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dig was to 
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Dore his journey to Balzora, is 1 
N of the ſtars had reſolved to puniſh him. The 
precious ſtones and ornaments of the young widows 
rag they ſent to the funeral pile belonged to 


them of right; and the leaſt they could now do, 


was to burn Zadig for the ill office he had done 
them: Accordingly they accuſed him of entertaining | 
erroneous ſentiments of the heavenly hoſt. They 
depoſed againſt him, and ſwore, that they had 
heard him ſay that the ſtars did not ſet in the ſea. 
This horrid blaſphemy made the judges tremble 
they were ready to tear their garments upon hear- 
ing theſe impious words; and they would certainly 
have tore them, had Tadig had: wherewithal to 
pay them for new ones. But, in the exceſs of their 
zeal and indignation, they contented themſelves 
with condemning him to be burnt by a ſlow fire. 
Setoc, filled with deſpair at this unhappy event, 
employed all his intereſt to fave his friend, but in 
vain; he was ſoon obliged to hold his peace. The 
young widow Almona, who had now conceived a 


great fondneſs for life, for which ſhe was obliged 


to Zadig, reſolved to deliver him from the funeral 
pile, of the abuſe of which he had fully convinced 
her. She revolved the ſcheme in her own mind, 
without i ee it to any perſon whatever. TZa- 
e executed the next day: if ſhe could 
2 him at all, ſhe muſt do it that very night; and - 
the method taken by this charitable and an, 
lady was as follows: 
She perfumed herſelf; ſhe Na bend her beauty 
by the richeſt and gayeſt apparel, and went to 
demand a private audience of the chief prieſt of the 
Vox. E 7 Wt - "Ky tars, 


ſtars. As "REN as s ſhe was — to the vene- , 
Table old man, ſhe addreſſed him in theſe terms: 

<« Eldeſt ſon of the great bear; brother of the bull; 
and couſin of the great dog, (ſuch were the titles 
of this pontiff, ) I come to acquaint thee with my 
ſcruples. I am much afraid that Ihave committed 
a a heinous crime in not burning wget on the fune- 
ral pile of my dear huſband; for, indeed, what had I 
worth preſerving ? periſhable fleſh, thou ſeeſt, that 
is already entirely withered.?? "$6 ſaying, ſhe drew 
up her long lleeves of filk, and ſhewed her naked 
arms, which were of an elegant ſhape and a daz- 
zling whiteneſs. © Thou ſeeſt (ſaid ſhe,) that theſe 
are little worth.” The prieſt found in his heart 
that they were worth a great deal; his eyes ſaid fo, 
and his mouth confirmed it : he fwore that he had 
never in his life ſeen ſuch beautiful arms. Alas ! 
| (faid the widow,) my arms, perhaps, are not ſo bad 
as the reſt; but thou wilt confeſs that my neck is 
net worthy of the leaſt regard. She then diſcover- 
ed the moſt charming boſom that nature had ever 
formed.” Compared to it, a roſe-bud on an apple 
of ivory' would have appeared like madder on the 
| box-tree, and the whiteneſs of new-waſhed lambs 

would have ſeemed of a duſky yellow. Her neck ; 
her large black eyes, languiſhing with the gentle 
luſtre of a tender fire; her cheeks animated with 
the fineſt purple, mixed with the whiteneſs of the 
pureſt milk; her noſe, which had no reſemblance 
to the tower of mount Lebanon; her lips, like two 
borders of coral, incloſing the fineſt pearls in the 
Arabian Sea; all conſpired to make the old man 
believe that he was but twenty years of age. Almo- 
na, ſeeing him enflamed, entreated him to pardon 
Zadig. Alas! (faid he,) my charming lady, ſhould 
0 grant thee bis panty it would be of no ſervice, : 
| | as 
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as it muſt neceſſarily be ſigned by three others, my 
brethren.” Sign it, however,” ſaid Almona. 
With all my heart (faid the prieſt,) on condition 
that thy favours ſhall be the price of my ready com- 

plianice.” Thou doeſt me too much honour (faid 
Almona z) be pleaſed only to come to my chamber 
after ſun-ſet, and when the bright ſtar of Sheat 
. ſhall appear in the horizon, thou wilt find me on 2 
- roſe-coloured ſopha ; and thou mayeſt then uſe thy 
ſervant as thou art able.” So ſaying, ſhe departed 
with the ſignature, and left the old man full of love 
and diſtruſt of his own abilities. He employed the 
reſt of the day in bathing ; he drank a liquor com- 
poſed of the cinnamon of Ceylon, and of the pre- 


_ cious ſpices of Tidor and Ternate; and waited 


with i impatience till the ſtar Sheat ſhould make its 
appearance. 

Meanwhile, Almona went to the ſecond pon- | 
tiff. He aſſured her that the ſun, the moon, and 
all the luminaries of heaven, were but glimmering 
meteors in compariſon of her charms. She aſked 
the ſame favour of him; and he propoſed to grant 
it on the ſame terms. She fuffered herſelf to be 
overcome; and appointed the ſecond pontiff to 
meet her at the riſing of the ſtar Algenib. From 
thence ſhe went to the third and fourth prieſt, al- 
ways taking their ſignatures, and making an aſſig- 
nation from ſtar to ſtar. She then ſent a meſſage 
to the judges, entreating them to come to her houſe, 
on an affair of great importance. They obeyed 
her ſummons. She ſhewed them the four names, 
and told them at what price the prieſts had ſold the 
pardon of Zadig. Each of them arrived at the 
hour appointed. Each was ſurpriſed at finding 
his brethren there, but ſtill more at ſeeing the 
Judges, before whom their ſhame was now mani. 
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- teſt, TZadig was ſaved ; and Setoc was ſo charmed 


with the ingenuity and addreſs of Almona, that he 
made her his wife. Zadig departed, after having 
thrown himſelf at the feet of his fair deliverer. 
Setoc and he took leave of each other with tears 


in their eyes, ſwearing an eternal friendſhip, and pro- 
miſing, that the firſt of them that ſhould acquire a 
large fortune ſhould ſhare it with the other. 


Ladig directed lis courſe along the frontiers of 
Aſſyria, ſtill muſing on the unhappy Aſtarte, and 
reflecting on the ſeverity of fortune, which ſeemed 
determined o make him the ſport of her cruelty, 
and the object of her perſecution. © What! (ſaid 
he to himſelf,) four hundred ounces of gold for 


having ſeen a bitch! condemned to loſe my head 


for four bad verſes in praiſe of the king! ready to 
be ſtrangled, becauſe: the queen had ſhoes of the 


colour of my bonnet! reduced to ſlavery for having 
ſuccoured a woman who was beat! and on the 


point of being burnt for having ſaved the lives of 
all the young widows of Arabia!“ . 
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ARRIVING on the frontiers which divide Ara 


I 


0 bia Petræa from Syria, he paſſed by a pretty 


ſtrong caſtle, from which a party of armed Arabi- 
ans fallied forth. They initantly furrounded him, 
and cried, ** All thou haſt belongs to us, and thy 

ſon is the property of our maſter.” Zadig re- 


Plied by drawing his ſword ; his ſervant, who was 
© a, man of courage, did the ſame. They killed the 


firſt Arabians that preſumed to lay hands on them; 
and, though the number was redoubled, they were 
Gy 6 IT „ | 


of 


The RoB BER. = 
not diſmayed, but reſolved to periſh in the conflict. 
Two men defended themſelves againſt a multitude; - 
and ſuch a combat could not laſt long. The maſ- 
ter of the caſtle, whoſe name was Arbogad, having 
obſerved from a window the prodigies of valour 
performed by Zadig, conceived a high eſteem for 
this heroic ſtranger. He deſcended in haſte, and.” 
went in perſon to call off his men, and deliver the 
two travellers. © All that paſſes over my lands 
(ſaid he,) belongs to me, as well as what I find upon 

| the lands of others; but thou ſeemeſt to be a man 

, of ſuch undaunted courage, that I will exempt thee 

| from the common law. He then conduQed aim 

| to his caſtle, ordering his men to treat him well; 

| and in the evening Arbogad ſupped with Zadig. 

| The lord of the caſtle. was one of thoſe Arabians 

5 who are commonly called robbers; but he now and 

| then performed ſome good actions amidit a mul- 

ttitude of bad ones. He robbed with a furious ra- 

t pacity, and granted favours with great generolity ; 
intrepid in action; affable- in company; a de- 
bauchee at table, but gay in his debauchery; and 
particularly remarkable for his frank and open be- 

_ haviour. He was highly pleaſed with Zadig, whoſe 
lively converſation lengthened the repaſt. At laſt 
| Arbogad faid to him; I adviſe thee to enroll thy 

| name in my catalogue; thou canſt not do better; 

F this is not a bad trade; and thou mayeſt one day 

15 become what I am at preſent.“ May I take 

the liberty of aſking thee (ſaid Zadig,) how long 

thou haſt followed this noble profeſſion?ꝰ From 
my moſt tender youth (replied the lord.) I was 

ſervant to a pretty good-natured Arabian, but 

Could not endure the hardſhips of my ſituation. I 

ö was vexed to find that fate had given me no ſhare 

bol the earth, which equally belongs to all men. I 

"Wn . umpart- 
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imparted the cauſe of my uneaſineſs to an old Ara: : 
bian, who ſaid to me; My ſon, do not deſpair; 
there was once a grain of ſand that lamented that 
it was no more than a neglected atom in the 
© deſerts; at the end'of a few years it became a 
© diamond; and it is now te br ghteſt ornament 
© in the crown of the king of the Indies.“ This 
_ diſcourſe made a deep impreſſion on my mind; 1 
was the grain of ſand, and I reſolved to become the 
diamond. I began by ſtealing two horſes; I ſoon 
got a party of companions ; I put myſelf in a con- 
dition to rob ſmall caravans ; and thus, by degrees, 
I deſtroyed the difference which had Bravery ſub- 
ſiſted between me and other men. TI had my ſhare 
of the good things of this world; and was even re- 
compenſed with uſury for the hardſhips I had ſuf- 
fered. I was greatly reſpected, and became the 
captain of a band of robbers. I ſeized this' caſtle 
by force. The ſatrape of Syria had a mind to diſ- 
poſſeſs me of it; but I was too rich to have any 
thing to fear. I gave the ſatrape a handſome pre- 
ſent, by which means I preſerved my caſtle, and 
increaſed my poſſeſſions. He even appointed me 
| treaſurer of the tributes which Arabia Petræa pays 

to the king of kings. I perform my office of re- 
ceiver with great punctuality; but take the free- 
om to diſpenſe with that of paymaſter. _ 

The grand Deſterham' of Babylon ſent hither 
# petty ſatrape in the name of king Moabdar, to 
have me ſtrangled. This man arrived with his 
orders: I was appriſed of all; I cauſed to be ſtrang- 
led in his preſence the four perſons he had brought 
with him to draw the nooſe ; after which I aſked | 
him how much his commiſſion of ſtrangling me 
might be worth. He replied, that his fees would 
amount to above three hundred pieces of gold. ; as 


% : 


The RosB2R. 0 = 
then aininced him that he might gain more by 


ſtaying with me. I made him an inferior robber; 
and he is now one of my beſt and richeſt officers. 
If thou wilt take my advice, thy ſucceſs may be 


equal to his; never was there a- better ſeaſon for 


plunder, ſince king Moabdar is killed, and all Ba- 


bylon thrown into confuſion. 
© Moabdar killed! (ſaid Zadig,) and what! is be- 
come of queen Aſtarte ?” © I know not (replied 


Arbogad.) All I know is, that Moabdar loſt his 
. ＋ and was killed; that Babylon is a ſcene of 
diſorder and bloodſhed; that all the empire is de- 
ſolated; that there are ſome fine ſtrokes to be 


ſtruck yet; and that, for my own part, I have ſtruck 
ſome that are admirable.” But the queen (faid 
Zadig;) for heaven's ſake, knoweſt thou nothin 


of the queen's fate Yes (replied he,) I have 
heard ſomething of a prince of Hircania ; if ſhe 


was not killed in the tumult, ſhe is probably one 
of his concubines ; but I am much fonder of booty 


than news. I have taken ſeveral women in my 


- excurſions ; but I keep none of them: I ſell them 
at a high price, when they are beautiful, without 
enquiring who they are. In commodities of this 


kind rank makes no difference, and a queen that 


is ugly will never find a merchant. Perhaps I may 
have fold queen Aſtarte; perhaps ſhe is dead; but, 


be it as it will, it is of little conſequence to me, 


and I ſhould imagine of as little to thee.” 80 
ſaying, he drank a large draught, which threw all 
his ideas into ſuch confuſion, that Zadig could obtain 
no farther information. 

. Tadig remained for ſome time without ſpeech, 
ſenſe, or motion. Arbogad continued drinking; 
told ſtories ; conſtantly repeated that he was the 
85 8 man in the world ; and exhorted Zadig 
5 | to 
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to put kaif; in the ſame conditioh. At laſt the 
ſoporiferous fumes of the wine lulled him into a 


gentle repoſe. Zadig paſſed the night in the moſt 


violent perturbation, * What! (aid he,) did the 


king loſe his ſenſes ? and is he killed? I cannot 
help lamenting his fate. The empire is rent in 
pieces: and this robber is happy. O fortune! O 


deſtiny! A robber is happy, and the moſt beautiful of 


nature's works hath perhaps periſhed in a barbarous 
manner, or lives in a ſtate worſe than death. O 
Aſtarte! what is become of thee ?” 
At day break, he queſtioned all thoſe he met 
in the caſtle; but they were all buſy, and he 
received no anſwer. During the night they had 
made a new capture, and, they were now em- 
ployed in dividing the ſpoil. All he could ob- 
tain in this hurry and confuſion was an opportu- 
nity of departing, which he immediately embraced, 
plunged deeper than ever in the moſt gaomy and 
mournful reflections. 5 

Zadig proceeded on his journey with a mind 
full of el and perplexity, and wholly em- 


ployed on the unhappy Aſtarte, on the king of 
Babylon, on his faithful friend Cador, on 7 4 


happy robber Arbogad, on that capricious wo- 


man whom the Babylonians had ſeized on the 


frontiers of Egypt; in a word, on all the misfor- 


tunes and 99 he had —— ſuf. 


fered. 
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5 few leagues diſtance from Arbogad's 
caſtle, he came to the banks of a ſmall ri- 
yer, {till daploving " mm and conſidering him- 
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ſelf as the moſt wretched of mankind. He ſaw a 
fiſherman lying on the brink of the river, ſcarcel 
holding, in his weak and feeble hand, a net which 
he ſeemed ready to drop, and lifting up his eyes to 
heaven. 
I am certainly (faid the fiſherman,) the moſt 
unhappy man in the world. I was univerſally al- 
lowed to be the moſt famous dealer in cream- 
cheeſe in Babylon, and yet I am ruined. I had 
the moſt handſome wife that any man in my ſta- 
iion could have; and by her I have been betray- 
ed. I had ſtill left a paltry houſe, and that I have 
ſeen pillaged and deſtroyed: At laſt I took refuge 
in this cottage, where I have no other reſource . 
than fiſhing, and yet I cannot cateh a ſingle fiſh. 
Oh, my net! no more will I throw thee into the 
water ; I will throw myſelf in thy place. ” - Bo Ws. -- 
ing, he atoſe and advanced forward, in the attitude 
of a man ready to throw himſelf into the river, and 
thus to finiſh his life. 
* What! ſaid Ladig to himſelf, are thete 1 men as 
wretched as I?” His eagerneſs to ſave the fiſher- 
man's life was as ſudden as this reflection. He 
runs to him, ſtops him, and ſpeaks to him with a, 
tender and compaſſionate air. Itis commonly ſup- 
poſed that we are leſs miſerable when we have 
companions in our miſery.. This, according to 
Zoroaſter, does not proceed from malice, but ne- 
ceſſity. We feel ourſelves inſenſibly drawn to an 
unhappy perſon as to one like ourſelves: The joy 
of the happy would be an inſult; but two men in. 
diſtreſs are 1 like two ſlender trees, which mutually . 
ſupporting each other, fortify themſelves againſt - 
the ſtorm. ©* Why, ſaid Zadig'to the fiſherman, 1 
doſt thou ſink under thy misfortunes ?? « Becauſe 
| (replied he,) I ſee no means of relief. I was the 


VoL, I. 1 by. . 7 moſt 


I made the beſt cream - cheeſe in the empire. 


 - ., Te FISHERMAN, 


moſt conſiderable 1 man in the village of Derlback, 
near Babylon, and with the aſſiſtance of m wife 
Queen 

Aſtarte, and the famous miniſter Zadig, were ex- 
tremely fond of them. I had ſent them fix hundred 


- Cheeſes, and one day went to the city to receive my 


money; but. on my arrival at Babylon, was '+torm- 
ed that the queen and Zadig had diſappeared. I ran 
to the houſe of lord Zadig, whom I had never 
Teen ; but found there the inferior officers of the 


1 grand Deſterham, who being furniſhed with a roy- 


al licence, were plundering it with great loyalty 


and order. From thence I flew to the queen's kit- 


chen, ſome of the lords of which told me that the 
queen was dead; ſome ſaid the was in priſon ; and 
others pretended that ſhe had made her eſcape; 


but they all agreed in aſſuring me that I would not 


be paid for my cheeſe. I went with my wife to 


the houſe of lord Orcan, who was one of my cuſ- 


tomers, and begged his protection in my preſent 
diſtreſs. He granted it to my wife, but refuſed it 


tome. She was whiter than the cream-cheeſes 


that began my misfortune ; and the luſtre of the 
Tyrian purple was not more bright than the car- 
nation which animated this whiteneſs. For this 
reaſon Orcan detained her, and drove me from his 
houſe. In my deſpair I wrote a letter to my dear 
wife. She ſaid to the bearer, © Ha, ha! I know | 
the writer of this a little; I have heard his name 
mentioned; the. ſay he makes excellent cream- 


cC.heeſe; deſire him to ſend me ſome, and he ſhall 
de Paid. .- # 


In my diſtreſs I ius to apply to Julie. 1 


had ſtill ph ounces of gold remaining : I was by 
liged to give two to the lawyer whom I conſulted, 
two to the procurator who undertook my cauſe, | 
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and two to the ſecretary of the firſt ple When 
all this was done, my buſineſs was not begun; and 
I had already expended more money than my 
cheeſe and my wife were worth, I returned to my 
own village, with an intention to ſell my houſe, in 
o:der to enable me to recover my wife. 

My houſe was well worth ſixty ounces of gold; 
but as my,neighbours ſaw that T was poor, and ob- 
liged to ſell it, the firſt to whom I applied offered 
me thirty ounces, the ſecond twenty, and the third 
ten. Bad as theſe offers were, I was ſo blind that 
I was going to ſtrike a bargain, when a prince of 
Hircania came to Babylon, and ravaged all in his 
way. My houſe was firſt ſacked and then burnt. 

Having thus loſt my money, my wife, and my 
houſe, I retired into this country, where thou now 
ſeeſt me. I have endeavoured to gain a ſubſiſtence 
by fiſhing ; but the fiſh make a mock of me as 
well as the men. I catch none; I die with hun- 
ger ; and had itnot been for thee, auguſt. comfort- 
er, I ſhould have periſhed in the river.” 

The fiſherman was not allowed to give this 1 
account without interruption ; at every moment, 
 adig, moved and tranſported, ſaid, What! 
knoweſt thou nothing of the queen's fate 2? <« No, 
my Lord, replied the fiſherman ; but I know th: t 
neither the queen nor, Zadig have paid me for my 
cream-cheeſes ; that I have loſt my wife, and am 
now reduced to deſpair.” © I flatter myſelf, ſaid 
_ Zadig, that thou wilt not loſe all thy money. I 

have heard of this Zadig ; he is an honeſt man; 
and if he return to Babylon, as he expects, he will 
give thee more than he owes thee : but with re- 
gard to thy wife, who is not ſo honeſt, I adviſe thee 
not to ſeek to recover her. Believe me, go to Ba- 
| "INE I ſhall be there before thee, becauſe Jam 
">: mY 8 on 
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on horſeback, and thou art on foot. Apply to ) the 


5 illuſtrious Cadot ; tell him thou haſt met his friend 3 


wait for me at his houſe : go, perhaps thou wilt not 
always be unhappy. 

O powerful Oromazes ! continued he, thou 
employeſt me to comfort this man; whom wilt thou 
employ to give me conſolation ?” So ſaying, he 2585 
the fiſherman half the money he had brought 
Arabia. The fiſherman, ſtruck with ſurpriſe, and 


'Taviſhed with; joy, kiſſed the feet of the friend of Ca- 
dor, and ſaid, Thou art ſurely an angel ſent from 


heaven to fave me!“ 
Mean while Zadig continued to make freſh in- 


Auiries, and to ſhed tears. What! my lord, cried 


the fiſherman, art thou then ſo unhappy, thou who 
beſtoweſt favours?” * An hundred times more un- 


happy than thee, replied Zadig.” * But how is it 


poſſible, ſaid the good man, that the giver can be 
more wretched than the receiver?“ © Becauſe, re- 


plied Zadig, thy greateſt miſery aroſe from poverty, 


and mine is ſeated in the heart.“ Did Orcan 


take thy wife from thee ?” ſaid the fiſherman. This 
word recalled to Zadig's mind the whole of his ad- 
ventures. He repeated the catalogue of his misfor- 


tunes, beginning with the queen's bitch, and ending 


with his arrival at the caftle of the robber Arbo- 
gad. Ah! ſaid he to the fiſherman, Orcan de- 
ſerves to be puniiſhed ; but it is commonly ſuch men 
as thoſe that are the favourites of fortune. How- 
ever, go thou to the houſe of lord Cador, and there 
wait my arrival.” They then parted : the fiſher- 
man walked, thanking heaven for the happineſs of 


his condition ; and Zadig rode, accuſing fortune 
for the hardneſs of his lot. 


- 
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A in a beautiful meadow, th therg ſaw 

ſeveral women, who were ſearching for ſome- 

ching with great application. He took the liberty 

to approach one of them, and to aſk if he might 
have the honour to aſſiſt them in their ſearch. 

Take care that thou doſt not, replied the Syrian; 

What we are ſearching for can be touched only by 

) women.” «© Strange, faid Zadig, may I preſume 

dss aſk thee what it is that women only are permitted 

to touch.” It is a baſiliſk, ſaid ſhe.” * A baſi- 

. Uſk, madam ! and for what purpoſe, pray, doſt thou 

ſeek for a baſiliſæ? It is for our lord and maſter 

Ogul, whoſe caſtle thou ſeeſt on the bank of that 

river, at the end of the meadow. We are his moſt 

humble flaves. The lord Ogul is ſick. His phy- 

ſician hath ordered him to eat a baſiliſk, ſtewed in 

roſe- water; and as it is a very rare animal, and can 

only be taken by women, the lord Ogul hath pro- 

miſed to chooſe for his well beloved wife the woman 

that ſhall bring him a baſiliſk ; let me go on in my 

ſearch; for thou ſeeſt what I ſhall loſe if I am 

prevenited by my companions. =» þ ſl 

* Tadig left her and the other Aida =. 3 

ſearch | or their baſiliſk, and continued to walk j 

in the meadow ; when coming to the brink of a 7 
ſmall rivulet, he found another lady lying on the 
graſs, and who was not ſearching for any thing. 

Her perſon ſeemed to be majeſtic ; but her face 

was covered with a veil. She was inclined to- 
wards the rivulet, and profound ſighs proceeded 
from her mouth. In her hand ſhe held a ſmall. 
rod with which ſhe was tracing characters on the 
ine ſand that lay between the "Ou and the brook. 
0 
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Zadig had the curioſity to examine what this wo- 
man was writing. He drew near; he ſaw the let- 


ter Z, then an A; he was aſtoniſhed: then ap- 
peared a D; he ſtartel. But never was ſurpriſe 


1 225 to his, when he ſaw the two laſt letters of 


his name. He ſtood for ſome time immoveable. 
At laſt breaking ſilence with a faultering voice, 
O generous lady! pardon a ſtranger, an unfor- 
c tunate man, for preſuming to aſk thee by what 
a ſurpriſing adventure I here find the name of La- 
« dig traced out by thy divine hand.“ At this 
voice, and theſe words, the lady lifted up the veil 
with a trembling hand, looked at Zadig, ſent forth 
. a cry of tenderneſs, ſurpriſe, and joy, and ſinking 
under the various emotions which at once aſſaulted 
her ſoul, fell ſpeechleſs into his arms. It was 
Altarte herſelf ; ; it was the queen of Babylon; it 
was ſhe whom Zadig adored, and whom he had re- 
proached himſelf for adoring ; it was ſhe whoſe 
misfortunes he had ſo deeply lamented, and for 
whoſe fate he had been ſo anxiouſly concerned. 
He Was for a moment deprived of the uſe of his 


SET ſenſes, when he had fixed his eyes on thoſe of 


Aſtarte, which now began to open again with a 
languor mixed with confuilon and tenderneſs : 
* Oye immortal powers! cried he, who preſide 
over the fates of * mortals, do ye indeed re- 
ſtore Aſtarte to me ! at what a time, in what a place, 
aid. in what a condition do I again behold her ?” 


Ile fell on his knees before Aſtarte, and laid his 


face in the duſt of her feet. The queen of Baby- 
lon raiſed him up, and made him fit by her fide 
on the brink of the rivulet. She frequently wiped 
her eyes, from which the tears continued to flow 
_ afreſh: the twenty times reſumed her diſcourſe, 
which her 8h as often interrupted: the * 
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what Range accident they were brought edzpther ; A 
and ſuddenly prevented his anſwers by other queſ- 
tions: the waved the account of her own misfor- 
tunes, and deſired to be informed of thoſe of Ta- 
dig. At laſt, both of them having a little com- 
poſed the tumult of their ſouls, Ladig acquainted _ 
her in a few words by what adventure he was 
brought into that meadow. But, O unhappy 
and reſpectable queen! by what means do I find 
thee in this lonely place, clothed in the habit of a 
ſlave, and accompanied by other female ſlaves, wo 
are ſearching for a baſiliſk, which, by order of the 
phyſician, is to be ſtewed in roſe. water?“ 
„While they are ſearching for their baſiliſk, ſaid 
the fair Aſtarte, I will inform thee of all I have 
ſuff red, for which heaven has ſufficiently 1 recom- 
penſed me, by reſtoring thee to my fight., Thou 
knoweſt that the king, my huſband, was vexed to 
ſee thee the moſt amiable of mankind; and that 
or this reaſon he one night reſolved to ſtrangle 
tthee and poiſon me. Thou knoweſt how heaven 
permitted my little mute to inform me of the or- 
ders of his ſublime majeſty. Hardly had the faith- 
ful Cador obliged thee to depart, in obedience to 
my command, when he ventured to enter my a- 
partment at midnight by a ſecret paſſage. He car- 
Tied me off, and conducted me to the temple of 
Oromazes, Where the magi his brother ſhut me up 
in that huge ſtatue, whoſe baſe reaches to the foun- 
dation of the temple, and whoſe top riſes to the 
ſummit of the dome. I was there buried in a man- 
ner; but was ſerved by the magi, and ſupplied 
with all the neceſſaries of life. At break of day 
his Majeſty's apothecary ntered my chamber with 
a potion compoſed of a m 9 of henbane, opium, 
-hemlock, black hellebore, and aconite; 3 and ano. 
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ther officer went to thine with a bowſtring of blue | 
"ilk. Neither of us were to be found. Cador, the 
better to deceive the king, pretended to come and 
accuſe us both. He ſaid that thou hadſt taken the 
| dies, and I that to Memphis ; on 
s guards were immediately diſ- 
patched in parſuit of us both. | 
e The couriers who purſued me did not know 
me. I had hardly ever ſhewn my face to any but 
thee, and to thee only i in the preſence, and by the 
order of my huſband. They conducted them 
"ſelves in the purſuit by the deſcription that had 


been given them of my perſon. On the frontiers 


of Egypt they met with a woman of the ſame ſta: | 
ture with me, and poſſeſſed perhaps of greater 
charms. She was weeping and wandering, They 
made no doubt but that this woman was the queen 
of Babylon, and accordingly brought her to oab- 
dar: Their miſtake at firſt threw the King into a 
violent paſſion ; but having viewed this woman 
more attentively, he found her extremely handſome, 
and was comforted. She was called Miſſouf. 1 
have ſince been informed, that this name in the 

Egyptian language ſignifies the capricious fair one. 
She was ſo in reality; but ſhe had as much cunning 
as caprice. She pleaſed Moabdar, and gained ſuch 
an aſcendency over him as to make him chuſe her 
for his wife. Her character then began to appear 
in its true colours. She gave herſelf up, without 
ſcruple, to all the freaks of a wanton imagination. 
She would have obliged the chief of the magi, who 
was old and g gouty, to dance before her; and on 
his refuſal, ſhe perſecuted: him with the moſt unre- 
 lenting cruelty. She ordered her maſter of the horſe 
to make her a pye of ſweetmeats. In vain did he 


repreſent that he was not a paſtry-cook ; he was 
I, 12 
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ices to make i it, and loſt his place, becauſe it 
was baked a little too hard. The poſt of maſter of 
the horſe ſhe gave to her dwarf, and that of chan- 
cellor to her page. In this manner did the govern. 
Babylon. Every bedy regretted the loſs of me. 
The Ying, who till the moment of his reſolving te /- 
poiſon me and ſtrangle thee, had been a tolerably | 
ood kind of man, ſeemed now to have drowned all 
bis virtues in his immoderate fondneſs for this capri- 
cious fair one. He came to the temple on the 
great day of the feaſt held in honour of the ſacred 
fire. I ſaw him implore the gods in behalf of 

| Miſſouf, at the feet of the ſtatue in which I was 

| 1 I raiſed my voice, I cried out, *© The 

gods reject the prayers of a king who is now be- 

come a tyrant, and who attempted to murder a 

reaſonable wife, in order to marry a woman re- 

markable for nothing but her folſy and extrava- 
gance.“ „At theſe words Moabdar was confound-. 

ed, and his head became diſordered; The oracle I 

had pronounced, and the tyranny of Miſſouf, con- 

ſpired to deprive him of his judgment, and in © fe 
days his reaſon entirely forſook him. 

His madneſs, which ſeemed to be the judg- | 
ment of heaven, was the ſignal to a revolt. The - 
people roſe, and ran to arms; 3 and Babylon, which | 
had been ſo long immerſed in idleneſs and effemi- 

nacy, became the theatre of a bloody civil war. I 
was taken from the heart of my ſtatue, and placed 

at the head of a party. Cador flew to Memphis 
to bring thee back to Babylon. The prince of Hir- 
cania, infornied of theſe fatal events, returned with 
his army, and made a third party in Chaldæa. He 
attacked the king,” who fted before him with his 
capricious Egyptian, Moabdar died pierced with 
wounds. Mi uf fell into the Hands of the con- 
Voi. II e / querok.. 
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queror. I myſelf had the misfortune to be taken 
by a party of Hircanians, who conducted me to 
their prince's tent, at the very moment that Miſ- 


ſouf was brought before him. Thou wilt doubtleſs 


be pleaſed to hear that the prince thought me 


more. beautiful than the Egyptian; but thou wilt 
be ſorry to be informed that he deſigned me for 


his ſeraglio. He told me, with a blunt and reſo- 
lute air, that as ſoon as he had finiſhed a military 
expedition, which he was juſt going to undertake, 
he would come to me. Judge how great mult have 
been my grief. My ties with Moabdar were al- 


2 deſſolved; I might have been the wife of 


Zadig; and I was fallen into the hands of a barba- 
rian. I anſwered him with all the pride which my 
high rank and noble ſentiment could inſpire. I 


had always heard it affirmed, that heaven ſtamped 
on perſons of my condition a mark of grandeur, 
which, with a ſingle word or gl-nce, could reduce 


to the lowlineſs of the moſt profound reſpe&, thoſe 


raſh and forward perſons who preſume to deviate 
from the rules of politeneſs. I ſpoke like a queen, 


but was treated like a maid-ſervant. The Hirca- 
nian, without even dei ning to ſpeak to me, told 
his black eunuch that IJ was impertinent, but that 
he thought me handſome. He ordered him to take 


care of me, and to put me under the regimen of 


favourites, that ſo my complexion being improved, 

I might be the more worthy of his favours, when 
he ſhould be at leiſure to honour me- with them. 
I told him, that, rather than ſubmit to his deſires, 


I would put an end to my life. He replied with a 
'ſmile, that women, he believed, were not ſo blood- 


- thirſty, and that he was accuſtomed to ſuch violent 


Expreſſions ; and then left. me with the air of S. 


man who had juſt * another parrot into his avi- 
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ary. What a ſtate for the firſt queen of the uni- 
verſe, and, what is more, for a heart devoted to 
At theſe words Zadig threw himſelf at her cy 
and bathed them with his tears. Aſtarte raiſed 
him with great tenderneſs, and thus continued her 
ſtory. © I now ſaw myſelf in the power of a bar- 
barian, and rival to the fooliſh woman with whom 
I was confined. She gave me an account of her 
adventures in Egypt. From the deſcription ſhe 
gave of your 0 from the time, from the dro- 
medary on whi 


ich you was mounted, and from eve- 
ry other circumſtance, I inferred that Ladig was 
the man who had fought for her. I doubted not 
but that you was at Memphis, and therefore reſol- 
ved to repair thither. Beautiful Miſſouf, ſaid I, 
thou art more handſome than I, and will pleaſe the 
prince of Hircania much better. Aſſiſt me in con- 
triving the means of my eſcape; thou wilt then 
reign alone; thou wilt at once make me happy, 
and rid thyſelf of a rival. Miſſouf concerted with. - 
me the means of my flight; and I departed ſecretly 
with a female Egyptian flave. e 
As I approached the frontiers of Arabia, 2 
famous robber, named Arbogad, ſeized me, and 
ſold me to ſome merchants, who-brought me to 
this caſtle, where lord Ogul reſides. He bought _ © 
me without knowing who I was, He is a voluptua- 
ry, ambitious of nothing but; good living, and 
thinks that God ſent him into the world for no 
other purpoſe than to fit at table. He is fo ex: 
tremely corpulent, that he is always in danger of 
ſuffocation. His phyſician, who has but little ere- 
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dit with him when he has a good digeſtion, governs 
him with a deſpotic ſway when he has ate too much. 
He has perſuaded him that a bafiliſk ſtewed in roſe, 
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water will effect 2 complete cure. The lord Os 
hath promiſed his hand to the female ſlave that 


brings him a baſiliſæ. Thou ſeeſt that I leave them 


to vie with each other in meriting this honour; 
and never was I leſs deſirous of finding the ba- 
ſiliſk * ſince heaven hath reſtored thee to my | 
ſight.“ | 


This account was ſucceeded by a lon converſa- 


tion between Aſtarte and Ladig, conſiſting of eve- 


ry thing that their long ſuppreffed ſentiments, their 


great ſufferings, and their mutual loye, could inſpire 


into hearts the moſt noble and tender; and the 


genii who preſide over love carried their words to 
the ſ here of Venus. | 

x e women. returned to Ogul without having 
found the baſiliſk. Tadig was introduced to this 
mighty lord, and ſpoke to him in the following 
terms: May immortal health deſcend from hea- 


ven to bleſs all thy days! I am a phyſician: at the 


firſt report of thy indiſpoſition I flew to thy caſtle, 
and have now brought thee a baſiliſk ſtewed in roſe- 


Water. Not that! pretend to marry thee, All I 


alk is the liberty of a I] ſlave, who hath 


been in thy poſſeſſion for a few days; and, if 1 ſhould 
not be ſo happy as to cure thee, magnificent lord 


Ogul, I conſent to remain a ſlave in her place.” 
Lhe propoſal was accepted. Aſtarte ſet out for 
Babylon with Ladig s ſervant, promiſing, immedi- 
ately upon her arrival, to ſend 4 courier to inform 
him of all that had happened. Their parting was 
as tender as their meeting. The moment of meet- 
ing, and that of parting are the two greateſt epo- 
chas of life, as ſayeth the great book of Zend. Ladig 
loved the queen with as much ardour as he profeſſ- 


ed; and the queen loved Zadig more than the 
| thought) "OY to CE: chal | ; 


Mean 
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. TZadig ſpoke thus to Ogul: e My 


Iord, my baſiliſk is not to be eaten; all its virtue 
muſt enter through thy pores. I have incloſed it 
in a little ball, blown up and covered with a fine 


Kin. Thou muſt ſtrike this ball with all thy might, 
and J muſt ſtrike it back for a conſiderable time; 


and by obſerving this regimen for a few days, thou 
wilt ſee the effects of my art.” The firſt, day 


Ogul was out of breath, and thought he ſhould 


have died with fatigue. The ſecond, he was leſs 


fatigued, ſlept better. In eight days he recovered 
all the ſtrength, all the health, all the agility and 


cCheerfulneſs of his moſt agreeable years. Thou 
haſt played at ball, and haſt been temperate, ſaid 
Ladig, know that there! is no ſuch thing in nature 


as a baſiliſk ; that temperance and exerciſe are the 
two great preſervatives of health; and that the art 


of reconciling intemperance and health f is as chime- 
ical as the philoſopher's ſtone, judicial aſtrology, 


or the theology of the magi.“ 


4 


Ogul's firſt phyſician obſerving how dangerous 


this man might prove to the medical art, formed 
à deſign, in conjunction with the apothecary, to 
ſend Ladig to ſearch for a baſiliſk in the other 
world. Thus, after having ſuffered fuch a long 


train of calamities on account of his good Actions, 


he was now upon the point of loſing his life for 


curing a gluttonous lord. He was invited to an 


excellent dinner, and was to have been poiſoned 


in the ſecond courſe; but, during the firſt, he 
happily received a courier from the fair Aſtarte. 


When one is beloved by a beautiful woman, ſays 


the great Loroaſter, he hath always the good for- 
tune to extricate himſelf out of SEN kind of diffi- 
2 and 28985 1 5 
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"HE queen was received at Babylon with al 
| thoſe tranſports of joy which are ever felt 
on the return of a beautiful princeſs who hath been 
involved in calamities. Babylon was now in great- 


er tranquillity. The prince of Hircania, had been 


killed in battle. The victorious Babylonians de- 


_ clared that the N ſhould marry the man whom 
| they ſhould chuſe for their ſovereign. They were 
| N that the firſt place in the world, that of 


huſband to Aſtarte and king of Babylon, 00 

wou not depend on cabals and intrigues. They 
es to acknowledge for king the man who, upon 
trial, ſnould be found to be poſſeſſed of the greateſt 
valour and the greateſt wiſdom. Accordingly, at 
the diſtance of a few leagues from the city, a ſpaci- 
ous place was marked out for the liſt, ſurrounded 


with magnificent amphitheatres. Thither the com- 


bdatants were to repair in complete armour- Each 


of them had a ſeparate apartment behind the am- 


* where they were neither to be ſeen nor 


own by any one. Each was to encounter four 


i knights; and thoſe that were ſo, happy as to con- 


quer four, were then to engage with one another; 
ſo that he who remained the laſt maſter of the 
field, would be proclaimed conqueror at the games. 
Four days after, he was to return with the ſame 


arms, and to explain the znigmas propoſed by the 


magi. If he did not explain the ænigmas, he was 


not king; and the running at the lances was to be- 
| gin afreſh, till a-man ſhould be found who was con- 


queror in both theſe combats; for they were abſo- 


lutely determined to have a king poſſeſſed of the 


greateſt wiſdom and the moſt invincible courage. 
The queen was all the while to be ſtrictiy guarged: 


0 Ihe 
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ſhe was only allowed to be preſent af the games, 
and even there ſhe was to be covered with à veil; 
but was not permitted to ſpeak to any of the com- 
petitors, that ſo they might neither receive favour, 


nor ſuffer injuſtice. 
Theſe particulars Aſtarte nig el to ler 


lover, hoping, that, in order to obtain her, he would 


ſhew himſelf poſlefſed of greater courage and wil. 


dom than any other perſon. Zadig ſet out on his 
journey, beſeeching Venus to tortify his courage 


and enlighten his underſtanding. He arrived on 


the banks of the Euphrates on the eve of this great 


day. He cauſed his device to be inſeribed among 
. thoſe of the combatants, concealing his face and his 


name, as the law ordained; and then went to re- 


poſe himſelf in the apartment that. fell to him by 
lot. His friend Cador, who, after the fruitleſs ſearch 


he had made for him in Egypt, was now returned 


to Babylon, ſent to his tent a complete ſuit of ar- 
mour, which was a preſent from the queen; as alſo 


from himſelf, one of the fineſt horſes in Perſia. 


Ladig preſently perceived that theſe preſents were 


tent by Aſtarte; and from thence his courage de- 


rived freſh ſtrength, and his love the molt animat- 
ing hopes. 
Next day, the queen being Wien üer a cano- 


py of jewels, and the amphitheatres filled with all 


the gentlemen and ladies of rank in Babylon, the 


combatants appeared in the circus. Each of them 
came and laid his device at the feet of the grand 


magi. They drew their devices by lot; and that 
of Zadig was the laſt. The firſt who advanced was 
a certain lord, named Itobad, very rich and very 
vain, but poſſeſſed of little courage, of leſs addreſs, 
and hardly of any judgment at all. His ſervants 
had perſuaded him that fuch a man as he ought 


to be * 3 he had aid 1 in 2 " Such a man 


a8. 


\ 


% 


1 
as I Sight to reign * and thus they had armed bim | 


eap-a-pee. He wore an armour of gold enamelled 
witli green, a plume of green feathers, and a lance 
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adorned with green ribbands. It was inſtantly per- 
_ ceived by the manner in which Itobad managed 
his horſe, that it was not for ſuch a man as him 
that heaven reſerved the ſcepter of Babylon. The 
firſt knight that ran againſt him threw him out of 


his ſaddle the ſecond laid him flat on his horſe 8 


\ 


buttocks, with his legs in the air, and his arms ex- 


_ _ tended. Itobad recovered FIGK1 but with ſo bad 


a grace, that the whole amphitheatre burſt out a- 
laughing. The third knight diſdained to make uſe 
of his lance; but, making a paſs at him, took him 


by the right leg, and wheeling him half-round, laid 
him proſtrate on the ſand. The ſquires of the 


mes ran to him laughing, and replaced him in 


His ſaddle. The fourth combatant took him by 4 


the left leg, and tumbled him down on the other 


_ fide. - He was conducted back with ſcornful ſhouts 


to his tent, where, according tothe law, he was to 
paſs the night ; ; and as he limped along, with great 


difficulty, he ſaid; © What an adventure for ſuch 


a man as I!” 
The 6ther knights 0 themſelves with 


| ester ability and ſucceſs. Some of them conquer- 


ed two combatants; a few of them vanquiſhed 
three; but none but prince Otamus conquered 
four. At laſt Ladig fought in his turn. He ſuc- 
ceſſively threw four knights off their ſaddles, with 
all the grace imaginable. It then remained to be 
ſeen who ſhould be conqueror, Otamus or Zadig. 
The arms of the firſt were gold and blue, with a 
plume of the ſame colour; thoſe of the laſt were 


+ white: The wiſhes of all the ſpectators were divided 


between the e in blue and the knight in white. 
5 The 
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The queen, whoſe heart was in a violent palpita- \ 
tion, offered prayers to. heaven for the ſucceſs of the Þ 
white colour... . | 
The two champions made their paſſes and vauks 
with ſo much agility, they mutually gave and re- 
ceived ſuch dexterous blows with their lances, and 
ſat ſo firmly in their ſaddles, that every body but i 
the queen wiſhed there might be two kings in 2 0 © 
bylon. At length, their horſes being tired, and 
their lances broken, Zadig had recourſe ta this 
ſtratagem: He paſſes behind the blue prince; 
{prings upon the buttocks of his horſe ; ſeizes hing : 
by the middle; throws him on the aan ; places 
bimſelf in the ſaddle; and wheels around Otamus 
as he lay extended on the ground. All the amphi- 
theatre cried out, Victory to the white Knight!“ 
Otamus riſes in a violent paſſion, and draws his 
| ſword; Tadig leaps from his harſe with his ſabre 
in his band. Both of them are now on the ground, 
engaged in a new combat, where ſtrength and agili- 
ty triumph by turns. The plumes of their hel- 
5 the ſtuds of their bracelets, and the rings of | 
their armour, are driven to a great diſtance by the ( 
violence of a thouſand furious blows. They ſtrike j 
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with the point and the edge; to the right, to the - f 
left; on the head, on the breaſt; they retreat; they * p 
advance; ; they meaſure ſwords ; they cloſe; they | 
ſeize each other; they bend like ſerpents; they _ 


attack like lions; and the fire every moment flaſhes 
from their blows, At laſt Zadig, having recovered 
his ſpirits, ſtops ; makes a feint; leaps upon Ot 
mus; throws him on the ground and diſarms him; 
and Otamus cries out; © It is thou alone, O white 
knighr, that oughteſt to reign over Babylon!” The 
queen was now af the height of her oy, The 
| Vor- „* e 1 ebe ? 
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knighe; i in blue armoiir. and the knight in white, 
were conducted each to his own apartment, as wel} 
as all the others, according to the intention of the 
law. Mutes came to wait upon them, and to ſerye 
them at table. It may be eaſily ſuppoſed that the 
queen's little mute waited upon Zadig. They were 
then left to themſelves, to enjoy the ſweets of re- 
ſe till next morning, at which time the conquer- 
or was to bring his device to the grand magi, to 
compare it with that which he had _ and make 
himſelf known: ? To 
Zadig, though deeply in te was ſo mach 
fallimed that he could not help ſleeping.  Itobad, 
WhO lay near him, never cloſed his eyes. He 
aroſe in the night, entered his apartment, took 
the white arms and the device of Zadig, and put 
his green armour in their place. At break of day, 
he went boldly to the grand magi, to declare that 
ſo great a man as he was conqueror. This was 
little expected; however, he was proclaimed while 
-Ladig was tilbafleep.”- Aſtarte, ſurpriſed and filled 
with deſpair, returned Ik Babylon. The amphi- 
*theatre was almoſt empty, when Zadig awoke; he 
ſought for his arms, but could find none bur: the 
green armour. - With this he was obliged to cover 
hinafelf, having nothing elle near him.  Aſtoniſhed 
and enraged, he put it on in a furious pokes, 
and advanced in this equipage :. 
I be people that ſtill . dl in the Ni. 
: ichonre and the circus received him with hoors and 
hiſſes. They ſurrounded him, and inſulted him to 
his face. Never did man ſuffer ſuch cruel mortifi- 
- cations.. He loſt his patience; with his ſabre he diſ- 
perſed ſuch of the populace'as dared: to affront him; 
but he knew not: what courſe to take. He could 
not fee He: e ves could not claim the white 
m_ armour 
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. ſhe had dt him. without üg 1 5 
and thus, while ſhe was plunged in grief, he was 


filled with fury and diſtraction. He walked on the 


banks of the Euphrates, fully perſuaded that his 
ſtar had deſtined him to inevitable miſery; and re- 
volving in his mind all bis misfortunes, from the 
adventure of the woman who hated one-eyed men, 
to that of his armour; ** This (faid he,) 1 is the 
conſequence of my having ſlept too long. Had 1 
ſlept leſs, I ſhould now have been king of Babylon, 
and in poſſeſſion of Aſtarte. Knowledge, virtue, 


and courage, have hitherto ſerved only to make 
me miſerable.” He then let fall ſome ſecret mur- 
murings againſt Providence, and was tempted to 
believe that the world was governed by a cruel deſ- 
tiny, which oppreſſed the good, and. proſpered 
knights in green armour. One of his greateſt - 


mortifications was his being obliged to wear that 
green armour which had expoſed him to ſuch con- 
tumelious treatment. - A merchant happening to 
paſs by, he ſold it to him for a trifle, and bought a 
gown and a long bonnet. In this gafb he pro- 
ceeded along the banks of the Euphrates, filled 
with deſpair, and ſecretly accuſing Providence, 


which thus continued to Fate him wich unre- 
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her mit, whoſe white and venerable beard 


Bung Fes to his girdle; He held a book in his 


hand, which he read with great attention. Tadig 


ſtopt, and made him a profound obeifance. The v 
hermit returned the compliment with ſuch a noble 
; EEC and 
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and engaging air, that Zadig had the cutiofiry to 
enter into converſation with him. He aſked. him 
what book it was that he had been reading? © It 
zs the book of deſtinies (faid the hermit ;} wouldſt 
thou chooſe to look into it? He put the book into 
the hands of Zadig, who, thoroughly verſed as he 
was in ſeveral languages, could not decypher a 
ſingle character of it. This only redoubled his 
euriofity. © Thou ſeemeſt (ſaid this good father,) 
to be in great diſtreſs.” “. Alas! (replied Zadig,) 
1 have but too much reaſon.” © If thou wilt per- 
mit me to accompany thee (reſumed the old man,) 
perhaps I may be of ſome ſervice to thee. I have 
| often poured the bahn of conſolation into the bleed. 
Ing heart of the unhappy.” Zadig felt himſelf in- 
| ee with reſpect for the air, the beard, and the : 
bock of the min He found, in the courſe of 
the converſation, that he was poſſeſſed of ſuperior 
degrees of kriowledge. The de talked of fate, 
of juſtice, of morals, of the chieĩ good, of bat 
weakneſs, and of virtue and vice, with fuch a ſpirit- 
ed and moving eloquence, that Zadig felt himſelf 
- drawn toward him by an irreſiſtible charm. He 
earneſtly entreated the favour of his company till 
| their return to Babylon. I aſk the ſame favour ' 
of thee (faid the old man;) ſwear to me by Oro- 
mates, that whatever I do, thou wilt not leave me 
for ſome days.” Zadig bas and they ſet out 
together. 
In the evening." the two e arrived at 2 
4 ſoaperb caſtle. The hermit entreated a hoſpitable 
reception for himſelf and the young man who ac 
companied him. The porter, whom one might 
have eaſily miſtaken for a great lord, introduced 
them with a kind of difdainful civility. He pre- 
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them his maſter's, magnificent apartments. They 
were admitted to the lower end of the table, with- 


out being honoured with the leaſt mark of regard 
by the lord of the caſtle; but they were ſerved, like 


the reſt, with delicacy and profuſion. They were 
then preſented with water to waſh their hands, in a 


golden baſon adorned with emeralds and rubies. 
At laſt they were conducted to bed in a beautiful 
apartment; and, in the morning, a domeſtic 


brought each of them a piece of gold, after which : 


they took their leave and departed. - 


The maſter of the houſe (ſaid Zadig, as they 


were proceeding on the journey, ) appears to be a 
generous man, though ſomewhat too phe he 
| nobly performs the duties of hoſpitality.” At that 


inſtant he obſerved, that ai kind of Jarge pocket, | 


which the hermit had was filled and diſtended 7 3 
and upon looking more narrowly, he found that it 
contained the golden baſon adorned with precious 


ſtones, which the hermit had ſtolen. He durſt 


not then take any notice of it; bat he was filled 


Vith a ſtrange furpriſe. 


About noon, the hermit came to ihe door of 
2 paultry houſe, inhabited by a rich miſer, and 


begged the favour of an hoſpitable reception for 


a few hours. An old ſervant, in a tattered garb, 
received them with a blunt and rude air, and led 
themrinto the ſtable, where he gave them ſome rot- 


ten olives, mouldy bread, and four beer. The 


hermit ate and drank with as much ſeeming fatif- 


faction as he had done the evening before; and 


then addreſling himſelf to the old ſervant, who 
watched them both, to prevent their ſtealing any 


thing, and rudely preſſed them to depart, he gave 
bim the two pieces of gold he had received in the 
1 and thanked him — his great civility : : 


"oY 


« Pray (added. he,) allow me to 3 to thy mal. 5 
ie The ſervant, filled with aſtoniſhment, intro- 
duced the two travellers. Magnificent lord! 


(c aid the hermit,) I cannot but return thee my moſt. 


humble thanks ſor the noble manner in which thou 
haſt entertained us. Be pleaſed to accept of this 
golden baſon as a ſmall mark of my gratitude.” 
The miſer ſtarted, and was ready to fall n 3 
but the hermit, without giving him time to recover 


trom his ſurpriſe, inſtantly departed with his young | 
felow-traveller. © Father (ſaid Zadig,) what is 


the meaning of all this? thou leemeſt to me to be. 
entirely different from other men; tliou ſtealeſt a 
golden baſon adorned with precious ſtones, from a 
lord who received thee magnificently, and giveſt it 
to a miſer who treats thee with indignity.” . Son 
| (replied the old man,) this magnificent lord; who 
receives ſtrangers only from yanity and oſtentation, 
will hereby be rendered more wiſe ; and the miſer 
will learn to practiſe the duties of hoſpitality. Be 
ſurpriſed at nothing, but follow me.“ Ladig knew 
not as yet whether he was. in company with dhe 
moſt fooliſh or the moſt prudent of mankind; but 
the hermit ſpoke with ſuch an aſcendancy, that 
Tadig, who was moreqver bound * hisoath, could 
not refuſe to follow him. 
In the evening, they arrived at a. houſe built wich 

| equal elegance and fimplicity, where nothing ſa- 
voured either of  p: odigality or avarice. The 
maſter of it was a philoſopher, who had retired 
from the world, and who cultivated in peace the 
ſtudy of virtue and wiſdom, without any of that 
rigid and moroſe ſeverity, ſq commonly to be 
found in men of his character. He had choſen to 
build this country-houſ2 in which he received ſtran- 
ben with a generoſity free from oltentation. He 
| ; | | | 8 . Went 


8 
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went himſelf to meet the two travellers, whom he 
led into a commodious apartment, where he deſi- 
red them to repoſe themſelves a little. Soon after, 
he came and invited them to a decent and well or- 
dered repaſt, during which he ſpoke with great 

judgment of the laſt revolutions in Babylon. He 
ſeemed to be ſtrongly attached to the queen, and 
wiſhed that Zadig had appeared in the liſts to diſ. 
pute the crown: But the people (added he,) do 
not deſerve to have ſuch a king as Z adig.” ys  Zadig 


greed, & the courlh of the eee what: the 
his world did not always anſwer the wiſh 
es of the wiſe. The hermit ſtill maintained that 
the ways of Providence were inſcrutableg and tfiat 
men were in the wrong to judge of a whole, off 
| wel they underſtood but the ſmalleſt part, 
They talked of the paſſions ; * Ah (laid Zadig,) 
how fatal are their eſſects!“ꝰ „They are the winds 
(replied the hermit,) that ſwell the fails of the ſhip: 
it is true, they ſometimes fink her, but without 
them ſhe could not fail at all. The bile makes us 
ſick and cholerick; but without the bile we could 
not live. Every thing in this world is een 
and yet every thing in it is neceſſary,” “? 
The converſation turned on pleaſure; 250 the 
en proved that it was a preſent beſtowed by - 
the deity: “ For (faid he,) man cannot give him- 
ſelf either ſenſations or ideas: he receives all; and 
pain and pleaſure proceed from a r cauſe as 
* as his being? | 
- Zadig* was ſurpriſed. to ſee a man, who had deen 
gutley of ſuch extravagant actions, capable of rea. 
ſoning with ſo much judgment and propriety. At 
laſt, after a converſation equally entertaining and 
inſru@ive, 1. bon led 12 his two gueſts to 
wy : | their 
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their apartment, bleſſing heaven for having ſent 
him two men poſſeſſed of ſo much wiſdom and 
virtue. He offered them money, with ſuch an 
eaſy and noble air as could not poſſibly give any 
offence. The hermit refuſed it, and faid that he 
muſt now take his leave of him, as he propoſed to 
ſet out for Babylon before it was light. Their 
_ parting was tender; Zadig eſpecially felt himſelf 
filled with eſteem and affection for a man of ſuch 
an amiable character.. 5 
When he and the hermit were alone in their 
apartment, they ſpent a long time in praiſing their 
- hoſt. At break of day, the old man awakened his 
companion. We muſt now depart (ſaid he;) 
but while all the family are {till aſleep, I will leave 
this man a mark of my eſteem and affection.“ S0 
ſaying, he took a candle and fet fire to the houſe, 
Zadig, ſtruck with horror, cried aloud, and endea- 
voured to hinder him from committing ſuch a bar- 
barous action; but the hermit drew him away by . 
a ſuperior force, and the houſe was ſoon in flames, 
The hermit, who, with his companion, was already 
at a conſiderable: diſtance, looked back to the con- 
flagration with great tranquillity. © Thanks be to 
God (ſaid he,) the houſe of my dear hoſt is entire- 
ly deſtroyed! Happy man!“ At theſe words Zadig 
was at once tempted to burſt out a- laughing, to 
- Feproach the reverend father, to beat him, and to 
run away. But he did none of all theſe ; for (till fub- 
dued by the powerful aſcendency of the hermit, he 
followed him, in ſpite of himſelf, to the next ſtage. 
This was at the houſe of a charitable and vir- 
tuous widow, Who had a nephew fourteen years of 
age, a handſome and promiſing youth, and her on- 
ty hope. She performed the honours of her houſe 
5 as well as ſhe could. Next day, ſhe ordered her 
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nephew to accompany. the ſtrangers to a Wache 
which being lately broken down, was become ex- 


tremely dangerous in paſſing. The young man 


walked before them with great alacrity. As they 
were croſſing the brid 7 << Come, (ſaid the hermit 
to the youth, ) I mu 

aunt,” He then took him by the hair, and plunged 


him into the river. The boy ſunk, appeared again 


on the ſurface of the water, and was ſwallowed up 
the current. * O monſter! O thou moſt wic 


ked of mankind!” cried Zadig. © Thou promiſed(t 


to behave with greater patience (ſaid the hermit, 


interrupting him.) Know, that under the ruins of 
that houſe which Providence hath ſet on fire, the 
maſter hath found an immenſe treaſure: know. 


that this young man, whoſe life Providence hath 
ſhortened, would have aſſaſſinated his aunt in the 


ſpace of a year, and thee in that of two.“ Who 


told thee fo, barbarian ? (cried Zadig ;) and tho? 
thou hadſt read this event in thy book of deſtinies, 
art thou permitted to drown A Foutly who never 
did thee any harm?” 150 2 
While the Babylonian was . encleimilg; ba a 
obſerved that the old man had no longer a beard 4 


and that his countenance aſſumed the features and 


complexion of youth. The hermit's habit diſap- 
pkared, and four beautiful wings covered a maj̃eſ- 
tic body reſplendent with light. “ O ſent of hea- 
ven! O divine angel! (cried Zadig, humbly pro- 

ſtrating himſelf on the ground, ) haſt thou then de- 


ſcended from the Empyrean, to teach a weak mor- 


tal to ſubmit to the eternal decrees of Providence? 
Men, (ſaid the angel Jeſrad,) judge of all without 


knowing any thing; and, of all men, thou beſt de- 

ſerveſt to be enlightened.” | Zadig begged to be 

permitted to ſpeak : © I diſtruſt — (aid he,) 
e 


Vor. I. : 


ſhew my gratitude to thy 
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but m I * to aſk the favour of thee to 
clear up one doubt that ſtill remains in my mind ; 


would it not have been better to have fcorrefted: 
this youth, and made him virtuous, than to have 
drowned bim?“ Had he been virtuous (replied 


Jeſrad,) and enjoyed a longer life, it would have 


been his fate to be aſſaſſinated himſelf, together 
with the wife he would have married, andthe 
child he would have had by her.” But why y (aid 


Zadig, ) is it negeſſary that there ſhould be crimes 
and misfortunes, and that theſe misfortunes ſhould 
fall on the good? The wicked (replied Jeſrad,) 


are always unhappy: they ſerve to prove and try 

n, of the juſt that are ſcattered thro? 
the earth; and there i is no evil that is not produc- 
tive of ſome good.” But (ſaid Zadig,) ſuppoſe 


there were nothing ba good and no evil at all.“ 
Then (replied jeſrad, ) this earth would be another 

earth: the chain of events would be ranged in an- 
other order and directed by wiſdom; but this other 

order, which would be eee can exiſt only in 


the eternal abode of the Supreme Being, to which 
no evil can approach,” The Deity hath created 
millions of worlds, among which there is not one 
that reſembles another. This immenſe variety is 

the effect of his immenſe power. There are not 


two leaves among the trees of the earth, nor two 


lobes in the unlimited expanſe of heaven, that are 


exactly ſimilar; and all that thou ſeeſt on the little 
atom in which thou art born, ought to be in its 


proper time and place, according to the immutable 
decrees of him who comprehends all. Men think 


that this child who hath juſt periſned is fallen into 


the water by chance; and that it is by the ſame 
chance that this houſe is burnt: but there is no 


ſuch thing as chance; ; all is either a trial, or a pu- 


* _ 


—— 
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niſhment, or a reward, or a foreſight. Remember 


the fiſherman, who thought himſelf the moſt wretch- 


ed of mankind. Oromazes ſent thee to change his 
fate. Ceaſe: then, frail mortal, to diſpute againſt 
what thou oughtelt to adore.” But,“ (ſaid Za. 
dig) ——— As he pronounced the word But,“ 
the angel took his flight towards the tenth ſphere. 
Zadig on his knees adored Providence, and ſub- 
1 The angel cried to him from on high, 
Direct 1 55 courſe towards ee | 


— - 
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about whoſe head the thunder had burſt, 


Ke at random. He entered Babylon on the 


very day when thofe who had fought at the tour- 
naments were aſſembled in the grand veſtibule of 
the palace, to explain the znigmas, and to anſwer 


the queſtions of the grand magi. All the knights | 


were already arrived, except the knight in green 
armour. As ſoon as Zadig appeared in the city, 
the people crowded round him; every eye was 


fixed on Him, every mouth bleſſed him, and every 


heart wiſhed him the empire. The envious man 
ſaw him paſs ; he frowned and turned afide ; the 
people conducted him to the place where the at- 
ſembly was held. The queen, who was informed 
of his arrival, became a prey to the moſt violent a- 
gitations of hope and fear. She was filled with 
anxiety and apprehenfion. She could not compre- 
hend why Zadig was without arms, nor why Itobad 
wore the white armour. A confuſed murmur a- 
"ou! at the BUD of Zadig. They were equally ſur- 


M 2/ * 


F ADIG, entranced as it were: and like a a wk | 
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priſed and charmed to ſee him; but none but the 
knights who had fought were permitted to appear 
in the aſſembly. 
habe fought as well as the other knights 
(faid Zadig,) but another here wears my arms; 
and while I wait for the honour of proving the 
truth of my affertion, I demand the libetty of pre- 
ſenting myſelf to explain the znigmas.” The que- 
{tion was put to the vote, and his reputation for 
probity was ſtill ſo deeply impreſſed in their minds, 
that they admitted him without ſcruple. _ 
The firſt queſtion propoſed by the grand magi 
Was, What, of all things in the world, is the 
. longeſt and the ſhorteſt, the ſwifteſt, and the ſlow- 
«ft; the moſt divifible and the moſt extended, the 
mit neglected and the moſt regretted, without 
which nothing can be done, which devours all 


that is little, and enlivens all that is great?“ 


Itobad was to ſpeak. He replied, that ſo great | 
a man as he did not underſtand ænigmas; and 
that it was ſufficient for him to have conquered by 
his ſtrength and valour. Some ſaid that the mean- 
ing of the ænigma was Fortune; ſome, the Earth ; 
and others, the Light. Zadig ſaid that it was Time . 
Nothing added he) i 18 enger, ſince it is the mea- 
ſure of eternity; nothing is ſhorter, ſince it is in- 
ſufficient for the accompliſhment of our projects; 
nothing more flow to him that expects, nothing . 


more rapid to him that enjoys; in greatneſs it ex- 


tends to infinity, in ſmallneſs it is infinitely diviſible; 
all men neglect it, all regret the loſs of it; nothing 
can be done withous: it; it conſigns to oblivion 


Whatever is unworthy of being tranſmitted to poſte- 


rity, and it immortalizes ſuch actions as are truly 
great.“ The aflembly acknowledged that Zadig 
was in the right. . 
| ons The 
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The next queſtion was: What is the thing 

| which we receive without thanks, which we enjoy 
without knowing how, which we give to others 
when we know not where we are, and which we 
loſe without perceiving it?“ 
Every one gave his own ee Zadlg 
alone gueſſed that it was Life, and explained all 
the other ænigmas with the ſame facility. Itobad 
always ſaid that nothing was more eaſy, and that he 
could have anſwered them with the ſame readineſs, 
had he choſen to have given himſelf the trouble. 
- Queſtions were then propoſed on juſtice, on the 
| ſovereign good, and on the art of \government.— 
' Zadig's anſwers were judged to be the moſt ſolid. 
«* What a pity is it (ſaid they, ) that ſuch a great 
genius ſhould be ſo bad a knight?“ ? | 

« Illuſtrious lords (faid Tadig,) I have had the 
| honour of conquering in the tournaments. It is to 
me that the white armour belongs. Lord Itobad 
took poſſeſſion « of it during my fleep. He probably 
thought that it would fit him better than the 
green. I am now ready to prove in your preſence, 

with my gown and ſword, againſt all that beauti- 
ful white armour which he took from me, that it 
is I who have had - the honour of conquering the 
brave Otamus.“ 

Itobad accepted the challenge with the . 
confidence. He never doubted, but that, armed as 
he was, with a helmet, a cuiraſs, and braſſarts, he 
would obtain an eaſy victory over a champion in 
a cap and a night-gown. Zadig drew his ſword, 
ſaluting the queen, who looked at him with a mix- 

ture of fear and joy. Itobad drew his without ſa- 
luting any one. He ruſhed upon Zadig, like a man 
.. who Fad nothing to fear; he was ready to cleave _ 
him in two. Zadig knew how to ward off his blows, 


by- 


F 


by oppoſing the ſtrongeſt part of his ſword to the 
weakeſt of that of his adverſary, in ſuch a manner 
that Itobad's ſword was broken. Upon which Za- 
dig, ſeizing his enemy. by the waiſt, rhrew him on 
the ground; and fixing the point of his ſword at 
the. extremity of his breaſt-plate ; Suffer thy- 
ſelf to be diſarmed, (ſaid he,) or: thou art a 
dead man.” Itobad, always ſurpriſed at the diſ- 
y gu that happened to ſuch a man as he, was ob- 
liged to yield to Zadig, who took from him with 
great compoſure, his magnificent helmet, his ſuperb 
cuiraſs, his fine braſſarts, his ſhining cuiſhes; cloath- 
ed himſelf with them, and in this dreſs ran to throẽw- 
himſelf at the feet of Aſtarte. Cador eaſily proved 
that the armour belonged to Zadig. He was ac- 
knowledged king by the unanimous conſent of the 
Whole nation, and eſpecially by that of Aſtarte, 
who, after ſo many calamities, now taſted the ex- 
|  quiſite pleaſure of ſeeing her lover worthy, in the 
eyes of all the world, to be her huſband. Itobad 
went home to be called lord in his own houſe.— 
 Zadig was king, and was happy; he recollected 
| What the angel Jeſrad had ſaid to him; he even 
remembered the grain of ſand that became a dia- 
mond. The queen and Zadig adored Providence. 
- He left the capricious beauty Miſſouf to run thro” 
the world. He ſent in ſearch of the robber Arbo- 
gad, to whom he gave an honourable poſt in his 
army, promiſing to advance him to the firſt digni- 
| iies, if he behaved like a true warrior; and threat- 
"1. acning to hang him, if he followed the profeſſion of 
. r | TO 
* - | Setoc, with the fair Almona, was called from the 
| heart of Arabia, and placed at the head of the com- 
merce of Babylon. Cador was preferred and di- 
| ſtingviſhed according to his great ſervices. He 
Vx ; 5 | was 
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was Ille friend of the king; and the king was then 
the only-monarch on earth that had a friend. The 
little mute was not forgotten. A fine houſe was 
given to the fiſherman, and Orcan was condemned 


to pay him aà large ſum of money, and to reſtore 


him his wife; but the fiſherman, who was now 


become wile, took only the money. | 


But neither could the beautiful Semirabe comfort- 


ed, for having believed that Zadig would be blind of 


an eye; nor did Azora ceaſe to lament her having 
attempted to cut off his noſe: their griets, however, 
he ſoftened by his preſents. The envious man died 


of rage and ſhame. The empire enjoyed peace, 


glory, and plenty. This was the happieſt age of 


the earth; it was governed by love and juſtice. The! 
1 ge Zadig, and Cadig. bleſſed dong | 
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Aprons te the 3 e preſide over the em- 
ires of the earth, Ithuriel held one of the 
firſt eg e and had the department of Upper Aſia. 


He one morning deſcended into the abode of Ba- 


bouc, the Scythian, who dwelt on the banks of the 
Oxus, and ſaid to him ; & Babouc.,. the follies and 


vices of the Perſians have drawn upon them our 


indignation ; yeſterday was held an aſſembly of the. 

genii of Upper Aſia, to confider whether we would 
chaſtiſe Perſepolis, or deſtroy it entirely. Go to 
that city; examine every thing; return and give 
me a faihful account; and, according to thy re- 
port,” I will then determine whether to poder or 
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hear, obſerve, and fear nothing; thou ſhalt every 
where meet with a favourable reception. | 

Babouc mounted his camel, and ſet out with his 
ſervants. After having travelled ſome days, he 
met, near the plains of Senaar, the Perſian army, 
which was going to attack the forces of India. He 
firſt addreſſed himſelf to a ſoldier, whom he found 
at a diſtance from the main army; and afked him 
what was the oecaſion of the war. By all the gods, 
(faid the ſoldier,) I know nothing of the matter. It 
is none of my buſineſs ; my trade is to kill and be 


killed, to get a livelihood. It is of no. conſequence 


to me whom I ſerve. To morrow, perhaps, I may 
go over to the Indian camp; for it is ſaid that they 


give their ſoldiers nearly half a copper drachma 


a day more than we have in this curſed ſervice of 


| Perſia; if thou defireſt to know why we fight, ſpeak 


to my captain.” | FW 

Babouc, having given the ſoldier a ſmall preſent, 
entered the camp. He ſoon became acquainted 
with the captain, and aſked him the ſubject of the 


war. How canſt thou imagine that I ſhould” 


know it? (ſaid the captain, ) or of what importance 


is it to me? Llive about two hundred leagues from 

Perſepolis ; I hear that war is declared; I inſtantly . 
leave my family, and, having nothing elſe to do, 
go, according to our cuſtom, to raiſe tay fortune, 


or to fall by a glorious death.“ Bur are not 


thy ' companions (ſaid Babouc,) a little better in- 
formed than thee?” „No, (ſaid the officer, ) there 


—— — 


acquainted with them. At laſt one of them ſaid; 
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* The cauſe of this war, which for twenty years 
 palt hath deſolated Aſia, * ang originally from a 


quarrel between a eunuch belonging to one of the 


concubines of the great king of Perſia, and oy 


clerk of a factory belonging to the great m_y_ 


India. The diſpute was about a clayn, whic 


mounted nearly to the thirtieth part of a daric. Our 
firſt miniſter and that of India majntained the rights 


of their maſters with becoming dignity : the diſ. 


pute grew warm: both parties ſent into the field 
an army of a million of ſoldiers. This army muſt. 


de every year recruited with upwards of four hun- 


dred thouſand men. Maffacres, burning of houſes, 
ruin and devaſtation, are daily . multiphed ; the 
univerſe ſuffers; and their mutual animoſity ſtill 
contiriues. The firſt miniſters of the two nations 
frequently proteſt, that they have nothing in view 
but the happineſs of mankind ; and every proteſta- 
tion is attended with the deſtruction of a town, or 


the deſolation of a province“. 


Next day, on a report being ſpread that peace 


was going to be concluded, the Perſian and Indian 


enerals made haſte to come to an engagment. 
The battle was long and bloody. Babouc beheld 
every crime, and every abomination : he was wit- 
nefs to the arts and ſtratagems of the principal ſa- 


trapes, who did all that lay in their power to ex- 


pole their general to the diſgrace of a defeat. He 
ſaw officers killed by their own troops, and ſoldiers 
ſtabbing their already expiring comrades,” in order 
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covered with dirt. He entered the hoſpitals, to | 


which they were conveying the wounded, molt of 


whom died through the inhuman negligence of 


thoſe who were well paid by the king of Perſia to 
aſſiſt theſe unhappy men. Are theſe men, (cried 
Babouc, ) or are they wild beaſts? Ah! I plainly ſee 
that Perſepolis will be deſtroyed.” ““ 
Full of this thought, he went over to the camp 
of the Indians, where, according to the prediction 
of the genii; he was ay well received as in that of 


the Perſians; but he ſaw there he very ſame crimes 
which had already filled him with horror. Oh! 


(faid he to himſelf,) if the angel Ithuricl ſhould ex- 


terminate the Perſians, the angel of India mult cer- 


tainly deſtroy the Indians. But being afterwards 


more particularly informed of all that paſſed in both 


armies, he heard of ſuch acts of generoſity, huma- 
nity, and greatneſs of ſoul, as at once ſurpriſed and 
charmed him : Unaccountable mortals! as ye 
are, (cried he,) how can you thus unite 10 much 


baſeneſs and ſo much grandeur, ſo many virtues. 


and ſo many vices!” ? 5 | | 
. Meanwhile the peace was proclaimed ; and the 
generals of the two armies, neither of whom had 


gained a complete victory, but who, for their own 


private intereſt, had ſhed the blood of fo many of 


their fellow-creatures, went to ſolicit their courts 
for rewards. The peace was celebrated in public 


writings, which announced the return of virtue and 
happineſs to the earth. God be praiſed, (ſaid 


Babouc,) Perſepolis will now be the abode of ſpot- 


leſs innocence, and will not be deſtroyed, as the 
_ cruel genii intended. Let us haſte without delay 
to this capital of Aſia.” | 


N2 1 5 He 


10 The Won yp as it Goes. 


— 


DMS ES. 8 „ 


He entered that immenſe city by the ancient 

te, which was entirely barbarous, and offended 
the eye by its diſagreeable ruſticity. All that part 
of the town ſavoured of the time when it was built; 
for, notwithſtanding the obſtinacy « of men, in praiſ- 
ing ancient at the expence of modern times, it muſt 
be owned that the firſt eſlays 1 in every art are rude 
and unfiniſſied. | 
Babouc mingled in a crowd 4 ple, compoſed 
of the moſt naſty and deformed of both ſexes, who | 
were thronging with a ſtupid air into a large and 
gloomy incloſure. By the conſtant hum; by the 
geltures of the people ; by the money which ſome 
perſons gave to others for the liberty of fitting 
down, he imagined that he was in a market, where 
chairs were'ſold : but obſerving ſeveral women fall 

down on-their knees, with an appearance of looking 
directly before them, while in reality they were 
leering at the men by their ſides, he was ſoon con- 
vinced that he was in a temple. Shrill, hoarſe, 
ſavage, and diſcordant voices, made the vault re- 
echo with ill- articulated ſounds, that produced the 
ſame effect as the braying of wild aſſes, when, in 
the plains of Pictavia, they anſwer the cornet that 
calls them together. He ſtopped his ears; but he 
was ready to ſhut his eyes and hold his noſe, when 
he ſaw ſeveral labourers enter into the temple with 
crows and ſpades, who removed a large ſtone, and 
threw-up the earth on both fides, from whence ex- 
Haled a peſtilential vapour: at laſt ſome others ap- 
proached, depoſited a dead body in the opening, 
and replaced the ſtone upon it. What! (cried 
Babouc, ) do theſe people bury their dead in the 
Pres where they adore the aa ? What! are their 


temples 
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temples paved with carcaſes? I am no longer ſur- 
priſed at thoſe peſtilential diſeaſes * that frequently 
depopulate Perſepolis. The putrefaQtion of the 
dead, and the infected breath of ſuch numbers of 
the living, aſſembled and crowded: together in the 
fame place, are ſufficient to poiſon the whole ter- 


reſtrial globe. Oh! what an abominable city is 


Perſepolis ! T he angels probably intend to deſtroy 
it, in order to build a more beautiful one in its 
place, and to people it with inhabitants who are 
more virtuous and. better fingers. Providence 
may have its reaſons for ſo doing; z to its diſpoſal 


let us leaye all future events.“ 


S % * 35 e 


Meanwhile the ſun approached his i | 
height. Babouc was to dine at the other end of 
the city with a lady, for whom her huſband, an of- 
ficer in the army, had given him ſome letters: but 
he firſt took ſeveral turns in Perſepolis; where he 
ſaw other temples, better built and more richly a- 
dorned, filled with a polite audience, and reſoundin 
with harmonious muſic; he beheld public fountains, 
which, tho? ill-placed, ſtruck the eye by their beau- 


ty; ſquares where the beſt kings that had govern- 


ed 


r 
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* Indeed one would imagine that he European churches, eſ- 


| pecially in this kingdom, had been contrived in order to diſguſt 


the people, and deter them from public worſhip. The chilling 
dampneſs which reigns in every church, eſpecially in the wia- 
rer, is not more pernicious to the healh, than the earthy. cada- 
verous ſmell is to the ſenſe; and the eye is entertained with a 
variety of funeral epitaphs and ornaments, which cannot fail to 


excite ſqperſtitious horror in minds naturally ſuſceptible of 
gloomy impreſſions, | 
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ed Perſia ſeemed to breathe in bronze, and others 
where he heard the people crying out; When 
hall we ſee our beloved maſter ?” He admired 
the magnificent bridges built over the river; the ſu- 
perb and commodious quays ; the palaces raiſed ON 
both ſides ; and an immenſe a where thouſands 
af old ſoldiers, covered with ſcars and crowned 
with victory, offereditheir daily praiſes to the god 
of armies *. At laſt he entered the houſe of the 
lady, who, with a ſet of faſhionable people, waited 
his company to dinner. The houſe was neat and 
elegant ; the repaſt delicious ; the lady young, beau- 
tiful, witty, and engaging 3 and the company wor- 
thy of her; and Babouc every moment ſaid to bim- 
ſelf, © The angel Ithuriel has little regard for the 
world, or he would never think Fa ITY * 
a charming city,” | 


Si I 1 2 0 3 
5 the mean time he cba chat the lady, Who 
bad begun by tenderly aſking news about her huf- 
band, ſpoke ſtill more tenderly to a oy: magi, to- 
Wards the concluſion of the repaſt. He ſaw. a ma- 
giſtrate, who, in preſence of his wife, paid his court 
with great vivacity to a widow, while that indulgent 

- Widow had one arm around the magiſtrate's neck, 
and held out her other hand to a young citizen, re- 
markable for his modeſty and grateful appearance. 
The magiſtrate's wite roſe firſt ou! table, to go to 

converſe 


Wa 
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We perceive our author has an eye to the celebrated foun- 
tain on weg Pont Neu, the Place des Victoires, the two great 

bridges over the Seine, with the ſtone quays on each ſide, the 
| palace of the Louvre, and the hoſpital for inyalids. 
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converſe in an adjoining cloſet with her director, 

who came too late, and for whom they had waited 

dinner; and the director, a man of great eloquence, 

ſpoke to her with ſuch vehemency and holy zeal, | 

that when ſhe returned, her eyes were humid, her | 
_ Cheeks inflamed, her gait irregular, and her voice (q 
_ trembling. ee HATER * 

Babouc then began to fear that the genius Ithuriel | 
had but too much reaſon. The talent he poſſeſſed | 
of gaining confidence let him that fame day into all = 
the ſecrets of the lady. She confefled to him her | 
affection for the young mag], aſſured him that in all I; 
the houſes in Perſepolis, he wonld meet with much il 
the ſame behaviour as he had found in her's. Ba. 
bouc concluded that ſuch a ſociety could not pofhbly” 
ſubſiſt ; that jealouſy, diſcord, and vengeance, mult | 

_ deſolate every houſe ; that tears and bloed muſt be = 
daily ſhed ; that the huſbands muſt certainly kill | | 


- the gallants of the wives, or be killed by them; | 
and, in fine, that Ithuriel would do well to deftroy I 
immediately a city abandoned to continual diſaſ- ll 
7 * * * . # 
. Such were the gloomy ideas that poſſeſſed His [ 
: mind, when a grave man in a black gown appeared 
at the gate, and humbly begged to ſpeak to the 
young magiſtrate. This ſtripling, without riſing 
- or taking the leaſt notice of the old gentleman, gave 
0 him ſome papers, with a haughty and careleſs air, 
5 and then diſmiſſed him. Babouc aſked who this 
1 man was. The miſtreſs of the houſe ſaid to him in 
N a low voice, © He is one of the beſt advocates in 
at the city, and hath ſtudied the law theſe fifty years. 
zo i The other, who is but twenty-five years of age, 
and has only been a fatrape of the law for two days, 
| : hat 
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hath ordered him to make an extract of a procefs 


he is going to determine, though he has not as yet 
examined it.” This giddy youth acts wiſely, 


ſaid Babouc,'1 in aſking counſel of an old man. But 


why is not the old man himſelf the judge 9 Thou 
art ſurely in jeſt, faid they ; thoſe who have grown 


old in laborious and inferior poſts are never raiſed 


to places of dignity. - This young man has a great 
poſt, becauſe his father is rich; and the right of diſ- 
penſing juſtice is purchaſed here like a farm.” 0 
manners | O unhappy city! cried Babouc, this is 


the height of anarchy and confuſion:. Thoſe who 


have thus purchaſed the right of judging will doubt- 


les fell their judgments; nothing do I ſee here but 
an abyſs of iniquity.” 


While he was thus 1 his and lar: 
priſe, a young warrior, who that very day had re- 
turned from the army, ſaid to him why wouldeſt 
thou not have ſeats in the courts of juſtice to be 
purchaſed ? I myſel{ purchaſed the right of braving 
death at the head of two thouſand men, who are 
under my command : it has this year coſt me forty 
thouſand: darics of gold to lie on the earth thirty 
nights ſucceſſively, in a red dreſs, and at laſt to re- 
ceive two wounds with an arrow, of which I fill 
feel the ſmart. If I ruin myſelf to ſerve the empe- 


- ror of Perſia, whom I never ſaw, the ſatrape of the 


law may well pay ſomething for enjoying the plea- 


ſure of giving audience to pleaders.“ Babouc was 


filled with indignation, and could not help condemn- 
ing a country, where the higheſt poſts in the army 


and the law were expoſed to ſale. He at once con- 


cluded, that the inhabitants muſt be entirely 1 igno- 
rant of the art of war, and the laws of equity; and 


that Sough Ithuriel ſhould not deſtroy them, they 
m 
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muſt ſoon be ruined by their deteſtable adminiſtra- 


tion. 

He was ſtill farther confine in his bad opinion 
by the arrival of a fat man, who, after ſaluting all 
the company with great familiarity, went up to the 
young officer, and ſaid, I can only lend thee fifty 
thouſand darics of gold; for indeed the taxes 
of the empire have this year brought me in but three 
hundred thouſand.” Babouc enquired into the cha- 
rater of this man, who complained of having gain- 


eld fo little, and was informed, that in Perſepolis 
there were forty plebeian kings, who held the em-. 


pire of Perſia by leaſe, 1 . a {mall . to 
the monarch *, _ 


After dinner he went into bne of the moſt ſuperb 
temples in the city; and ſeated himſelf amidſt a 


crowd of men and women, who were come thither 


to paſs away the time. A magi appeared in a ma- 


chine elevated above the heads of the people, and 


talked a long time of vice and virtue. He divided 


into ſeveral parts what needed no divifion at all: 
he proved methodically what was ſufficently clear, 


and he taught what every body knew ; he threw 


himſelf into a paſſion with great compoſure, and 
went away ſweating, and out of breath. The aſ- 


ſembly.then awoke, and imagined they had been 
preſent at a very inſtructive diſcourſe. Babouc 


ſaid, This man has done his beſt to tire two or 
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5 Theſe: are the farmers-general of France, who were faffered 


to amaſs vaſt fortunes by fleecing the people, in conſideration Wy 


of ſupplying the government. 
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: three hundred of his fellow-citizens ; but his i inten- 


tion was good; and there is nothing i in this that 


ſhould occafion the deſtruction of Perſepolis.” 


Upon leaving the aſſembly, he was conducted to 
a public entertainment, which was exhibited every 


day in the year. It was in a kind of great hall, at 
the end of which appeared a palace, The moſt | 

beautiful women in Perſepolis, and the moſt conſi- 
derable ſatrapes were ranged in order, and formed 


ſo fine a ſpectacle, that Babouc at firſt believed that 


this was all the entertainment. Two or three per- 


| ſons, who ſeemed to be kings and queens, ſoon ap- 


peared in the veſtibule of their palace. Their lan- 


guage was very different from that of the people; 


it was meaſured, harmonious, and ſublime. No 


body ſlept. The audience kept a profound filence 
which was only interrupted by expreſſions of ſenſi- 


bility and admiration. The duty of kings, the love 
of virtue, and the dangers ariſing from unbridled 


paſſions, were all deſcribed by ſuch lively and affect- 


ing ſtrokes, that Baboue thed tears. He doubted 


not but that theſe heroes and heroines, theſe kings 
and queens whom he had juſt heard, were the 


preachers of the empire: he even purpoſed to en- 
e Ithuriel to come and hear them; confident 


that ſuch a ſpectacle would for ever reconcile cat to 


the city . 8 
As fon as the entertainment was gniſhed, he re- 
ſolved to viſit the principal queen, who had recom- 


mended ſuch pure and noble morals in the palace, 
He deſired to be introduced to her majeſty, and 


was led up a narrow ſtaircaſe to gn ill- furniſhed a- 
partment in the ſecond ſtory, where he found a wo- 
man in a mean dreſs, who ſaid to him with a noble 
and pathetic: air,“ 1 his empluyment ag not 8 
| Me 
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me a ſufficient maintenance; one of the princes 


whom thou ſaweſt has got me with child; I_ſhall 


ſoon be brought to bed; I want money, and with- 


out money there is no lying in.” Baboue gave her 
an hundred darics of gold, ſaying, Had there 


been no other evil in the city but this, Ithuriel would 
have been to blame for being ſo much offended.“ 

From thence he went to ſpend the evening at the 
houſe of à tradeſman who dealt in magnificent 
trifles. He was conducted thither by a man of ſenſe, 
with whom he had contracted an acquaintance." 


He bought whatever pleaſed his fancy ; and the toy- 


man with great politneſs ſold him every thing for 


more than it was worth. On his return home his 


friend ſhewed him how much he had been cheated: 


Babouc ſet down the name of the tradeſman in his 


pocket-book, in order to point him out to Ithuriel 
as the object of peculiar vengeance on the day 
when the city ſhould be puniſhed. As he was 
writing, he heard ſomebody knock at the door: 


this was the toyman himſelf, who came to reſtore 
him his purſe, which he had left by miſtake on the 
counter. How canſt thou, eried Babouc, be fo 


generous and faithful, when thou haſt had the aſ- 


ſurance to ſell me theſe trifles for four times their 
value?“ There is not a tradeſman, replied the 
merchant, of ever ſo little note in the city, that 
would not have returned thee thy purſe; but who- 
ever ſaid that I ſold thee theſe triftes for four times 
their value, is greatly miſtaken : I fold them for 


ten times their value ; and this is ſo true, that wert 


thou to ſell them again in a month hence, thou 
wouldſt not get even this tenth part. But nothing 
is more juſt, it is the variable fancies of men that 
ſet a value on theſe baubles; it is this fancy that 
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maintains an hundred workmen whom I employ 3 
it is this that gives me a fine houſe and a hand- 
fome chariot and horſes ; it is this, in fine, that ex- 
cites induſtry, encourages taſte, promotes circula- 
tion, and produces abundance. _ 

6 ſell the ſame trifles to the neigbouring na- 
tion at a much higher rate than J have fold them to 
thee, and by theſe means I am ufeful to the empire.” 
Babouc, after having reflected a moment, eraſed the 
Tradeſman” $ name from his tablets. 333 


9 
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Baboue, not knowing as yet what to think of 
Perſepolis, reſolved to viſit the magi and the men 
of letters; for, as the one ſtudied wiſdom, and the 
other religion, he hoped that they in conjunction 
would obtain mercy for the reſt of the people. Ac- 
cordingly, he went next morning into a college of 
magr.' The archimandrite confeſſed to him, that 
he had an hundred thouſand crowns a- year for 
having taken the vow of poverty, and that he enjoy- 


ed a very extenſive empire in virtue of his vow of 


Humility ; after which he left him with an inferior 
brother, who did him the honours. of the place. 

While the brother was ſhewing him the mag- 
ener of this houſe of penitence, a report was 
ſpread abroad that Babouc was come to reform all 
theſe houſes. He immediately received petitions 
from each of them, the ſubſtance of which was, 
< Preſerve us and deſtroy all the reſt.” On hearing 
their apologies all theſe ſocieties were abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary: on hearing their mutual accuſations they 
all deferved to be aboliſhed. He was ſupriſed to 
find that all the members of theſe ſocieties were ſo 
extremely 
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extremely deſirous of edifying the world, that they 


wiſhed to have it entirely under their dominion. 


Soon after appeared a little man, who was a de- 
mimagi, and who ſaid to him, © I plainly fee that 
the work is going to be accomplithed : for Zerduſt 


is returned to earth; and the little girls prophecy, 


pinching themſelves before, and whipping them- 
ſelves behind. We therefore implore thy protection 


againſt the great lama.” What! ſaid Babouc, a- 


gainſt the royal pontiff, who reſides at Tibet?” © Yes, 


againſt. him himſelf.” © What! you are then ma- 


king war upon him, and raifing armies !*? No, 
but he ſays that man is a free agent, and we deny 
it. We have wrote ſeveral pamphlets againſt him, 


which he never read; hardly has he heard our name 


mentioned; he hath only condemned us in the 


fame manner as a man orders the trees in his garden 
Baboue was in- 


55 


to be cleared from caterpillars. 
cenſed at the folly of theſe men who made pro- 
feſſion of wiſdom; and at the intrigues of thoſe 


who had renounced the world ; and at the ambi- 


tion, pride, and avarice of fuch as taught humility 


and a diſintereſted ſpirit ; from all which he con- 


cluded that Ithuriel had good reaſon to 3 Nox 


whole race. | ; 


.. 2. #46 5% > @ 
On his return home, he ſent for ſome new books 
his ſpirits, invited ſome men. of letters to dine with 


there came twice as many as he deſired. Theſe 
paraſites were equally eager to eat and to ſpeak ; 


they praiſed two forts. of perſons, the dead and 
themſelves ; 3 but none of their co-temporaries, ex. 
„ 


f 


to alleviate his grief, and, in order to exhilerate 


0 him; when, like waſps attracted by a pot of honey, 
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cept the maſter of the houſe, If any of them haps 
pened to drop a ſmart and witty expreſſion, the reſt 
caſt down their eyes and bit their lips, out of mere 
vexation that it had not been ſaid by themſelves. 
They had leſs diſſimulation than the magi, becauſe 
they had not ſuch grand objects of ambition. Each 
of them behaved at once with all the meannels of 
a valet, and all the dignity of a great man. They 

- aid to each other's face the molt inſulting things, 

- which they took for ſtrokes of wit. "They had ſome 
knowledge of the deſign of Babouc's commiſſion x 
one of them entreated him in a low voice to 
extirpate an author who had not praiſed him 
ſufficiently about five years before; another re- 
queſted the ruin of a citizen who had never laugh- 
ed at his comedies; and a third demanded the de- 
ſtruction of the academy, becauſe he had not been 
able to get admitted into it. The repalt being 
ended, each of them departed by himſelf; for in 
the whole crowd there were not two men, that 
could endure the company or converſation of each 
other, except at the houſes of the rich, who invited 
them to their tables. Babouc thought that it would 
be no great loſs to the public if all theſe vermin 

„verre e in the general cataſtrophe. | 
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Having now got rid of theſe men of letters, he 
began to read ſome new books, where he diſcover- 
ed the true ſpirit by which his gueſts had been ac- 
tuated. He obſerved. with particular indignation | 
| thoſe ſlanderous gazettes, thoſe archives of bad 
14 taſte, dictated by envy, baſeneſs, and hunger; thoſe 
1 uungenerous fatires, where the vulture is treated 
| with lenity, and the 20 torn in pieces; and thoſe 

1 dry 


— 
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dry and inſipid romances, filled with characters of 
women to whom the author was an utter ſtranger. 

All theſe deteſtable writings he committed to 
the flames, and went to paſs the evening in walk. 
ing. In this excurſion he was introduced to an old 
man poſſeſſed of great learning, who had not come 
to increaſe the number of his paraſites. This man 


of letters always fled from crowds; he underſtood 


human nature, availed himſelf of his knowledge, 
and imparted it to others with great diſcretion.— 


Babouc told him how much he was grieved at what 
he had ſeen and read. 


Thou haſt read very deſpicable performances, | 
ſaid the man of letters; but in all times, in all coun- 
tries, and in all kinds of literature, the bad ſwarm 


and the good are rare. 'Thou haſt received into 
thy houſe the very dregs of pedantry; for, in all 
profeſſions, thoſe who are leaſt worthy of appear: 
ing, are always ſure to preſent themſelyes with the 
greateſt impudence. The truly wiſe live among 
themſelves in retirement and tranquillity; and we 
have ftill ſome men and ſome books worthy of thy 
attention.” While he was thus Den they 
were joined by another man of letters; and the 
converſation became ſo entertaining and inſtruc- 
tive, ſo elevated above vulgar prejudices, and ſo 
conformable to virtue, that Babouc acknowledged 

he had never heard the like. Theſe are men, 
faid he to himſelf, whom the angel Ithuriel will not 


_ preſume to touch, or he muſt be w mercileſs being | 


indeed, > 


Though reconciled to men of letters, he was | 
Rill enraged againft the reſt of the nation. Thou 


art a ſtranger, ſaid the judicious perſon who was 
talking to him; abuſes preſent themſelves to thy 

eyes in crowds, while the good, which lies conceal- 
ed, 
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ed, and which is even ſometimes the reſult of theſe 


very abuſes, eſcapes thy obſervation.” He then 


learned, that among men of letters there were 


ſome who were free from envy ; and that even a- 


mong the magi themſelves there were ſome men of 
virtue. In fine, he concluded that theſe great bo- 
dies, which, by their mutual ſhocks, ſeemed to 


threaten their common ruin, were at bottom very 


ſalutary inſtitutions; that each ſociety of magi 


was a check upon its rivals; and that though theſe 
rivals might differ in ſome ſpeculative points, they 


all taught the ſame morals, inſtructed the people, 
and lived in ſubjection to the laws, not unlike to 


thoſe preceptors who watch over the heir of a fa- 


mily, while the maſter of the houſe watches over 


them. He converſed with ſeveral of theſe ma 


and found them poſſeſſed of exalted ſouls. He like. 


wiſe learned that even among the fools who pre- 
tended to make war on the great lama, there had 
been ſome men of diſtinguiſhed merit; and, from 
all theſe particulars, he conjectured that it might 


be with the manners of Perſepolis as it was with 
the buildings; ſome of which moved his pity, 


while others filled him with atlmiration. 


WAN 900 ; e 


He ſaid to the man of 3 $6] plainly ſee 


that theſe magi, whom I at firſt imagined to be 
ſo dangerous, are, in reality, extremely uſeful ; e- 


| ſpecially when a wiſe government hinders them 

- from rendering themſelves too neceſſary ; but thou 
wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that your young magi- 
ſtrates who purchaſe the office of a judge as ſoon 


as they can mount a horſe, muſt diſplay in their. 
tribunals the moſt ndiculous impertinence, and the 


Nen | | . a moſt 
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moſt iniquitous perverſeneſs. It would doubtleſs 
be better to give theſe places gratuitouſly to thoſe 
old civilians who have ſpent their lives 1 in che ſtudy 
of the law.“ 


The man of letters replied, © Thou haſt ſeen 


our army before thy arrival at Perſepolis ; thou 
knoweſt that our young officers fight with great 
bravery, though they buy their poſts ; perhaps 
thou wilt find that our young magiſtrates do not 


give wrong deciſions, though they purchaſe 1 


right of diſpenſing juſtice.” 
He led him next day to the grand tribunal, 


where an affair of great importance was to be 5 8 


cided. The cauſe was known to all the world, 
All the old advocates that ſpoke on the ſubject were 
wavering and unſettled in thefr opinions: they 


quoted an hundred laws, none of which were ap⸗ 
plicable to the queſtion. They conſidered the mat- 


ter in a hundred different lights, but never in its 


true point of view. The judges were more quick 


in their deciſion than the advocates in raiſing 
doubts. They were unanimous in their ſentiments; 
they decided juſtly, becauſe they followed the light 
of reaſon. The others reaſoned falſely, becauſe 
1 only conſulted their books. 


abouc concluded that the beſt things frequent- 


ly aroſe from abuſes. He ſaw the ſame day, that 
the riches of the receivers of the public revenue, 
at which he had been ſo much offended, were ca- 


pable of producing an excellent effect; for the em- 


peror having occaſion for money, he found in an 
hour by their means what he could not have pro- 
_ cured in ſix months by the ordinary methods. He 
ſaw that thoſe great clouds, ſwelled with the dews 
of the earth, reſtored in plentiful ſhowers what they 
had 8 1 derived. Beſides, the children of theſe 
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new gentlemen, who were frequently better ed, 
cated than thoſe of the maſt ancient families, were 
ſometimes more uſeful members of ſociety ; for he 
whoſe father hath been a- good accomptant may 
ny: become a good judge, a brave warrior, and 
an able ſtateſman. | 


—_— 


* * * „ * *. - 


* 


Babouc was s inſenſibly brought to a the a- 
varice of the farmer of the revenues, who in rea- 
lity was not more avaricious than other men, and 
beſides was extremely neceſſary. He overlooked 
the folly of thoſe who ruined themſelves, in order 
to obtain a poſt in the law or army; a folly that 
produces great magiſtrates and heroes. He for- 
. gave the envy of men of letters, among whom 
there were ſome that enlightened the world; and 
he was reconciled to the ambitious and i intriguing 
magi, who were poſſeſſed of more great virtues 
than little vices. But he had ſtill many cauſes of | 
complaint. The gallantries af the ladies eſpecial- | 
ly, and the fatal effects which theſe muſt neceſſa- 5 
rily produce, filled him with fear and terror. 
As he was deſirous of prying into the charac- 
ters of men of every condition, he went to wait 
on a miniſter of ſtate; but trembled all the way, 
leſt ſome wife ſhould be aflaſſinated by her huſband 
in his preſence. Having arrived at the ſtateſman's, | 
he was obliged to remain two hours in the an- | 
ti-chamber before his name was ſent in, and two 11 
hours more after that was done. In this inter- 
val, he reſolved to recommend to the angel 
Ithuriel both the miniſter and his inſolent por- 
ters. The anti. chamber was filled with ladies 
of e rank, magi of all colours, judges, mer- 
| ants, 
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chants, officers, and pedants; and all of them 
complained of the miniſter. The miſer and 
the uſurer ſaid, 
the provinces.“ The capricious reproached him 
with fickleneſs; the voluptuary ſaid, He thinks 


of nothing but his pleaſure.” The faQtious hoped 


to ſee him ſoon ruined by a cabal ; and the wo- 
men flattered themſelves that they ſhould ſoon 
have a younger miniſter; 


Babouc heard their converſation, and could not 


help faying, © This is ſurely a happy man; he 
hath all his enemies in his anti-chamber ; he 
cruſhes with his power thoſe that envy his gran- 


deur; he beholds thoſe who deteſt him grovelling 


at his feet.” At length he was admitted into the 
preſence-chamber, where he ſaw a little old man 
bending under the weight of years and buſineſs, 
but: "Qt lively and full of ſpirits. 


The miniſter was pleaſed with Baboie, and to 


Babouc he appeared to be a man of great? merit. 
The converſation became intereſting. The miniſter 
confeſſed that he was very unhappy; that he paſſed 
for rich, while in reality he was poor; that he was 
believed to be all-powerful, and yet was conſtantly 
contradicted ; that he had obliged none but a parcel 
of ungrateful wretches; and that, in rhe courſe of 
forty years labour, he had hardly enjoyed a mament's 


reſt. Babouc was moved with his misfortunes; and 


thought that if this man had been guilty of ſome 
faults, and Ithuriel had a mind to puniſh him, he 
ought not to cut him off, but to leave him in 2 pol a 
ſeſſion of his ns : 


While Babouc Was a3 raking to Ng miniſter, the 
P 2 Tons beautiful | 


<< Doubtleſs this man plunders 
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beautiful lady with whom he bad dined, mind | 
haſtily, her eyes and her forehead diſcovering the 
ſymptoms of grief and indignation. She burſt in- 
to reproaches againſt the ſtateſman; ſhe ſhed tears; 
the complained bitterly that her huſband had been 
refuſed a place to which his birth allowed him to 
aſpire, and which he had fully merited by his 
wounds and his ſervice; ſhe expreſfed herſelf with 
ſuch force; ſhe uttered her complaints with ſuch a 
graceful air; ſhe overthrew objections with ſo much 
addreſs, and enforced her arguments with ſo much 
eloquence, that ſhe did not leave the nber till | 


ſhe had made her huſband's fortune. 


Babouc gave her his hand, and ſaid, Is it poſ- 
ſible, madam, that thou canſt take ſo much pains 
to ſerve a man whom thou doſt not love, and from 
whom thou haſt every thing to fear?“ “„ A man 
whom I do not love! cried ſhe ; know, Sir, that 
my huſband is the beſt friend I have in the world; 
that there is nothing I would not ſacrifice for him, 
except my lover ; and that he would do any thing 
for me, except that of leaving his miſtreſs. I muſt 
introduce you to her acquaintance ; ſhe is a charm- 
ing woman, ſprightly, and ſweet · tempered; we ſup 
together this very night, with my eee and 51 
ttle magi; come and ſhare our joy. 

I The lady conducted Babouc to her own houſe. 
The huſband; who was at laſt arrived, overwhelm- 
ed with grief, received his wife with 'tranſports of 
joy and gratitude, He embraced by turns his wife, 
his miſtreſs, the little magi, and Babouc. Wit, 
| harmony, cheerfulneſs, and all the graces, embel- 
liſhed the repaſt. Know, ſaid the lady with 
whom he Far." that thoſe who are ſometimes 
called diſhoneſt women have / almoſt always the 
Q en of very] _—_ men; and to convince thee 
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of this, I invite thee to dine with me to-morrow 
at the beautiful Theona's. There are ſome old 
veſtals that tear her character in pieces; but ſhe lll 
does more good than all of them together. Se 

would not commit the leaſt act of injuſtice to gain 9 
the greateſt advantage; ſhe gives the moſt gene- =—_ 
rous advice to her lover; ſhe conſults only his glo- N 
ry; and he would bluſh before her, ſhould he let } 
flip any opportunity of doing good; for nothing 
can more effectually excite a man to the perform- 
ance of virtuous actions, than to have for the wit- 
neſs and judge of his conduct a miſtreſs whoſe e- 
ſteem he wiſhes to deſerve.” “ 

Babouc did not fail to keep the appointment. 
He ſaw a houſe where all the pleaſures ſeemed to 
reign, with Theona at the head of them, who well 

knew how to preſerve the moſt perfect order. Her 

eaſy wit made all around her happy; ſhe pleaſed - 
almoſt without intending to do ſo; ſhe was as 
amiable as beneficent ; and, what enhanced the 

merit of all her good qualities, ſhe was a beauty. 

Babouc, though a Scythian, and ſent by a ge- 

nii, found, that ſhould he continue much longer 

in Perſepolis, he would forget Ithuriel for Theona. 

He began to grow fond of a city, the inhabitants 

of which were polite, affable, and beneficent, tho? 1 

fickle, ſlanderous, and vain. He was much afraid 1 

that Perſepolis would be condemned. He was 11 

even afraid to give in his account. {0 
Iꝓ)his, however, he did in the following manner: Atl 
| he cauſed a little ſtatue, compoſed of all kinds of 
| - metals, of earth, and. ſtones the moſt precious and 

the moſt vile, to be caſt by one of the beſt found- 
ers in the city, and carried it to Ithuriel. Wilt. 

thou break, ſaid he, this pretty ſtatue, becauſe it is 

not wholly compoſed of gold and diamonds ?”” I- 

| | thuriel 
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118 The WorLD as it Goes, &c. 
thariel immediately underſtood his meaning, and 
reſolved to think no more of puniſhing Perſepolis, 
but to leave © The world as it goes.“ For, ſaid 
he, if all is not well, all is paſſable.” Thus Perſe- 
polis was ſuffered to remain; nor did Babouc com- 
Plain like Jonas, who was ſo highly incenſed at the 
preſervation of Nineveh. But when à man has 
been three days in a whale's belly, he cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be in ſo good a humour as when he 
has been at an opera or a e and hath oy 
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8 Voyage to the Planet Sary RN, 5 an Inbabis 
tant of the Star SI&luvs. 


N one of the planets that revolve 0 the lar 
known by the name of Sirius, was'a certain 
een gentleman of promiſing parts, whom I had 


the honour to be acquainted with, in his laſt voy- 


age to this our little ant-hill, His name was Mi- 
cromegas, an appellation admirably ſuited to all 
great men, and his ſtature amounted to eight 
| leagues in height, that is, four and twenty thouſand 
geometrical paces, five feet in each. 
Some of your mathematicians, a ſet of people 
always uſeful to the public, will, perhaps, inſtantly 
ſeize the pen, and calculate; that Mr Micromegas, 
| inhabitant at the country of Sirius, being from 
head to foot four and twenty thouſand paces in 
length, making one hundred and twenty thouſand 
royal feet; that we, denizens of this earth, being 
at a ecu little more than five feet high, and 


* A name compounded of two Greek x wind 6grifying 
tittle 2nd great, 
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our globe nine thouſand leagues in circumference : 
theſe things being premiſed, I ſay, they will con- 
_ clude, that the periphery of the globe which pro- 
duced him, mult be exactly one and twenty 'milli- 
ons fix hundred thouſand times greater than that 
of this our tiny ball. Nothing in nature is more 
ſimple and common. The dominions of ſome ſo- 
vereigns of Germany or Italy, which may be com- 
paſſed in half an hour, when compared with the 
empires of Ottoman, Muſcovy, or China, are no 
other than faint inſtances of the prodigious differ- 
ence which nature hath made in the ſcale of beings. 
The ſtature of his excellency being of theſe extra- 
ordinary dimenſions, all our painters and ſtatuaries 
will eaſily agree, that the round of his belly might 
amount to fifty thouſand royal feet: a very agree- 
able and juſt proportion. VV 
His noſe being equal in length to one third of 
his face, and his jolly countenance engroſſing one 
ſeventh part of his height, it muſt be owned that 
the noſe of this ſame Sirian, was ſix thouſand three 
hundred and thirty-three royal feet to a hair; which 
was to be demonſtrated.— With regard to his un- 
derſtanding, it is one of the beſt cultivated I have 
known; he is perfectly well acquainted with abun- 
dance of things, ſome of which are of his own in- 
vention: for, when his age did not exceed two 
hundred and fifty years, he, according to the cuſ- 
tom of his country, ſtudied at the moſt celebrated 
univerſity of the whole planet, and by the force of 
his genius, found out upwards of fifty propoſitions 
of Euclid, having the advantage by more than eigh. 
teen, of Blaiſe Paſchal, who (as we are told by his 
own ſiſter) demonſtrated two and thirty for his 


_  ._ amuſement, and then left off, chooſing rather to be 


an indifferent philoſopher, than a great mathema. 
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tician.— About the four hundred and fiſtieth year 
of his age, or latter end of his childhood, he diſſect- 
ed a great number of ſmall inſects not more than 
one hundred feet in diameter, which are not per- 
ceivable by ordinary microſcopes, of which he com- 
poſed a very curious treatiſe, which involved him in 
ſome trouble: the mufti of the nation, though very 
old and very ignorant, made ſhift to diſcover in his 
book certain lemmas that were ſuſpicious, unſeem- 
ly, raſh, heretick and unſound; and proſecuted 
him with great animoſity ; for, the ſuhject of the 
author's inquiry was, whether in the world of Si- 
rius, there was any difference between the ſubſtan- 
tial forms of a flea and a ſnail. „ 
Micromegas defended his philoſophy with ſuch 
ſpirit as made all the female ſex his proſelytes; and 
the proceſs laſted two hundred and twenty years; at 
the end of which, in conſequence of the mufti's 
intereſt, the book was condemned by judges who 
had never read it, and the author expelled from 
court, for the term of eight hundred years 
Not much afflicted at his baniſhment from a 
court that teemed with nothing but turmoils and | 
trifles, he made a very humurous ſong upon 
the mufti, who gave himſelf no trouble about the 
matter, and ſet out on his travels from planet to 
planet, in order (as the ſaying is) to improve his 
mind and finiſh his education. Thoſe who never 
travel but in a poſt chaiſe or berlin, will, doubtleſs, 
be aſtoniſhed at the equipages uſed above: for we 
that ſtrut upon this little mole-hill, are at a loſs to 
_ conceive any thing that ſurpaſſes our own cuſtoms. 
But our traveller was a wonderful adept in the laws 
of gravitation, together with the whole force of at- 
traction and repulſion ; and made ſuch ſeaſonable 
uſe of his knowledge, that fometimes, 9 
We: e N 3 
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of a ſun-beam, and ſometimes by the convenienee 
of a comet, he and his retinue glided from ſphere 
to ſphere, as a bird hops from one bough to ano- 
ther. Hein a very little time, poſted through the 
milky way; and I am obliged to own, he ſaw not a 
twinkle of thoſe ſtars ſuppoſed to adorn that fair 
empyrean, which the illuſtrious doctor Derham 
brags to have obſerved through his teleſcope. Not 
that I pretend to ſay the doctor was miſtaken. God 
forbid! but Micromegas was upon the ſpot, an ex- 
ceeding good obſerver, and J have no mind to con- 
tradict any man. Be that as it will, after many 
windings and turnings, he arrived at the planet Sa- 
turn; and, accuſtomed as he was to the fight of 
Novelties, he could not for his life repreſs that ſu- 
percilious and conceited ſmile which often eſcapes 
the wiſeſt philoſopher, when he perceived the ſmall- 
neſs of that globe, and the diminutive ſize of its 
inhabitants: for really/ Saturn is but about nine 
hundred times larger than this our earth, and the 
ple of that country mere dwaris, about a thou- 
ſand fathoms high. In fhort, he at firſt derided 
thoſe poor pigmies? juſt as an Italian fidler Jaughs 
at the muſic of Lully, at his Hrſt arrival in Paris: 
but as this Sirian was a perſon of good ſenſe, he 
ſoon perceived that a thinking being may not be 
altogether ridiculous, even though he is not quite 
ſix thouſand feet high; ; and therefore he became 
familiar with-them, after they had ceaſed to won- 
der at his extraordinary appearance. In particu- 
lar, he contracted an intimate friendſhip with the 
ſecretary of the academy of Saturn, a man of good 
underſtanding, who, though in truth he had inven- 
ted nothing of his own, gave a very good account 
of the inventions of others, and enjoyed, in peace, 
the reputation of a little _ and great l 
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Arid here, for the edification of the reader, I will 
repeat 2 very ſingular converſation that one day 
paſſed between Mr. ſecretary and Micromegas. 


* 
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The converſation between Mic ROMEGAS. and che 
inhabitant of SATURN. 


18 excelleney having laid bümſcif 1 and 

the ſecretary approached his noſe, It muſt | 
be confeſſed, ſaid Micromegas, © that nature is 
full of variety.” —* Yes,” replied the Saturnian, na- | 
* ture is like a parterre whoſe flowers © Pthaw!”? 


cried the other, © a, truce with your parter- 21 


res. It is,” reſumed the ſecretary, © like an 

aſſembly of fair and brown women whoſe dreſles--” : 

“What a plague have I to do with your bru- 

nettes?“ ſaid our traveller. Then it is like a 

gallery of pictures, the ſtrokes of which---" Not 

at all.“ anſwered Micromegas, I tell you once 

for all, natute is like nature, and compariſons are 

odious.” Well, to pleaſe you,” ſaid the fecre= _ 

tary---< I won't be pleaſed,” replied the Siria, 

i want tobe inſtructed : 3 therefore, without 

further preamble, and tell me how many ſenſes the 
people of this world enjoy.“ We have ſeventy and 

two,” ſaid the academician, but, we are daily 

complaining of the ſmall number; as our imagina- 

nation tranſcends our wants; for, with theſe ſeventy 

two ſenſes, our five moons and ring, we find our- 

ſelves very, much reſtricted; and notwithſtanding 

our curioſity, and the no ſmall number of thoſe paſ- 

ſions that reſult from theſe few ſenſes, we have itil 

time enough to be tired of idleneſs.” ! ſincere- 
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ly believe what you fay,” cried Micromegas, © for, 
though we Sirians have near a thouſand different 
ſenſes, there {till remains a certain vague deſire, an 
unaccountable inquietude inceſſantly advertiſing us 
of our own unimportance, and giving us to under- 
- ſtand, that there are other beings who are much 
our {uperiors in point of perfection. I have tra- 
velled a little, and ſeen mortals both above and be- 
low myſelf in the ſcale of being: but I have 
met with none who had not more deſire than ne- 
ceſſity and more want than gratification ; perhaps, 
I ſhall one day arrive in ſome country, where nought 
is wanting; but, hitherto I have had no certain in- 
formation of ſuch an happy land.” The Saturnian 
and his. gueſt exhauſted themſelves in conjectures 
upon this ſubject, and after abundance of argumen- 
tation equally ingenious and uncertain, being fain 
to return to matter of fact, To what age do you 
commonly live?” faid the Sirian. Lack-a-day! a 
mere trifle,” rephed the little gentleman. © It is 
the very ſame caſe with us,” reſumed the other, 
* the ſhortneſs of life is our daily complaint, ſo 
that this muſt be an univerſal law in nature.“ 
Alas!“ cried the Saturnian, „few, very few on 
this globe, outlive five hundred great revolutions of 
the ſun; (theſe, according to our way of reckon- 
ing, amount to about fifteen thouſand years.) So, 
you ſee, we in a manner begin to die the very mo- 
ment we are born: our exiſtence 1s no more than 
a point, our duration an inſtant, and our globe an 
atom. Scarce do we begin to learn a little, when 
death intervenes, before we can profit by experi- 
ence: for my own part, I am deterred from laying 
ſchemes, when I conſider myſelf as a fingle drop in 
the midſt of an immenſe ocean. I am particularly 
? 8 ; ne UTE a | ; 
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- attained; in your preſence, of the ridiculous figure 
I make among my fellow-creatures.” 

To this declaration, Micromegas replied, 6 If 
you were not a philoſopher, I ſhould be afraid of 
mortifying your pride, by telling you that the term 
of our lives, is ſeven hundred times longer than the 
date of your exiſtence : but, you are very ſenſible, 

that when the texture of the body is reſolved, in 
order to reanimate nature in another form, which 
is the conſequence 'of what we call death : when 
that moment of change arrives, there is not the 
leaſt difference betwixt having lived a whole eter- 
_ nity, or a fingle day. I have been in ſome coun- 
tries where the people live a thouſand times longer 
than with us, and yet they murmured at the ſhort- 
neſs of their time: but one will find every where, 
ſome few perſons of good ſenſe, who know how to 
make the belt of their portion, and thank the au- 
thor of nature for his bounty. There is a profuſion 
of variety. ſcattered through the univerſe, and yet ; 
there is an admirable vein of uniformity that runs 
"thro the whole: for example, all thinking beings are 
different among themſelves, though at bottom they 
reſemble one another, in the powers and paſſions 
of the ſoul : matter, though interminable, hath dif- 
ferent properties in every ſphere. How many princi- | 
pal attributes do you reckon in the matter of this 
world ??” © If you mean thoſe properties,“ ſaid 
the Saturnian, a without which we believe this our 
globe could not ſubſiſt, we reckon in all three hun- 
dred, ſuch as extent, impenetrability, motion, gra- 
vitation, diviſibility, et cxtera.” —** That ſmall 
number,” replied the traveller, probably anſwers 
the views of the creator, on this your narrow ſphere. 
Ladore his wiſdom | in all his works. I ſee infinite 
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variety] but every where proportion. 'Your * 
is ſmall; ſo are the inhabitants: you have few ſen- 
ſations; becauſe your matter is endued with few 
properties: theſe are the works of unerring provi- 
dence. Of what colour does your ſun appear when 
accurately examined? Of a yellowiſh white,” 
anſwered the Saturnian; ; © and in ſeparating one 
of his rays, we find it contains ſeven colours.“ 
„ Our ſun,” faith the Sirian, is of a reddiſh hue, 
and we have no leſs than thirty-nine original col- 
ours. Among all the ſuns I have ſeen, there is ne 
ſort of reſemblance; and in this ſphere of your 8, | 
there is not one * like another.“ 
After divers queſtions of this nature, he aſked 
bop many ſubſtances, effentially different, they 
counted in the world of Saturn; and underſtood 
that they numbered but thirty; fuch as God; ſpace; 
matter; | beings endued with ſenſe and extenſion; 
N beings that have extenſion, ſenſe, and reflection; 
thinking beings who have no extenſion; thoſe that 
are penetrable; thoſe that are impenetrable, and the 
reſt. But this Saturnian philoſopher was prodi- 
iouſly aſtoniſhed, when the Sirian told him, they 
ad no leſs then three hundred, and that he himſelf 
had diſcovered three thouſand more in the courſe of 
his travels. In ſhort, after having communicated to 
each other what they knew, and even what they 
did not know, and argued during a complete re- 
volution of the ſun, they reſolved to ſet out {0s 
_—_— on a ogy e tour. bY 
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N The Monger of thoſe Two INHABITANTS of the 
other World. 


vun two philoſophers were juſt ks to em- 

bark for the atmoſphere of Saturn, with a 

jolly proviſion of mathematical inſtruments, when 
the Saturnian's miſtreſs, having got an inkling of 


their deſign, came all in tears to make her remon- 
ſtrances. She was'a little handſome brunette, not 


above ſix hundred and threeſcore fathom high; but 
her agreeable attractions made amends for the 
ſmallneſs of her ſtature. * Ah! cruel man,” cried 
ſhe, © after a reſiſtance of fifteen hundred years, 
waen at length I ſurrendered, and ſcarce have pafl- 
ed two hundred more in thy embrace, to leave me 
thus, before the honey moon is over, and go a 


rambling with a giant of another world! go, go, 


thou art a mere virtuoſo, devoid of tenderneſs and 
love! if thou wert a true Saturnian, thou would(t 
be faithful and invariable. Ah! whither art thou 
going? what is thy deſign? our five moons are not 
ſo inconſtant, nor our ring fo changeable as thee! 
but take this along with you, henceforth I ne'er 
ſhall love another man.” The little gentleman 
embraced and wept over her, notwithd] 
philoſophy; and the lady, after h ng ſwooned 
with great decency, went to conſole h&rſelf with 
the converſation of a certain beau. 
Meanwhile, our two virtuoſi ſet out, and at one 
Lap leaped upon the ring, which they found pretty 


Hat, according to the i ingenious gueſs of an illuſtri- 
- bus inhabitant of this our little earth: from thence. 


they eafily ſlipped from moon to moon; and a co- 
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met chancing to paſs, they ſprung upon it with all 
their ſervants and apparatus. Thus carried about. 
one hundred and fifty million of leagues, they met 
with the ſatellites of Jupiter, and arrived upon the 
body of the planet itſelf, where they continued a 
Whole year; during which they learned ſome ver 
curious ſecrets, which would actually be ſent to the 
preſs," were it not for fear of the gentlemen inqui- 
ſitors, who have found among them ſome corolla- 
ries very hard of digeſtion. Nevertheleſs, I have 
read the manuſcript in the library of the illuſtrious 
archbithop of.. . who has granted me permiſſion to 
_ peruſe his books with that generoſity and goodneſs 
which can never be enough commended : where- 
tore I promiſe he ſhall have a long article in the 
next edition of Moreri, where I ſhall not forget the 
young gentlemen his ſons, who give us ſuch pleaſ- 
ing hopes of ſeeing perpetuated the race of their 
illuſtrious father. But to return to our travellers. 
When they took leave of Jupiter, they traverſed a 
: Ipace of about one hundred millions of leagues, and 
coaſting along the planet Mars, which is well 
known to be five times ſmaller than our little earth; 
they deſcryed two moons ſubſervient to that orb, 
which have eſcaped the obſervation. of all our aſtro- 
nomers. I know father Caſtel will write, and that 
| pleaſantly enough, againſt the exiſtence of theſe 
two moons; but I entirely refer myſelf to thoſe who 
reaſon by analogy :- thoſe worthy philoſophers are 
very ſenſible that Mars, which is at ſuch a diſtance: 
from the ſun, muſt be in a very uncomfortable ſitu- 
ation, Without the benefit of a couple of moons : be 
that as it may, our gentlemen found the planet fo 
 finall, that they were afraid they ſhould not find 
room to take a little repoſe; ſo that they purſued 
their journey like two travellers who deſpiſe the 
Nt | „„ paultry 
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paultry accommodation of a village, and puſh for- 
ward to the next market town. But the Sirian 


and his companion ſoon repented of their delicacy; 


for, they journeyed a long time, without finding a 
reſting place, till at length they diſcerned a ſmall 
ſpeck, which was the Earth. Coming from Jupiter, 
they could not but be moved with compaſſion at 
| ſight of this miſerable ſpot, upon which, however, 


they reſolved to land, leſt they ſhould be a ſecond. 


time difappointed. They accordingly moved to- 
wards the tail of the comet, where, finding an'Aus 
rora Borealis ready to ſet fail, they embarked, and 
arrived on the northern coaſt of the Baltic on the 


fifth day of July, new ſtile, in the year 1737. | | 


CHAP. IV, 

What bete} them upon this our GLOBE. 
= He taken ſome repoſe, and being deſirous 
11 of reconnoitring the narrow field in which 


* 
* 
— 


they were, they traverſed it at once from north to 
ſouth. Every ſtep of the Sirian and his attendants 


meaſured about thirty thouſand royal feet: whereas, 
the dwarf of Saturn, whoſe ſtature did not exceed 


a thouſand fathoms, followed at a diſtance quite 
out of breath; becauſe, for every ſingle ſtride of 


his companion, he was obliged to make twelve 
good ſteps at leaſt. - The reader may figure to 


himſelf, (if we are allowed to make ſuch compas - 


riſons,) a very little rough ſpaniel dodging after a 


: — 


captain of the Pruſſian grenadiers. 


As thoſe ſtrangers walked at a good pace, they 
compaſſed the globe in ſix and thirty hours; the 
lun, it is true, or rather the earth, deſcribes the ſame 
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ſpace in the courſe of one day; but it muſt be . 
ſerved that it is much more eaſy to turn upon an 
axis than to- walk a-foot. Behold them then re- 
turned to the ſpot from whence they had ſet out, 
after having diſcovered that almoſt imperceptible 
ſea, which is called the Mediterranean; and the 
other narrow pond that ſurrounds this mole-hill, 
under the denomination of the great ocean; in 
wading through which, the dwarf had never wet 
his mid. 3 while the other ſcarce moiſtened bis 
Heel. In going and coming through both hemiſ- 
pheres, they did all that lay in their power to dif 
cover whether or not the globe was inhabited, 
=, They ſtooped, they lay down, they groped in eve- 
82 ec but their eyes and hands were not at 
all proportioned to the ſmall beings that crawl upon 
this earth ; and, therefore, they could not find the 
ſmalleſt reaſon to ſuſpect that we and our fellow Cl» 
_ tizens of this globe had the honour to exiſt. 

The dwarf, who ſometimes judged too haſtily, 
concluded at once that there was no living crea» 
ture upon earth; and his chief reaſon was, that he 
had ſeen nobody. But, Micromegas, in a polite 
manner, made him ſenſible of the unjuſt conclu- 
ſion; © For, (ſaid he,) with your diminutive eyes 
you cannot ſee certain ſtars of the fiftieth magni- 
tude, which I diſtinctly perceive ; and do you take 
it for granted that no ſuch ſtars exiſt? But I 

_ have groped with great care,“ replied the dwarf. 
Then your ſenſe of feeling muſt be bad,” reſu- 


"Rv Med the other. But this globe, (ſaid the dwarf, ) : 
is ill contrived; and ſo irregular in its form as to 
be quite ridiculous, The whole together looks 

| like a chaos. Do but obſerve theſe little rivulets ; 
not one of them runs in a ſtrait line: and theſe 


Fonds which a are neither round, ſquare, nor oval, 
| nor 
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nor indeed of: any regular figure; ; together with 
thoſe little ſharp pebbles, (meaning the OY 
that roughen the whole ſurface of the globe, au 

have tore all the ſkin from my feet. Belides, pray 


take notice of the ſhape of the whole, how it flat- 


tens at the, poles, and turns round the ſun in an 
awkward oblique manner, ſo as that the polar 
circles cannot poſſibly be -ultivated. Truly, what 
makes me believe there is no inhabitant on this 
ſphere, is a full perſuaſion that no ſenfible being 
would live in ſuch a difagreeable place.” “ What 
then? (ſaid Micromegas, ) perhaps the beings that 
inhabit it come not under that denomination ; but, 
in all appearance, it was not made for nothing. 
Every thing here ſeems to you irregular ; becauſe 
you fetch all your compariſons from Jupiter or Sa- 


turn, Perhaps this is the very reaſon of the ſeem- 


ing confuſion which you condemn ; have not I told 
you, that an the courſe of my travels I have always 


met with variety?“ The Saturnian replied to all 


theſe arguments ; and perhaps the diſpute would 
have known no end, if Micromegas in the heat of 


the conteſt had not luckily broke the ſtring of his 


diamond necklace; fo that the jewels fell to the 
1 conſiſting of pretty ſmall unequal karats, 
the largeſt of which weighed four hundred pounds, 


and the ſmalleſt fifty. The dwarf, in helping to 


pick them up, perceived, as they approached his 


eye, that every ſingle diamond wa: cut in ſuch a man- 


ner as to anſwer the purpoſe of an excellent micro- 
ſcope, He therefore took up'a ſmall one, about one 


. and fixty feet in diameter, and applied it 
to his eye, while Micromegas choſe another of two 
thouſand five hundred; though they were of excel. 


lent powers, the obſerverscould perceive nothing by 
their aſſiſtance, ſo that they were altered and ad- 
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juſted: at length, the inhabitant of Saturn Alem 


ed ſomething almoſt imperceptible moving between 
two waves in the Baltic: this was no other than a 
whale, which, in a dexterous manner, he caught 
with his httle finger, and, placing it on the nail of 


his thumb, ſhewed it to the Syrian, who laughed 
heartily. at the exceſſive ſmallneſs peculiar to the 


inhabitants of this our globe. The Saturnian, by 
this time convinced that our world was inhabited, 


+ began to imagine we had no other animals than 


whales ; and being a mighty arguer, he forthwith ſet 
about inveſtigating the origin and motion of this 
fmall atom, curious to know whether or not it was 
furniſhed with ideas, judgment, and free will. Mi. 
cromegas was very much perplexed upon this ſub- 


ject ; he examined the animal with the moſt pati- 
ent attention, and the reſult of his inquiry was, that 
he could ſee no reaſon to believe a ſoul was lodged 
in ſuch a body. The two travellers were actually 
inclined to think there was no fuch thing as mind 


in this our habitation, when, by the help of their. 
microſcope, they perceived ſomething as large as a 


whale floating upon the ſurface of the ſea. It is 


well known, that at this period a flight of philoſo- 
phers were upon their return from the polar circle, 


Where they had been making oblexvatione, for 
which nobody Fs ae been the wiſer *, The 
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* Cabal, who had a a 10. of he meridian in Mega, 
publiſhed in 1718 his, book upon the ſize and figure of the 
earth, in which he concludes it is lengthened at the poles, in 
contradiction to the theory of Newton and Huy gens; the French 
king ordered a company of academicians to meaſure a degree 


eſſrs. 


the polar cirele, in order to determine this diſpute. 


Selen, Bonguer, and de la W were ſent to we 
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gazettes record, that their veſſel ran n aſhore. on the 


coaſt of Bothnia, and that they with great difficulty 
ſaved their lives; but in this world one can never 
dive to the bottom of things: for my own part, I 
will ingenuouſly recount the tranſaction juſt as it 
happened, without any addition of my own; aud 
this is no ſmall effort in a modern hiſtorian. 

1 : 7 . . 
1 An 5 


wards the place where the object appeared, 
and advanced two fingers, which he inſtantly pull- 


ed back, for fear of being diſappointed, then open- 


ing ſoftly and ſhutting them all at once, he very 
| _— ſeized the ſhip that contained thoſe 
. - gentlemen, and placed it on his nail, avoiding too 


much preſſure, which might have cruſhed the whole 
in pieces. This,” faid the Saturnian dwarf, : 


: is a creature very different from the former :” 
upon which, the Sirian placing the ſuppoſed animal 

in the hollow of his hand, the paſſengers and crew, 
who believed chemſelves thrown by a hurricane 

t upon ſome rock, began to put themſelves in motion. 

| The ſailors having hoiſted out ſome caſks of wine, 

; „ Nan | 

| while bid Clairaur, 9 Monnier, and 9 ſet 

be out for Lapland. The obſervations of both companies, reinfor- 

ced by thoſe of Don Jorge Juan, and Antonio d' Ulloa, two Spa- 


niſn philoſophers employed by his Catholick. Majeſty, confirmed 
the theory of Sir Iſaac Newton, that the earth was an oblate 
ſpheroid, flattened at the poles. A curious account of the 
voyage to Lapland, and of the obſervations there made, is to be 
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jumped after Gem! into the hand of Micromegas 4 
the mathematicians having ſecured their quadrants, 


ſectors, and Lapland miſtrefles, went over-board at 
a different place, and made ſuch a buſtle in their 


deſcent, that the Sirian at length felt his fingers 


tickled by ſomething that ſeemed to move. An 
iron crow chanced to penetrate about a foot deep 
into his fore finger; and from this prick he 
concluded that ſomething had iſſued from the little 
animal he held in his hand; but at firſt he ſuſpect- 
ed nothing more: for the microſcope, that ſcarce 
rendered a whale and a ſhip viſible, had no effect 
upon an object ſo imperceptible as man.---I do not 
intend to ſhock the vanity of any perſon whatever ; 
but here I am obliged to beg your people of import- 
ance, to conſider, that ſuppoſing- the Rature of a 
man to be about five ſeet, we mortals make juſt 
ſuch a figure upon the earth, as an animal the 
fixty thouſandth part of a foor in height, would 
exhibit upon a bowl ten feet in circumference. 
When you reflect upon a being who could hold 
this whole earth in h he palm of his hand, and is 
endued with organs proportioned to thoſe we poſ- 
ſeſs, you will eafily concelve that there muſt be a 
great variety of created ſubſtances ; and pray, 
what muſt ſuch beings think of thoſe battles by 
which a conqueror gains a ſmall village, to loſe it 
again in the ſequel? I do not at all doubt, but if 
ſome captain of grenadiers ſhould chance to read 
55 work, he would add two large feet at leaſt to 
ne caps of his companꝝ: but I aſſure him his la- 
ORE will be in vain; for, do what he will, he and 
his ſoldiers will never de other than infinitely dimi- 
nutive and inconſiderable. What wonderful ad- 
dreſs muſt have been inherent in our Sirian philo- 
ſopher, that . him to perceive thoſe atoms 7 
5 . .. - whic 
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which we have been ſpeaking. When Leuwenhoek 


and Hartſoecker obſerved the firſt rudiments of 
which we are formed, they did not make ſuch an 
_ aſtoniſhing diſcovery. Whar pleaſure; therefore, 
was the portion of Micromegas, in obſerving the 
motion of thoſe little machines; in examining all 
their pranks, and purſuing them in all their opera · 
tions! with what j Joy did he put his microſcope in- | 


to his companion's hand; and with what tranſport 
did they both at once exclaim, « | ſee them diſ- 
tinctly, — don't > fe perceive them carrying burdens, 
lying down and riſing up again?“ So ſaying, their 
hands ſhook with eagerneſs to ſee, and apprehenſi- 


on to loſe ſuch uncommon objects. The Saturnian 

_ a ſudden tranſition, from the moſt cautious. 
. diſtruſt, to the moſt exceſſive credulity, imagined . 
he faw them i in the very work: of propagation, and 
cried aloud, * I have ſurpriſed nature in the very 
aa,” Nevertheleſs, he was deceived by appear- 


ances ! a caſe too common, whether we do or (bd: 
not make ie of ene, A 
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| What happeried i in their intercourſe with Nen. 


ICROMEGAS Leng 2 much better obſerv - 


er than his dwarf, perceived diſtinctly that 


thoſe atoms ſpoke; and made the remark to his 


companion, who was ſo much aſhamed of being 
miſtaken in the article of generation, that he would 


not believe ſuch a puny ſpecies could poſſibly com- 


municate their ideas: for, though he had the gift 


of tongues, as well as his companion, he could not. 


hear thoſe particles ſpeak; and therefore ſuppoled 
. had no language: beſides, how ſhould ſuch 
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1 beings have the organs of Seck 8 
and what in the name of God can they ſay to one 
another? in order to ſpeak, they muſt have ſome- 
thing like thought, and if they think, they muſt ſure- 
ly have ſomething equivalent to a ſoul: now, to attri- 
bute any thing like a ſoul toſueh an inſect ſpecies, ap- 
pearsa mere abſurdity. . But juſt now,” repliedthe 
Sirtan, you believed they made love to each o- 
ther; and do you think this could be done without 
thinking, without uſing ſome fort of language, or 
at leaſt ſome way of making themſelves underſtood ? 
or do you ſuppoſe it is more difficult to advance an 
argument than to produce a child? for my own 
part; I look upon beth theſe ſaculties as alike, my- 
ſerious?” Iwill no longer venture to believe or 
deny, anſwered the dwarf: in ſhort I have no 
opinion at all. Let us endeavour to examine theſe 
inſets, and we will reaſon upon them afterwards.— 
< With all my heart, ** ſaid Micromegas, Who ta- 
king out a pair of ſciflars, which he kept for paring 
his nails, eut off a paring from his thumb. nail, of 


Which he immediately formed a large kind of 1 
ſpeaking trumpet, like a vaſt tunnel, and clapped 7 ; 
the pipe to his ear: as the derence of this 5 F 
machine inchuded the ſhip and all the crew, the moſt | 1 
feeble voice was conveyed along the erealar fibres x 
ol the nail; ſo that, thanks to his induſtry, the 4 
philoſopher could diſtinctly hear the buzzing of our 8 
inſets that were below; in a few hours he diſ- 2 
tinguiſhed articuiate ſounds, and at laſt plainly ” 
Cd the French language. The Fa heard by 
the ſame, though with more difficult. 5 

The aten of our travellers increaſed every by 
_ inſtant. They heard a neſt of mites talk in a pretty T 
ſenſible ſtrain: and that Luſus Naturæ ſeemed to 2 


. 3— You need not doubt but the f * 
Sirian 
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Sinanand his dwarf glowed with impatience toenter 
into converſation with ſuch atoms. Micromegas 


being afraid that his voice, like thunder, would 


deafen and confound the mites, without being 


underitood by them, faw the neceſſity of diminiſhing | 
the ſound ; each, therefore, put into his mouth a 
fort of mall tooth. pick, the lender end of which 


reached to the veſſel. The Sirian ſetting the dwarf 
upon his knees, and the ſhip and crew. upon his 
nail, held down his head and ſpoke ſoftly. In 
fine, having taken theſe and a great many more pre- 
cautions, he addreſſed himſelftochem in theſe words. 
O ye inviſible inſects, whom the hand of the 
Creator hath deigned to produce in the abyſs of in- 


finite litfleneſs, I give praiſe to his goognels, in that 


he hath been elealed to diſcloſe — me thoſe ſecrets 


that ſeemed to be impenetrable; perhaps the eourt 
of Sirius will not diſdain to behoid you with admi:? 
ration: for my own part, I deſpiſe no creqture,; and 


therefore offer you my protection.“ 


If ever there was ſuch a thing as aſtoniſhmerit, i NR 


ſeized upon the people who heard this addrels, and 
who could not conceive from whence it proceeded. 
The chaplain of the ſhip repeated exorciſms, the 
 failors ſwore, and the philoſophers formed a ſyſtem : 


but, notwithſtanding all their ſyſtems, they could 


not divine who the perſon was that ſpoke to them. 
Then the dwarf of Saturn, whoſe voice was ſofter 

than that of Micromegas, gave them briefly to un- 
derſtand what ſpecies of beings they had to do 


with. He retated the particulars of their voyage 
from Saturn, made them acquainted with the rank. - 


and quality of Monſieur Micromegas ; and after 


having pitted their ſmallneſs, aſked if they had al- 


ways been in that miſerable ſtate, ſo near a-kin to 
annihilation ; ; and what their buſineſs was upon 
8 5 | that 
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that globe which ſeemed to be the property of 
whales ; he alſo deſired to know if they were happy 
in their ſituation, if they propagated their ſpecies, 
if they were inſpired with fouls ? and put a hundred 
queſtions of the like nature. 

A certain mathematician on board, more courae 
geous than the reſt, and ſhocked to hear his ſoul 
called in queſtion, planted his quadrant, and having 
taken two obſervatioas of this interlocutor, . You 
believe then, Mr. what d'ye callum,” ſaid he, that 
brcauſe * meaſure from head to foot a thouſand 
fathoms“ . A thouſand fathoms !” cried the 
- dwarf, 4 good heaven! how ſhould he know the 
height 2 — my ſtature? a thouſand fathoms ! my very 
- dimenſions to an hair. What, meaſured by a mite 

this atom, forſooth, is a geometrician, and knows 
exactly how tall I am: while I, who can ſcarce 
perceive him through a microſcope, am utterly ig- 
norant of his extent! Yes, I have taken your mea- 
| ſure,” anſwered the philoſopher, and I will now 
. do the ſame by your tall companion.” The pro- 
poſal was embraced ; his excellency laid himſelf a- 
long : for, -had he ſtood upright, his head would 
have reached too far above the clouds. Our ma- 
thematicians planted a tall tree in a certain part of 
him which doctor Swift would have mentioned with- 
out heſitation, but which 1 forbear to call by its 
name, out of my inviolable reſpect for the ladies; 
then, by a ſeries of triangles joined together, they 
K their obſervation waz 
a ſtrapping youth, exactly one hundred and twen- 
ty thouſand royal feet in length. 

In conſequence of this calculation, Micromegas 
uttered theſe words: I am now more than ever 
convinced that we ought to judge of nothing by 
its external "magnitude. O God! who haſt be- 
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ftowed underſtanding upon ſuch ſeemingly. con- 


temptible ſubſtances, thou canſt with equal eaſe 


produce that which is infinitely ſmall, as that which 
is incredibly great: and if it be poſſible, that among 
thy works there are beings ſtill more diminutive 


than theſe, they may nevertheleſs, be endued 


with underſtanding ſuperior to the intelligence of 


thoſe ſtupendous animals I have ſeen in heaven, a 


ſingle foot of whom is larger than this whole globe 


on which I have alighted. One of the philoſophers 


bid him be aſſured, that there were intelligent beings 
much ſmaller than man, and recounted not onl 


Virgil's whole fable of the bees, but alſo deſcribed 


all that Swammerdam hath diſcovered, and Reau- 


mur diſſected. In a word, he informed him that 


there are animals which bear the ſame proportion 


to bees, which bees bear to man; the ſame as the 


Sirian himſelf was to thoſe vaſt beings whom he 


had mentioned ; and as thoſe huge animals were to 


other ſubſtances, before whom they would appear 
like ſo many particles of duſt. Here the converſation 


became very intereſting,and Micromegas propenied 
in theſe words, te 0 
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CHAP. VII. 


0 A converſation that paſſed between our travellers 


and the men they had encountered. 


Vr intelligent atoms, in whom the Su- 


preme Being hath been pleaſed to manifeſt 
his omniſcience and power, without all doubt your 
joys on this earth muſt be pure and exquiſite: for 
being unincumbered with matter, and, to all ap- 
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lives in the delights of love and reflection, which 
are the true enjoyments of a perfect ſpirit. True 
happineſs I have no where found; but certainly 
here it dwells.” At this harangue, all the philoſo- 
phers ſhook their heads, and one among the reſt, 
more candid than his brethren, frankly owned, 
that, excepting a very ſmall number of inhabitants, 
who were very little eſteemed by their fellows. all 
the reſt were a parcel of knaves, fools, and miſer- 
able wretches. We have matter enough,“ ſaid 
he, to do abundance of mitchief, if miſchief 
comes of matter; and too much underſtanding, if 
evil flows from underſtanding; you muſt know, 
for example, that this very moment, while 1 am 
ſpeaking. there are one hundred thouſand animals 
of our own ſpecies; covered with hats, ſlaying an 
equal number of fellow-creatures who wear tur- 

, bans; atleaſt, they are either ſlaying or ſlain ; and 
this hath been nearly the cafe all over the earth 
from time immemorial.” The Sirian ſhuddering 
at this information, begged to know the cauſe of- 
thoſe horrible quarrels among ſuch a puny race; 
and was given to underſtand, that the ſubject of 
the diſpute was ſome pitiful mole-hill no bigger 
than his heel : not that any one. of thoſe millions 

who cut one another's throats pretends to have 
the leaſt claim to the ſmalleſt patticle of that clod ; 


— 


the queſtion is to know, whether it ſhall belong to * 

a2 certain perſon who is known by the name of Sul- a 
tan, or to another whom (for what reaſon I know t] 
not) they dignify with the appellation. of Cæſar. it 
Neither one nor tother has ever ſeen, or ever will 8 
ſee, the pitifal corner in queſtion; and ſcarce one 5 

of thoſe wretches who ſacrifice one another hath 1 8 
ever beheld the animal on what account they are 80 
mutually lacrificed ! 15 1 T0 <= 
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Bo Ah . (eried the indignant Sirian) 


fuch exceſs of deſperate rage is beyond conception. 


1 have a good mind to take two or three ſteps, and 
trample the whole neſt of ſuch ridiculous aflafling 
under my feet.” © Don't give yourſelf the trouble, 
(replied the philoſopher) they are induſtrious e- 
' nough in procuring their own deſtruction; at the 


end of ten years the hundredth part of thofe 


wretches will be no more : for, you muſt know, 
that though they ſhould not draw a ſword in the 
_ cauſe they have eſpouſed, famine, fatigue, and in- 
| temperance, would ſweep almoſt all of them from 


the face of the earth. Beſides, the puniſhment - 


ſhould not be inflited upon them, but upon thoſe 
. fedentary and flothful barbarians, who, from their 
cloſe-ſtools, give orders for murthering a million of 


men, and then folemnly thank God for their ſuc- : | 


ceſs.” 

Dos mancher, moved with be for tlie 
kitle human race, in which he diſcovered ſuch a- 
ſtoniſhing contraſts, © Since you are of the ſmall 
number of the wile, (ſaid he) and in all likelihood 


do not engage yourſelves in the trade of murder 


for hire, be 1o good as to tell me your occupa- 


_ tion.” © We anatomize flies, (replied the philo- 


ſopher) we meaſure lines, we make calculations, 


we agree upon two or three points which we un- 
derſtand, and diſpute upon two or three thouſand: 
that.are beyond our comprehenſion.” , Then the 


ſtrangers being ſeized with the whim of interro-. 
gating thoſe thinking atoms, upon the ſubjects a- 
bout which they were agreed, How far (laid the 
Sirian) do you reckon the diſtance between the 
great ſtar of the conſtellation Gemini, and that 
called Caniculus ?” To this queſtion all of them 
az.wered with one voice, Thirty-two degrees 

5 . and 
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and an half.” „And what is the diſtance from 
hence to the moon ?” © Sixty ſemidiameters of the 


earth.” He then thought to puzzle them by aſk- 


ing the weight of the air; but they anſwered di- 
ſtinctly, that common air is about nine hundred 
times ſpecifically lighter than an equal column of 
the lighteſt water, and nineteen hundred times 
lüghter than current gold. The little dwarf of Sa- 
turn, aſtoniſhed at their anſwers, was now tempted 

to believe thoſe very people ſorcerers, whom, but 


a quarter of an hour before, he would not allow to 


be inſpired with ſouls. Ro IF 

„Well, (faid Micromegas,) ſince you know ſo 
well what is without you, doubtleſs you are till 
more perfectly acquainted with that which is with- 
| in; tell me what is the ſoul, and how your ideas 

are framed ?” Here the philoſophers fpoke all to- 
.. gether as before; but each was of a Arent OP1z 
nion: the eldeſt quoted Ariſtotle; another pro- 
nounced the name of Deſcartes; a third mentioned 
Mallebranche ; a fourth Leibnitz; and a fifth 
Locke: an old peripatician lifting up his voice, ex- 


claimed with an air of confidence, The ſoul is 


perfection and reaſon, having power to be ſuch as 
it is:“ as Ariſtotle expreſsly declares, page 633, 
of the Louvre edition. = | fs 


 EyTeAex 6c 0 26, 1 Ne. T's Jov% fe Forres Toes bras. 


« T am not very well verſed in Greek,” ſaid the 
giant: Nor I neither,” replied the philoſophical 
mite. Why then do you quote that ſame Aril- 
ſtotle in Greek ?”. reſumed the Sirian: Becauſe, 
(anſwered the other, ) it is but reaſonable we ſhould 
quote what we do not comprehend in a language 
we do not underſtand.” - F 

HNere the Carteſian interpoſing, The 3 
F 8 | e 
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ke) i is a yrs ſpirit or intelligence, which hath 1 re- 
ceived in the mother's womb all the metaphyſical 
ideas; but, upon leaving that priſori; is obliged to 
go o to ſchool, and learn anew that knowledge which 
t hath loſt, and will never more attain.” 

was neceſſary (replied the animal of eight ledgues,) 
that thy ſoul ſhould be learned in thy mother's 
womb, in order to be fo. ignorant when thou Haſt 
got a beard upon thy chin: but, what doſt thou 
underſtand by ſpirit? © To what pürpoſe do you 


aſk me that queſtion? (faid the philoſopher,) I have - 


no idea of it: indeed it is ſuppoſed to be immateri- 
al.” At leaſt, thou knoweſt what matter is?“ 
reſumed the Sirian. Perfectly well, (anſwered 
the other.) - For example, that ſtone is grey, is of 
a certain figure, has three dimienſſons, ſpecifick 
weight, and diviſibility.“ “Right, (faid the giant,) 
TIwant to know what that objatt is, which, accord- 
ing to thy obſervation, hath a grey colour weight, 
and diviſibility.“ Thou ſeeſt a fewqualities, but doſt 
thou kfow the nature of the thing itſelf?” “Not 
I truly,” anſwered the Carteſian. Upon which - 
the other told him he did not know what matter 
was. Then addreſſing himſelf to anothier ſage who 
ſtood upon his thumb, he aſked what is the ſoul ? 
and what are her fun ions ? « Nothing at all, (re- 


plied this diſciple of Mallebranche;) God hath'made - 
every thing for my convenience; in him I ſee ere. 


xy thing, by him Tact; he is the univerſal Agent, and 
nevef meddle in his work.” „ That is being a 
non-· entity indeed, {aid tHe Sirian ſage; who, 5 
ing to a follower of Leibnitz, Hark ye, friend, 


what is thy opinion of the foul ?” < In my dion, 


anſwered this metaphyſician) the ſoul is the hand 
that points at the hour, while my body does the 
5 office of a elock; * if you . the ſoul is the 
Voll. I. GS | clock, 
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my ſoul is the mirrour of the univerſe, and my 
body the frame. All this is clear and uncontro- 
vErOe. i. ot . 

A little partizan of Locke, who chanced to be 
preſent, being aſked his opinion on the ſame ſub- 
je&, © I do not know (faid he) by what power I 

think; but well I know, that I ſhould never have 
thought without the aſſiſtance of my ſenſes : that 
there are immaterial and intelligent ſubſtances, I do 
not at all doubt; but that it is impoſlible for God 
to communicate the faculty of thinking to matter, 
I doubt very much. I revere the eternal Power, to 
which it would ill become me to preſcribe bounds : 
I affirm nothing, and am contented to believe that 
many more things are poſſible than are uſually 
thought ſo.” The Sirian ſmiled at this declara- 
tion, and did not look upon the author as the leaſt 
ſagacious of the company: and as for the dwarf of 
Satutn, be would have embraced this adherent of . 
Locke, had it not been for the extreme difpropor- 
tion in their different ſizes. But unluckily there was 
another animalcule in a ſquare cap, who, taking the 
word from all his philoſophical brethren, affirmed 
that he knew the whole ſecret which was contain- 
ed in the abridgement of St Thomas: he ſurveyed 
the two celeſtial ſtrangers from top to toe, and 
maintained to their faces that their perſons, their 
faſhions, their ſuns and their ſtars, were created 
ſolely for the uſe of man. At this wild affertion 
| our two travellers let themſelves tumble topſy 
turvy, ſeized with a fit of that inextinguiſhable 
laughter, which (according to Homer) is the por- 
tion of the immortal gods; their bellies quivered, 
their ſhoulders roſe and fell, and, during theſe con- | Pp 
vulſions, the veſſel fell from the Sirian's nail into, 


clock, and the body is the pointer; or again; 
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the Saturnian's pocket, where theſe worthy people 
ſearched for it a long time with great diligence.— 
At length, having found the ſhip, and ſet every 
thing to rights again, the Sirian reſuming the dife 
courſe with thoſe diminutive mites, promiſed to 
compoſe for them a choice book of philoſophy, 
which would teach them abundance of admirable 
' ſciences, and demonſtrate the very eſſence of things, 
Accordingly, before his departure, he made them 
a preſent, o the book, which was brought to the 
academy of ſciences at Paris; but when the old 
ſecretary came to open it, he ſaw nothing but blank 
paper, upon which AY, ay, (ſaid he} this is juſt 
what I Pa * 
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E young Princeſs Amaſidia, daughter of 
": Amaki King of Tanis in Egypt, took a walk 
upon the high - way of Peluſium with the ladies of 


her train. She was ſunk in a deep melancholy 


the tears guſhed from her beautiful eyes. Ihe 
cauſe of her grief is known, as well as the fears ſhe 


entertained, leſt that grief ſhould diſpleaſe the king - 


her father. The old n man Mambres, ancient magi- 


cian and eunuch of the Pharaohs, was beſide het, 


and ſeldom left her. He was preſent at her birth ; 
ke had educated her, and taught her all that a fair 
| princeſs was allowed to know of the ſciences of 

Egypt. The mind of Amaſidia equalled her beau- 


ty; her ſenſibility and tenderneſs did not yield to - 


e charms of her perſon; and it was this ſenſibili- 
ty which coſt her ſo many tears. 


The Princeſs was four and twenty years old; the . 


magician Mambres about thirteen hundred, - 
was * as — one knows, who had that be” 
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diſpute wich * which the victory was 1 
long dotibtful betwixt two profound philoſo- 
phers. If Mcunbres ielded, it was owing to the 
viſible. protectio. 1 of e celeſtial powers who fa- 
voured his rival: it required gods to overcome 
Mambres. 
 Amaſis made PE eee t of his day gh- 
2 ter's houſhold, and he acquitted himſelf i in this 
A office with bis vital Prudence.” His compaſſion” 
| 


__ excited by the ngen of the beautiful Ama- 
| « O my lover,” cried ſhe ſometimes to kerlelf; | 
e my young, my dear lover, O greateſt of eonquer- 
os, moſt accompliſhed, moſt beautiful of, men! 
=» | Almoſt ſeven years haſt thou dit appeared from the 
| ' world: What god has ſnatched thee from thy 
| tender Amaſidia ? Thou art not dead. The wiſe 
Egyptian prophets confeſs this: But thou art dead 
to me, I am alone in the world; to me it is a de- 
| fart, By what extraordinary prodigy haſt thou 
abandoned thy throne and thy miſtreſs? Thy 
throne, which was the firſt in the world 3 
ver, that is a matter of ſmall conſequence but 
tc) Rn me who adofes thee, O! 5 8 dear 
Na- , 8 . | 
She was going on- Tremble to pronounce 
thut fatal name, (ſaid Mambres; the ancient eu- 
nuch and magician of the Pharaohs,) * you would 
perhaps be diſcovered by fome of the ladies of your 
court ; they are all very much deyoted to you, and' 
all fair ladies certainly make.it a merit to fervs the 
noble paſſions of fair princeſſes. But there may be 
one amongſt them indiſcreet, and even treacherous. 
Tou know that your father, although he loves you, | 
has fworn to put you to death, ſhould you pro- ; 
nounce the 2 name always ready to eſcape | 


ge. 
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your lips. This law 18 ſevere ; but you have not 


been educated in Egyptian wiſdom to be i ignorant 
of the government of the tongue: remember that. 


 Harpocrates, one of our greateſt gods, has always 


his finger upon his mouth,” 
The beautiful Amaſidia wept, and was ſilent. 


As ſhe penfively advanced towards the banks of 


the Nile, ſhe perceived at a diſtance under a thic- 
ket, watered by the river, an old woman in a tatter- 
ed grey garment, ſeated on a hillock; ſhe had be- 
ſide her a ſhe-aſs, a dog, a he-goat : oppoſite to her 


was a ſerpent, which was not like the common ſer- 


pents; for its eyes were mild, its phyſiognomy noble 
and engaging, its ſkin ſhone with the livelieſt and 
ſweeteſt colours. A huge fith, half immerſed in the 
river, was not the leaſt aſtoniſhing figure in the 
groupe. And on a neighbourin he were perch- 
ed a raven and a pigeon. All theſe creatures 


| ſeemed to an? on 2 very animated conyerſa- 5 


tion. 

= Alas” faid the princeſs in a low tone, theſe 
animals undoubtedly ſpeak of their loves, and it is 
not ſo much as allowed me to mention the name 
of mine.“ 


The old woman held in her hand A gender ſteel 


chain, a hundred fathoms long, to which was made 


faſt a bull who fed in the meadow. This pull was 
white, perfectly well made, plump. and at the ſame 
time agile, which is a thing ſeldom to be found. 


He was the moſt beautiful that was ever {een of his 


kind. Neither the bull of Paſiphae, nor that in 


whoſe ſhape Jupiter appeared when he carried off 


Europa, could be compared to this noble animal, 


The charming young heifer into which Iſis was 


changed would have fearce been worthy of 


| him. 
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As ſoon as he * the princeſs, he ran towards 
her with the ſwiftneſs of a young Arabian horſe, 
who flies over the plains and rivers of the ancient 


Saana, to approach the lovely mare who reigns in 
his heart, and makes him prick up his ears. The 
old woman uſed her utmoſt efforts to reſtrain him. 


The ſerpent wanted to terrify him by its hiſſing. 
The dog followed him, and bit his beautiful limbs. 


The ſhe-aſs croſſed his way, and kicked him to 
make him return. The great fiſh remounted the 


Nile, and darting himſelf out of the water, threat- 
ened to devour him: The he-goat remained im- 
moveable, and ſtruck with fear. The raven flut. 
tered round his head as if he wanted to tear out 
his eyes. The pigeon alone accompanied him 


from curioſity, and applauded him by a ſweet mure 


mur. 

So extraordinary a ſight threw Mambres into 
ſerious reflections. In the meanwhile, the white 
bull, dragging after him his chain and the old wo- 


man, had already reached the princeſs, . who was 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment and fear, He throws 


himſelf at her feet, he kiſſes them, he ſheds tears, 
he looks upon her with eyes, in which there was 
an uncommon mixture of grief and joy. He da- 
red not to low, leſt he ſhould terrify the beautiful 


Amaſidia. He could not ſpeak. A weak uſe of 


the voice, granted by Heaven'to certain animals, 
was denied him; but all his actions were eloquent. 
The princeſs was delighted with him; ſhe found 
that a trifling amuſement could ſuſpend for ſome 
moments even the moſt pungent grief. Here, 
ſaid ſhe, is a moſt amiable animal 1 could wiſh 
much to have him in my ſtable.” ; 


| At 1 Wen the doll bent himſelf on hl four 


knees 
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Eises and kiſſed the ground. He underſtands 
me, cried the princeſs ; ; he ſhews me that he wants 
to be mine. Ah, heavenly magician ; ah, divine 
eunuch, give me this conſolation. Purchaſe this 
beautiful cherubim &. Settle the price with the 
old woman, to whom he no doubt belongs. This 
animal muſt be mine: do not refuſe me this in- 


nocent comfort.“ All the ladies joined their re- 
queſts to the entreaties of the princeſs. Mambres 


yielded to them, and went to wn to the old wo- 
mau. 


NO ORE 


CHAP: It 


V® 


- 


How the wiſe: Marabidh, Fs Mag ician of 


Pharaoh, knew again the old Woman, and was 
known by her. 


- 


« 7 TADAM, 5 aid he to her, 6c you know 921 


ladies, and particularly orincefſes: have 
need of amuſement. The daughter of the king is 


 Uiſtraftedly fond of your bull, I beg that you vill | 


ſell him to us; you hall be paid in ee money.“ 
« Sir,” anſwered the old woman, „this pre- 


| ious animal does not belong to me. I am charg- 


ed, together with all the beaſts which you lee, to 


keep | him with cire, to watch all his motions, and 


to give an exact account of them. God forbid 
that I ſhould ever have any inclination to ſell this 
invaluable animal.“ 


Mantbres, upon this diſcourſe, began to have "Þ 
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Cherubim ſiguiſſes, in Chaldean, a Bull, 
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confuſed remembrance of ſomething which he 
could. not yet properly diſtinguiſh. He eyed the 
old woman in the grey cloak with greater atten- 
* tion.—** ReſpeQable lady,” ſaid he to her, © I ei- 
ther miſtake, or I have ſeen you formerly.“ - I 
make no miſtake,” replied the old woman, I 
have ſeen you ſeven hundred years agos in a jour- 
ney which I made from Syria into Egypt ſome 
months after the deſtruction of Troy, when Hiram 
the fecond reigned at Tyre, and Nephel-Keres in 
ancient Egypt.“ Ah! midam,” cried the old 
man, you are the remarkable witch of Endor.“ 
And yau, Sir,“ ſaid the ſorcereſs, embracing | 
him, * are the great Mambres of Egypt.“ | 
O unforeſeen meeting! memorable day! eter- 
nal decrees! faid Mambres; it certainly is not 
without permiſſion of the univerſal providence that 
we meet again in this meadow upon the banks of 
the Nile, near the noble city of Tanis. What, is 
it you who are ſo famous upon the banks of your 
little Jordan, and the firſt perſon in the world for | 
raiſing apparitions ?” | 
What, is it you, Sir, who are ſo famous for 
changing rods into a ſerpent, the day into darkneſs, 
and rivers into blood?“ Les, madam, but my 
great age has, in part, deprived me of my know- 
ledge and power. Iam ignorant from whence you 
have this beautiful bull, and who theſe animals 
are, that, together with you, watch around him.” 
The old woman recollecting herſelf, raiſed her * 
to heaven, then replied: 
% My dear Mambres, we ate of the ſame pro- 
feſſion, but it is expreſsly forbidden me to tell you 
who this bull is. I can ſatisfy you with regard to 
the other animals. You will eafily know them by 


the 
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the marks which characteriſe them. The e 
is that which perſuaded Eve to eat an apple, and 
to make her huſband partake of it. The als, that 
which ſpoke to your cotemporary Balaam in a hol- 
low way. The fiſh, which always carries its head 
above water, is that which ſwallowed Jonas a few 
ears ago. The dog is he who followed the angel. 
Raphael and the young Todit in their] journey to 
Raguſa in Media, i in the time of the great Salma- 
nazar. This goat is he who expiates all the ſins of 
your nation. The raven and the pigeon, thoſe 
which were in the ark of Noah: - great event! uni- 
verſal cataſtrophe ! of which almoſt all the world 
is {till ignorant. You are now informed ;---but of 
the bull you can know nothing.” 

Mambres, having liſtened with reſpect, ſaid, 
© The Eternal, O " Uuſtrious witch! reveals and 
conceals what he thinks proper. All the animals, 
who, together with you, are entruſted with the cu- 
ſtody of the white bull, are only known to your 
generous and agreeable nation, which is itſelf un- 
| known to almoſt all the world. The miracles 
which you and your's, I and mine, have performed, 
ſhall one day be a great ſubject of doubt and ſcan- 
dal to falſe philoſophers, But happily theſe mi- 
racles ſhall find belief with the real ſages who hall 
prove ſubmiſſive to the enlightened in one cor- 
ner of the world; and this is all that is neceſ- 
ſary.“ 

* he ſpoke theſe words, the princeſs pulled him 
by the ſleeve, and ſaid to him, © Mambres, will 

ou not buy my bull?” The magician, plunged 


into a deep reverie, made no reply, and Amaſidia 


poured forth her tears. 
She then addreſſed berlalt - to the old woman, 
j CI _ My 
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« My good woman,” ſaid ſhe, © 1 conjure you, by all 
you hold moſt dear in the world, by your father; 
by your mother, by your nurſe, who are certainly 
fill alive, to ſell me not only your bull, but like- 
wiſe your pigeon, which ſeems very muck attached 
to him. 

As for the other ültnzle I do not want them; 
but I ſhall catch the vapours if you do not ſell me 


this charming bull, who will be all the 35 (gn 


cf my life.“ 

The old woman teſpectfully kiſſed the fringe of 
het gauze robe, and replied, - Princeſs, my bull 
is not to be ſold ; your illuſtrious magician is ac- 
quainted with this. All that J can do for your ſer- 
vice is, to permit him to feed every day near your 
palace. You may careſs him, give him biſcuits, 
and make him dance about at your pleaſure; but 
he muſt always be under the eyes of all theſe ani- 
mals who accompany me, and who are chafged 

with the keeping of him: If he does not endea: 
© your to eſcape from them, they will prove peace- 
able; but if he attempts once more to break his 

chain, as he did upon ſeeing you, wo be unto 
him, for I would not anſwer for his life: this 
large fiſh, which you fee, will certainly ſwallow 
him, atid keep him longer than three days in his 
belly; or this ſerpent, who appears to you o 
mild, will give him a mortal ſting.“ 

The white bull, who underſtood perfectiy the 
old woman's converſation, but was unable to 
ſpeak, humbly accepted all the propoſals ; he laid 
himſelf down at her feet; he lowed ſoftly ; and 
looking tenderly at Amaſidia, ſeemed to ſay to her, 
Come and ſee me ſometimes upon the graſs.” 


The ſerpent now took ß the converſation:“ Prin- 
ceſs? 


The WHITE BULL, 159 


ceſs,” ſaid he, I adviſe you to act implicitly as 
mademoiſelle of Endor has told you.” The the- 
aſs likewiſe put in her word, and was of the opus 
on of the ſerpent. _ 

Amaſidia was afflicted that this ſerpent and this 
aſs ſhould ſpeak ſo well; while a beautiful bull, who 
had ſuch noble and tender ſentiments, was unable 
to expreſs them, Alas,“ ſaid ſhe in a low voice, 
nothing is more common at court: one ſees there 
every day fine lords who cannot converſe, and con- 
temptible wretches who ſpeak with aſſurance.” 

his ſerpent,” ſaid Mambres, is not a con- 
temptible wretch; he is perhaps the perſonage 
of the greateſt importance.” | 

The day now declined, and the princeſs was Ob- 


liged to return home, after having promiſed to. 
come back next day at the fame hour. Her ladies 


of the palace were aſtoniſhed, and underſtood no- 
thing of whiat they had ſeen or heard. Mambres 
made reflections. The - princeſs recollecting that 


the ſerpent called the old woman Miſs, concluded 
at random that ſhe was a virgin, and felt ſome af. 


fliction that ſhe was ſtill one herſelf; reſpectable 
affliction! which ſhe concealed with as much care 
| as the name of her lover. 


7 — a 
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flew the beautiful Ata had a ſecret Converſa- 


tion with a beautiful Serpent. | 5 


"HE heaniffal princeſs See ſecrecy 
to her ladies with regard. to WEIR they had 
. ſeen. 
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ſeen. They all promiſed i it, and kept it for a while 


'We may believe that Amefidia ſlept little this 
night; an inexplicable charm continually recalled 
the idea of her beautiful bull. As ſoon therefore as 
ſhe was at freedom with her wiſe Mambres, ſhe ſaid 


to him: O, ſage! this animal turns my head.” 
“ He employs mine very much,” faid Mambres. 
] ſee plainly that this cherubim is very much ſu- 
perior to thoſe of his ſpecies. I ſee that there is a 


great myſtery, and I ſuſpect a fatal event. Your 
father Amaſis is ſuſpicious and violent; and this 
affair requires that you conduct e the 6 
reateſt precaution.” .! 
„ Ah!“ faid the princeſs, ] have too hh | 


curioſity to be prudent. It is the only ſentiment 


which can unite in my heart with that which preys 
upon me on account of the lover I have loſt. Can 
I not know who this white bull is that es me / / 


ſuch ſtrange diſquiet ? * 


Mambres replied, I have "ROE ollen ta 
you, madam, that my knowledge declines in pro- 
portion as my age advances; but I miſtake much 
if the ſerpent is not informed of what you are ſo 


very deſirous of knowing. He does not want ſenſe; 
he expreſſes himſelf with propriety ; he has been 
long accuſtomed to interfere in the affairs of the 
ladies.“ Ah! undoubtedly,” ſaid Amaſidia, 


« this is the beautiful ſerpent of Egypt, who, by 
fixing his tail into his mouth, is the emblem of 
eternity ; who enlightens the world when he _ 
his eyes, and darkens it when he ſhuts them.” 
„No, madam,”----* It is then the ſerpent of Eſcu- 


lapius. ----< Still leſs,”---It is perhaps Jupiter under 


the figure of a ſerpent.” ---- Not at all.“ Ah, 


now I 5 I ſee; 3 it is s the rod which you----for- 


2 . merly 
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inerly Sm; into a ſerpent.“ No, madam, i it 
is not, but all theſe ſerpents are of the ſame family 
the preſent has a very high character in his own. 
country; he paſſes there for the moſt extraordinary 
ſerpent that was ever ſeen. Addreſs yourſelf to 
him. However, I warn you it is a dangerous un- 
dertaking. Were I in your place, I would hardly 
trouble myſelf either with the Bull, the ſhe-afs, the 
ſerpent, the fiſh, the raven, or the pigeon, but 
paſſion hurries you on; and all | can do is to pity 
you, and tremble.” 

The princeſs conjured him to procure her a tete 
a tete with the ſerpent. Mambres, who was ob- 
liging, conſented, and making profound reflections, 
he went and communicated to the witch in ſo in- 
ſinuating a manner the whim of the princeſs, that 
the old woman told him Amaſidia might lay her 
commands upon her; that the ſerpent was per- 
fectly well bred, and ſo polite to the ladies, that he 
wiſhed for nothing more than to oblige them, and 
would not fail the princeſs's aſſignation. 

The ancient magician returned to inform the 
princeſs of this good news; but he ſtill dreaded 
ſome misfortune, and made reflections. Jou 
deſire to ſpeak with the ſerpent, madam; this you 
may accompliſh whenever your highneſs thinks 
proper. But remember you muſt flatter him; for 
every animal has a great deal of ſelf. love, and he 
in particular. It is ſaid he was formerly driven out 
of heaven for exceſſive pride.“ 4 I have never 
heard of it,” replied the princeſs.---* 1 believe it,” 
faid the old man. He then informed her of all the 
reports which had been ſpread about this famous 
ſerpent. * But, madam, whatever ſingular adven- 
tures may have happened to him, you never can 
extort theſe ſecrets from him but by flattery : hav- 
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8 ing formerly deceived women, it is reaſonable that 
a woman in her turn ſhould deceive him.“ —* F 
will do my utmoſt,” ſaid the princeſs ; and depart- 
ed with her maids | of honour. The old woman 
was feeding the bull at a conſiderable diſtance. 
Mambres left Amaſidia to herſelf, and went and 
diſcourſed with the witch. One lady of honour 
chatted with the ſhe-afs, the others amuſed them- 
ſelves with the goat, the dog, the raven, and the 
pigeon. As for the large fiſh that frightened every 
body, he plunged himſelf into the Nile by order 
of the old woman. 
The ſerpent then attended the beautiful Ktoafi- 
dia into the grove, where they had the following 
econverlation. | 
Serpent. 


ce You cannot imagine, madam, how much I am 
flattered with the honour which yous highneſs 
deigns to coufer upon me.“ 


Princeſs. 


* Your great reputation, Sir, the beauty of 
your countenance, and the brilliancy of your eyes, 
| have readily determined me to ſeek for this con- 
veriation ; I. know by public report (if it is not 
falſe) that you were formerly a very rout lord in 


the empyrean heaven.“ 
s ) 


1 1 


« It is true, madam) Thad there a very diſtin- 
guiſhed place. It is pretended I am a diſgraced 
favourite. This is a report which at once went 
abroad in India . The Brachmans were the firſt 
8 8 who 


4s: The Brachmans were in fact the firſt, who . "os 


The Wulrz Burr. F 
who gave a hiſtory of my adventures. Andi doubt 


not but one day or other the poets of the north 


will make them the ſubject of an extravagant 


epick poem; for in truth it is all that can be made 


of them. Yet I am not ſo much fallen, but that 


I have left in this globe a very extenſive dominion, 


J might venture e to aſſert that the whole earth 


belongs to me.“ 


es 1 believe it ; for 45 tell me that your power ; 


of perſuaſion - are irreſiſtible, and to e is to 
reign.” 


Serpent. 


— ht madam, while I behold and liſten to 
you, that you have over me the ſame power which 


you aſeribe to me over ſo many others.” 


Princeſs. 


e are, and I believe it, an amd con- 
queror: it is ſaid that your conqueſts among the 
fair-ſex have been numerous, and that you began 
with our common mother, whoſe name 1 have 
forgot.” | 

Serpent. 


* They do me injuſtice. She San me with 
her confidence, and I gave her the beſt advice. 


I deſired that ſne and her huſband ſhould eat hear- 
tily of the fruit of the tree of knowledge. I ima- 


d in doing this that I ſhould pleaſe the Ruler 


of all things. It ſeemed to me, that a tree ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the human race was not planted to be 


OY uſeleſs. Would the ſupreme Being have 
LR; Xa, 
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volt in haven, and this fable long after ſerved as the ground- 
work for the Rory of the wars of the giants, and ſome other 


hiſtories. 
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| wiſhed to have been ſerved by fools and :diots ? Is 


ö thanks. W 


not the mind formed for the acquiſition of know. 
ledge and for improvement ? Is not the knowledge 
of good and evil neceſſary for doing the one and 
avoiding the other! 1 certainly merited their 


Princeſs, | 
© Yet, they teil me that you have ſuffered for 


@ & Probably it is ſince this period that ſo many 


miniſters have been puniſhed for giving good ad- 
vice, and ſo many real philoſophers and men of 
55 perſecuted for their writings that were uſe- | 

| to mankind,” 

Oath Serpent. 

ce It is my enemies who have told you theſe ſto- 
ries: they cry that I am out of favour at court. 
But a proof that my influence there has not declin- 
ed, is their own confeſſion that I entered into the 


council when it was in agitation to try the good 
man Job: and I was again called upon when the 


Teſolution was taken to deceive a certain petty 
king called Ahab#. I alone was charged with this 


honourable commiſſian,” iy 


"Princeſs, 


« Ah, Sir! I do not believe that you are form- 
ed to deceive. But er you are always in the mi- 


— — 4 


7 Firſt 5 5 57 Kings, chap. 5 xii. Ver. 20, 21, 22. And 
the Lord ſaid, Who ſhall perſuade Ahab king of Iſrael, that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead — And there came 
orth 2 ſpirit and ftood before the Lord, and ſaid, F will per- 
2 him: and the Lord ſaid uato him, How! ? and he ſaid, I 


will go forth and be a lying ſpirit in the mouths of all his pre- 


' phets. And he ſaid, Thou 1552 perſuade him, and DOR. al⸗ 


"To: go forth, any do fo.” 
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niſtry, may I beg a favour of you ! ? I hope ſo ami- 
able a lord will not deny me.” 


Serpent. 

125 Madam, your requeſts are laws; name your 
commands.” 

Princeſs. LE; 

I intreat you will tell me who this white bull 
is, for whom I feel ſuch extraordinary ſentiments, 
that they both affect and alarm me. I am told 
os you would deign to inform me.“ 


: Serpent. . 


— Madam, curioſity is neceſſary to human na- 
ture, and eſpecially to your amiable ſex, With- 
out it they would live in the moſt ſhameful i igno- 
rance. | have always ſatisfied, as far as lay in my 
power, the curioſity -of the ladies. I am accuſed 
indeed of uſing this complaiſance only to vex the 
Ruler of the world. I ſwear to you, that I could 
propoſe nothing more agreeable to myſelf than to 


obey you; but the old woman muſt have inform- 


ed you that the revealing of this ſecret will be at · 
tended with n 3 to you.“ 1 


EF. Ah! | it is that with makes me Rill more cu- 
rious.” 


8 e 
In this I diſcover the ſex to whom 1 have for- 
merly done ſervice.” | \ 
„ 7 


« If y you poſſeſs any feeling, if rational | beings 


ſhould mutually aſſiſt each other; if you have com- 
paſſion for an unfortunate creature, do not refuſe 
. 1 wy 5 | . 

Serpent. 
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Serpent. 
gs You aſſet me, I muſt fatisfy 4 but do not 
interrupt me. 
| Princeſs. 
*I promiſe you I will not,” 


=D 


Serpent. 


85 There was a young king, beautiful, charming, | 
in ern beloved. 5 | 


Pujiuafs,: / 

« A young king ! beautiful, charming, in love, 

beloved! and by whom? and who was N king? 

How old was he? what is become of him? where 
is his e ? what is his name?” 


Serpent... | 
6 See, I have ſcarce begun, and you have already 
interrupted me: take care; if you have not more 
command over yourſelf, you are undone.” 


Princeſs. 1 5 


Ah, n me, Sir; J will not repeat my indi 
cretion : go on, I beſeech you.“ 


Serpent. | 

This great king, the moſt valiant of men, vic- 
torious wherever he carried his arms, often dream- 
ed when aſleep, and forgot his dreams when a- 
wake; he wanted his magicians, to remember and 

| inform him what he had dreamed, otherwiſe he 
declared he would hang them, for that nothing 
Was more equitable, | It is now near ſeven years 
— ſince he dreamed a fine dream, which he entirely 
forgot when he awoke; and a young Jew, full 
of experience, — revealed it to him, this 1 
e 


— 
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R 2 „ eee can 


able king was immediately changed into an ox 
F 
Princeſs. | +, 6 | 
© Ah! it is my dear Nabu. . Shecould |} 
not finiſh, ſhe fainted away. Mambres, who liſtern 
ed at a diſtance, ſaw her fall, and believed * 10 5 


mt 


— 2 2 
4 ES —— nt 
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* — 


dead. „ WET 1 
Ci A . 
Hov they wanted to ſacrifice the Bull, and exorciſe 

a the Princeſs. | #; 
Mbdenrs runs to her weeping. The „ 

pent is affected; he, alas, cannot weep; but = 
he hifſes i in a mournful tone, he cries out © She rs 4 
dead.“ The als repeats, © She is dead: the raven 8 
tells it over again. All the other animals appear- = 
ed afflicted, except the fiſh of Jonas, which has Wi 
always been mercileſs. The lady of honour, the 4 
ladies of the court, arrive and tear their hair. The 1 
white bull, who fed at a diſtance, and heard their 9 
cries, runs to the grove, dragging the old woman 
after him, while his loud bellowings made the 1 
neighbouring echoes reſound. To no purpoſe did 1 
the ladies pour upon the expiring Amaſidia their 9 


bottles of roſe-water, of pink, of myrtle, of benſ. 1 


min, of balm of Gilead, of amomum, of gilly flow- -.. 
er, of nutmeg, of ambergreaſe. She had not as 2 
yet given the ſmalleſt figns of life.---But as foon ass < iſ 


the perceived that the beautiful white bull was be- 
fide her, ſhe came to herſelf, more blooming, more 
beautiful and lively than ever. A thouſand times 
did ſhe kiſs this charming animal, who languiſh- 
ingly leaned his head on her OTA boſom. _ 
ca led 
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called him My maſter, my king, my dear, my 
life.” She throws her fair arms around his neck, 
which was whiter than the ſnow; the light ſtraw 
does not adhere more cloſely to the amber, the vine 
to the elm, nor the ivy to the oak. The ſweet 
mur mur of her ſighs was heard, her eyes were ſeen 
now ſparkling with a tender flame, and now obſcu- 
_ by thoſe precious tears which love makes us 
ſhed. 
We may eaſily judge into what aſtoniſhment the 
lady of honour and ladies of her train were 
a thrown. As ſoon as they entered the palace, they 
| related to their lovers this extraordinary adventure, 
and every one with different circumſtances, which 
Increaſed its ſingularity, and which always contri- 
butes to the variety of all hiſtories, 
No ſooner was Amaſis, king of Tanis, informed 
of theſe events, than his royal breaſt was inflamed 
with juſt indignation. Such was the wrath of 
Minos, when he underſtood that his daughter Paſi- 
phae laviſhed her tender favours upon the father of 
the Minotaur. Thus raged Juno, when ſhe beheld 
Jupiter careſſing the beautiful cow lo, daughter of 
the river Inachus. Amaſis ſhut up the fair Ama- 
ſidia in her chamber, and placed upon her a guard 
of black eunuchs; then he aſſembled his privy 


= CCCCCCCCCSCCCCCO——_— 
Pd 


Tf. - .conncil. 
The grand magician preſided there, but had no 
4 longer the ſame influence as formerly. All the 


miniſters of ſtate concluded that this white bull 
was a ſorcerer. It was quite the contrary ; he 
was bewitched: but in delicate affairs they are 
always miſtaken at court. | 

It was carried by a great majority that the prin- 


ceſs ſhould be exorciſed, and the old woman and- 5 
che bull ſacrificed. Ta | 


| The | 
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The wiſe Mambres contradicted not the opinion 


of the king and council. The right of exorciſing 
belonged to him; he could delay it under ſome 
plauſible pretence. The god Apis Was lately dead 
at Memphis. A god ox dies juſt like another ox. 


And it was not allowed to exorciſe any perſon in 


Egypt till a New. OX was found to RO the de- 
ceaſed. 
It was decreed in the council: to wait e Bein 8 


nation which ſhould be made of a new og at 
5 Memphis. 


* 4 


The good old man, Mambres, ewe to what 


danger his dear princeſs was expoſed. | He knew 
who her lover was. The ſyllables NABU.. . which 


had eſcaped her, laid open the whole myſtery to 
the eyes of this fage. 


The dynaſty of Memphis balotiged at that time 


to the Babylonians ; they preſerved this remainder 


of the conqueſts they had gained under the great- 
eſt king of the world, to whom Amaſis was a mor- 


tal enemy. Mambres had occaſion for all his wiſ- 
dom to conduct himſelf properly in the midſt of ſo 


many difficulties. If the king Amaſis ſhould diſco- 
ver the lover of his daughter, her death was inevi- 


table, he had ſworn it. The great, the young, the 


beautiful king of whom ſhe was enamoured, had 
dethroned the king her father, and Amaſis had 


only recovered his kingdom about ſeven years. 


From that time it was not known what was be- 


come of the adorable monarch, the conqueror and 


idol of the nations, the tender and generous lover 


of the charming Amaſidia ; but facrificing the bull 
would infallibly occaſion the death of the beautiful 
Amaſidia. 
What could Mambres * in fuch cenie circum- 
Vol. 3.8 I » MS, ſtances 
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ſtances ? He went after the council broke up to 
find his dear foſter daughter; My dear child,” 
he ſays, I ü will ſerve you; but I repeat it, they 
will behead you if ever you pronounce the name 
of your lover.” 
Ah! what ſignifies my neck, 1 replied the — 
tiful Amaſidia, © if I cannot embrace that of Na- 
buco ... My father is a cruel man; he not only 
refuſes to give me a charming prince whom I a- 
dore, but he declared war againſt him; and when 
he was conquered by my lover, he has found the 
ſecret of changing him into an ox. Did one ever 
ſee more frightful malice? If my father was not 
my father, I do not know what I ſhould do to 
| him. 9, : 
„It was not your father who played him this 
cruel trick,” ſaid the wiſe Mambres ; it was a na- 
tive of Paleſtine, one of our ancient enemies, an in- 
Hhlabitant of a little country, comprehended in that 0 
crowd of kingdoms which your lover lubdued, i. in t 
order to polith and refine them. BW 
*© Such metamorphoſes muſt not ſorpriſe you; 3 11 
vou know that formerly Iperformed more extraordi: 
nary. Nothing was at that time more common than 79 
thoſe changes which at preſefit aſtoniſh. philoſo- ' 
phers. True hiſtory, which we have read together, 


informs us, that Lycaon, king of Arcadia, was +; 
changed into a wolf; the beautiful Caliſta, his 
daughter, into a bear; 3 154 the daughter of Inachus, — 
our venerable Iſis, into a cow; Daphnis into a [ 


- laurel ; Sirinx into a flute; the Hir Edith, wife of 15 

Lot, the beſt and moſt affectionate father that ever 

was in the world, is ſhe not become, in our neigh- 

bourhood, a pillar of falt very ſharp taſted, which 55 

has preſerved all the marks or her ſex 50 pale 
3 ca 12 
15 ; Sa | con 
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cal returns *, as the great men atteſt who have 
ſeen it: I was witneſs to this change in my youth. 
i ſaw ſeven powerful cities in the moſt dry and 
parched ſituation: in the world, all at once tranſ- 
formed into a beautiful lake. In the early part 
of my life the whole world was full of metamor- 
phoſes. 

6 In fine, madam, if eximples can can x ſooth your 
„grief, remember that Venus changed Ceraſtes into 
an ox.” 1 do not know,” ſaid the princeſs, 
cc that examples comfort us: If my lover was 
dead, could I comfort myſelf by the idea that all 
men die * « Your pain may at leaſt be alleviated,” 
. replied the ſage; “ and fince your lover has be- 
come an ox, it is poſſible from an ox he may be- 
come a man. As for me, I deſerve to be changed 
into a tyger or a crocodile, it I did not employ the 
little power I have in the ſervice of a princeſs 
worthy of the adoration of the world, for the beau- 
tiful Amaſidia whom I have nurſed upon my 
N and whom fatal deſtiny expoſes to fuch rude 
trials, Mo 0 | 


* H A P. Ve: 
How the wiſe Mambres conducted bimſelf itch. 


"HE divine Mambtes having ſaid every thing 

he could to comfort the princeſs, but without 
having comforted her) ran to the old woman 
| "TEL E e Fins 
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* Fee is. th poem of Radon, 5 . 
rens alio ſub corpore ſexus, mani ficos, ſolito diſpungere ſangui- 
ne menſes.“ St. Ireneus, book Ath, per naturalia * ſunt 
confaerudine ſeminz oftendens,” 
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« My companion,” ſaid he to her,“ ours is 2 


charming profeſſion, but it is very dangerous. You 
run the riſk of being hanged, and your ox of 


being burnt, drowned, or devoured. I don't know 
what they will do with your other animals; for 


prophet as I am, I know very little; but do you 


carefully conceal the ſerpent and the fin. Let 


not the one ſhew his head above water, nor the 


other go out of his hole. I will place the ox in 


4 


one of my ſtables in the country; you ſhall be 


there with him, ſince you ſay that it is not allowed 


you to abandon him. The good ſcape-goat may 
upon the occaſion ſerve. as an expiation; we will 


| ſend him into the deſart loaded with the fins of all 


the reſt ; he is accuſtomed to this ceremony, which 
does him no harm; and every one knows that all is 


- explated by means of a he-goat who walks about 
for his amuſement. I only beg of you to lend me 


immediately Tobit's dog, who is a very ſwift grey- 
bound; Balaam's aſs, who runs better than a dro- 


9 medary ; ; the raven and the pigeon of the ark, who 


fly with amazing ſwiftneſs. I want to ſend 3 on 


an embaſſy to Memphis, in an affair of great con- 


| ſequence.” + 


The old woman replied to the magician, © You 


may diſpoſe as you pleaſe of Tobit's dog, of Bala- 
um's als, of the raven and the pigeon of the ark, and 
of the ſcape- goat; but my ox cannot enter into a 


ſable. It is ſaid, Daniel, chap. v. That he muſt be 


always made faſt to an iron chain, be always wet 
with the dew of heaven, and eat the graſs of the 
field, and his portion be with the wild beaſts. 


He is truſted to me, and I muſt-obey. What 


. would Daniel, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah, think of ine, 


if I truſted my ox to any other than to myſelf? I 


| ſee you * the ſecret of this extraordinary ani- 


bk: * 8 mal, 


2 
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mal, but I have not to reproach myſelf with having 
revealed it to you. Iam going to conduct him far 
from this polluted land, towards the lake Sirbon, 
where he will be ſheltered from the cruelties of the 
king of Tanis. My fiſh and my ſerpent will 


defend me ; I fear nobody when I ſerve my maſ- 
tes.” 


My good woman,” anſwered the wiſe Mam- 
bres, let the will of God be done! provided I can 


find your white bull again, the lake Sirbon, rhe 
lake Maris, or the lake of Sodom, are to me perfe&- 
ly indifferent. I want to do nothing but good to 
him and to you. But why have you ſpoken to me 
of Daniel, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah ?? „Ah! Sir,” 
anſwered the old woman, * you know as well as I 


what concern they have in this important affair. 


But I have no time to loſe. I don't deſire to be 
| hanged ; I want not that my bull ſhould be burn- 


ed, drowned, or devoured ; I go to the lake Sir- 
bon by Canepus, with my ſerpent and my fiſh. 


Adieu. 

The bull followed her penſively, after having teſ. 
tified his gratitude to the beneficent Mambres. 
The wiſe Mambres was greatly troubled ; be ſaw 


that Amaſis king of Tanis, diſtracted by the fooliſn 


paſſion of his daughter for this animal, and believ- 
ing her bewitched, would purſue every where the 


_ unfortunate bull; "who would infallibly be burnt. 

as a ſorcerer in the public place of Tanis, or given 

to the fiſh of Joyas, or be roaſted and ſerved up to 
table. Mambres wanted at all events to fave the 


princels from this cruel diſaſter. 


He wrote a letter to the high prieſt of Memphis, | 
his friend, in ſacred characters, upon the paper of E- 
gypt, "which was not yet in uſe. Here are the iden- 


| tical words of his Father > 13 5 
Fe > 5. . 11 9 85 Light 
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« Light of the world, lieutenant of Iſis, Oftris, 
and Horus, chief of the circumciſed, you whoſe al- 
tar is juſtly raiſed above all thrones! I am inform- 
ed that your god the ox Apis is dead. I have 
one at your ſeryice. Come quickly with your 
prieſts to acknowledge, to worihip him, and to con- 
duct him into the ſtable of your temple. May Iſis, 
Ofiris, and Horus, keep you in their holy and 


95 worthy protection, and likewiſe you the prieſts of 


1 ns in their holy care. 
„ afteQionate riod, 
 -, "Mambres.” | 
lle made four copies of this letter for fear of ac- 
cidents, and encloſed them in caſes of the hardeſt 
ebony. Then calling to him his four couriers, 
whom he had deſtined for this employment, (theſe 
were the aſs, the dog, the raven, and the pigeon,) 
he ſaid to the afs, © I know with what fidelity 
you ſerved Balaam my brother, ſerve me with the 
ſame. There is not an unicorn who equals you 
in ſwiftneſs. Go, my dear iriend, and deliver this 
letter to the perſon himſelf to whom it is directed, 
and return.“ | 
The aſs anſwered, <* Six; as 1 ted Balaam, I 
Will ſerve you; I will go, and I will return.” The 
 fage put the box of ebony into her mouth, and ſhe 
departed, ſwift as lightning. 1 
Then he called Tobit's dog. Faithful * 
ſaid Mambres, © more ſpeedy in thy courſe than the 
nimble-iooted Achilles, I know what you perform- 1 
ed for Tobit ſon of Tobit, when you and the angel 
Raphael accompanied him from Nineveh to Ragu- 
fa in Media, and from Raguſa to Nineveh, and that 
he brought back to his father ten“ talents, which 
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* About 20 thouſand crowns of France, preſent NG 
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the ſlave Tobit the father had lent to the ſlave Ga- 
bellus ; for the ſlaves at that time were very rich. 
Carry this letter as it is directed, which is much 
more valuable than ten talents of filver.” 'The d 
then replied, © Sir, if I formerly followed the 


meſſenger Raphael, I can with equal eaſe execute 
Lage commiſſion.“ . put the letter i 1 


is mouth. 

He next ſpoke in the ſame manner to the 
geon, who replied, * Sir, if I brought bake a 
bough into the ark, I will ikewiſe bring you back 

an anſwer.” She took the letter in her bill, and 

the three meſſengers were out of fight in a mo- 
ment. ; 

..::*FThen Mainbres addreſſed the raven: I know 

that you fed the great prophet Elias * when he was 

; concealed near the torrent of Carith, ſo much ce- 

lebrated in the world. You brought him every 

day good bread and fat pullets ; I only aſk of 7 
to carry this letter to Memphis“... 

© The raven anſwered in theſe words: It; is true, 
Sir, that I carried every day a dinner to the great pro- 

phet Elias the Thiſbite; I ſaw him mount in a cha- 

riot of fire drawn by fiery, horſes ; altho? this is not 
the uſual method of travelling; b 1 always took 
care to eat half the dinner myſelf. I am very well 
pleaſed to carry your letter, provided you make me 

certain of two good meals every day, and that I 

am paid money in advance for my commiſhon.”” 

-* Mambres, angry, replied, © Gluttonous and ma- 
licious creature, 1 am not aſtoniſhed that Apollo 

has made you black as a mole, from being white 


as a ſwan, as you was formerly, before you betray- - ; 


ed in the ack of T the beautiful Coronis, 
e the 


IIIa. took of Kings „ 
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the unforturiate mother of Eſculapius. Tell m e, 
did you eat ribs of beef and pullets every day when 


you was ten whole months in the ark ??—< Sir,“ 
laid the raven, * we had there very good cheer ; : 


they ſerved up roaſt meat twice a-day to all the 


fowls of my ſpecies who live upon nothing but 
fleſh, ſuch as the vultures, kites, eagles, buzzards, 
fparrow-hawks, owls, tarſels, *alcons, great owls, 
and an innumerable crowd of birds of prey. They 
furniſhed with the moſt plentiful profuſion the 
tables of the lions, leopards, tigers, -panthers, hy- 
nas, wolves, bears, foxes, polecats, and all ſorts of. 
carnivorous quadrupeds. There were in the ark 
eight perſons of diſtinction, (and the only ones who 
were then inthe world,)continually employed in the - 
care of our table and our wardrobe ; Noah and his 
wife, who were about fix hundred years old, their 
three ſons, and their three wives. It was charmin 

do ſee with What care, what dexterity, what cleanli- 
naeſs, our eight domeſtics ſerved four thouſand of 
the moſt ravenous gueſts, without reckoning the 


amazing trouble which about ten or twelve thou- 


ſand other animals required, from the elephant and 
the gyraſſe to the filk-worm and fly. What aſto- 
niſhes me is, that our purveyor Noah is unknown 
to all the nations of whom he is the ſtem, but I 


don't much mind it. I had already been preſent 


at a ſimilar * entertainment with Xeſuſtres king of 
Thrace; ſuch things as theſe- happen from time 
td time for the eon of the ravens. In a 


_- word, 


y_ 


ng 


93 


* "MB a Chaldean 8 — an affair that the "Bi | 


adventure happened to Xeſuſtres king of Thrace : it was ſtill 


> 


more wonderful, for his ark was about 5 ſtadii long, and 2 


broad. There is a great diſpute amongſt the learned, ane 
king Teſuſtres or Noah 428 * ancient. 
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von, E want to have good cheer, and to he paid 
in ready money. 

The wiſe Mambres tool care not to give bbs let- 
ter to ſuch a diſcontented and babbling animal; 
and they ſeparated very much diſſatisfied with each 
other, 

But it is eceſſary to know what bens of the 


8 Ebite bull, and not to loſe the traces of the old 


woman and the ſerpent. Mambres ordered- Bis 
intelligent and faithful domeſtics to follow them; 
and as for himſelf; he advanced in a. litter by the 
fide of the Nile, always making refleQions: . | 
«& How is it poſſible,” ſaid he to himſelf, that a 
ſerpent ſhould be maſter of almoſt all the world, as 
he boaſts, and as ſo many learned men end 
ledge, and that he nevertheleſs obeys an old woman? 
How 1s it, that he is ſometimes called to the cohn- 


cil of the Moſt igh while he creeps upon earth? 


In what manner can he enter by his power. alone 
into the bodies of men, and that ſo many men pre- 
tend to diſlodge him by means of words? In ſhort, _ 
why does he paſs with aſmall neighbouring people 
for having ruined the human race? and how is it 
that the human race are entirely ignorant of this? 
Jam old, I have ſtudied all my life, but I ſee a 
crowd of ſnconkftencies which I cannot reconcile ; 
I cannot account for what has happened to myſelf, 
neither for the great things which 1 long ago per- 
formed, nor thoſe of which I have been witnels. 
Every thing well conſidered, I begin to think that 
this LD ſubſiſts by contradictions, rerum concordia 
diſcors, as my maſter Zoroaſter e ſaid i in his 
language.“ 
While he was „ in this ti metaphy⸗ 
fical * ſuch are all metaphyſics, a boat- 
Vol, I. ä . man 
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man ſinging a jovial ſong, made faſt a [mall hoat 
by the ſide of the river, and three grave perſonages, 
half clothed in dirty tattered garments, landed 
from it, but preſerved, under the garb of poverty, . 
the moſt majeſtic and auguſt air. Theſe were 
Daniel, E zekiel, and 5 mand | 


1 
— — 


Fo ——_— 
— * 


* ä 


CHAP. VI. 


How Mambres met three Prophets, and gave theni | 
a we” Dinner. , 


Mrs ini great men who had the prophetic 
light in their countenance, knew the wiſe 
Mambres to be one of their brethren, by ſome 
marks of the ſame light which he had ſtill remain- 
ing, and proſtrated themſelves before his litter. 
Mambres likewiſe knew them to be prophets, more 
by their dreſs, than by thoſe gleams of fire which 
proceeded from their auguſt heads; he conjectur- 
ed that they came to learn news of the white bull; 


and conducting himſelf with his ufual propriety, he 


alighted from his carriage, and advanced a few ſteps 
towards them, with a politeneſs mixed with digni- 
ty. He raiſed them up, cauſed tents to be erected, 
and prepared a dinner, of which he Judged that the 
Prophets had very great need. | 
le invited the old woman to it, who was only 
about five hundred paces from them, who accept- 
ed the invitation, and arrived, leading her white 
bull. 
AI Two ſoups were ſerved up, one de Biſque, and the 
- other @ la Reine. The firſt courſe conſiſted of a 
carp's tongue pye, livers of eel- -pouts, and pikes ; 
towls dreſſed wo Om 7 with 


© 


EO | 
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and olives; two young turkeys with gravy of cray 
fiſh, muſhrooms, and morels; and a chipotata. 


The ſecond courſe was compoſed. of pheaſants, 


partridges, quails, and ortolans, with four fallads ; 
the epargne was in the higheſt taſte; nothing could 
be more delicious than the fide diſhes; nothing more 


brilliant and more ingenious than the deſert. But 
the wiſe Mambres took great care to have no boil- 
ed beef, nor ſhort ribs, nor tongue, nor palate of 


an ox, Nor cows udder, leſt the unfortunate mo- 
narch near at hand {ſhould think that they inſulted 5 


him. 
This great and e Prince was feeding 


near the tent; and never did he feel in a more cru- 


el manner the fatal revolution which had depri ved 
him of his throne for ſeven long years. & Alas!” 


| aid he to himſelf, © this Daniel who has changed 
me into a bull, and this ſor cereſs my keeper, make 


the beſt cheer in the world; while I, the ſovereign 
of Aſia, am reduced to the neceſſity of eating graſs, 


and drinking water.” 


When they had drank heartily of the wine of 
Engaddi, of Tadmor, and of Schiras, the prophets 


and witch converſed with more frankneſs than at 
the firſt courſe. -< I muſt acknowledge,” ſaid Da- 
niel, © that I did not live ſowell in the lion's den.“ 
What, Sir,” ſaid Mambres, did they put you 
into a den of lions? how came you not to be de- 
yvoured'?”? - | 
« Sir,” ſaid Daniel, you know that lions ne; 


ver eat prophets.” “ As for me,“ ſaid Jeremiah, 


L have paſſed my whole life ſtarving of hunger. 
This is the only day I have ever ate a good meal; 
and were I to ſpend my lite over again, and had it 
in m power: to 0010 my condition, I muſt o. - 


& Ex ; . 


* 
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I would much rather be comptroller· general or 
biſhop of Babylon, than prophet at Jeruſalem.” ? 
Ezekiel cried (chap. iv.) I was once ordered 
to ſleep three hundred four ſcore and ten days 
upon my left ſide, and to eat all that time bread of 
barley, millet, vetches, beans, and wheat, covered 
in the moſt delicious manner. All that I was able 
to obtain was to cover it with cows dung. I muſt 
own that the cookery of Seigneur Mambres is much 
more delicate; however the prophetic trade has 
Its advantages, and the proof is, that - there are 
thouſands who follow it.“ | | 
After they-had ſpoken thus freely, Mambres en- 
tered upon busen ; he aſked the three pilgrims 
the reaſon of their journey into the dominions of 
- the king of Tanis. Daniel replied, “ That the 
king dom of Babylon had been all in a flame ſince 
N ede e had diſappeared; that according 
to the cuſtom of the court, they had perſecuted all 
_ theÞprophets, who paſſed their lives in ſometimes 
. ſeeing kings humbled at their feet, and ſometimes- 
receiving a hundred laſhes from them; that at 
length they had been obliged to take refuge i in E- 
gypt for fear of being ſtarved. —Ezekiel and Jere- 
miah likewiſe ſpoke a long time in ſo very fine 
terms that it was almoſt impoſſible to underſtand 
them. As for the witch, ſhe had always a ſtrict 
eye over her charge ; the fiſh of Jonas continued 
in the Nile oppoſite to the tent, and the ſerpent 
ſported upon the graſs. After drinking coffee, they 
took a walk by the ſide of the Nile; and the white 
bull, perceiving the three prophets, his enemies, 
bellowed moſt dreadfully, ran furiouſly at them, 
gored them with his horns; and as prophets never 
have any thing but ſkin upon their bones, he would 
ecrtainly haye run them through; but the Ruler 


NF. 
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of the world who ſees all and remedies all, chan- 


ge them immediately into magpies; and they. con- 


tinued to chatter as before. Ihe fame thing hap- 
pened ſince to the Pierides; ſo much has fable als 
Ways imitated hiſtory. oc. 
- -- This incident promoted new reist in the 
| mind of the wife Mambres. Here,” ſaid he, . 
c are three great prophets changed into magpies; 
this ought to teach us never to ſpeak too much, and 
always to obſerve a ſuitable diſcretion:“ he con- 
cluded that wiſdom was better than eloquence, and 
thought profoundly as uſual, when a great and ter- 
rible ſpectacle preſented. irſelf to his eyes. 


989 


CHAP. VII. 


wo King Amaſis wanted to give the White Bull 
to be devoured by the F iſh of Jonas, and did 
not do it. 


* 


* 


LOUDS of auf floated — But to dart; 
the noiſe of drums, fifes, pſalteries, harps, 
and ſackbuts was heard, ſeveral ſquadrons and 
battalions advanced, and Amaſis king of Tanis 
was at their head upon an Arabian horſe, capari- 
ſoned with ſcarlet trappings embroidered with gold, 
while the heralds proclaimed that they ſhould ſeize 
the white bull; bind him, and throw him into the 
Nile, to be devoured by the fiſh of Jonas; © for 
the king our lord, who is juſt, wants to revenge 
himſelf upon the white bull, who. has bewitched ; 
his daughter.” | 
The good old man Mambres ww more reli 
tions than ever. He TW very — that the ma- 
15 licious 


— 
. 


* * 
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| licious raven \ had told all to PR "Me and that the 
| princeſ $ ran a great riſk of being beheaded. My 


dear friend,” faid he to the ſerpent, . go quickly 
and comfort the fair Amaſidia, my, foſter daugh- 
ter; bid her fear nothing whatever may happen, 
and tell her ſtories to alleviate her inquietude; for 
ſtories always amuſe the ladics, and it is only by 
them that one can ſucceed in the world.” 
Mambres next proſtrated himſelf before Amalic 


| King of Tanis, and thus addreſſed him; O king, 


live for ever, the white bull mould certainly be ſa- 
crificed, for your majeſty is always in the right; 


but the Rule of the world has ſaid, this bull aſt 


not be ſwallowed up by the fiſh of Jonas till Mem- 
phis ſhall Have found a god to ſupply the place of 
him who is dead; then thou ſhalt be revenged, and 
thy daughter exorciſed, for ſhe is poſſeſſed. Your 
Piety is too great not to obey the commands of the 


Ruler of the univerſe.“ 


Amaſis king of Tanis remained ſome time pen- 


| five. © The god Apis,” faid he at laſt, © is dead 


God reſt his ſoul! when do you think another ox 
will be found to reign over the fruitful Egypt?“ 
Sire, replied Mambres, I aſk but eight 


| days.” I grant them to you, replied the king, 
who was very religious, “ and I will remain here the 


eight days; after which I will ſacrifice the ſeducer 
of my daughter.” Amaſis immediately ordered 


his tents, his cooks, his muſicians, and remained 


here eight days, as it is related in Manethon. 

The old woman was in deſpair that the bull ſhe 
had in charge had but eight-days to live. She raiſ- 
ed phantoms every night, in order to diſſuade the 


; king from his cruel reſolution ; but Amaſis for- 


got in ag morning the phantoms he had ſeen in 
| 9 98 the 
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the night; ſimilar to Nebuchadnezar, "__ had £ 
always forgot his dreams. | 


— — 


CHAP. U. 


How the Serpent told Stories to the Princeſs . 
comfort her. | 


EAN while the ſerpent told ſtories to 8 fair 
Amaſidia to ſooth her. Be related to her 
how he had formerly cured a whole nation of the 
bite of certain little ſerpents, only by ſhewing him- 
ſelf at the end of a ſtaff. He informed her of the 
conquelts of a hero who made a charming con- 
traſt with Amphicn, architect of Thebes in Bœo- 
tia. - Amphion aſſembled hewn ſtones by the found _ 
of his violin; to build a city he had only to play a 
rigodoon and a minuet; but the other hero de- 
ſtroyed them by the ſound of rams horns ; he cauſ- 
ed to hang thirty-one powerful kings in a count 
of four leagues in length and four in breadth; he 
made ſtones rain down from heaven upon a bat- . 
talion of routed Amorites; and having thus ex- 
terminated them, he ſtopped the ſun and moon at 
ndon day between Gibeon and Aſkalon, in the road 
to Bethoron, to exterminate them ſtill more, after 
the example of Bacchus, who had ſtopt the ſun and 
the moon in his journey to the Indies. | 
The prudence which every ſerpent ought to have, 
did not allow him to tell the fair Amaſidia of the 
powerful Jepthah, ſon of „who beheaded his 
daughter, becauſe he had gained a battle. This 
would have ſtruck too much terror into the mind 
of the fair princeſs; but he related to her the ad- 
ventures of the great pO, who killed a Rn 
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land Philiſtines with the jaw-bone of an aſs, who 


tied together three hundred foxes by the tail, and 
who fell into the ſnares of a lady, leſs beautiful, 


nay E maſidia. 
„ AH He related to Jas * 0 loves of Se- 
ehem and the lovely Dinah, who was ſix years old; 


1 thoſe of Judah with his daughter-in-law Thamar; 
= - thoſe even of Lott, with his two daughters, who 
1 did not chuſe that the human race ſhould be ex- 


ſervant maids; thoſe of Ruben with his mother ; 
| thoſe of David and Bathſheba ; thoſe of the great 
Ing Solomon; in ſhort, every thing which could 
1 ane the grief of a fait pang N 


a 4 p 9 » $4 N © » ” 
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1 pos How the EE ro S's not comfort the Princeſs. 
1 LL theſe ſtories tire me,” faid Ainatais; 


* g for the had underſtanding and taſte; 
1 J : 7 ed upon amongſt the Iriſh by that madman Ab- 


d' Houteville. Stories which might have amuſed 
the great, great, great grandmother of the great, 
great, great grandmother of my grandmother, 
appear infipid to me who have been educated by 
| + *  the-wiſe Mambres, and who have read human un- 
ll  derftanding by the Egyptian philoſopher named 
=: - Locke, and the * 7 Epheſus ; I chuſe that 


9 * ; 
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leſs tender, and lefs faithful than the charming A. 


and the more fortunate amours of Ruth and Boaz; 


Anguiſhed; thoſe of Abraham and Jacob with their 


44 they are good for nothing but to be comment- 


badie, or amongſt the Welſh * by that prattler 


5 a ſtory | 


thing in 


the v 
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5 ſtory ſhould be founded on probability, and not 
always reſembling a dream; I deſire to find no- 


it trivial or extravagant; and I want, a⸗ 
bove all, that under the appearance of fable there 
may appear ſome latent truth, obvious to the diſ- 
Fas eye; though it eſcape the obſervation of 


ulgar. 


J am weary o 


f a ſun and of 4 moon, which 


an old beldame diſpoſes at her pleaſure, of moun- 
tains which dance, of rivers which return to their 


| Tources, and of dead men who rife again; but! 


am above meaſure diſguſted when ſuch infipid ſto- 
ries are written in a bombaſt and unintelligible 
manner. A lady who expects to ſee her lover iwal- 


lowed up by a great fiſh, and who is apprehenſive 


of being beheaded by her own father, has need 
of amuſement ; 


_ taſte.” 


but fait my amuſement | to my | 


% You impoſe a very difficult taſk upon me,” 
replied the ſerpent. © I could have formerly made 


you paſs a few hours agreeably enough, but for 


ſome time paſt I have loſt both my imagination 
and memory. Alas! what is become of that time 


wh 


. 


_ *© Five and twenty channel 


I amuſed the ladies ? Let me try, however, 


can recollect one moral BE tor your enter- 
tainment. 


years ago king 


Gnaof and queen Patra reigned in Th ꝛebes with 
its hundred gates. King Gnaof was very hand- 
ſome, and queen Patra ftill aiore beautiful; but 
his attempts to have children were unkicceſsful. 
The king Gnaof propoſed a reward for the perſon 


who ould diſcover the beſt method of p 
ting the royal race. 


The faculty of medicine, and che academy of 


ſurgery, wrote excellent treatiſes upon this queſtions 
Vor. I. 
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Not one of therh ſucceeded, The queen was ſent 


to drink mineral waters ; ſhe faſted and prayed; 
ſhe made magnificent-preſents to the temple of Ju- 
piter Ammon, from whence comes the ſal armo- 


niac; but all was to no purpoſe. At length a 
- young prieſt of five and twenty preſented himſelf 


to the king: © Sire, ſaid he, I imagine that I 
am in poſſeſſion of the charm which will produce 


the effect your majeſty ſo earneſtly deſires. I muſt 
whiſper ſomething in private to madam, your 
ſpouſe, and if ſhe does not become fruitful, I con- 
Tent to be hanged.” 1 accept the propoſal, i 
ſaid king Gnaof. They left the queen and the 


prieſt but a quarter of an hour together ; the 
queen became pregnant, and the king wanted to 
hang the prieſt.” _ 

* My God!” faid the princeſs, ** but I ſee 


where this leads: this ſtory is too common, and I 


"muſt: likewiſe tell you that it offends my modeſty. 


Relate ſome very true and moral ſtory, which I 
have never yet heard, to complete the improve- 
ment of my underſtanding and my heart, as the 
Egyptian profeſſor Lenro ſays.” 
„ Here then, madam,” ſaid the beautiful ſer- 
pent, © is one moſt inconteſtibly authentic. 

+ There were three prqphets all equally ambi- 
tious and diſcontented with their condition: 


they had in common the folly to wiſh to be kings: 
for there is only one ſtep from the rank of a pro- 
| phet to that of a monarch, and man always a- 


ſpires to the higheſt ſtep in the ladder of fortune. 
In other reſpects, their inclinations and their plea- 


| ſures were totally different. The. firſt preached 
_ admirably to his aſſembled brethren, who applaud- 


4 bim e clapping mer hands; ; the ſecond was 
«it | „* TED diſtract- 
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diſtractedly fond of muſic; and the third was a 


aflionate lover of the fair fex. | 
„The angel Ithuriel preſented himſelf one a 


to them when they were at table diſcourſing on the 
ſweets of royalty. © The Ruler of the world, ſaid 


the angel to them, ſends me to you to reward your 
virtue; not only ſhall you be kings, but you hall 
conſtantly ſatisfy your ruling paſſions. You, firſt 
prophet, I make king of Egypt, and you ſhall 
continually prefide in your council, who fhall ap- 
plaud your eloquence and your wiſdom ; and you, 
ſecond prophet, I make king over Perſia, and you 

ſhall continually hear moſt heavenly muſic ; and 


you, third prophet, I make king of India, and I 


give you a charming miſtreſs who ſhall never _—_ | 
ſake you. 


He, to whole lot Egypt fell, began his reign 


8 aſſembling his council,” which was compoſed 


only of two hundred ſages. He made them a 
long and eloquent ſpeech, which was very much 
applauded, and the monarch enjoyed the pleaſing 
ſatisfaction of intoxicating himſelf with praiſes un- 


corrupted by flattery. 


The council for foreign alfzirs ene to 


the privy council; this was much more numerous. 


And a new ſpeech received ſtill greater encomiums; 
and it was the ſame in the other councils. There 


was not à moment of intermiſſion in the pleaſures | 


and glory of the prophet king of Egypt. The Ef 
fame of his eloquence filled the world. 
The prophet king of Perſia began his reign by 
an Italian opera, whoſe choruſes were ſung by fif- 
teen hundred eunuchs; their voices penetrated 


his ſoul even to the very marrow of the bones, 


where it reſides. To this opera ſucceeded another, 
and to the ſecond a third without interruption. - 
Aa 2 | . The 
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The king of India ſhut himſelf up with hls 
miſtreſs, and enjoyed perfect pleaſure with her. 
He conſidered the neceſſity of always careſſing her 
as the higheſt felicity, and pitied the wretched ſi- 
tuation of his two brethren, of whom one was 
obliged always to convene his council, and the 
other to be continually at an opera, 

It happened at the end of a few days, that 
each of theſe kings beheld from his window wood- 
cutters who came from an ale-houſe, and were go- 
ing to work in a neighbouring forelt ; they walk- 
ed arm in arm with their ſweet-hearts, with whom 
they were happy, and changed them at pleaſure.—- 
The kings begged of the angel Ithuriel that he 
would intercede with the Ruler of the world, and 

make them wood - cutters.“ 

« I do not know whether the Ruler of the 
world granted their requeſt,” interrupted the ten- 
oy Amaſidia, and I do not care much about 
it; but I know very well that I ſhould aſk for no- 
| — of any one, were I in private with my lover, 

with my dear NABUcopNOSER.ꝰ 
Ihe vaults of the palace reſounded this mighty - 


name; at firſt Amaſidia had only pronounced Na- 


afterwards Nabu then Nabuco—at length paſſion | 
hurried her on, and ſhe pronounced-entire the fa- 
tal name, notwithſtanding the oath ſhe had ſworn to 
the king her father. All the ladies of the court 
repeated NABUCODNOSER, and the malicious raven 
did not fail to carry the tidings to the king. . The 
' countenance of Amaſis, king of Tanis, funk, becauſe 
his heart was troubled. And thus it was that the 
ſerpent, the wiſeſt, and moſt ſubtile of animals, 
always beguiled the TEL thinking to do them 
fervice. 
Amahs, in a fury, ſent twelve alguazils for his 
| da zugh- 
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lenken ; theſe men are always ready to exe- 


cute, barbarous orders, becauſe 0 are paid 
or- it. 


* 


H X. 


How- * wanted to behead the Princeſs and did 
e behead her. 


No ſooner had the princeſs 8 the camp 

of the king, than he ſaid to her; My 
daughter, you know that all princeſſes who diſobey 

their fathers are put to death; without which it 
would be impoſſible that a kingdom could be well 
governed. 1 charged you never to mention the 
name of your lover Nabucodnoſer, my mortal 
enemy, who dethroned me about ſeven years ago, 

and diſappeared. In his place you have choſen a 
white bull, and you have cried NABUCODNOSER. 

It is juſt that I behead you.” 

Ihe princeſs replied, © My kalter thy will 

be done! but grant me ſome time to bewail m 

virginity.” © That is reaſonable,” ſaid king Amaſis; 

« and it is a rule eſtabliſhed amongſt the moſt judi- 
cious princes. I give you a whole day to bewail 
your virginity, ſince you ſay that you have it. Lo- 
morrow, which is the eighth day of my encamp- 
ment, I will cauſe the white bull to be ſwallowed 
up by the ſiſh, and I will behead you n at 
nine o' clock in the morning.” 

The beautiful Amaſidia then went forth to be- 
wail all that remained to her of her virginity by the 
ſide of the Nile, accompanied with the ladies of her 
Nan. | 

; The 
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The wiſe Mambres pondered beſide her, ana 
reckoned the hours and the moments. Well! 
my dear. Mambres,” ſaid ſhe to him, “ you. have 
changed the waters of the Nile into blood, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, and cannot you change the heart. 
of Amaſis, king of Tanis, my father? Will you ſuf- 
fer him to behead me to-morrow at nine o'clock 
in the morning?“ “ That depends,” replied 
the reflecting Mambres, c upon the ſpeed and dili- 

gence of my couriers.“ 
The next day, as ſoon as the ſhadows of che 
obeliſks and pyramids marked upon the ground the 
ninth hour of the day, the white bull was bound to 
be thrown to the fiſh of Jonas; and they brought. 
to the king his large ſabre. & Alas! alas!” faid 
Nabucodnoſer to himſelf, © I a king have been an 
ox for near ſeven years; and ſcarcely have I found 
the miſtreſs I had loſt when I am condemned ta 
be devoured by a fiſh.” 

Never had the wiſe Mambres made ſuch pro- 
found reflections; and he was quite abſorbed in 
his melancholy thoughts when he ſaw at a diſtance 
all he expected. An innumerable crowd drew 

nigh. Three figures of Iſis, Offris, and Horus, join. 
eld together, advanced, drawn in a carriage of gold 
and precious ſtones by a hundred ſenators of 
Memphis, preceded by a hundred girls playing 
upon the ſacred ſiſtrums. Four thouſand prieſts, 
with their heads ſhaved, were each mounted 9 85 
a hippopotamus. | I 

At further diſtance appeared with the ſame 
pomp the ſheep of 'Tpebes, the dog of Babaſtes, the 
cat of Phzbe, the crocodile of Arſinoe, the goat of 
Mendez, and all the inferior gods of Egypt, who 
eame to pay Homage to 1 great ox, to the mighty 

Apis, 


| 


— — — 
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Ad as powerful as Iſis, Ofiris, and Horus, united 
together. 
In the midſt of the demigods, forty prieſts car- 
ried an enormous baſket filled with ſacred oni- 
ons: theſe were, it is true, gods, but bey, reſem- 
bled onions very much. 
On both ſides of this file of gods, followed by an 
innumerable crowd of people, marched forty thou- 
ſand warriors, with helmets on their heads, ſcyme - 
tars upon their left thighs, quivers at their ſhouk 
ders, and bows in their hands. 4 
All the prieſts ſinging in chorus, with a harmony 
which raviſhed the ſoul, and which mei it, 


cc Alas! a las! our ox is dead- 
„We'll 3 2 finer in his ſtead.“ ED 


And at every pauſe was heard the ſound of the 
fiſtrums, of cymbals, of tabors, of plalteries, of bag- 
pipes, harps, and ſackbuts. 

Amaſis, king of Tanis, aſtoniſhed at this ſpec- 
| tacle beheaded not his daughter; he theathed _ 

ſcymetar. | 


- <ididd id we'd 
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CHAP: XL 
How the Princeſs BTR. her Ox. 


BEAT king,” ſaid wala to him, . hd 
order of things is Changed, your majeſty 
muſt ſet the example. O king! quickly unbind 
the white bull, and be the firſt to adore him.” _ 
Amaſis obeyed, and proſtrated himſelf with all 
his people. The high prieſt of Memphis preſented 
to the new god Apis the firſt handful of ha; the 


Ah princeſs Amaſidia tied to his beautiful horns fe- 
| ſtoons 


, 
. 
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ſtoons of roſes, anemonies, ranunculuſes, tulips, 
pinks, and hyacinths. She took the liberty to kiſs 
him, but with a profound reſpect. The prieſts 


ſtrewed palms and flowers on the road, by which 


they were to conduct him to Memphis. And the 


_ wife Mambres,. making reflections, whiſpered to 
his friend the ſerpent: Daniel changed this mo- 


narch into an ox, 2nd I have changed this ox into 
a god. ” - ; 
They returned to Memphis in den 
and the king of. Tanis, in ſome confuſion, followed 
the band. Mambres, with a ſerene and compoſed 
air, walked by his fide. The cld woman came af. 
ter, much amazed; fhe was accompanied by the 
ſerpent, the dog, the ſhe-aſs, the raven, the pigeon, 
and the ſcape-goat. The great fiſh mounted up 
the Nile ; Daniel, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah, changed 
into magpies, brought up the rear. When they 


had reached the frontiers of the kingdom, which 
are not far diſtant, king Amaſis took leave of the 


ox Apis, and ſaid to his daughter, My daughter, 
let us return into my dominions, that 1 may be- 
head you, as it has been determined in my royal 


breaſt, becauſe you have pronounced the name of 


Nabucodnoſer my enemy, who dethroned me ſeven 
years ago. When a father has ſworn to behead 
his daughter, he muſt either fulfil his oath, or ſink 


into hell for ever; and I will not damn my felf out 
of love to you.” 


The fair princeſs Amaſidia replied to the king 


Amaſis: . wo father, whom it pleaſes vor 


go and behead, but it ſhall not be me: I am now 
in the terntories of Iſis, Oſiris, Horus, and Apis; 
J will ever forſake my beautiful white bull; and 


I will continue to kiſs him till I have ſeen his apo- 


theofis in his ſtable in the voy ry: 9 — 
Z 5 Ir 
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It is a weakneſs pardonable in a young lady of 


high birth.” 


Scarce bad the ſpoke theſs cad who the OX 
Apis cried out, “ My dear Amaſidia, I will love 
you whillt I live.” This was the firſt ti time that the 
god Apis had been heard to ſpeak during forty | 
thouſand years that he had been worſhipped, "The 
ſerpent and the ſhe- aſs cried out, he ſeven wn 
are accompliſhed.” And the three magpies r 
ed, * the ſeven years are accompliſhed.” All the 
prieſts of Egypt raiſed their hands to heaven. The 
god on a ſudden was ſeen to loſe his two hind legs; 
his two fore legs were changed into two human 
legs; two white ſtrong muſcular arms grew from 
his ſhoulders; his taurine phyz was changed: to 
the face of a charming hero; and he once more 
became the moſt beautiful of mortals. I chooſe,” 
cried he, rather to be the lover of the beautiful 


Amaſidia than a god. I am NABUCODNOSER, 


* 


Kine of KINGS.“ 
This metamorphoſis aſtoniſhed all the world, ex- 
cept the wiſe Mambres ; but what ſurpriſed no- 
body was, that Nabucodnoſer immediately married 
the fair Amaſidia in preſence of this aſſembly. 
He left his father-in-law in quiet poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom of Tanis, and made noble proviſion for 
the ſhe-aſs, the ſerpent, the dog, the pigeon, and 


even for the raven, the three magpies, and the _ 
large fiſh; ſhewing to all the world that he knew _ 


how to forgive as well as to conquer. The old 
woman had a conſiderable penfion ; the ſcape-goat 
was ſent for a day into the wilderneſs, that all paſt 
ſins might be expiated ; and had afterwards twelve 


7 ſhe-goats for his rows: The wiſe Mambres re- 


turned to his palace, and made reflections. 


Fes 5 ; BB | Naby- 
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Nabucodnoſer, after having embraced the magi- 
cian his benefactor, governed in tranquillity the 
kingdoms of Memphis, Babylon, Damaſcus, Bal- 
bec, Tyre, Syria, Aſia minor, Scythia, the coun- 
tries of Thiras, Moſok, Tubal, Madai, Gog, Ma- 
' gog, Javan, Sogdiana, Aroriana, the Indies, and 
the Illes; and the people of this vaſt empire cried 
out aloud every morning, Long live Nabucod- 
noſer, king of kings, who is no longer an ox! 
Since which time it has been a cuſtom in Babylon, 
when the ſovereign, deceived by his ſatraps, his 
magicians, treaſurers, or wives, at length acknow- . 
ledges his errors, and amends his conduct, for all 
the people to cry out at his gate. Long live 
our great king, who is no longer an ox,” 


THE 


Hiſtory of the TaaveLs of 


S CARMEN T A DO.*® 
Written by himſelf» 
p T4 BE 1 EE. ge. 3 5 
| 1 Was born in Candia in the year 1600. My 


father was governor of the city; and I remem- 


ber that a poet of middling parts, and of a moſt 


unmuſical ear, whoſe name was Iro, compoſed 
ſome verſes in my praiſe, in which he made me to 


deſcend from Minos in a direct line; but my father 
being afterwards diſgraced, he wrote ſome other 


verſes, in which he derived my pedigree from no 


nobler an origin than the amours of Paſiphae and 


her gallant. This Iro was a moſt miſchievous 


rogue, and one of the moſt troubleſome fellows in 


the iſland. © 92 


My father ſent me at fifteen years of age to pro- 


ſecute 75 ſtudies at Rome. There J arrived in full 
hopes o 


* 


— 
V. 


* The reader will at once perceive that this is a ſpirited 


ſatire on "4 8 in general, and particularly on perfecutioa for 


conſcience lake. 1 


learning all kinds of truth; for I had hi- 
therto been taught quite the reverſe, according to 


— 
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the cuſtom of this lower world from China to the 


Alps. Monſignor. Profondo, to whom I was re- 
commended, was a man of a very ſingular charac- | 
ter, and one of the moſt terrible ſcholars in the 
world. He was for teaching me the categories of 
Ariſtotle, and was juſt on the point of placing me 
in the category of his minions; a fate which I 
narrowly elcaped. I ſaw proceſſions, exorciſms, 
and ſome robberies. It was commonly ſaid, but 
without any foundation, that Ia Signora Olimpia, 
a lady ef great prudence, ſold ſeveral things that 
ought not to be fold. E was then of am age to re- 
lth al: theſe comical adventures. A young lady of 
great ſweetneſs of temper, called /a Signora Fatelo, 
thought proper to fall in love with me: ſhe was 
courted by the reverend father Poignardini, and by 
the reverend father Aconiti *, young monks of an 
order which is now extinct; and ſhe reconciled the 
two rivals, by granting her favours to me ; but at 
the ſame time I ran the rifk of being excommuni- 
cated and poiſoned. I left Rome Highly pleaſed 
with the architecture of St Peter. 

I travelled to France : it was during the reign of 
Lewis the Juſt. The firſt queſtion put to me was, 
whether I chuſed to breakfaſt on a flice of the 
mareſchal D' Ancre 4, whote fleſh the people had 

roaſted, 


* Alluding to the infamous practice of poiſoning and aſſaſſi- 
- Nation;at that time prevalent in Rome. 

+ This was the famous Concini, who was murdered on the 
draw bridge of the Louvre by the intrigues. of De Luines, not 
without the knowledge of the king, Lewis XIII. His body, 
which had been ſecreily interred in the church of St Germain 
de PAuxerrois, was next day dug up by the populace, who 
dragged it through the ſtreets, then burned the fleſh, and threw 
the bones into the river. The mareſchal's o-_ crime was 
his eng? a 8 
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f oaſted, and diſtributed with great lberality to ſuch 
As chuſed to taſte it? 

This kingdom was continually involved. 3 in > cell 
wank ſometimes for a place at court, ſometimes for 


two pages of theological controverſy. This fire, 


which one while lay concealed under the aſhes, and 
at another burſt forth with great violence, had de- 
folated theſe beautiful provinces for upwards of 


ſixty years. The pretext was, the defending the 
UÜberties of the Gallican church. © Alas! ſaid I, 


theſe people are nevertheleſs born with a gentle 
diſpoſition: what can have drawn them ſo far from 
their natural character? They joke and keep holy 


days *. Happy che time when they ſhall do no- 


thing but joke!” 


I went over to Evgland, where the ſame diſputes 


occaſioned the ſame barbarities. Some pious Ca- 


tholics had reſolved; for the good of the church, 


to blow, up into the air with gun-powder the king, 
the royal family, and the whole - parliament, and 
thus to deliver England from all theſe heretics at 
once. They ſhewed me the place where queen 
Mary of bleſſed memory, the daughter of Henry 


VIII. had cauſed more than five hundred of her 
fubjects to be burnt. An Iriſh prieſt aſſured me 


that it was a very good action; firſt, becauſe thoſe 


who were burnt were Engliſhmen ; and. ſecondly, 
becauſe they did not make uſe of holy water, nor 


believe in St Patrick's Hole. He was greatly ſur- 
priſed that queen Mary was not yet canonized; but 


he hoped ſhe would receive that honour as ſoon | 
as the cardinal nephew ſhould be a little more at 


leiſure. 


Es p A. — cd 
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N Referring i to the ations of the Proteſtants, perperemed on 
the eve of St Bartholomew. | 
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From thence I went to Holland, where Thoped | 
to find more tranquillity among a people of a more 


cold and phlegmatic conſtitution. Juſt as I arrived 
| at the Hague, the people were cutting off the head 


of a venerable old man. It was the bald head of 
the prime miniſter Barnevelt, a man who deſerved 


better treatment from the republic. Touched with 


pity at this affecting ſcene, I aſked what was his 
crime, and whether he had betrayed the ſtate? 
„ He has done much worſe, replied a preacher in 
a black cloak; he believed that men may be ſaved 
by good works as well as by faith. You muſt be 
ſenſible, adds he, that if ſuch opinions were to gain 
ground, a republic could not ſubſiſt; and that 
there muſt be ſevere laws to ſuppreſs ſuch ſcanda- 
lous and horrid blaſphemies.” A profound po- 
litician ſaid to me with a ſigh, © Alas! Sir, this hap- 
py time will not laſt long; it is only by chance 
that the people are ſo zealous: they are naturally 
inclined to the abominable doQrine of toleration, 
and they will eertainly at laſt grant it.” This 
reflection ſet him a- groaning. For my own part, 
in expectation of that fatal period, when modera- 
tion and indulgence ſhould take place, I inſtantly 
quitted a country where ſeverity was not ſoftened 
dy any lenitive, and embarked for Spain. | 
The court was then at Seville; the galleons 


peee juſt arrived; and every thing breathed plen- 


ty and gladneſs in the moſt beautiful ſeaſon of the 
year. I obſerved at the end of an alley of orange 
and citron trees, a kind of large ring, furrounded 
with ſteps covered with rich and coſtly cloth. The 
king, the queen, the infants, and the infantas, were 
ſeated under a ſuperb canopy. Oppoſite to the 
royal family was another throne, raiſed higher than 
that on which his majeſty fat. I ſaid to one of my 

EE. | fellow 
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fellow travellers, Unleſs this throne be reſerved 
for God, I don't ſee what purpoſe it can ſerve.“ 
This unguarded expreſſion was overheard by a grave 
Spaniard, and coſt me dear. Mean while, I ima- 


gined we were going to a carouſal, or a match'of _ 


bull: baiting, when the grand inquiſitor appeared on 
that elevated throne, from whence he bleſſed the 
king and the people. | 

Then came an army of monks, who filed off in 
pairs, white, black, grey, ſhod, unſhod, bearded, 
beardleſs, with pointed cowls, and without cowls : 
next followed the hangman ; and laſt of all were 
ſeen, in the midſt of the *guards and grandees, a- 
bout wow perſons clad in ſackcloth, on which were 
painted the figures of flames and devils. Some of 
theſe were Jews, who could not be prevailed upon 
to renounce Moſes entirely; others were Chriſtians, 
who had married women with whom they had 
ſtood ſponſors to a child; who had not adored our 
Lady of Atocha, or who had refuſed to part with 
their ready money in favour of the Hieronymite 
brothers. Some pretty prayers were ſung with 


much devotion, and then the criminals were burnt 1 5 


at a flow fire; a ceremony with which the . fa- 
mily ſeemed to be greatly edified. 8 
As I was going to bed in the evening, two mem- 
bers of the inquiſition came to my lodging with a 
figure of St Hermandad. They embraced me 
with great tenderneſs, and conducted me in ſolemn 
ſilence to a well-aired priſon, furniſhed with a bed 
of mat and a beautiful crucifix. There I remain- 
ed for ſix weeks; at the end of which the reve. 
rend father, the inquiſitor, ſent for me. He preſſed 
me in his arms for ſome time with the moſt pater- 
nal affection, and told me that he was ſorry to hear 
that 1 had been ſo ill ** but that all the 
apart⸗- 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
f 


200. The Travels of ScARMENTA DO. 


apartments of the houſe were full, and hoped ] | 
_ ſhould be better accommodated the next time. He 
then aſked me with great cordiality if I knew for 


what reaſon I was impriſoned? I told the reverend 


father that it was evidently for my ſins. . £* Very 


well, ſays he, my dear child; but for what particu- 


lar ſin? Speak freely.“ I racked my brain with 
conjectures, but could not poſſibly gueſs. He then 
1 charitably diſmiſſed me. 


At laſt I remembered my ed. 8 | 


T eſeaped with a litile bodily correction, and a fine 


of thirty thouſand reals. I was led to make my 
obeiſance to the grand inquiſitor, who was a man 


of great politeneſs. He aſked me how I liked his 
little teaſt? I told him it was a molt delicious one 
and then went to preſs my companions to quit the 


country, beautiful as it was. They had found 


ume to inform themſelves of all the great things 


which the Spaniards had done for the intereſt of 
religion, They had read the memoirs of the fa- 
mous biſhop of Chiapa, by which it appears that 
they had maſſacred, or burnt, or drowned, about 


ten millions of infidels in America, in der to 


convert them. I believe the n of the biſhop 
are a little exaggerated; but ſuppoſe we reduce the 


number of victims to bye millions, it will os 1 
moſt glorious achievement. 


The itch of travelling ill poſſeſſed m. me. I had 
propoſed to finiſh the tour of Europe with Turky; ; 


and thither we now directed our courſe. I put on 
a firm reſolution not to give my opinion of the pub- 
lc feaſts I might ſee for the future. Theſe 
Turks, ſaid I to my companions, are a ſet of miſ. 


creants that have not been baptized, and of conſe- 
nee will be more cruel than the reyerend fathers 
is the 
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the inquiſitors. Let us obſerve a profound ſilence 
while we are among the Mahometans.“ 
Accordingly we arrived among them. I was 
greatly ſurpriſed to ſee more Chriſtian churches 4m. 
Turky than in Candia. I even ſaw ſome nume 
rous troops of monks, who were allowed to pray 
to the virgin Mary with great freedom, and to curſe 
| Mahomet.; ſome .in Greek, ſome in Latin, and 
others in Armenian. What good-natured people 
are theſe Turks,” cried I. The Greek Chriſtians, 
and the Latin Chriſtians in Conſtantinople were 
mortal enemies. Theſe flaves perſecuted each 
other in much the ſame manner as dogs fight in 
the ſtreets, till their maſters part them with a cud- 
gel. The grand vizier was at that time the protec- 
tor of the Greeks. The Greek partriarch accuſed 
me of having ſu oy with the Latin patriarch; andi 
was condemned in full divan to receive an hun- 
dred blowis on. this foles of my feet, redeemable for 
five hundred ſequins. Next day:the grand vizier 
Was ſtrangled. he day following his ſucceſſor, 
Who was for the Latin party, and who was not 
ſtrangled till a month after, condemned me to ſuf- 
fer te ſame puniſhment, :for having ſupped with 
the Greek patriarch. Thus was broking to the ſad 
neceſſity of abſenting myſelf entirely from the 
Greek and Latin churches. In order to conſole 
myſelf for this :loſs, I took into keeping a very 
handſome Circaſſian. She was the moſt obliging 
lady I ever knew in a private converſation, and the 
moſt devout at the moſque. One night as ſhe was 
_ embracing me in the ſweet tranſports of love, ſhe 
cried, Alla, Illa, Alla;“ theſe are the ſacramen- 
tal words of the Turks. 1 imagined they were the 
| ra + ape of love, and therefore cried in my 
| TRwnS Ce turn, 
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turn, and with a very tender accent, &« Alla, Illa, 


Alla.” „Ah! ſaid ſhe, God be praiſed, thou art 
then a Turk. I told her that I was bleſſing God 
for having given me ſo much ſtrength, and that I 
5 thought myſelf extremely happy. In the morning 
the iman came to circumciſe me; and, as I made 


ſome difficulty to ſubmit to the opęration, the cadi 
of that diſtrict, a man of great loyalty, propoſed to 


have me impaled. I faved my prepuce and, my 
poſteriors by paying a thouſand ſequins, and then 
fled directly into Perſia, reſolved for the future ne- 


ver to hear Greek or Latin maſs, nor to cry © Alla 


Illa, Alla,” in a love rencounter. 

On my arrival at Iſpahan, the people aſked me 
whether I was for white or black mutton ? I told 
them it was a matter of indifference to me, pro- 
vided it was tender. It muſt be obſerved that the 
Perſian empire was at that time ſplit into two fac- 


tions, that of the white mutton and that of the 


black. The two parties imagined that I made a 


of them both; ſo that I found myſelf engaged 


in a very troubleſome affair at the gates of the 
city, and it coſt me a great number of ſequins to 
get rid of the white and the black mutton. | 

I proceeded as far as China, in company with 


an interpreter, who afſured me that this country 
was the ſeat of gaiety and freedom. The Tartars 


had made themſelves maſters of it, after having 
deſtroyed every thing with fire and ſword, The 


reverend fathers the Jeſuits on the one hand, and 
the reverend fathers the Dominicans on the other, 
alledged that they had gained many fouls to Gd 


in that country, without any one knowing aught 
of the matter. Never were ſeen ſuch zealous con- 
verters : they alternately perſecuted one another; 


they r by Rome whole volumes of flav- 2 
| er, 
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FR and treated each other as infidels and preva- 
ricators for the ſake of one ſoul. But the moſt. 
violent diſpute between them was with regard to 
the manner of making a bow. The Jeſuits would. 
have the Chineſe to ſalute their parents, after the 
faſhion of China; and the Dominicans would have 
them to do it after the faſhion of Rome. I hap- 
pened unluckily to be taken by the Jeſuits for a 
Dominican. They repreſented me to his Fartarian 
majeſty as a ſpy of the pope. The ſupreme coun- 


cil charged a prime mandarin, who ordered a ſer- 
jeant, who commanded four ſbires of the country, 


to ſeize me and bind me with great ceremony. IA 
this manner I was conducted before his majeſty, 
after having made about an hundred and forty 
genuflexions. He aſked me if I was a ſpy of the 
pope's and if it was true that that prince was to 
come 1n perſon to dethrone him. I told him that 
the pope was a prieſt of ſeventy years of age; that 


Fa 


he lived at the diſtance of four thouſand leagues 
from his ſacred Tartaro- chineſe majeſty ; that he 


had about two thouſand ſoldiers, who mounted 
guard with umbrellas ; that he never dethroned any 
body; and that his 'majeſty, might ſleep in perfe& 
ſecurity. Of all the adventures of my life this was 
the leaſt fatal. I was ſent to Macao, and there 1 

took ſhipping for Europe. | 
"My ſhip required to be refitted on the coaſt of 
Golconda, I embraced this opportunity to viſit 
the court of the great Aureng-Zeb, of whom ſuch _ 
wonderful things have been told, and who was 
then in Deli. I had the pleaſure to ſee him on the 
day of that pompous ceremony in which he re- 
ceives the. celeſtial preſent ſent him by the Sherif 
of Mecca : this was the beſom with which they had 
ſweeped the holy houfe, the Caaba, and the Beth 
FT CL 2 Alla. 
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Alla. It is a fymbol that ſweeps away all the pol: 


lutions of the ſoul. Aureng-Leb ſeemed to have 
no need of it: he was the moſt pious man in all 


Indoſtan. It is true, he had- cut the throat of one 


ef his brothers, and poiſoned his-father.. Twenty 
Rajas, and as many Omras, had been put te death; 
but that was a trifle ; nothing was talked of but his 


devotion- No king was thought comparable to 
him, except His facred majeſty Muley Iſmael, the 


molt ſerene emperor of Mereceo, who cut. oft ſome 


heads every Friday after prayers. 


I ſpoke Rot a word. My travels had n+ me 
wiſdom I was ſenſible. that it did not belong to 
me to decide. between theſe: auguſt ſovereigns. A 


young Frenchman, indeed, a fellow. lodger of mine, 


was wanting in reſpett to the emperor of the In- 
dies; and to that of Morocco- He Happened to 
fay very imprudently, that there were ſovereigns in 
Europe, who governed their dominions with great 
equity, and even went to church without killing 
their fathers or brothers, or cutting off the heads 


of their ſubjects- Fhis impious diſcourſe of my 


Pans friend our Interpreter tranſmitted to Indou. 
ſtructed by former experience; I inſtantly cau- 
ſed my camels to be ſaddled, and ſet out with my 
Frenchman. I was afterwards informed that that 


very night the officers of the great Aureng-Leb, 


Having come to ſeize me, ſound only the interpre- 
ter, who was executed in public; and all: the cour- 


tiers declared without Battery that his puniſhment 


was extremely juſt. 
Ehad now only Africa to viſit, i in order to enjoy 
all the pleaſures of our continent; and thither I 


went in reality. The ſhip in which I embarked 
was taken by the Negro-Corſairs. The maſter of 


the veſſel 1 loudly, and aſked da weld 
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thus violated the laws of nations. The captain of 
the Negroes replied : © You have a long noſe and 
we have a ſhort one: your hair is ſtrait, and ours 
is curled : your ſkin isaſh-coloured, and ours is of 
the colour of ebon; and therefore we ought, by 
the ſacred laws of nature, to be always at enmity. 
You buy us in the public markets on the coaſt of 
Guiney like beaſts of burden, to make us labour 
in I don't know what kind of drudgery, equally 
hard and ridiculous. With the whip held over out 


heads, you make us dig in mountains for a kind of 


yellow earth, which in itſelf is good for nothing, 
and is not fo valuable as an Egyptian onion. In 
like manner, wherever we meet you, and are ſupe- 
rior to you in ſtrength, we make you ſlaves, and 
oblige you to manure our fields; or in caſe: of refu- 
fal cut off your noſe and ears.“ "4 

To ſuch a learned diſcourſe it was impuſtidle to 
make any anſwer. IL went to labour in the ground 


of an old female Negro, in order to ſave my noſe 


and ears. After continuing in flavery for a whole 


year, I was at laſt ranſomed. I had now feen all 


that was rare, good, or beautiful on earth. I re- 


folved for the future to ſee nothing but my own +. 


home. I took a wife, and was cuckolded; and 
found that of all conditions of life 1 was the 
e 


* 
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3 
TT is a queſtion of great importance, however lit- 
1 tle regarded, how far the people, i. e. nine 
tenths of the human kind, ought to be treated like 
apes. The deceiving party have never examined 

this problem with ſufficient care; and for fear of 
being miſtaken in the calculation, they have heap- 
ed up all the viſionary notions they could in the 
heads of the party deceived. | 


+ 


Ihe good people, who ſometimes read Virgil, or 


the Provincial Letters, do not know that there are 


twenty times more copies of the Almanac of Liege 
and of the Courier boiteux” printed, than of all 
the ancient and modern books together. No one, 
ſurely, has a greater veneration than myſelf for the 
illuſtrious authors of theſe Almanacs and their bre- 
thren. I know, that ever ſince the time of the an- 
. cient Chaldeans, there have been fixed and ſtated 
days for taking phyſic, paring. our nails, giving 
battle, and cleaving wood. I know that the beſt 
part of the revenue of an illuſtrious academy con- 
fiſts in the fale of theſe kind of Almanacs. May I 
preſame to aſk, with all, poſſible ſubmiſſion, and a 
coming diftidence of my own judgment, what 
harm it would do to the world, were ſome power- 
ful aſtrologer to aſſure the peaſants and the good 
inhabitants of little villages, that they might ſafely 
Pare their nails when they pleaſe, provided 1 be 
e 5 done 
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done with a good intention? The people, I ſhall be 
told, would not buy the Almanacs of this new af- 


trologer. On the contrary, I will venture to aflirm, 


that there would be found among your great ge- 
niufes many who would make a merit in following 
this novelty. Should it be alledged that theſe 
geniuſes would form fatons, and kindle a civil 
war, I have nothing farther to ſay on the ſubject, 


but readily give up, for the lake. of peace, my too 


dangerous opinion. 

Every body knows the king of Boutan. | He i is 
one of the greateſt princes in the univerſe. He 
tramples under his feet the thrones of the earth; 
and his ſhoes (if he has any) are provided with 
ſceptres inſtead of buckles. He adores the devil, 
as is well Known, and his example is followed by 
all his courtiers. He, one day, ſent for a famous 
ſculptor of my country, and ordered him to make 
a beautiful ſtatue of Beelzebub. The ſculptor 
ſucceeded to admiration. Never was there ſuch a 


handſome devil. But, unhappily, our Praxiteles 


had only given five clutches to his animal, whereas 
the Boutaniers always gave him fix. This capital 
blunder of the artiſt was aggravated, by the grand 


| maſter of the ceremonies to the devil, with all the 
zeal of a man juſtly jealous of his maſter's rights, 
and of the ſacred and immemorial cuſtom of the 


kingdom of Boutan. He inſiſted that the ſculptor 
| ſhould atone for his crime by the loſs of his head. 
The ſculptor replied, that his five clutches were 


exactly equal in weight to ſix ordinary clutches 


* 


and the king of Boutan, who was a prince of great 


clemency, granted him a pardon. From that time 


the people of Boutan were undeceived with regard 5 


to the devil's ſix clutches. 


The, ſame * his majeſty needed to let blood. ; 


A; 
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A ſurgeon of Gaſcony, who had come to bis court 
n a ſhip belonging to our Eaſt- India company, was 
appointed to take from him five ounces of his pre- 
<1ous blood. The aftrologer of that quarter cried 
out, that the king would be in danger of loſing his 

life, if he opened a vein while the heavens were in 
their preſent ſtate. The Gaſcon might have told 

him, that the only queſtion was about the ſtate of 
the king's health; but he prudently waited a few 
: — mg and then taking an Almanac in-his hand, 
< You was inthe right, great man!“ ſaid he to the 
altrologer of the quarter; & the king would have 

died, had he been blooded at the inſtant you men- 

tion: the heavens have ſince changed their aſpe&; 

and now is the favourable-moment.”? The aſtro- 

Joger aſſented tothe truth of the ſurgeon's obſerva- 

tion. The king was cured; and by degrees it be- 

came an eſtabliſhed cuſtom among the Bautaniers, 

to bleed their kings whenever it was neceſſary. 

A bluſtering Dominican at Rome ſaid to an 

Engliſh philoſopher, 5 Y,ou are .a dog; you ſay 

at is the earth that turns round, never reflecting 

that Joſhua made the ſun to ſtand till.“ “ Well! 
my reverend father,” replied the other; and 


upon the P zO LX. 


5 ſince that time the ſun hath been table: 


The dog and the Dominican embraced each other; 
and even the Italians were, at laſt, convinced that 
the earth turns round. 

An augur and a ſenator, in the time of Cæſar, 
lamented che declining ſtate of the republic. The 
times, indeed, are very bad,“ ſaid the ſenator; 
ve have reaſon to tremble for the liberty of 
Rome.” * Ah!” ſaid the augur, © that is not the 
. greateſt evil; the people now begin to loſe the 
_ reſpect which they formerly had for our order: 

welecm Oy to e tolerated; we ceaſe to be ne- 
C2 ceflary 
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ceſſary. Some Generals have the aſſurance to give 
battle without conſulting us; and, to compleat our 
misfortunes, thoſe who ſell us the ſacred pullets be- 
gin to reaſon. Well, and why don't-you-reafon 
likewiſe!” replied the fenator, © and fince the 
dealers in pullets in the time of Czfar are more 

knowing than they were in the time of Numa, 
ought not you modern augurs to be better philoſa- 
Phers than thoſe who lived in former ages? 


* 


IJ, I. J 


The Two COMFORTERS, 


* day the great philoſopher Citofile aud 10 | 
a a woman who was diſconſolate, and who had 
good reaſon to be ſo, Madam, the queen of 
Paola, daughter to Henry IV. was as wretched 
as you: ſhe was baniſhed from her kingdoms ;' ; was 
in the utmoſt danger of loſing her life in a ſtorm 
at ſea; and ſaw her royal ſpouſe expire on a ſcaf- 
fold. „ « Iam ſorry for her,” ſaid the lady; and 
began again to lament her own misfortunes, 
% But, ſaid Citofile, remember the fate of Mary 
Stuart. She loved, but with a moſt chaſte and 
virtuous affection, an excellent muſician, who play- | 
ed admirably on the baſs-viol. Her huſband killed 
her muſician before her face; and, in the ſequel, 
her good friend and relation, queen Elizabeth, who 
called herſelf a virgin, cauſed her head to be cut 
off on a ſcaffold covered with black, after having 
confined her in priſon for the ſpace of eighteen 
years.” That was very cruel,” replied the lady, 
_ preſently relapſed into her former melan- 
choly. | 1 
Perhaps, faid the comforter, you have heard | 


of the beautiful Joan of Naples, who was taken pri; 


ſoner and ſtrangled.“ I have a confuſed re- 
membrance of her ſtory,” ſaid the aftlited lady. 
ul muft relate to you, added the other, the 

adventure of à ſovereign princeſs, who, within my 


. ey, was 3 alter ſupper, and who d ied ; 
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in a deſert iſland.” 1 know her whole hiſtory,” 
replied the-lady. 


„Well then, I will tell you what happened to 


another great princeſs whom ] inſtructed in philo- 


ſophy. She had a lover, as all great and beautiful 
princeſſes have: her father entered the chamber, 
and ſurpriſed the lover, whoſe countenance was all 
on fire, and his eyes ſparkling like a carbuncle. 


The lady too had a very florid complexion. The 


father was ſo highly diſpleaſed with the young 


man's countenance, that he gave him one of the 


moſt terrible blows that had ever been given in his 


province. The lover took a pair of tongs and 
broke the head of the father-in-law, who was cur- 
ed with great difficulty, and ſtill bears the mark of 
the wound. The lady in a fright leaped out of 
the window and diſlocated her foot, in conſequence 
of which ſhe ſtill halts, though poſſeſſed i in other 
reſpects of a very handſome perſon. The lover 


was condemned to death for having broken the 
head of a great prince: you can eaſily judge in 
what a deplorable condition the princeſs muſt have 
been when her lover was led to the gallows. I have 
ſeen her long ago when ſhe was in priſon : the al- 


ways talked to me of her own misfortunes.“ 


* And why will you not allow me to think of | 


mine?“ ſaid the lady. Becauſe, ſaid the philo- 
ſopher, you ought not to think of them; and ſince 


ſo many great ladies have been ſo unfortunate, it 


ill becomes you to deſpair. Think on Hecuba'; 
think on Niobe.“ © Ah! faid the lady, had I lived 


in. their time, or in that of ſo many beautiful prin- 
ceſſes;iand;hadyon endeavoured to conſole them 
by-4-xelation of ' my- misfortunes, would 1 have 


8 you, do you imagine? 


Next * the ba = loſt his only 55 —_ + 5 | 
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' was Ike to have died with grief. The lady wes | 
a catalogue to be drawn,up of all the kings who 


had loſt their children, and carried it to the philo- 
ſopher. He read it; found it very exact; and 
wept nevertheleſs. Three months atter, they re- 
newed their vitits, and were ſurpriſed to find each 
other in ſuch a gay and ſprightly humour. They 
cauled to be erected a beautiful ſtatue to Time, 
with this inſcription, To Him: Who. con n, 


TIE 


. „ BEV-- 


PRINCESS. 


' OF . 
2 BABYLON. 


aged Belus, king of Babs thou ght 
himſelf the firſt man upon earth; for all Tis 
N told him ſo, and His hiſtoriographers prov- 
ed it. What might excuſe this ridiculous. vanity 


in him was, that, in fact, his predeceffors had 


built Babylon upwards of zo, ooo years before him, 
and he bad embelliſhed it. We know that his 
palace and his park, ſi tuated at a few paraſangs 
from Babylon, extended between the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, which waſhed thoſe enchanted 
banks. His vaſt houſe; three thouſand, feet in 
front, almoſt reached the clouds. The platforms: 
was ſurrounded with a baluſtrade of white marble, 
fifty feet high, which ſupported coloſſal ſtatues of 
all the kings and great men. of the empire. This 
platform, compoſed of two rows of bricks, covered 
* with a thick ſurface of lead from one extremity to 
the other, bore twelve feet of earth; and upon this 
earth were raiſed. groves of olive, orange, citron, 
palm, cocoa, and cinnamon trees, and ſtock wool 
flowers, which formed alleys that ae CIP. of the 
lun could not penetrate, 
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The waters of the Euphrates running by the 
aſſiſtance of pumps, in a hundred canals, into the 
vaſt marble baſons in this garden, and afterwards 


falling by other canals, formed caſcades of fix thou- 
ſand feet in length in the park, and a hundred 


thouſand yefs d'eau, whoſe height was ſcarce per- 


ceptible; they afterwards' returned into the Eu- 


phrates, of which they were part. The gardens 


; of Semiramis, which aſtoniſhed Aſia ſeveral ages 


after, were only a feeble imitation of theſe ancient 

prodigies ; for in the time of Semiramis, every 

thing began to SENS Og men and wo- 
But what was more admirable in Pollan: and 


eclipſed every t nr, Save was the.only daughter of 


the King, named Formoſanta. It was from her 
pictures and ſtatues, that in ſucceeding times Pra- 
xiteles ſculptured his Aphrodita, and the Venus of 


Medicis. Heavens! what a difference between the 


original and the copies! ſo that Belus was prouder 


of his daughter than of his kingdom. She was eigh- 


teen years old : it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould have a 


huſband worthy of her; but where was he to be 


found? An ancient oracle had ordained, that For- 


moſanta could not belong to any but him who could 
bend the bow of Nembrod. 


This Nembrod, the ſtrong hunter e the 


Lord, had left a bow ſeventeen Babylonian feet in 


length, made of ebony, harder than the iron of 


mount Caucaſus, which is wrought in the forges 


of Derbent; and no mor tal ſince ee, could 


dend this aſtoniſbing bow. 


It was again ſaid, that the arm which mould 
bend this bow would kill the moſt terrible and fe- 


rocious lion that ſhould be let looſe in the Circus 


of Babylon. This was not all ; 3 — bender of the 
N dow, 


«a. 
* 
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bos, and the conqueror of the lion, ſhould over- 
throw all his rivals: but he was above all things 
to be very ſagacious, . the moſt magnificent and 
molt. virtuous of men, and poſſeſs the greateſt cu- 
rioſity in the whole univerſe, 

Three kings appeared, who were bold enough 
to claim Formoſanta ; Pharaoh of Egypt, the Shah 
of India, and the great Khan of the Scythians. 
Belus appointed the day and place of combat, 
which was to be at the extremity of his park, in 
the vaſt extent ſurrounded by the joint waters 

of the Euphrates and the Tigris, Round: the liſts a 

marble amphitheatre was erected, which might con- 
tain five hundred thouſand ſpectators. Gppoſite 
the amphitheatre was placed the king's throne; he 
was to appear with Formoſanta, accompanied b 
the whole court; and on the right and left between 
the throne and the amphitheatre, there were other 
thrones and ſeats for the three kings, and for all 
the other ſovereigns who were deſirous to be pre- 
ſent at this auguſt ceremony e 
The king of Egypt arrived the firſt, mounted 
upon the, bull Apis, and holding in his hand the 

cithern of Is, He was followed by two thoufand 
prieſts clad in linen veſtments whiter than fnow, 
two thouſand eunuchs, two. thouſand magicians, 
and two thouſand warriors, : 

The king of India came ſoon after ina car drawn 
by. twelve elephants. He had a train ſtill more 
"numerous and more brilliant than Pharaoh of 
Fei Ws 

The laſt who, PART" was the King of the "ng 
diane, He had none with him but choſen war- 
riors, armed with bows and arrows. He was mount- 
ed upon a ſuperb tyger, Which he had tamed, and 
which was as fall as 155 of the fineſt Ferfian _ 

e 
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The majeſtic and important mien of this king ef. 
faced the appearance of his rivals ; his naked arms, 
as nervous as they were white, ſeemed already to 
dend the bow of Nembrod. 

Theſe three lovers immediately proſtrated them- 
ſelves before Belus and Formoſanta. The king of 
Egypt preſented the princeſs with two of the fineſt 
crocodiles of the Nile, two ſea horſes, two zebras, 
two Egyptian rats, and two mummies, with the 
books of the great Hermes, which he Judged 1 to be 
che ſcarceſt things upon earth. 

Ihe king of India offered her a hundred ele- 
phants, each bearing a wooden gilt tower, and laid 
at her feet the Vedam wrote by the hand of Jaca 
himſelf... | 
The king of the Scythians, who could neither 
write nor read, preſented a hundred warlike horſes 
With black fox-ſkin houſings. 

The princefs appeared with a down · caſt look be- 

fore her lovers, and reclined: herſelf with ſuch a 
grace as was at once modeſt and noble. : 
Belus ordered the kings to be conducted to the 
thrones that were prepared for them. Would I 
had three daughters, faid he to them, I ſhould make 
fix people this day happy ! He then made the com- 
petitors caſt lots which ſhould try Nembrod's bow 
| firſt, Their names infcribed were put into a gol- 
den caſque. hat of the Egyptian Ez came out 
fiſt; then the name of the king of India appeared. 
The king of Scythia, viewing the bow and his ri- 
yals, did not complain at being the third. = 

Whilſt theſe brilliant trials were preparing, twen- 
ty thouſand Pages: and twenty thouſand youthful 
maidens diſtributed, without any diſorder, refreſh- 
ments to the ſpectators between the rows of the 
ſeats. Every one eee, that the N 
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inſtituted kings for no other cauſe than every day 
to give feſtivals, upon condition they ſhould be di- 
verſified; that life is too ſhort to be made any o- | 
ther uſe of; that law-ſuits, intrigues, wars, the al- 
tercations of theologiſts, which conſume human 
life, are horrible and abſurd ; that man is born only 
for happineſs ; that he would not paſhonately and 
inceſſantly purſue pleaſure, were he not deſigned i 
for it; that the eſſence of human nature is to 
« enjoy ourſelves, and all the reſt is folly. - This | 
excellent moral was never controverted but by 
Bhs. | 
Whilſt preparations were making fn 1 
ing the fate of Formoſanta, a young ſtranger, 
mounted upon an unicorn, accompanied by his 
valet, mounted on a like animal, and bearing upon 
his hand a large bird, appeared at the barrier. 
The guards were ſurpriſed to obſerve in this equi-- 
page a figure that had an air of divinity, He had, 
as hath been ſince related, the face of Adonis upon 
the body of Hercules; it was majeſty accompanied 
by the graces. His black eye-brows and flowing 
fair treſſes wore a mixture of beauty unknown at 
Babylon, and charmed all obſervers. The whole 
amphitheatre roſe up, the better to view the ſtran- 
ger: all the ladies of the court viewed him with 
looks: of aſtoniſhment. Formoſanta herſelf, who 
had hitherto kept her eyes fixed upon the ground; 
raiſed them and bluſhed ; the three kings turned 
pale; all the ſpectators, in comparing Formoſanta 
with the ſtranger, cried out, There is no other in 
the world but this young man who can beſo hand. 
| ſome as the princels, 15 
The uſhers, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, aſked him 
if he was a king f The inks 15 that he 
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had not that honour, but that he kad come 
diftant, excited by curioſity, to ſee if there were 
any king worthy of Formoſanta. He was intro- 
duced into the firſt row of the amphitheatre, with 
his valet, his two unicorns; and his bird. He falut- 
ed with great reſpect Belus, his daughter, the three 
kings, and all the affembly. He then took his ſeat, 
not without bluſhing. His two unicorns lay down 
at his feet, his bird perched upon his ſhoulder ; and 
his valet; who carried a little bag, placed himſelf * 
Huis ſide. 
I The trials ew The bow of Nembrod was 
taken out of its golden caſe. The firſt maſter of 
the ceremonies, followed by fifty pages, and pre- 
ceded by twenty trumpets, preſented it to the King 
of Egypt, who made his prieſts bleſs it; and ſup- 


7 porting it upon the head of the bull Apis, he did 


not queſtion his gaining this firſt victory. He dif- 
mounted, and came into the middle of the Circus ; 
he tries, exerts all his ſtrength, and makes ſuch 
ridiculous contortions, that the whole amphitheatre 
re-echoes with laughter, and Formoſanta herſelf 
cannot help ſmiling. 

His high almoner approached him-: Let your 
majeſty give up this idle honour, which depends 
ſolely upon the nerves and muſcles ; you will tri. 


umph in every thing elſe, You will conquer the 


lion, as you are poſſeſſed of the ſabre of Ofiris. 


The princeſs of Babylon is to belong to the prince 


who is moſt ſagacious, and you have ſolved ænig- 
mas. She is to wed the moſt virtyous : you are 


ſuch, as you have been educated by the . prieſts of 


Egypt. The moſt generous is to carry her, and 
you have preſented her with two of the handſomeſt 
crocodiles, and/rwo of the fineſt rats in all Delta. 


> Toy are ee of the bull Apis and the books of 
: Benet, | 
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Hermes, which are the ſcarceſt things in the uni- 
verſe. No one can diſpute Formoſanta with you: 
You are in the right, ſaid the king of Egypt, and 
reſumed his throne; 5 N : 70 

The bow was then put into the hands of the 
king of India. It bliſtered his hands for a fort- 
night; but he conſoled himſelf in preſuming that 
the Scythian king would not be more fortunate than 
himſelf. „ 7 

The Scythian handled the bow in his turn. He 
united {kill with ſtrength : the bow ſeemed to have 
ſome elaſticity in his hands ; he bentit a little, but 
he could never bring it any thing near a curve; The 
ſpeckators, who had been prejudiced in his favour 
by his agreeable aſpect, lamented his ill ſucceſs, and 
concluded that the beautiful princeſs would never 
be niarried. | 5 ä 8 

The unknown youth leaped into the area, and 
addreſſing himſelf to the king of Scythia ſaid, Your 
Majeſty need not be ſurpriſed at not having entire- 
ly ſucceeded. Theſe ebony bows are made in my 
country; there is only one peculiar twiſt to give 
them. Your merit is greater in having bent it, 
than if I were to curve it. He then took an arrow, 
and placing it upon the ſtring, bent the bow of 
Nembrod, and made the arrow fly beyond the 
gates. A million of hands at once applauded the 
prodigy. Babylon re- echoed with acclamations, 
and all the women agreed how happy it was for ſo 
tandſome a youth to be ſo ſtrong. a | 


- 


He then took out of his pocket a ſmall ivory 
tablet, and wrote upon it with a golden pencil, fix- 
d the tablet to the bow, and preſented it all toge- 
her to the princeſs. with ſuch a grace as charmed 
very ſpectator. He then modeſtly returned to his 
place between his bird and his valet. All Babylon 

e Ee 2 = Was 
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was in | aſtoniſhment, the three kings were con- 
| founded whilſt the ſtranger did not ſeem to pay the 
l  - Teaſt attention to what had happened. 

= | * Formoſanta was ſtill more ſurpriſed to read upon 
! the ivory tablet tied to the bow, thele verſes written 
| in good Chaldean : $47 


L'are de Nembrod eſt _ de la guerre; 
Liarc dd l'amour eſt celui du bonheur; 
| Vous le portez. Par vous ce Dieu vainqueur 
1 5 _ Eft devenu le maitre de la terre. 
3 Trois Rois puiſſants, trois rivaux aujourd'hui 
Oſent pretendre a Fhonneur de vous plaire. 
Je ne ſais pas qui votre coeur prefere, 
Mais I' univers ſera jaloux de lui *, | | 


| 
| 
:; * 
| 
| 


"This little madrigal did not diſpleaſe the princeſs, 

It was criticiſed by ſome of the lords of the ancient 
Court, who ſaid, that formerly, in good times 
tus would have been compared to the ſun, 
Formoſanta to the moon; his neck to a tower, 
her breaſt to a buſhel of wheat. They ſaid the 
ſtranger had no fort of imagination, and that he 
had loſt ſight of the rules of true poetry, but all 
the ladies thought the verſes very gallant. They 
were aſtoniſhed that a man, who handled a bow ſo 
well, ſhould have ſo much wir. The lady of hon- 
our to the princeſs ſaid to her, Madam, what nu: 
merous talents are here entirely loſt ? What behefi 
Will . man Soph from his wit and Be] 9 


ite 


— 


LNembrod's is the warlike bow: — The bow of love is |thi 
of happineſs :—This you bear. Through you the victorious ga 
3s become maſter of the earth. Three powerful. Rings, rivaß d 
the day, have dared pretend to the honour of pleaſing youl 
1 5 know not which your heart prefers, but the whole univerſe iu 
=, - po _— of him. 2 | 
1 | | 
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bow! n Being admired, ſaid Formoſanta. Ah! ſaid 


the lady, one more madrigal, and he _—_ very 


well be beloved! 

Nevertheleſs, Belus, having confulted his ſages, 
declared, that though none of theſe kings could 
bend the bow of Nembrod, his daughter was, ne- 
vertheleſs, to be married, and that ſhe ſhould be- 
long to him who could conquer the great lion, which 
was purpoſely in training in his great menagerie. 


The king of Egypt, upon whoſe education all the 


wiſdom of Egypt had been exhauſted, judged it 


very ridiculous to expoſe a king to the ferocity of 


wild beaſts in order to be married. He acknow- 
ledged, he conſidered the poſſeſſion of Formoſanta 
of ineſtimable value; but he imagined,” that if the 
lion ſhould ſtrangle him, he could never wed this 
fair Babylonian. lhe king of India was of the 


ſame way of thinking with the Egyptian; they both 
concluded that the king of Babylon was laughing 


at them, and that they ſhould fend for armies to 
puniſh him; that they had many ſubjects, who 
would think themſelves highly honoured to die in 
the ſervice of their maſters, without its coſting 

them a ſingle hair of their ſacred heads; that they 


could eaſily dethrone the king of Babylon, and 
then they would draw lots for —_ fair Formo- ö 


ſanta. 
This agreement being made, me two „ kinks ſent 


each an expreſs into his reſpective country, with 


orders to aſſemble three hundred Wee men to 
carry off Formoſanta. 

However, the king of Seythia else alone 
into the area with his ſcymetar in hand. He was 
mot diſtractedly enamoured with Formoſanta's 


charms; glory l then had been his only paſſion, 
and it had led him to Babylon. * Was "Y 
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to ſhew, that if the kings of India and Egypt were 
ſo prudent as not to tilt with lions, he was courage- 
- ous enough not to decline the combat, and he would 
ir the honour of diadems. His uncommon 
e would not even allow him to avail himſelf 
of the aſſiſtance of his tyger. He advanced ſingly, 
4 Nightly armed with a ſhell caſque ornamented with 
i gold, ſhaded with three horſes tails as white as 
no Ww. 
One of the moſt enormous and Finca "oY 
that fed upon the Antilibanian mountains, was let 
looſe upon him. His tremendous talons appeared 
gcaapable of tearing the three kings to pieces at once, 
13 and his gullet to devour them. The two proud 
| champions flew with the utmoſt precipitancy and 
in the moſt rapid manner at each other. The cou- 
Tagious Scythian plunged his ſword into the lion's 
throat; but the point meeting. with one of thoſe 
thick teeth that nothing can penetrate, was broke 
to ſhatters; and the monſter of the woods, more 
furious from his wound, had already impreſſed his 
bleeding claws into the monarchs ſides. 

The unknown youth, touched with the peril of 
ſo brave a prince, leapt into the area ſwift as light- 
ming; when he cut off the lion's head with as much 
' gdexterity, as we have lately ſeen, in our carou- 

fals, youthful Knights knock off the heads of black 
images. | 
Then drawing out a ſmall box, be neſeinted it 
to the Scythian king, laying to him, Your'majeſty 
will there find the genuine dittany, which grows in 
my country. Your glorious wounds will be heal- 
ed in a moment. Accident alone prevented your 
triumph over the lion; your valour is not the leſs 5 
to be admired. © 
- The Scythian king, animated more with. * 
} tage 
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tude than jealouſy, thanked his benefactor; and 
after having tenderly embraced him, returned to 
his ſeat to apply the dittany to his wounds. 

The ftranger gave the lion's head to his valet, 
who having waſhed it at the great fountain which 
was beneath the amphitheatre, and drained all the 
blood; took an iron inſtrument out of his little 
bag, with which having drawn the lion's forty teeth, 


ſize. 

His maſter, with his uſual modeſty engl to 
his place; he gave the lion's head to his bird: 
Beauteous bird, ſaid he, carry this ſmall homage, 
and lay it at the feet of Formoſanta, The bird 
winged his way with the dreadful triumph in one 
of his pounces, and preſented it to the princels, 


| bending, with humility, his neck, and crouching 


before her. The ſparkling diamonds dazzled the 
eyes of every beholder. Such magnificence- was 
unknown even in ſuperb Babylon; the emerald, 
the topaz, the faphire, and the pyrope, were as yet 
conſidered as the moſt precious ornaments. Belus 
and the whole court were ſtruck with admiration. 
The bird which preſented this preſent ſurpriſe 
them ſtill more. It t was of the ſize of an eagle, but 
its eyes were as ſoft and tender as thoſe of the eagle 
are fierce and threatening. Its bill was roſe-colour, . 
and ſeemed ſomewhat to reſemble Formoſanta's 
handſome mouth. Its neck repreſented all the col- 
ours of Iris, but {till more lively and brilliant; gold, 
in a thouſand ſhades, glittered upon its plumage 
its feet refembled a mixture of filver and purple, 
and the tails of thoſe beautiful birds, which have 
ſince drawn Juno's car, did not come up to the 

dlendor of this bird's. | 


The attention, curioſity, aſtoniſhment, and exta- 


he ſupplied their place with forty diamonds of equal +). 
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| 111 rat the whole court, were divided between the 
jijevwels and the bird. He had perched upon the 
= - baluſtrade between Belus and his daughter For- 
1 moſanta ; ſhe flattered it, careſſed it, and kiſſed it. 
15 It Nel to receive her embraces with a mixture 
1 of pleaſure and reſpect. When the princeſs gave 
the bird a kiſs, it returned to the embrace, and then 
| looked upon her with languiſhing eyes. She gave 

| it biſcuits and piſtachoes, which it received in its 
| purple-filvered paw, and carried them to its bill 

2 with inexpreſſible grace. 
5 Belus, who had attentively conſidered the dia- 
| | 1 monds, concluded, that ſcarce any one of his pro- 
= vinces could repay ſo valuable a preſent. He or- 
dered that more magnificent gifts ſhould be prepar- 
ed for the ſtranger than thoſe that were deſtined for 
the three monarchs. This young man, ſaid he, is 
doubtleſs ſon to the king of China, or of that part 
of the world called Europe, which I have heard 
ſpoken of; or of Africa, which, it is ſaid, is in the 
neighbourhood of the kingdom of Egypt. I 
e directly ſent his firſt equerry to compliment 
ttzhbe ſtranger, and aſk him, whether he was himſelf 
the ſovereign, or ſon to the ſovereign of one of 
thoſe empires; and why, being poſſeſſed of ſuch 
ſurpriſing treaſures, he had come with nothing but 
the valet and a little bag? 

Whilſtthe equerry RE towards the amphi- 
theatre to execute. his commiſſion, another valet 
arrived upon an ynicorn. Ihis valet, addreſſing | 

' Himſelf to the young man, ſaid, Ormar, your father 
5 is approaching the end of his life: I am come ta 
Ty acquaint you with it. The ſtranger raiſed his eyes 
A to heaven, whilſt tears ſtreamed from them, and 
. anſwered only by ſaying, Let us depart. 

'S 3, THE equerfys after having paid Belus's compli- 
= | 5 ments 
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ments to the conqueror of the lion, to the giver of 
the forty diamonds, and to the maſter of the beau- 


tiful bird, aſked the valet, Of what kingdom was the 


father of this young hero ſovereign ? The valet re- 


plied, His father is an old Rey who is much 


beloved i in the diſtrict. 

During this converſation, the ſtranger had e 
mounted his unicorn. He ſaid to the equerry, My 
lord, vouchſafe to proſtrate me at the feet of Belus 


and his daughter. I muſt entreat her to take par- 


ticular care of the bird I leave with her, as it is a 
nonpareil like herſelf. In uttering theſe laſt words 
he ſet off, and flew like lightning; the two valets 


followed bin and * was in an inſtant out of : 


_ fight. 


The bird turning towards the amphitheatre, where 
his maſter had been ſeated, ſeemed greatly afflicted 


to find him gone; then viewing ſtedfaſtly the prin- | 
ceſs, and gently rubbing her beautiful hand with his 


bill, he ſeemed to betrothe himſelf to her ſervice. 


Belus, more aſtoniſhed than ever, hearing that 
this very extraordinary young man was the ſon of 
a ſhepherd, could not believe it. He diſpatched. 


meſſengers after him; but they ſoon returned with 


advice, that the three unicorns, upon which theſe 


men were mounted, could not be come up with; 


and that according to the rate they went, they my | 


go a hundred leagues a 0 


1 


Every one reaſoned upon this ſtrange adventure, 


and wearied themſelves with conjectures. How 


can the ſon of a ſhepherd make a preſent of forty 
large diamonds? How comes it that he is mounted 


You, .:... F FS upon 


Fotmoſanta could not refrain folk Hola 
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upon an unicorn? This bewildered them, and For- 
moſanta, whilſt ſhe careſſed her bird, was ſunk in- 
to a profound reverie. 

Princeſs Aldea, her ds who was 
yery well ſhaped, and almoſt as handſome as For- 
molanta, ſaid to her, Couſin, I know not whether 
this demigod be the ſon of a ſhepherd ; but me- 
thinks he has fulfilled all the conditions ſtipulated 
for your marriage. He has bent Nembrod's bow, 
he has conquered the lion, he has a great ſhare of 
ſenſe, having wrote for you a very pretty extem- 
Pore ; and after having preſented you. with forty 
large diamonds, yon cannot deny that he is the 
molt generous of men. In his bird he polleſſed = 
the moſt curious thing upon earth. His virtue 
eannot be cqualled, ſince though he might have 
ſtaid with you, he departed without heſitation, as 
ſoon as he heard his father was ill. The oracle is 
fulfilled in every particular, except that wherein he 
is to overcome his rivals; but he has done more, 
be bas ſaved the life of the only competitor he 
had to fear; and when the object is beating the 
other two, I believe you cannot doubt that he will 
_ eaſily ſucceed. 

All that you lay is very true, rephed 8 
ta: but is it poſlible, that the greateſt of men, 
and perhaps the moſt amiable too, thould be the 
ſon of a ſhepherd ? 
The lady of honour j joining in the converſation, 
faid, that the title of Shepherd was frequently given 
to kings ; that they were called Shepherds, becauſe 
they attended very cloſely their fiocks ; that this 
was doubtleſs à piece of ill-timed pleaſantry in his 
valet; that this young hero had not come ſo badly 
equipped, but to ſnew how much his perſonal me- 
rit alone was. above the faſtidious parade of * 
Ix e . The 
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The mincttt made no anſwer but in giving her 
bird a thouſand. tender kiſſes. 
A great feſtival was nevertheleſs prepared fe 
the three kings, and for all the princes who were 
come to the feaſt. The king's daughter and niece . 
were to do the honours. The king received pre- 
ſents worthy the magnificence of Babylon. Belus, 
during the time the repaſt was ſerving up, aſſem- 
bled his council upon the marriage of the beautiful 
Formoſanta, and this is the Way he delivered him- 
ſelf as a great politician: 

I am old: I know not what longer to do whh my 
daughter, or upon whom to beſtow her. He who 
deſerved her is nothing but a mean ſhepherd ; the 
kings of India and Egypt are cowards ; the king of 
the Scythians would be very agreeable to me, but 
he has not performed any one of the conditions im- 
poſed. I will again conſult the oracle. In the mean 
while, deliberate among you, and we will concludes 

agreeable to what the oracle ſays; for a king ſhould _ 
ley nothing but the dictates of the immortal 

Oh 
5 He then repaired to the temple: the oracle an- 
ſwered in few words according to cuſtom : Thy 
daughter ſhall not be married till ſhe has truderſed the 
globe. Belus returned in aſtoniſhment to the coun- 
eil, and. related this anſwer. 

Al the miniſters had a profound ed for 
oracles; they therefore all agreed, or at leaſt ap- 
peared to agree, that they were tlie foundation of 
religion; that reaſon ſhould be mute before them; 
that it was by their means that kings reigned over 
their people; ; that without oracles there would be 
neither virtue nor repoſe upon carth. | 

At length, after having teſtified the moſt pro- 
jound veneration for them, they almoſt all con- 
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_ cluded that this oracle was impertinent, and that 


he ſhould not be obeyed; that nothing. could be 
more indecent for a young woman, and particular - 
ly the daughter of the great king of Babylon, than 


to run about, without any particular deſtination ; 


that this was the moſt certain method to prevent 


her being married or elſe engage her in a clandeſ- 


tine, ſhameful, and ridiculous one; that, in a word, 


this oracle kad not common . 


The youngeſt of the miniſters named Onadaſe, 
who had more ſenſe than the reſt, ſaid, that the 
oracle doubtleſs meant ſome pilgrimage of devo- 
tion, and offered to be the princeſs's guide. The 
council: approved of his opinion, but every one 
was for being her equerry, The king determined 
that the princeſz might go three hundred paraſangs 
upon the road tb Arabia, to the temple, whoſe 


faint had the reputation of procuring young women 
happy marriages, and that the dean of the council 


ſhould accompany her. After chis determination 
they went to Tupper. ie 


x ; 
* * 7 — 
8 : 35 5 
4 


bin the: centre of the 27 between two. caſ. 


| Fades, was erected an oval ſaloon, three hundred 


ſeet in diameter, whoſe azure roof, interſected with 


golden ſtars, repreſented all the conſtellations and 
_ planets, each in its proper ſtation } and this cieling 
turned about, as well as the canopy, by machines 


as inviſible as thoſe which direct the celeſtial moti- 


ons. A hundred thouſand flambeaux, incloſed in 


rich cryltal cylinders, illuminated the out and. inſide 
of the dining-hall. A buffet with ſteps contained 


Fenty thouſand vaſes and golden diſhes ; and op- 
poſite the buffet, upon other eps, were ſeated a 


rent 
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great num ber of muſicians, —Two other amphi- 
theatres were decked out ; the one with the fruits 
of each ſeaſon, the other with cryſtal decanters, in 


4 - which ſparkled every kind of wine upon earth, 
Ihe gueſts took their ſeats round a table divided 


into compartments, which reſembled flowers and 


fruits, all in precious ſtones. The beautiful For- 


moſanta was placed between the kings of India and 


Egypt; the amiable Aldea next the king of Scythia. 


There were about thirty princes, and each was ſeac- 
ed next one of the handſomeſt ladies of the court, 
The king of Babylon, who was in the middle, op- 
polite his daughter, ſeemed divided between the 
chagrin of being yet unable to marry her, and the 
pleaſure of ſtill beholding her. Formoſanta aſked 
leave to place her bird upon the table next her ; 


the king approved of it. 


The muſic, which played, furniſhed ef every prince 


| with an opportunity of converſing with his female 


neighbour, The feſtival was as agreeable as it was 
magnificent. A ragout was ſerved before Formo- 
ſanta, which her father was very fond of. The 
princeſs ſaid it ſhould he carried 4 his Majeſty ; the 
bird immediately took hold of it, and carried it in 


a miraculous manner. to the king. Never was any 
thing more aſtoniſhing at ſupper. Belus careſſed 


it as much as his daughter had done. The bird 
afterwards took its flight to return to her. It dif- 
played in flying fo fine a tail, and its extended 
wings ſet forth ſuch a variety of brilliant cv! ours, 


the gold of its plumage made ſuch a dazzling eclat, 
that all eyes were fixed upon him. All the muſi- 


cians were {truck motionleſs, and their inſtruments 
afforded harmony no longer. None ate, no one 
ſpoke, nothing but a buzzing of admiration was to 
pe Beard. The W of Wende kiſſed it dur- 


9 
ing 


m_ 
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ing the whole fupper. without Wan whether 
there were any kings in the world. Thoſe of India 
and Egypt felt their ſpite and indignation rekindle 
with double force, and they reſolved ſpeedily to ſet 
their three hundred thouſand ' men in motion to N 
obtain revenge. 

As for the king of Scy ythia, bs was geg h in 
entertaining the beautiful . his haughty ſou] 
deſpiſing, without malice, Formoſanta's inattention, 
had conceived for her more indifference than re- 
ſentment. She is handſome, faid he, I acknow- 
ledge ; but ſhe appears to me one of thoſe women 
who are entirely taken up with their own beauty, 
and who fancy that mankind are greatly obliged to 
them when they deign to appear in public. 1 
ſhould prefer an ugly complaiſant woman, that teſ- 
tified ſome regard, to that beautiful ſtatue. You 
have, Madam, as many charms as ſhe poſſeſſes, and 
you condeſcend to converſe, at leaſt, with ſtran- 
gers. I acknowledge to you with the ſincerity of 
a Scythian, that I prefer you to your couſin. He 
was, however, miſtaken in regard to the character 
of Formoſanta ; the was not ſo diſdainful as ſhe ap- 
peared ; but his compliments were very well re- 
ceived by princeſs Aldea. Their converſation be- 
came very intereſting ; they were very well con- 
tented, and already certain of one another es 
they left table: 7: - 

After ſupper the gueſts walked i in the groves. 
The king of Scythia and Aldea did not fail ſeeking | 
for a place of retreat. Aldea, who was ſincerity 
itſelf, thus declared herſelf to the prince: 

ö I do not hate my couſin though ſhe be handſo- 
mer than myſelf, and is deſtined for the throne of 
Babylon; the honour of pleaſing you may very 
well and in the ſtead of charms, I prefer 8 
8 wit 
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With. you, ts the crown of Babylon without you. 


But this crown belongs to me by right, if there be 


any right in the world; for Lam the elder branch 


of Nembrod, and Formoſanitz i 18 nly of the young⸗ 


er. Her grandfather dethroned 
to death. 

Such, then, is the. force of blood in Ihe houſe of 
Babylon ! ! ſaid the Scythian. What was your 


ine, and put him 


grandfather” s name? He was called Aldea like me; 
my father bore the ſame name; he was baniſhed 


to the extremity. of the empire with my mother ; 
and Belus, after their death, having nothing to fear 
om me, was willing to bring me up with his 


daughter. But he has refolved that I ſhall never 


marry. 


T Will avenge the cauſe of your father, of your 


grandfather, and your cauſe, {aid the king of Scy- 


thia. I am reſponſible for your being married: I 
will carry you off the day after to-morrow by day- 


| break; for we muſt dine to-morrow with the king 


of Babylon; and I will return and ſupport your 
rights with three hundred thouſand men. I agree 


to it, ſaid the beauteous Aldea ; and after having 
exchanged their words of honour, they. ſeparated 
Ihe incornparable Formoſanta had been for a 
| long time retired to reſt. She had ordered a little 


orange tree, in a ſilver caſe, to be placed by the ſide 


of her bed, that her bird might perch upon it. Her 
curtains were drawn, but ſhe was not in the leaſt 
diſpoſed to ſleep: her heart and her imagination 
were too much awake. The charming ſtranger 
was ever before her ſight; ſhe fancied ſhe ſaw him 
| ſhooting an arrow with Nembrod's bow; ſhe con- 
femplated him in the action of cutting off the lion's 
head; ſhe repeated his madrigal ; at length, ſhe faw 

ous: rouring from the crowd upon his unicorn :— 
e | tears, 
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tears, fighs, and lamentations, overwhelmed her at 


this reflection. — At intervals ſhe cried out, Shall 


1 then never lee him more? Will he never fe- 


turn! 3 
He will return, Madam, replied the bird from 
55 top of the orange tree. Can one once have 


ſeen you, and not deſire to ſee you again? 


Heavens! eternal powers! my bird ſpeaks che 


pureſt Chaldean. In utteriag theſe words ſhe drew _ 


back the curtain, put out her hand to him, and 


knelt upon her bed, faying, Art thou a god de- 
ſcended upon earth ? Art thou the great Oroſmades 
_ concealed under this beautiful plumage? If thou 


art, reſtore me this charming young man. 
I am nothing but a winged animal, replied the 


bird; but I was born at the time when all animals 
Atill ſpoke ; ; when birds, ſerpents, aſſes, horſes, and 
griffins, converſed familiarly with man. 1 would 
not ſpeak before company, leſt your ladies of hon- 


our ſhould have taken me for a ſorcerer ; I would 
not diſcover myſelf to any but you. | 3 

Formoſanta was ſpeechleſs, bewildered, and in- 
toxicated with ſo many wonders : defirous of put- 


ting a hundred queſtions to him at once, ſhe at 
length aſked him how old he was? Twenty-ſeven 


thouſand nine hundred years and fix months, Ma- 


dam; I date my age from the little revolution of 


heaven which your magi call the preceſſion of the 


equinoxes, and which 1s accompliſhed in about 


twenty-eight thouſand of your years. There are 
revolutions of a much greater extent, ſo are there 
beings much older than me. It is twenty- two thou- 


fand years ſince I learnt Chaldean in one of my 
travels. I have always had a very great taſte for 

the Chaldean language, but my brethren, the other 
| animals, have renounced Tpeakmng 1 in your climate. 


And 
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And why ſo, my divine bird? Alas! becauſe men 


have accuſtomed themſelves to eat us, inſtead of 
converſing and inſtructing themſelves with us. 
Barbarians! ſhould they not have been convinced, 
that having the ſame organs with them, the ſame 
ſentiments, the ſame wants, the ſame deſires, we 


| had what is called a Soul; the ſame as them; that 


we were their brothers, and that none ſhould be 
dreſſed and ate but the wicked? We are ſo far your 
brothers, that the Supreme Being, the Omnipotent 
and Eternal Being, having made a compact with 
men, expreſsly comprehended us in the treaty. He 


forbad you to nouriſh yourſelves with our blood; 


and we to ſuck yours k. 
The fables of your ancient Tin tranſlated. 


into ſo many lan nne, will be a teſtimony eter- 


nally fabfilting of the happy commerce you former- 
ly carried on with us. They all begin with theſe 
words; In the time when beaſts ſpoke. It is true, 


there are many families among you who keep up | 
an inceſſant converſation with their dogs; but they. 


have reſolved not to anſwer, ſince they have been 
compelled-by whipping to go a-hunting, and be- 
come accomplices in the murder of our ancient 
and common iriends, ſtags, — bares, and par- 
tridges. 

| You have till tw ancient poems in which 


| horſes ſpeak, and your coachmen daily addreſs , 


them 1 in words; but in ſo barbarous a manner, and 


in uttering ſuch infamous expreſſions, that horſes, 
which formerly entertained ſo great a kindneſs for 


You, now deteſt you. 
The country which is the refidlence of yourcharm- 
vor. E Cs & " BY 1 5 wg 


* 
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See chapter ix. of Gas, and chap. iii. xvili. i and; xix. of . 
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ing ſtranger, the moſt perfect of men, is the only 


one in which your ſpecies has continued to love 
. ours, to converſe with us; and this is the only 


country of the world, where men are juſt. 
And where is this country of my dear incogni- 


- fo? what is the name of his empire? for I will no 2 
more believe he 1 is a ſhepherd than that! you are a 


bat. 
His country, madam, is that of the Gamgaridt, 


A virtuous, and invincible people, who inhabit the 


eaſtern ſhore of the Ganges. The name of my 
friend is Amazan. He is no king; and I know 
not whether he would ſo much humble himſelf as 
to be one; he has too great a love for his fellow- 
countrymen ; he is a ſnepher like them. But do 
not imagine that thoſe ſhepherds reſemble yours ; 
who, covered with rags and tatters, wateh their 


 Hheep, far better clad than themſelves 3 who groan 


under the burthen of poverty, and who pay to an 
extortioner half the miſerable ſtipend of wages' 


which they receive from their maſters. The Gan- 


garidian ſhepherds are all born equal, are the maſ- 
ters of innumerable herds, which cover their fields 
in conſtant verdure. They are never killed; it is 
a horrid crime towards the Ganges to kill and eat 
one's fellow creatures Their wool is finer and 


more Brillant than the fineſt ſilk, and conffiutes the 
_ greateſt traffic of the Eaſt. Beſides, the land of the 
Gangarids produces all that can flatter the deſires 
of man. Thoſe large diamonds which Antazan 


had the honour of preſenting you with, are from a 
mine which belongs to him. An unicorn, on which 
you faw kim mounted, is the uſual animal the 
Gingarids ride upon. It is the fineſt, the proud- 
eſt, moſt terrible. and at the fame time mott gentle 


animal, that ornaments the earth. A hundred 
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Gangaiids, with as many unicorns, would be ſuf- 
ficient to diſperſe innumerable armies. About two 
centuries ago, a king of India was mad enough to 
want to conquer this nation: he appeared, followed 
by ten thouſand elephants and a million of warriors, 
The unicorns pierced the elephants, juſt as Ihave 


ſeen upon your table beads pierced in golden bro- 
chets. The warriors fell under the [pres of the 


Gangarids, like crops of rice mowed by the people 
of the Eaſt. The king was taken priſoner, with 
upwards of fix thouſand men. He was bathed in the 
ſalutary water of the Ganges, followed the regimen 
of the country, which conſiſts only of vegetables, 
and in which nature there hath been amazingly li- 


beral to nourifh every breathing creature. Men 


who are fed with carnivorous aliments, and drench- 
ed with ſpirituous liquors, have aſharp aduſt blood, 


which turns their brains a hundred different ways. 


Their chief rage is a fury to ſpill their brother's 


| blood, and lying waſte fertile plains to reign Wo 


church-yards. Six full months were taken up 


_ curing the king of India of his diſorder 3 when ox 
8 judged that his pulſe was in a greater 


te of tranquillity, they certified this to the coun- 


_ cil of the Gangarids. The council, having follow- 


ed the advice of the unicorns, humanely ſent back 
the king of India, his filly court, and impotent war- 
riors, to their own country. This leſſon made 
them wiſe, and from that time the Indians reſpec- 
ted the Gangarids, as ignorant men, willing to be 
inſtructed, revere the Chaldean philoſophers they 
cannot equal. Apropos, my dear bird, faid the 
princeſs to him, do the Gangarids profeſs any re- 
ligion? bave they one? Madam, we meet to return 


thanks to God on the days of the full moon: the 
men in a great * made of cedar, and the wo- 
1 men 
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men in another, to prevent their devotion. beln 
diverted: all the birds aſſemble in a grove, ww 
the quadrupeds on a fine down, We thank God 
for all the benefits he has beſtowed upon. us: We 
have in particular ſome parrots that preach wonder- 
fully well. 25 
Sauach is the country of my dear Amazan; there 
J reſide; my friendſhip for him is as great as 
the love with which he has inſpired you. If you 
| will credit me, we will ſet out together, and you 
5 mall pay him a viſit. 

Really, my dear bird, this is a very pretty pro- 
feſſion of yours, replied the princeſs imiling, and 
who flamed with defire to undertake the journey, 
but did not dare ſay fo. I ſerve my friend, faid the 
bird; and, after the happineſs of loving you, the 
greateſt i is to be an aſſiſtant in your amours. 

Formoſanta was quite faſcinated ; ſhe fancied 
| herſelf tranſported. from earth, All ſhe had ſeen 
that day, all ſhe then ſaw, all ſhe heard, and parti- 
cularly what ſhe felt in her heart, ſo raviſhed her, as 
ar to ſurpaſs what thoſe fortunate Muſſulmen now 
eel, who, diſencumbered from their terreſtrial ties, 
find themſelves in the ninth heaven in the arms of 
their Houris, ſurrounded and penetrated with glory 
and celeſtial Ny: POT ag 


he 


hauſn, - 


1 3 


Fa 


| She paſſed the hits night In ſpeaking of Ama. 
zan. She no longer called him any thing but her 
ſhepherd; and from this time it was that the 
names of Shepherd and Lover were indiſcriminate- 
Iy uſed throughout every nation. 
Sometimes ſhe aſked the bird whether Men 5 
had had any other miſtreſſes. He anſwered No, 


and 
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and ſhe was at the ſummit of felicity. Sometimes 

ſhe aſked how he paſſed his life; and ſhe, with 
. tranſport, learnt, that it was employed in doing 
good, in cultivating arts, in penetrating into the 
ſecrets of nature, and improving himſelf. She at 
times wanted to know if the ſoul of her lover was 
of the ſame nature as that of her bird; ho it hap- 
pened that he had lived twenty thouſand years, 
When her lover was not above eighteen or nineteen. 
She put a hundred ſuch queſtions, to which the 


bird- replied with ſuch diſcretion as excited her cu- 


rioſity. At length fleep cloſed their eyes, and yield- 
ed up Formoſanta to the ſweet deluſion of dreams 


ſent by the gods, which ſometimes ſurpaſs reality 


itſelf, and which all the philoſophy of the Chalde- 
ans can ſearce explain. 

Formoſanta did not wake till very late. The 
day was far advanced, when the king her father 
entered her chamber. The bird received his ma- 
jeſty with reſpectful politeneſs, went before him, 


| Huttered his wings, ſtretched: his neck; and then 


replaced himſelf upon his orange tree. The king 


ſeated himſelf upon his ' daughter's bed, whoſe _ 


dreams had made her ſtill more e His 


large beard approached her lovely face, and after 


having twice embraced your he ons to her in theſe 


words: 

My dear daughter, you could not yeſlerday find 
a huſband agreeable to my wiſhes ; you nevertheleſs 
mult marry ; the proſperity of my empire requires 


it. I have conſulted the oracle, which you know 


never errs, and which directs all my conduct. His 
commands are, that you ſhould traverſe the globe: 


You muſt therefore begin your journey.—Ah ! 


doubtleſs, to the Gangaridy, faid the princeſs; and 
—” in uttering theſe words, which elcaped her, ſhe was 
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of her indiſcretion. The king, who was utterly 
ignorant of geography, aſked her what ſhe meant 
by the Gangarids? She eafily diverted the queſtions 
The king told her the muſt go upon a pilgrimage, 
that he had appointed the perſons who were to at- 
tend her, the dean of the counſellors of itate, the 
High almoner, 'a lady of honour, a phyſician, an 
apothecary, her bird, . all neceſſary domeſtics. . 

Formolanta, who had never been out of her fa- 
ther's palace, and who till the arrival of the three 
kings and Amazan had led a very inſipid life, ae- 
cording, to the etiquette of rank and the parade of 
pleaſure, was charmed at ſetting out upon a pilgri- 
mage. Who knows, ſaid ſhe, whiſpering to her 

heart, if the gods may not inſpire Amazan with the 
like deſire of going to the ſame chapel, and I may 
| Have the happineſs of again ſeeing the pilgrim? She 
affectionately thanked her 3 ſaying, ſhe had 
always entertained a ſecret devotion for the faint 
{he was going to viſit. 

Belus gave an excellent dinner to his gueſts, 
who were all men. They formed a very ill pi my 
ed company; kings, princes, miniſters, pontiffs, all 
jealous of each other ; all weighing their words, 
and equally embarraſſed with their neighbours and 
themſelves. The repaſt was very gloomy, though 
they drank pretty freely. The princeſſes remained 
in their apartments, each meditating upon their 
reſpective journey. They dined at their little co- 
ver. Formoſanta afterwards walked in the gardens 
with her dear bird, who, to amuſe her, flew from 

tree to tree, diſplaying his ſuperb tail and divine 


mage. 
The king of EgYPts who was heated with wine, 
not to ſay drunk, aſked one of his pages for a bow 


and arrow. This Prince was, in truth, the moſt 
| « un- 
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unſkilful archer in his whole kingdom. When he 


aimed at a mark, the place of the greateſt ſafety was 
„ the ſpot he hit. But the beautiful bird, 
flying as ſwiftly as the arrow, ſeemed to court it, 
and fell bleeding in the arms of Formoſanta. The 


Egyptian, burſting into a fooliſh laugh, retired to 


his place. The princeſs rent the ſkies with her 
moans, melted into tears, tore her hair and beat 
her breaſt. The dying bird ſaid to her in a low 
voice, Burn me, and fail not to carry my aſhes to 


the eaſt of the ancient city of Aden or Eden, and 
expoſe them to the ſun upon a little pile of cloves 


and cinnamon : after having uttered theſe words he 


expired; Formoſanta was for a long time in a 
ſwoon, and faw the light again only to burſt infighs 


and groans. Her father partaking of her grief, 
and imprecating the king of Egypt, did not doubt 
but this accident foretold ſome fatal event. He 
went haftily to conſult the oracle of his chapel. 
The oracle replied, A mixture of every thing ; life 
and death, infidelity and conſtancy, lofs and gain, ca- 
tamities and good fortune. Neither he nor his coun- 
cil could comprehend any meaning in this reply; 
but, at length, he was ſatisfied with having fulfilled 
the duties of devotion. _ 


His daughter was bathed in tears, whilſt he con- 
fulted the oracle; ſhe paid the funeral obſequies to 


the bird, which he had directed, and reſolved to 
carry its remains into Arabia at the riſk of her Iife. 
He was burnt in incombuſtible flax, with the o- 
range-tree on which he uſed to perch. She gather- 
ed up the aſhes in a little golden vaſe, ſet with ru- 


bies, and the diamonds taken from the lion's mouth. 
Oh! that ſhe could, inſtead of fulfilling this melan- 
choly duty, have burnt alive the deteltable king of 


Egypt This was her ſole wiſh, She, in ſpite, put 
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to death the two crocodiles, his two ſea horſes, his 
two zebars, his two rats, and had his two mummies 


thrown into the Euphrates. Had ſhe been poſſeſſ. 
ed of his bull Apis, ſhe would not have ſpared 


ä 


The king of Egypt, enraged at this a ont, ſet 


out immediately to forward his three hundred thou- 


ſand men. The king of India, ſeeing his ally de- 


part, ſer off alſo upon his return the ſame day, with 


a firm intention of joining his three hundred thou- 


Land Indians to the Egyptian army. The king of 
Scythia decamped in the night with the princeſs 


Aldea, fully reſolved to fight for her at the head 
of three hundred thouſand Scythians, and to re- 
ſtore her the inheritance of Babylon, which was 


her right, as ſhe was deſcended. from the eder 


un 

As for the Wee W ſhe ſet out at 
three in the morning with her earavan of pilgrims, 
flattering herſelf that ſhe might go into Arabia, and 


execute the laſt will of her bud; and that the juſtice 
of the gods would reſtore her the dear Amazan, 
without whom life was become inſupportable. 


When the king of Babylon awoke, he found all 
his company gone. How mighty feſtivals termi- 
nate! ſaid he; and what a ſurpriſing en they 
leave in the foul, when the hurry is over! But he 
was tranſported with a rage truly royal, when he 
found that princeis Aldea was carried off. He or- 


dered all his miniſters to be called up, and the 


council to be convened. Whilit they were dreſſing, 
he failed not to conſult the oracle; but he could 


never get from it any other than theſe words, ſs 


celebrated ſince throughout the univerſe: When 
girls are not married by ir e ny marry 


OP | | 
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Orders were immediately iſſued to march three 
hundred thouſand men againſt the king of Scythia. 
Thus was the torch of the moſt dreadful war lights 
ed up, which was produted by the amuſements of 
the fineſt feſtival ever given upon earth. Aſia was 
upon the point of being over-run by four armies of 
three hundred thouſand men each. It is plain, 
that the war of Troy, which aſtoniſhed the world 
ſome ages after, was mere childrens play in com- 
pariſon to this; but it ſhould alſo be conſidered, 
that in the Trojans quarrel, the obje& was nothing 
more than a very libidinous old woman, who had 
_ contrived to be twice run away with; whereas, in 
this caſe, the cauſe was tripartite—two girls and a 
The king of India went to meet his army upon 
the large fine road which then led ſtraight to Ba- 
bylon, at Cachemir. The king of Scythia flew 
with Aldea by the fine road which led to mount 
Immaus. All theſe fine roads have diſappeared in 
a ſeries of time, by reaſon of bad government. 
The king of Egypt had marched to the welt, along 
the coaſt of the little Mediterranean ſea, which 15 
the ignorant Hebrews have ſince called the Great 
As to the charming Formoſanta, ſhe purſued the 
road of Baſlora, planted with lofty palm trees, 
= which furniſhed a perpetual ſhade, and fruits at all 
| ſeaſons. The temple, in which ſhe was to perform 
her pilgrimage, was in Baſſora itſelf. The ſaint, to __ 
whom this temple. had been dedicated, was pretty - 8 
nearly in the ſtyle of him who was afterwards ado- 
red at Lampſacus. He not only procured young 
women huſbands, but he often ./ the hul- 
band's place. He was the holieſt faint in all 
ORR: H h Formo- 4 
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Formoſanta had no ſort of inclination for the 
ſaint: of Baſſora; ſhe only invoked her dear Gan- 
garidian ſhepherd, her charming Amazan. She 
propoſed embarking at Baſſora, and landing in 


| Arabia Felix, to perform what her decealed bird had 


commanded,” 

At the third ſtage, ſcarce had ſhe nog! into a 
120 inn, where her harbingers had made all the 
neceſſary preparations for her, when ſhe learnt that 
the king of Egypt was arrived there alſo. Inform- 


ed by his emiſſaries of the princeſs's route, he im- 
mediately altered his courſe, followed by a nume- 
raus eſcort. dans. alighted, he placed centinels at 


all the doors; then repaired to the beautiful Formo- 


fanta's apartment, when he addreſſed her by ſay- 


ing, Miſs, you are the lady 1 was in queſt of; you 
paid me very little attention when I was at Baby- 
lon; it is juſt to puniſh ſcornful capricious women: 
you will, if you pleaſe, be kind enough to ſup with 


me to night; you will have no other bed than 


mine, and I ſhall behave to you TT as I am 
ſatisfied with you. 

Formoſanta ſaw very well that ſhe was not the 
ſtrongeſt ; ſhe judged that good ſenſe conſiſted in 
knowing bow to conform to one's ſituation ;. ſhe 


reſolved to get rid of the king of Egypt by an inno- 


cent ſtratagem: ſhe looked to him through the 


corners of her eyes, which after-ages has called 
opling ; and thus ſhe ſpoke to him, with a modeſty, 
grace, and ſweetneſs, a confuſion, and a thouſand 
other charms, which would have made the wiſ⸗- 
eſt man a fool, and deceived the moſt diſcerning : 

I acknowledge, Sir, I always appeared with a 
_downcaſt look when you did the king my father 
the honour of viſiting him. I had ſome apprehen- 
ions for my nm 1 dreaded my too great ſimpli- 
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city; I trembled leſt my father and your rivals 
ſhould obſerve the preference I gave you; and which 


you ſo highly deſerved. I can now declare my. 
ſentiments. I ſwear by the bull Apis, which after 
you is the thing I reſpect the moſt in the world, 
that your propoſals have enchanted me. I have 
already ſupped with you at my father's, and I will 


ſup again here with you, without his being of the 
party; all that J requeſt of you is, that your high 
almoner ſhould drink with us: he appeared to me 
at Babylon to be an excellent gueſt; I have ſome _ 


Chiras wine remarkably good, I will make you 
both taſte it. As to your ſecond propoſition, it is 
very engaging ; but a girl well brought up ſhould 
not dwell upon it; ſatisfy yourſelf with being in- 


formed, that conſider you as the greateſt of kings, 


and the moſt amiable of men. 
This diſcourſe turned the king of E gypr s head; 


he agreed to have the almoner's company. l have 

another favour to aſk you, faid the princeſs, which 
is toallow me to ſpeak to my apothecary : women 
have always ſome little ails that require attention, 
' ſuch as vapours in the head, palpitations of the 
heart, colics, and the like, which at particular times 


require ſome aſſiſtance; in a word, I at preſent 
ſtand in need of my apothecary, and I hope you 


will not refuſe me this {light teſtimony of love. 
Mliis, replied the king of Egypt, though the de- 
ſigns of an apothecary are directly oppoſite to mine, 
and the objects of his art are directly contrary to 
thoſe, of mine, I know life too well to refuſe you fo 

juſt a demand; I will order him to attend you 
whilſt ſupper is preparing. l imagine you mult be 
ſomewhat fatigued by the journey; you will alſo 


have occaſion tor a chamber-maid, you may order 
her you like beſt to attend you; I will afterwards 


H h 2 | wait 
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wait your commands and conveniency. He retir» 
ed, and the apothecary, and chamber-maid, named 
Ila, entered. The princeſs had an entire con- 
fidence in her; ſhe ordered her to bring fix bottles 
of Chiras wine for ſupper, and to make all the cen - 
tinels, who had her officers under arreſt, drink the 
ſame; then ſhe recommended her apothecary to 
infuſe in all the bottles certain pharmaceutic drugs, 
which made thoſe who took them ſleep twenty- four 
hours, and with which he was always provided: 
She was punctually obeyed. The king returned 
with his high almoner in about half an hour's time; 
the converſation at ſupper was very gay; the king 
and the prieſt emptied the fix bottles, and acknow- 
leged there was no fuch good wine in Egypt : the 
chamber-maid was attentive to make the ſervants 
in-Waiting drink. As for the princeſs, ſhe took 
great care not to drink any herſelf, ſaying, that ſhe. 
was ordered by her phyſician a particular regimen, - 
They were all preſently aſleep. . 
Idle king of Egypt's almoner had one of the fin- 
eſt beards that a man of his rank could wear. For- 
moſanta lopt it off very ſkilfully; then ſewing it to 
a ribbon, ſhe put it on her own chin. She then 
dreſſed herſelf in the prieſt's robes, and decked her- 
ſelf in all the marks of his dignity, and her waiting- 
' maid clad herſelf like the ſacriſtan of the goddeſs 
I Iis; at length, having furniſhed herſelf with his 
urn and jewels, ſhe ſet out from the inn amidſt. the 
centinels, who were aſleep like their maſter. Her 
. - attendant had taken care to have two horſes read 
at the door. The princeſs could not take with her 
any of the officers of her train; they would have 
been ſtopt by the great guards. 5 
Formoſanta and Irla paſſed through ſeveral ranks 
of ſoldiers, who, taking the princeſs for the high- 
. | ; | Priel 3 
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prieſt; called her, My moſt Reverend Father in 


God, and aſked his bleſſing. The two fugitives - 
arrived in twenty-four hours at Baſſora, before the _ 
king awoke. They then threw off their diſguiſe, 


which might have created ſome ſuſpicion. They 
fitted out with all poſſible expedition a ſhip, which 


carried them by the Streights of Ormus, to the beau- 


tiful banks of Eden in Arabia Felix. This was 
that Eden, whoſe gardens were ſo famous, that 
they have ſince been the reſidence of the julteſt of 


mankind ; they were the model of the Elyfian 
fields, the gardens of the Heſperides, and thoſe of | 
the Fortunate Iſlands ; for in thoſe warm climates, 
men imagined there could be no greater felicity 


than ſhades and murmuring brooks. Jo live eter- 


nally: in heaven with the SupremeiB-1ng, or to walk 


in the garden of paradiſe, was the ſame thing to 
thoſe who inceffanily ſpoke without underſtanding 


one another, and who couid ſcarce have any diſtinct | 


ideas or juſt expreſſions. 
As ſoon as the princeſs found herſelf in this land, 


her firſt care was to pay her dear bird the funeral 
obſequies he had required of her. Her beautiful 
hands prepared a ſmall pile of cloves and cinna- 


mon. What was her ſurprize, when, having ſpread 
the aſhes of the bird upon this pile, the ſaw it blaze 


of itſelf ! They were alt preſently conſumed. In 


the place of the aſhes there appeared nothing but a 


large egg, from whence ſhe ſaw her bird iſſue more 
brilliant than ever. This was one of the moſt 
happy moments the princeſs had ever experienced 
in her whole life; there was but another that could 
ever be dearer to her; it was the 21 of her 
Nah but almoſt beyond her hopes. 

I plainly fee, faid ſhe to the bird, you are the 
 ph&nix winch I have heard ſo much ſpoken of. 


Tam. 
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| am almoſt ready to expire with joy and aſtoniſh · 
ment. TI did not believe in your reſurrection ; but 


it is my good fortune to be convinced of it. Reſur- 
reQtion; Madam, ſaid the phœnix to her, is one of 


the moſt ſimple things in the world. There is no- 


thing more aſtoniſhing in being -born twice than 


once. Every thing in this world is the effect of 
reſurrection; caterpillars, are regenerated into but- 
terflies ; a kernel put into the earth is regenerated 
into a tree. All animals buried in the earth re- 
generate into vegetations, herbs, and plants, and 
nouriſh other animals, of which they ſpeedily com- 


poſe part of the ſubſtance ; all particles which com- 


poſed bodies are transformed into different beings. 


It is true, that IJ am the only one to whom Oroſ- 
- made has granted the favour of nn in my 


own form. 

Formoſanta, who frm the moment ſhe firſt far 
Amazan and the phoenix, had paſſed all her time 
in a round of aſtoniſhment, ſaid to him, I can eaſi- 
ly conceive that the Supreme Being may form out 
of your aſhes a phœnix nearly reſembling yourſelf; 
but that you ſhould be preciſely the ſame perſon, 
that you ſhould have the ſame ſoul, is a thing, 1. 
acknowledge, I cannot very clearly comprehend. 


What became of your ſoul when I carried you in 


my pocket after your death? 

Good heavens, Madam ! is it not as eaſy for the 
great Oroſmade to continue action upon a ſingle 
atom of my being, as to begin afreſh this action? 
He had before granted me ſenſation, memory, and 
thought; he grants them to me again; whether 
he united this favour to an atom of elementary 
fire latent within me, or the aſſemblage of my or- 
gans, is, in reality, of no conſequence; men, as 


well as ene, are equally ignorant how 1 


CO me 


* 


8 - A 
« . - " : *. 


* 


The Princeſs of Babylon. 24 


come to paſs ; but the greateſt favour the Supreme- 
Being has beſtowed upon me, is to regenerate me | 
for you- Oh! that I may paſs the twenty-eight 7 
thouſand years which I have {till to live before my 2 
next reſurrection, with you and wy dear Ama- | 
zan! | 
My dear Ht remember what you firſt told 
me at Babylon, which I thall never forget, and 
which flattered me with the hope of again ſeeing 
my dear ſhepherd, whom I idolize ; we muſt abſo- 
lutely pay the Gangarids a viſit together, and I muſt 
carry him back with me to Babylon. This is pre- 
cCiſely my deſign, ſaid the phoenix; there is not a 
moment to loſe. We mult go in ſearch of Amiaz- 
an by the ſhorteſt road, that is, thro' the air. There 
are in Arabia Felix two griffins, who are my par- 
ticular friends, who live only a hundred and fifty 
thouſand leagues from hence; I am going to write 
to them by the pigeons poſt, and they will be here 
before night. We ſhall have time to work you a 
little convenient canopy with drawers, in which I 
you may place your proviſions. You will be quite 
at your eaſe in this vehicle, with your maid. Theſe 
two griffins are the moſt vigorous of their kind; 
each of them will ſupport one of the poles of the 
canopy between their claws. But, once for all, 
time is very precious. He immediately went with 
Formoſanta to order the canopy at an upholſterer's | 
of his- acquaintance. ' It was made complete in 
7 four hours. In the drawers were placed ſmall fine 
| loaves, biſcuits ſuperior to thoſe of Babylon, large 
lemons, pine-apples, cocoa and piſtachio nuts, Eden 
wine, which is as ſuperjor to that of or 6 Chir- „„ 
| as is to that of Surinam. | 1 
The canopy was as light as it was commodious 
and ſolid. The two o griffins arrived at Eden by the 


appoint- 
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appointed time. Formoſanta and Irla placed them- 


ſelves in the vehicle. The two griffins carried it 
off like a feather. The phoenix ſometimes flew 
after it, and ſometimes perched upon its back. 'Þ 0 
two griffins winged their way towards the G 


with the velocity of an arrow which rends the 4 


They never ſtopt but a moment at night, for the 


travellers to make ſome rerreſhment, and the car- 


riers to take a draught of water. 

They at length reached the country of the Gan- 
garids. The princeſs's heart palpitated with hope, 
ve, and joy. The phoenix ſtopt the vehicle be- 

fore the Amazan's houſe ; he deſired to ſpeak with 

him; but he had been abſent from home three 

hours, without any one aa whether he was 
one. 

” There are no monk even in the Gangaridian . 

language, that could expreſs Formoſanta's extreme 


deſpair. Alas! this is what I dreaded, faid the 


pheenix : the three hours which you paſſed at the 
inn upon the road to 2 with that wretched 


king of Egypt, have perhaps been at the price of 


the happinels of your whole life; I very ee fear 
we have loſt Amazan, without the . re- 
covering him. 

He then aſked the ſervants, if they could ſalute 
the lady his mother? She anſwered, Her huſband 


had died only two days before, and ſhe.could ſpeak 


to no one. The phoenix, who was not without 
influence in the houſe, introduced the princeſs of 


Babylon into a ſaloon, the walls of which were co- 


vered with -orange-tree-wood inlaid with ivory. 
The inferior ſhepherds and ſhepherdefles, who were 


_ dreſſed in long white garments with gold- coloured 


trimmings, ſerved her up, in a hundred plain porce- 
lain ballen, a hundred various delicious meats, 


. a | amongſt 
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n which no diſguiſed carcaſſes were to be 


een; they conſiſted of rice, ſago, vermicelli, maca- 
-roni, omelets, milk-eggs, cream, cheeſe, paſtry of 
.every kind, vegetables, fruit peculiarly odoriferous 


and grateful to the taſte, of which no idea can be 


formed in other climates; and they were accompa- 
nied with a profuſion of refreſhing guys RE | 
tothe fineſt wine. 


Whilſt the princeſs: regaled herſal, ſeated vpon 
a bed of roſes, four peacocks, who were luckily 
-mute, fanned her with their brilliant wings; two 


hundred birds, one hundred ſhepherds and ſhep- 
therdeffes, warbled a concert in two different choirs; 
the nightingales, thiſtlefinches, linnets, chafſinches, 


ſung the higher notes with the ſnepherdeſſes, and 
the ſhepherds ſung the tenor and the baſs. The 
princeſs acknowledged, that if there was more mag- 


nificence at Babylon, nature was infinitely more 


agreeable among the Gangarids; but whilft this 
conſolatory and voluptuous muſic was playing, 


tears flowed from her eyes, whilſt ſhe ſaid to the 
damſel Irla, Theſe fhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, 
| theſe nightingales, theſe linnets, are making love; 
and for my part, I am deprived of the Gangaridian 
| hero, the worthy object of my Lak tender and im- 
patient deſires. | 
Whilſt ſhe was taking tllis colladion, and tears 
and admiration kept pace with each other, the 
Pzheœnix addreſſed himſelf to Amazan's mother, 
_ Hying: Madam, you cannot avoid ſeeing the prin- 
ceſs of Babylon; you know—l know-every* thing, 
ſaid ſhe, even her adventure;at the inn upon che 


road to Baſſora; a black. bird related the whole to 


me this morning; and this cruel black bird is the 


cauſe of my ſor's going mad, and leaving his pa- 
4ernal abode.---Fou do not know, than, that the 
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s regenerated 1 me ?---No, my dear child, the 
| Pack bird told me that you were dead, and this 
made me inconfolable. I was ſo afflicted at this 
loſs, the death of my huſband, and the precipitate 
flight of my ſon, flat ordered my door to be ſhut 
to every one. But fince the princeſs of Babylon 
has done me the honour of paying me a viſit, 1 beg 
| the may be immediately introduced; 1 haye mat: 
ters of the laſt ' importance to acquaint her with, 
and 1 chuſe you ſhould be preſent. . She then went 
to meet the princels in another ſaloon. She could 
not walk very well; this lady was about three 
hundred years old; but ſhe had ſtill ſome agreeable ; 
t yeſtiges of beauty; . might be diſcovered, tbat 
about her two hundred and thirtieth, or two hun- 
dred and fortieth year, ſhe muſt have been a moſt : 
Charming woman. She receiyed Formoſanta with 
à xeſpectful nobleneſs, blended with an air of i in- 
tereſt and chagrin, which made a Ty Ty im- 
prefiiqui upon the princeſs. : 
Formoſanta immediately paid ber the FEY 
ments of condolence upon her huſband's death. 
Alas! faid the widow, you have more reaſon ta 
lament his death than you imagine. I am, doubt- 
leſs, greatly afflicted, faid Formoſanta, he was fa- 
ther to——here a flood of tears prevented her 
| from going on. For his ſake only I undertook 
- this journey, amidſt many perils, and narrowly eſ- 
caped many dangers. * For him I ieft my father; 
and the moſt ſplendid court in the — Wt was 
0 detained by a king of Egypt, whom I deteſt. Hav- 
Ing eſcaped from this raviſher, I have traverſed the 
air, in ſearch of the oply man I love: When l ar- 
live, he flies from me!----Here ſighs and tears ſtopt 
her farther harangue. 
His mener then laid to ber, Madam, when the 
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4 51 of Egypt carried you off when you ſupped with- 
him at an inn upon the road to Baſſora, when your 
beautiful hands filled, him bumpers of Chiras wine, 
did you obſerve a black-bird that flew about the 
room? Yes, really, ſaid the princeſs, I do now 


recollect there was ſuch a bird, " though I did not: | 


ten pay it any kind of attention; but in collecting 
my ideas, I now remember well; that at the inſtant 
when the king of Egypt got up from table to give 
ine a kiſs, the black - bird flew cut at the window 
in giving a loud cry, and never appeared after. 
Alas! Madam, reſumed Amazan's mother, this 
is preciſely the cauſe of all our misfortunes: my 
ſon had .diſpatched this black bird to gain intelli- 


gence of your health, and all that paſt at Babylon. | 


He propoſed ſpeedily. to return, throw himſelf at 
| 3 feet, and conſecrate to you the remainder of 
s life. You know not to what a pitch he adores 
you. All the Gangarids are both amorous and 
faithful; but m. n is the moſt paſſionate and con- 

_ ſtant of them all. The black-bird found: you at 
an inn, drinking very chearfully with the king of 
Egypt and a vile prieſt ; he afterwards ſaw you give 
this monarch, who had killed the phœnix, a fond 
embrace ;---the man my ſon holds in utter deteſta- 
tion. The black-bird, at the ſight of this, was 
| ſeized with a juſt indignation ; he flew away im- 
| precating your fatal amours: he returned this day; 
and has related every thing ; but, juſt Heaven, at 
what a juncture at the very time that my ſon was 
deploring with me the loſs of his father, and that df 
the phœnix, the very inſtant I had informed big | 

he was your couſin- german! 

Oh heavens | my couſin, Madam, i its it wabblgt. 
: how. can this be? And am fo > RAPP as to be thug 
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_ and verde miſerable as to have offended" 
My ſon is, I tell you, faid his ther: Jour co cou- 
fin; and I ſhalf preſently convimee you of it; but in 
becoming my relation, you rob me of my ſon 35 he | 
cannot ſurvive the grief which the embrace you 
gave to the king of Egypt has occaſioned him. 
Ahl my dear aunt, cried the: beautifu}:Forme- 
fant, T ſwear by him and” the all-powerfub-Orof- 
mades, that this embrace, ſo far from being crimi- 
nal, was the ſtrongeſt proof of love your ſon could 
receive from me., I diſobeyed my father for his 
fake. For him I went from the Euphrates to the 
Ganges. Fallen into the hands of the worthleſs 
Pharaoh of Egypt. I could not eſcape his clutches 
: bit by attifiee.- I call the: affies and ſoul of the 
p Enix, which were then in my pocket. to witneſs; 
> can do me juſtice. But how can your ſon, born 2 
upon the banks of the Ganges, be my conſin? I, 
whoſs 3 have reigned upon the banks of the 
- Euphrates for ſo many centuries? 
© You know, faid the venerable Ganyuridian lady 
fo her, that ydur grand- uncle, Aldea, was King of 
Babylon, and that he” was dethroned by Belus's 
father ?-- -Yes, Madam. Vou know that this Al 
dea had in marriage a daughter named Aldea, - 
brought up in your court. It was this prince, who, 
being perſecuted by your father; took refuge in our 
_ kappy country under another name: he, married 
me: by him Fbore young prince Aldea Amazan, 
the moſt beautiful, the moſt courageous, the 
ſtrongeſt, and molt virtuous of mortals ;---and' at 
this hour the maddeſt. He went to the Babyloni- - 
an feſtival upon the credit of your beauty; fince- 
that time he idolizes you, and, perhaps, I ſhall ne- 
ver u ſet J _ my dear ſon. | 
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. Sie then diſplayed to the princeſs all the titles 


of the houſe of the Aldeas. Formoſanta ſcarce © 


deigned to look at them. Ah! Madam, do we 


examine What is the objeQ of our deſire? My beart 


ſufficiently believes you. But where is Aldea Ama- 


zan? where is my kinſman, my lover, my king? 


where is my life? what road has he taken > I will 
feck for him in every ſphere: the Eternal Being has 


framed; and of which he is the greateſt ornament. | 
F will go into the ſtar Canope, into Sheuth, into 


Aldebaran ; Iwill go and convince him of my love- 
and my innocence. 1 


The phœnix juſtified the princeſs with regard to 


the crime that was imputed to her by wr black- 
bird, fondly embraeing the king of I gypt; but it 
Was neceſſary to undeceive Amazan and recal him. 
Birds are diſpatched on every fide, unicorns ſet 
forward on every road: news at length arrives that! 


Amazan took that towards China. Well, then, 


_ faid the princeſs, let us ſet out for China; 5: the- - 
journey is not long, and I hope I ſhall bring you 
back your ſon in a fortnight at fartheſt. At theſe 


words the tears of affection ſtreamed from his mo- 
ther's: eyes and thoſe of the princeſs ;---they moſt 


tenderly embraced in the n n. of their 


Hearts. 


The phœniĩx Anmödistety ordered a h wick: 
fix unicorns. Amazan's mother furniſhed two 


thoufand horſemen, and? made the princeſs her 


_ niece a prefent'of fome thouſands of the fineſt dia- 
monds of her country. Fhe phoenix, afflicted at 


the evil occaſioned by the black-bird's indiſcretion, 


ordered all the black- birds to quit the country; and Þ 


from that time none have-been met with 8 828 the eh 
| Banks: of _ . 


3 
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The anicgrns, in leſs than eight dads; 3 


* 


Formoſanta, Irla, and the phoenix, to Cambalu, the 


capital of China. This city was larger than that of 
Babylon, and its magnificence very different. Iheſe 


fteſh objects, theſe new manners, would have amu- 


fed Formoſanta could any thing but Amazan have 
ü engaged het. 


As ſoon as the emperor of China learnt that the | 


princeſs of Babylon was at one of the city gates, 


he diſpatched to her four thouſand Mandarines in 


ceremonial robes : they all proſtrated themſelves be- 


fore her, and preſented her with a compliment 

. -Avritten in golden letters upon a ſheet of Seeg filk.; 

2 Formoſanta told them, that if ſhe were poſſeſſed of 
four thouſand tongues, ſhe would not omit replying 


immediately to every Mandarin; but that having 
only one, ſhe hoped they would be, ſatisfied with 


her general thanks. They conducted her; in a 


reſpectful manner, to the emperor. - 
He was the moſt juſt, the politeſt, and wiſcſt 


monarch upon earth. "h was he who firſt tilled a 

fmall field with his own imperial hands, to make 
agriculture reſpectable to his people. He firſt 
allotted premiums to virtue: laws in all other coun- 


tries were ſhamefully confined to the puniſhment of 
erimes. This emperor had juſt baniſhed from his 


dominĩons a gang of foreign Bonzes, who had come 


from the extremities of the Weſt, with the frantic 


hope of compelling. all China to think like them- 
ſelves; and who, under pretence of teaching truths, 
had already Acquired. honours and riches. In ex- 
pelling them, he delivered himſelf in theſe words, 


which are recorded in the annals of the empire : 
Tou . here do as much harm as you have 
UT ; ele- 
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Amazan t to put himſelf at the head of my armies, 
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elſewhere ; you are come to preach dogmas of in- 


tolerance, in the moſt tolerating nation upon earth. 


I ſend you back, that I may never be compelled to 
puniſh: you. You will be honourably conducted 
ö * my frontiers ; you will be furniſhed with every 
thing neceſſary to return to the confines of the 
hemiſphere from whence you came. Depart in 


you can be at peace, and never return.“ 


princeſs of Babylon learnt with pleaſure this 
ſpeech and determination; ſhe was the more cer- 


tain of being well net at court, as. ſhe was 


very far from emtertaining any dogmas of intole- 


rance. The emperor of China, in dining with her 
tete-a tete, had the politeneſs to baniſh all diſagree- 


J pe, 


able etiguettes: ſhe preſented the phcenix to him, 


who was greatly carefled by the emperor, and whe 
perched upon his chair. Formoſanta, towards the 


end of the repait, ingenuouſly acquainted him with 


the cauſe of her journey, and intreated him ta 


ſearch for the beautiful Amazan in the city of Cam- 


balu; and in the mean while ſhe acquainted the 15 


emperor with her adyentures, without concealing 


the fatal paſſion with which her heart burnt for 


this youthful hero. Who da you mention him to? 
faid the emperor of China; he did me the pleaſure 
of coming to my court: I was enchanted with this 


amiable Amazan. , It is true, that he is deeply _ 


alflicted; but his graces are thereby the more at- 
fecting. No 3 of my favourites has more wit 


than him, there Is not a gown Mandarin who has 
more knowledge, not a military one who has a more 
martial or heroic air. His extreme youth adds an 


additional value to all his talents. ' If I were ſo 


unfortunate, ſo abandoned by the Lien and Chang. 


ti, as to deſire being a conqueror, I would defire 


and 


# 
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| 


and I fhould be ſure of conquering the whole uni- 


verſe. It is a great pity that his melancholy ſome. 


time: diſconcerts him. | 
Ah! Sir, ſaid Formoſanta, with much agitation 
8 grief, blended with an air of reproach, why did 
Jou not make me dine with him? This is a mortal 
" Rroke you have given me —ſend for him imme- 
diately. Madam, replied the emperor, he ſet out 
. this very morning, without acquainting me with 
his deſtination. For moſanta, turning towards the 
phœnix, ſaid to him, Did you ever know lo unfor- 
- tunate a damſel as myſelt? But, reſuming, ſhe ſaid, 
Sir, how came he to quit ſo polite a court. and in 
which, methinks, -one might pls one's Me, in ſo 
abrupt a manner? | 
This was the caſe, Nn EN) "IO "Ons of the 
molt amiable of rhe princeſſes of the blood, falling 
deſperately in love with him, fixed a- rendezvous to 
meet him at noon; he ſet out at day: break leaving 


3 this billet for my kinkwoman, 1 whom 1 it hath Ron a 


, ( 


deluge of tears: 

© Beautiful princeſs of the blood f China, vou 
are deſerving of a heart that was never offered up 
to any other altar; I have ſworn to the immortal 
3 never to love any other than Formoſanta 
princeſs of Babylon, and to teach her how to con- 
Auer one's deſires in travelling. She has had the 
misfortune to yield to a Horthleſs king of Egypt; 
I am the moſt unfortunate of men; 1 have loſt 
father and the phoenix, and the hope of being lov- 
ed by Formoſanta. I left my mother in affliction, 
and my country, unable to live a moment in that 
ſpot where I learnt that Formoſanta loved another 
than me. I ſwore to traverſe the earth, and be 


e : You would * me, and the gods 
SE Bu | puniſh 
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puniſh me, if I violated my oath: chuſe another 
lover, Madam, and be as faithful as I am.“ 


* - 


Ah! give me that miraculous letter, ſaid the 
beautiful Formoſanta, it will afford me ſome con- 
ſolation: Iam happy in the midſt of my misfor- 
tunes: Amazan loves me; Amazan for me re- 
nounces the embraces of princeſſes of China; there 


is no one upon earth but himſelf endowed, with ſo 
much fortitude; he ſets me a moſt brilliant name 
it: 


ple; the phœnix knows I did not ſtand in need of 


- how cruel it is to be deprived of one's lover for the 


moſt innocent embrace given through pure fidelity! 


But, in fine; whither is he gone? what road has he 


taken? Deign to inform me; and I will ſet out. 


I! e emperor of China told her, that, according 


7 


to the reports he had received, het lover had taken 


the road towards Scythia: The unicorns. were im- 
mediately harneſſed, and the princeſs, after the 
moſt tender compliments, took leave of the empe- 


ror, with the pheenix, her chamber-maid Irla, and 
%% fd oo ion bb 
As ſoon as ſhe arrived in Scythia, ſhe was more 
convinced than ever how much men and govern- 
ments differed, and would differ, till ſuch time as 
ſome more enlightened people ſhould by degrees 
remove that cloud of darkneſs which had covered 
the earth for ſo many ages; and till there ſhould be 
found in barbarous climes, heroic ſouls, who would 
have ſtrength and perſeverance enough to tranſ- 
form brutes into men. There ate no cities in 
Seythia, conſequently no agreeable arts; nothing 
was to bs ſeen but extenſive fields, and whole nations 


whoſe ſole habitations were tents and chars. Such 


* 


an appearance ſtruck. her with terror. Formoſaria : 


_ enquired in what tent or char the king was lodged! 


_ 'Bhe was informed that he had ſet out eight days 
Rv 4 3 8 | ee 
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before with three hundred thouſand cavalry to 80. 
tack the king of Babylon, whoſe niece, the beauti- | 
ful princeſs Aldea, he catried off. 
What! hath he run away with my couſin, eried 
Formoſanta? I could not have imagined ſuch an 
incident. What! is my couſin, who was too happy 
in paying her court to me, become a queen, and 1 
am not yet married? She was immediately con- 
Aucted, by her deſire, to the queen's tent. | 
Their unexpected meeting in ſuch diſtant climes; 
the uncommon occurrences they mutually had to 
impart to each other, gave ſuch charms to this in- 
terview, as made them forget they never loved one 
another : they ſaw each other with tranſport; and 
A foft illuſion ſupplied the place of real tenderneſs: 
i = embraced with tears; and there was a cordia- 
7nd frankneſs on each fide that could not have 
place in a palace. 
| Aide remembered che Phechkz rd the waiting- 
aid Irla. She preſented her couſin with zibelin 
_ -Kkins, who in return gave her diamonds. The 
War between the two kings was ſpoken of. They 
deplored the ſtate of men, the victims of the Ord 


1 


SE" prinees, when two honeſt men might ſettle tlie 


_ Ufferente, without a ſingle throat being cut, in 
leſs than an hour: but the principal topic was the 
handſome ſtranger, who had conquered lions, given 
the largeſt diamonds in the univerſe, the Writer 
of bal gals, now become the moſt miſerable of 


men from ce intelligence of a black bird. He is 


my dear brother, faid Aldea. He is my lover, 
cried Formofanta: you have, doubtleſs, ſeen him; 
Is he ſtill here? for, coufin, he knows he is your 
brother; he cannot have left you ſo abruptly" as he 
cid the king of China” 
* 1 ſeen _ f 8904 heaven ! ves, he paſſed 


four 
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four whole days with me. Ah! couſin, how much 
my brother is to blame! A falſe report has abſo- 
lutely turned his brain; he roams about the world, 
witaout knowing whither he is deſtined. Image 
to yourſelf, that his phrenſy is ſo great, that he has 
refuſed the favours of the handſomeſt Scythian lady 
in all Scythia. He ſet out yeſterday, after writing 
her aletter which has thrown her into deſpair. As 
for him, he is gone to viſit the Cimmerians. God 
be thanked! cried Formoſanta ; 3 another refuſal in 
my favour ! My good fortune is beyond my . 
as my misfortunes ſurpaſſed my greateſt apprehen- 
_ Hons, Procure me this charming letter, that I may 
ſet out and follow him, loaded with his ſacrifices, 
Farewell, couſin! Amazan is among the Cimmeri- 
ans, and I fly to meet him. f 
Aldea judged that the princeſs her couſin wag 
ſtill more frantic than her brother Amazan. But 
as ſhe had herſelf been ſenſible of the effects of 00 
epidemic contagion, having given up the deli 
and magnificence of Babylon for a king of Scyt 4 : 
and as the women always excuſe thoſe follies th 
are the effects of love, the felt for Formoſanta' 3 
affliction, wiſhed her a happy journey, and promiſ- 
ed to be her advocate with her brother, if ever the 
was ſo es as to ſee Hh again. 


8 6. 


Mr Serthia the pike of Palanan, with her 
pheenix, arrived ſoon at the empire of the Cimme- 
rians, a country indeed much leſs popalons: £ 208 
-Scythia, but of. far greater extent. 

After a few days journey, the entered a very 


1 large city, which has of late been greatly Hons | 


* the n. emprels > 1 og herleli was Wt there 
at 
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at that time, but was making a progreſs Ghrowgh * tt 

her dominions, on the frontiers of Europe and th 

Afia, in order to judge of their ſtate and condition bi 

with her own eyes, to enquire into their grievances, ef 

and to provide the proper remedies for them. E. 
The principal magiſtrate of that antient capital, P+ 

as ſoon as he was informed of the arrival of the ſe! 

| Babylonian lady and the phcenix, loſt no time in de 
paying her all the honours of the country; being ne 

| certain that his miſtreſs, the moſt polite and gene- co 
rous princeſs in the world, would be extremely ab 
well pleaſed to find that he had received ſo illuſtri- Eg 

: dus a lady with all that reſpe& which ſhe herſelf, KK uf 
if on the ſpot, would have ſhewed her. 

I᷑ be princeſs: was lodgtd in the palace, and en- all 
tertained with great ſplendor and elegance. The en 
Cimmerian lord, who was an excellent natural ſoc 
philoſopher, trend himſelf in converſing with * 

the phcenix, at ſuch times as the princeſs choſe to ſhe 

retire to her own apartment, The phcenix told KM i#ht 

him, that he had formerly travelled among the ob 

| Cimmerians, but that he ſhould not have known du 
XY the country again. How comes it, ſaid he, that fur 
ſuch prodigious changes have been brought about of 

in ſo ffiort a time? Formerly, when I was here, eve 

about three hundred years ago, I ſaw nothing but the 

ſavage nature in all her horrors; at preſent, I per- mo 

ceive induſtry, arts, ſplendor, and politeneſs. This ple 

mighty revolution, + pps the Cimmerian, was be- ear 

45 gun by one man, and is now carried to perfection Ses 

y one woman; a Woman who is a greater legiſla- No 

ö tor than the Iſis of the Egyptians, or the Ceres of thi: 
* the Greeks. Moſt lawgivers have been unhappy ciet 
inna narrow genius and an arbitrary diſpoſition, has 
| which confined: their views to the countries, they and 
"bat each of Few looked upon bis own, as neff 
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the only people exiſting upon the earth, or as if 


they ought to be at enmity with all the reſt: they 


have formed inſtitutions, introduced cuſtoms, and 


eſtabliſhed a religion for them alone. Thus the 
Egyptians, ſo famous for thoſe heaps of ſtones called 


Pyramids, have diſhonoured and beſotted them- 


ſelves with their barbarous ſuperſtitions. They 
deſpiſe all other nations as profane; refuſe all man- 


ner of intercourſe with them; and, excepting thoſe 
converſant in the court, who now and. then riſe 
above the prejudices of the vulgar, there is not an 


Egyptian who will eat off a plate that had ever been 
uſed by a ſtranger. Their prieſts are equally cru- 
el and abſurd. It were better to have no laws at 


all, and to follow thoſe notions of right and wrong 
engraven on our hearts by nature, than to n 


ſociety to inſtitutions ſo inhoſpitable. 
Our empreſs has adopted a quite different ſyſtem; 


ſhe conſiders her vaſt dominions, under which all 


the meridians on the globe are united, as under an 
obligation of correſpondence with all the nations 


dwelling under thoſe meridians. The firſt and moſt 


fundamental of her laws, is an univerſal toleration 


of all religions, and an unbounded compaſſion for 


every error. Her penetrating genius perceives, that 
though the modes of religious worſhip differ, yet 
morality is every where the ſame: by this princi- 
ple, ſhe has united her people to all the nations on 
earth, and the Cimmerians will ſoon confider the 
Scandinavians and the Chineſe as their brethren. 
Not fatisfied with this, ſhe has reſolved to eſtabliſh 
this invaluable toleration, the ſtrongeſt link of ſo- 
ciety among her neighbours : by theſe means, ſhe 


has obtained the title of the Parent of her country; 


and, if-ſhe 3 will ON that of the Be- 
pefabtreſ of mankind. - 


Before 


1 
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Before her time, the men, who were unhappily 


poſſeſſed of power, ſent out legions of murderers 
to ravage unknown countries, and to water with 


the blood of the children the inheritance of their 


fathers. Thoſe aſſaſſins were called Heroes, and 


their robberies accounted glorious atchievements. 


But our fovereign courts another fort of glory; ſhe 
has ſent forth her armies to be the meſſengers of 


eace; not only to prevent men from being the 


| deſtroyers, but to oblige them to be the benefac- 


tors, of one another. ' Her ſtandards are the en- 
ſigns of public tranquillity. 5 

The phoenix was quite charmed with what he 
heard from this nobleman; he told him, that 


though he had lived twenty-ſeven thouſand nine 


hundred years and ſeven months in this world, he 
had never ſeen any thing like it. He then enquir- 


ed after his friend Amazan. The Cimmerian gave 


the ſame account of him that the princeſs had al- 


75 z ready heard from the Chineſe and the Scythians. 


It was Amazan's conſtant practice to run away from 


all the courts he viſited, the inſtant any lady made 


him an aſſignation, apprehending he might be pre- 


vailed upon to give ſome proofs of human frailty. 
The phoenix ſoon acquainted Formoſanta with this 
Freſh inſtance of Amazan's fidelity; a fidelity ſo 


much'the more ſurpriſing, fince he could not ima- 


4 gine his princeſs would ever hear of it. 


Amazan had ſet out for Scandinavia, where he 


Was entertained with | fights {till more ſurpriſing. 


In this place, he beheld monarchy and liberty ſub- 


fiſting together in a manner thought incompatible 
in other ſtates ; the labourers of the ground ſhared 
in the legiſlature with the grandees of the realm. 


In another place he ſaw what was ſtill more extra- 
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treme youth and uprightneſs, who poſſeſſed a ſove- 


reign authority over his country, acquired by a ſo- 
lemn contract with his people. 


Amazan beheld a philoſopher on tlie wrde of | 
Sarmatia, who might be called a king of anarchy ; 
for he was the chief of a hundred thouſand petty 
kings, one of whom with his ſingle voice could ren- 
der Fneffectual the reſolutions of all the reſt. Eolus 
had not more difficulty to keep the warring winds 
within their proper bounds, than this monarch to 


reconcile thetumultuous diſcordant ſpirits of his ſub- 
jets. He was the maſter of a ſhip ſurrounded with 
eternal ſtorms; but the veſſel did not founder, for 


he was an excellent pilot! 


In traverſing thoſe various countries, fo different 5 
from his own, Amazan perſevered in rejecting all 


the favourable advances made to him by the ladies, 


though inceſſantly diſtracted with the embrace given 
by Formoſanta to the king of Egypt, being reſolved 
to ſet Formoſanta an amazing example of an un- 
ſhaken and unparalleled fidelity. 


The princeſs of Babylon was conſtantly cloſe Atl. 


his heels, and ſcarce ever miſſed of him but by 


a day or two; without the one being tired f 


5 or the other loſing a moment in e 
. 


Thus he ee the immenſe continent of Ger- 


many, where he beheld with wonder, the progreſs 

 whichreafon and philoſophy had made in the North; 
even their princes were enlightened, and were 
decome the patrons of freedom of thought. Their 


education had not been truſted to men who had an 


intereſt in deceiving them, or who were themſelves 
deceived ; they were brought up in the knowledge 
of univerſal morality, and in the contempt of ſu- | 


e my had n from all their eſtates 
a ſenſe- 
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a ſenſeleſs cuſtom which had enervated and depo- 
pulated the ſouthern countries; this was to bury 
alive in immenſe dungeons, . infinite numbers of 
both ſexes who were eternally ſeparated from one 


another, and ſworn to have no communication to- 


gether. This madneſs had contributed more than 
the nol crucl wars to lay; waſte and davage the 
earth; 5... 

The princeſs af the North had at laſt found out, 
las if they wanted a good breed of horſes, they 
muſt not ſeparate the fineſt ſtallions from the 
Mares. They had likewiſe exploded other errors 
equally, abſurd and pernicious ; in ſhort, men had 
at laſt yentured to make uſe of their reaſon in thoſe 
immenſe regions; whereas it was ſtill believed al- 


moſt every where elle, that they could not be 8 | 
"ones de in eee to Aer} el 
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From 8 Amazan artived, at W Ll 5 


Where his perpetual chagrin was in a gopd meaſure 
alleviated, by preferving among the inhabitants 


a faint reſemblance of his happy countrymen 
the Gangarids. There he ſaw liberty, property; 
equality, plenty, with toleration in religion; but 


the ladies were ſo indifferent, that not one wade him 
any amorous advances; a thing he had never met 


with before. It is true, had he been inclined to 
addreſs them, they would have yielded one after 
another; though, at the ſame time, not one would 


bave been the leaſt in love; but he was far from 


any thoughts of making conqueſts; ads tot: Chak 


Formoſanta had nearly caught him in this infi- 


pid nation: he. had ſet out but a moment before 
r arrival. 


Amazäan 
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Amazan had. heard ſo much among the Batavi- | 
ans in praiſe of a certain iſland called Albion, that 114" 
he was led by curioſity to embark with his uni- — 
corns on board a ſhip, which, with a favourable © 
eafterly wind, carried him in four hours to that 19 

celebrated country, more famous than Tyre, or the , 1 
Atlantic iſland. ä 1 8 4 
The beautiful Furthaſangh; who kia; followed C 
n as it were on the ſcent, to the banks of tzge 
Wolga, the Viſtula, the Elbe, and the Weſer, and 11 
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had never been above a day or two behind him, 


arrived ſoon after at the mouths of the Rhine, 11 
where it e CEE its waters into the German Pa 4 | 


9 5 „ " 
Here ſhe learned * her Calan Amazan had . 1 
juſt ſet fail for Albion. She thought ſhe ſaw the 
veſſel on board of which he was, and could not 
help crying out for joy : at which the Batavian 
ladies were greatly ſurpriſed, not imagining that a 
young man could poſſibly occafion ſo violent a tran- 
ſport. They took, indeed, but little notice of the 
phcenix, as they reckoned his feathets would not 
fetch near ſo good a price as thoſe of their own 
ducks, and other water-fowl: The princeſs of Ba- 
bylon hired two veſſels to carry herſelf and her re- 
tinue to that happy iſland, which was ſoon to poſſeſs. 
the only obje& of her defires, the ſoul of her life, 
and the god of her heart. 
An unpropitious wind from the weſt aroſe of a 
ſudden, juſt as the faithful and unhappy. Amazan- 
landed on the Albion ſhore, and detained the ſhips 
of the Babylonian princeſs, juſt as they were going 
to put to ſes. Seized with a deep melancho]y, ſhe . 
| betook herſelf to bed, determined to remain there 
till the wind mould change; but it blew for the 


5 : BH of eight GT with an unremitting violence. 
Vor. I. e The 
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+ Fhe princeſs, during this age of eight days, em. 
ployed her maid of honour Irla in reading roman- 
ces; which were not indeed written by the Bata- 
vians; but as they are the factors of the univerſe, 
they traffick in the wit as well as commodities ef 
other nations. —Fhe princeſs purchaſed of Mark. 
Michael Rey, the bookſeller, all the novels which: 
had been written by the Aufonians and the Wel- 
ches, the ſale of which had been wiſely prohibited 
among thoſe nations, to enrich their nerghbours the 


1 Raus ian. She expected to find in thoſe hiſtories 


ſame adventure ſimilar to her own, which might 
alleviate her grief The maid of honour read, the 
pheenix gave his advice, and the princeſs, finding 


nothing in the Fortunate Country Maid, in Tanſai, 5 


or in the Sophia; that had the leaſt reſemblance to 
her own affairs, interrupted the reader Fay mo- 


ment, ** _ . the wind. ſkood © 15 
8 8. | 


\ 


In * mean time SOROS IPTG on the road to 


the capital of Albion, in his coach and ſix uni- 
_ eorns, all his thoughts employed on his dear prin- 
ceſs: at x {mall diſtance he perceived a carriage 


overturned in a ditch; the ſervants had gone differ- 
ent ways in queſt of aſſiſtanee, but the owner kept 

his feat, ſmoaking his pipe with great tranquillity, 
without teſtifying the ſmalleſt impatience: his name 


was My Lord What then, in the language from 

which E tranſate theſe memoirs. _ 
Amazan made all the haſte poſſibly to help him, 
-and with his ſimple arm ſet the carriage to rights, 
lo much was his ſtrength ſuperior to that of other” 


men. My Lord What-then took no other notice of 
6. en than faying, 4 A ſtout Os by G—d! in the 


mean 


poſe, and fell upon the {tranger. They abuſed 

him, called him outlandiſh dog, and D 
him to ſtrip and box. 

Amaan ſeized a brace of them in each band, 


and threw them twenty paces from him; the reſt 


| ſeeing this, pulled off their hats, and bowing with 


great reſpect, aſked his honour for ſomething to 


drink. His honour gave them more money than 


they had ever feen in their lives before. My Lord 
What-then now expreſied great eſteem for him, 
and aſked him to dinner at his country: houſe, about 
three miles off. His invitation being accepted, 
he went into Amazan's coach, his own being out 


of order by the accident. 


After a quarter of an hour's ſilence, My Tha 
What then looking upon Amazan for a moment, 


ſaid, How d'ye ef which, by the way, is a phraſe 
without any meaning; adding, You have got fix 
fine unicorns there. After which he fella {moak- 
ing as uſual. 

\ Che traveller told him tis unicorns were at bis 
ſervice, and that he had brought them from the 
country of the Gangaxids: from thence he took. 
occaſion to inform him of his affair with the prin- 
ceſs of Babylon, and the unlucky kiſs ſhe had given 
the king of Egypt: to which the other made no 
reply, being very indifferent whether there were 
any ſuch people in the world, as a king of Egypt 
or a princeſs, of Babylon. He remained dumb for 
another quarter of an hour z after which he aſked 
his companion a ſecond tune how he did, and whe- 


ther they had any good roaſt beef among the Gan. 


garids. Amazan anſwered with his wonted polite- 
—_ That "y did not eat their brethren on the 
: L1z2 banks 
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mean time e ne people, being come up,flew | 
into a great paſſion at being called out to no pur- 


— 
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banks of the Ganges ; he then explainef to o him : 
that ſyſtem which many ages afterwards was ſur- 

named the Pythagorean philoſophy. But My 
Lord fell aſleep in the mean time, and made but 
one nap of it till he came to his own houſe. 

He was married to a young and charming wo. 
man, on whom nature had beſtowed a ſoul as lively 
and ſenſible as her huſband's was dull and ſtupid. 
Several gentlemen of Albion had that day come 
to dine with her; among whom there were cha- 


 _ raQtexs of all forts; for that country having been 


almoſt always under the government of foreigners, 
the families that had come over with theſe princes 
had imported their different manners. There were 
in this company ſome perſons of a very amiable diſ- 
| Poſition, others of a ſuperior Senins, and a few of 
very profound learning. 
_ . Themiſtreſs of the houſe had none of that auk- 
ward affected ſtiffneſs, that falſe modeſty, with 
which the young Albion ladies were then reproach- 
ed; ſhe did not conceal, by a ſcornful look and an 
; affected taciturnity, her deficiency of ideas; and 


_- the embarraſſing humility of having nothing to ſlay. 


Never was a woman more engaging. She receiv- 
ed Amazan with a grace and politeneſs that were 
quite natural to her. The extreme beauty of this 
young ſtranger, and the ſudden compariſon ſhe 
could not help making between him and her huſ- 
band, ny ſtruck her in a moſt ſenſible 
6 manner. 5 ( 

Dinner being ſerved, ſhe vladed Aan at her 
ſide, and helped him to all bort of puddings, hav- 
ing learned ba himſelf that the Gangarids never 


i, ted upon any thing which had received from the 


gods the celeſtial gift of life. His beauty and 
fegen, the manners of _ Rr the . 
4 O | 
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al arts, religion, and government, were the ſubjects 


of a converſation equally agreeable and inſtructive 


all the time of the entertainment, which laſted till 
night: during which My Lord What-then did no- 
thing but puſh the bottle about, And call for the 


toaſt. | 


After dinner, while my y lady was en the 


tea, ſtill feeding her eyes on the young ſtranger, he 


entered into a long converſation with a member of 


parliament; ; for every one knows that there was, 
even then, a parliament called Wittenagenot, or 
the Aſſembly of wife. men. Amazan enquired in- 
to the conſtitution, laws, manners, cuſtoms; forces, 
and arts, which made this country ſo reſpectable; 


and the member W him 1 in the rags. 
manner: | 

For a long time we went dark 8 though | 
our climate is none of the hotteſt. We were like- 
wiſe for a long time enſlaved by a peaple: come 
from the ancient country of Saturn, watered by 


the Tiber. But the miſchiefs we have done one 


another have greatly exceeded all that we ever ſuf- 


fered from our firſt conquerors. One of our princes 


carried his daſtardlineſs to ſuch a pitch, as to de- 
clare himſelf the ſub) ect of a prieſt, who dwells alſo 


on the banks of 8 Tiber, 2 is called the Old 


Man of the Seven Mountains: it has been the fate 
of theſe ſeven mountains to .domineer over the 


greateſt part of Europe, then: inhabited; by: Þrutes | 


in human ſhape. 


To thoſe times of 3 and Aa men 955 


ceeded the ages of barbarity and confuſion. - Our 


country, more tempeſtuous than the ſurrounding 
ocean, has been ravaged and drenched in blood by 
Hur civil diſcords; many of our crowned heads 
have periſhed * a violent death: : above a en 
red 
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Ared princes of the royal blood have ended their 


days on the ſcaffold, whilſt the hearts of their ad- 


Herents have been torn from their breaſts, and 


fthrovn in their faces. In ſhort, it is the province | 
of the hangman to write the hiſtory of our ifland, - 


Jeeing this perſonage Bas finally determined all our 
affairs of moment. 


But to crown theſe horrors, it 18 not very long 


fince ſome fellows wearing black mantles, and o- 
thers who caſt white ſhirts over their jackets, ha- 


ving been bitten by mad dogs, communicated their 
madneſs to the whole nation. Our country was 
then divided into two. parties, the murderers and 


che mardered, the executioners and the ſufferers, 
| ers and ſlaves; and all in the name of God, 
and whilſt they were feeking the Lord. 


Who would have gmagined, that from this hor- 


rible abyſs, this chaos of digenkien, cruelty, igno- 
rance, and fanaticiſm, a government ſhould at laſt 


Tpzing up, the molt. perfect, it may be ſaid, now in 


the . ; yet ſuch has been the event. A prince, 
Honoured and wealthy, all- powerful to do good, 
without any power to do evil, is at the head of a 


free, warlike, commercial, and enhghtened nation. 


The nobles on one hand, and the repreſentatives of 


che people on the other, ſhare the legillature with 8 


the monarch. 
We have ſeen, by 2 ſingular fatality of events, 


diſorder, civil wars, anarchy and wretchedneſs, lay 


waſte the country, when our kings aimed at arbi- 
whereas tranquillity, riches, and uni- 


— — have only reigned among us, when 
the prince has remained ſatisfied with a limited au- 
thority. All order has been ſubverted whilſt we 
were diſputing about myſteries, but was re- eſtabliſi- 


ed the moment we grew wiſe enough to deſpiſe 


/ 
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them. Our vi&orious fleets carry our glory over 
all the ocean; our laws place our lives and for- 
tunes in ſecurity 5 no judge can explain them in an 


arbitrary manner, and no deciſion is ever given 
without the reaſons aſſi 2 for it. We ſhould pu- 


niſh a judge as an aſſaſſin, who ſhould condemn a 
citizen to death without declaring the evidence 


which accuſed him, and the law men he 
was convicted. 


It is true, there are e always two parties among | 


us, who are continually- writing and intriguing a- 
gainſt each other; but they conſtantly re-unite, 
whenever it is: needfal to arm in defence of liberty 
and our country. Theſe two parties watch over 
one another, and mutually prevent the violation of 
the ſacred depoſit of the laws: they hate one ano- 
ther, but they love the ſtate; they are like thoſe 


jealous lovers, who pay court to the lame mrſs 
with a ſpirit of emulation. 


From the ſame fund of genius by which we 


diſcovered and ſupported the natural rights of man- 
kind, we have carried the ſciences to the higheſt 
pitch to. which they can attain among men. Your 
Egyptians, who paſs for ſuch great mechanics; 
your Indians, who are believed to be ſueh great 


philoſophers; your Babylonians, who boaſt of ha- 
ving obſerved the ſtars {or tife courſe of four hun- 


dred and thirty thouſand years; the Greeks, who 


have written ſo much, and ſaid ſo little, know in 


reality nothing in compariſon. of our ſhalloweſt - 
fcholars, who have ſtudied the diſcoveries of out 

reat maſters. We have raviſhed more fecrets 
2 Nature, in the ſpace of an hundred years, than 
_ the human ſpecies has been. able: to diſcover in as 


men. ages. 


This is a true account of our preſent ines + 


have 
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| have concealed from you neither the good: nor the 
bad ; neither our ſhame nor our glory ; ; and [ have 


exaggerated nothing. 


At this diſcourſe Amazan felt a ſtrong Sane 
to be inſtructed in thoſe ſublime ſciences his friend 
ſpoke of ; and if his paſſion for the princefs of Ba- 
bylon, his filial duty to his mother whom he had 
quitted, and his love for his native country, had 
not made ſtrong remonſtrances to his diſtempered 
heart, he would willingly have ſpent the remainder 
of his life in Albion. But that unfortunate kiſs 
his princeſs had given the king of Egypt, did not 
leave his mind at ſufß cient caſe to ſtudy: nag ab- 
ſtruſe ſciences. ' | 

I confeſs, ſaid he, mn ande a ſolemn vow to 
roam about the world, and to eſcape from myſelf. 
I have a curiofity to ſee that ancient land of Saturn, 
chat people of the Tiber and of the Seven Moun- 
tains, who have been heretofore their” maſters; 
they muſt undoubtedly be the firſt people on earth. 
I adviſe you by all means, anſwered the member, 
to take that journey, if you have the ſmalleſt taſte 
for muſic or painting, Even we ourſelves frequent- 
ly carry our ſpleen and melancholy to the Seven 
Mountains. But you wilt be greatly ſurpriſed 
wu you ſee the deſcendants of our conquerors. 

This was a long cohverfation, and Amazan was 
a little touched in the head. He ſpoke in ſo agree- 
able a manner, his voice was fo charming, his 
whole behaviour fo noble and engaging, that the 
miſtreſs of the houſe could nor reſiſt the pleaſure of 
bung a little private chat with him in her turn. 
| She tenderly ſqueezed his hand as ſhe ſpoke, and 
darted ſuch looks at him, from her wary and ſpark- 


ling eyes, that they ſhot deſire through every move-' 
ment of the foul, She kept him to ſupper, and to 


ſleep 
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ſleep there chat night. Every moment, every 
word, every look, inflamed her paſſion. When all 
were retired 1 to reſt, the ſent him a little billet, doux, | 
not doubting he would come to entertain her in 
| bed, whilſt My Lord What - then. was aſleep in his. 
Amazan had 3 more the courage to reſiſt; ſuch 


marvellous effects does a grain of folly produce i in | 


an exalted and deeply-wounded mind! ; 

- Amazan, according to cuſtom; wrote the lady an 
anſwer full of reſpect, repreſenting to her the ſa- 
credneſs of his oath, and the ſtrict obligation he 

was under to teach the princeſs of Babylon to con- 
quer her paſſions by! bis example; after which he 
harneſſed his unicorns and departed for Batavia, 
leaving all the company in deep, admiration of him, 
and the lady in profound deſpair. In the agonies 
ol her grief ſhe dropt Amazan's letter. My Lord 
 What-then read it next morning: Damn it, ſaid 
he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, what ſtuff and non- 
ſenſe have we got here? and then rode out a fox- 
Hunting with ſome of his drunken neighbours. . 

Amazan was already failing upon the ſea; poſ- 


feſſed of a geographical, chart; with which he had: 
been preſented. by the learned Albion he had con- 
Ferſed with at Lord What-then's. He was extreme- 


a ly aſtoniſhed to find the greateſt part of the earth 
a upon a ſingle ſheet of paper. 

His eyes and imagination watidefed over this little 
ſpace ; : he obſerved the Rhine, the Danube, the 


Alps of Tyrol there ſpecified under different names, , 


and all the countries through which he was to paſs 
before he arrived at the city of the Seven Moun- 
- tains; bit he more particularly fixed his eyes up- 
on the country of the Gangarids, upon Babylon, 

where he had ſeen his dear princeſs, and bo 55 the 


L fatal country of Baſſora, where ſhe had {iron _ . 8 
„ Vetk M m . 
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tal Kio the king of Egypt. He ſighed, and teats 
' _{treamed from his eyes; but he agreed with the 
Albion who had preſented him with the univerſe in 
epitome, when he averred that the inhabitants of | 
the banks of the Thames were a thouſand times 
better inſtructed than thoſe upon the banks of the 


* 


— 


Nile, the Euphrates, and the Ganges. n. 
As he returned into Batavia, Formoſanta flew to- | 
wards Albion with her two ſhips that went at full | 
fail. Amazan's ſhip and the princeſs's croſſed one 
another, and almoſt touched; the two lovers were | 
cloſe to each other, which they could not doubt of. | 
Ah! had they but known it but tyrannic de. 


_ \ſtiny would not allow it. : 55 
bn 


No ſooner had Amazan landed on the flat mud- 

dy ſhore of Batavia, than he flew like lightning to- 

wards the city of the Seven Mountains. He was 

obliged to traverſe the ſouthern part of Germany. 
At every four miles he met with a prince and prin- 

ceſs, maids of honour and beggars. He was aſto- 

niſhed every where at the coquetries of theſe la- 
dies and maids of honour, which they diſplayed 

with German good faith; and he only anſwered 

with modeſt refuſals. After having cleared the 

Alps he embarked upon the ſea of Dalmatia, and 
landed in a city that had no reſemblance to any 
thing he had heretofore ſeen. The ſea formed the 
ſtreets, and the houſes were erected in the water. 

The few public places with which this city was or- 
namented were filled with men and women with 
double faces; that which nature had beſtowed up- | 
on them, and a paſteboard one, ill painted, with 7 
which they covered their natural viſage; fo that 
het 3 i ; x* % this =D 
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this people ſeemed compoſed of ſpectres. Upon 


che arrival of ſtrangers in this counttry, they imme- 


diately purchaſe theſe viſages, in the ſame manner 
as people elſewhere furniſh themſelves with hats 


and ſhoes. Amazan deſpiſed a faſhion ſo contrary 


to nature; he appeared juſt as he was. There 


were in the city twelve thouſand girls regiſtered i in 
the great book of the Republic; theſe girls were 


uſeful to the ſtate, being appointed to carry on the 
moſt advantageous and agreeable trade that ever 
enriched a nation. Common traders uſually ſend, 


at great riſk and expence, merchandizes of various 


kinds to the Eaſt ; but theſe beautiful merchants 
carried on a conſtant trafic without riſk, which 
conſtantly fprung from their charms. They all 
came to preſent themſelves to the handſome Ama- 
zan, and offer him his choice. He fled with the 
utmoſt precipitancy, uttering the name of the in- 
comparable princeſs of Babylon, and ſwearing Dy. 
the immortal gods, that ſhe was far handſomer than 
al! the twelye thouſand Venetian girls. Sublime. 
traitreſs, he cried in his tranſports, I will teach 
you to be faithful ! ; 

Now the yellow ſurges of the Tiber, peſtiferous 
fens, a few pale .emaciated inhabitants, clothed in 
tatters which diſplayed their dry tanned hides, ap- 
peared to his ſight, and beſpoke his arrival at the 


gate of the city of the Seven Mountains, that city 
of heroes and legiſlatprs who conquered and pole 


ed a great part of the globe. 
He expected to have ſeen at the triumphal gate, 


| five hundred battalions commanded by heroes, and 


in the ſenate an aſſembly of demi-gods giving laws 


to the earth; but the only army he found conliſt- 


ed of about thirty tatterdemalions, maunting guard 
with nne for fear of the ſun. Being arrived 
| M m2 CPS 
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at a temple which appeared to him very fine, but 
not ſo magnificent as that of Babylon, he was great- 
ly aſtoniſhed to hear a concert performed by men 
With female Voices. | 
This, ſaid he, is a mighty pleaſant country, which 
was formerly the land of Saturn. I have been in 
a city where no one ſhewed his own face; here is 
another where men have neither their own voices 
nor beards, He was told that theſe fingers were 


EP 


no longer men; that they had been diveſted of 


their virility that they might ſing the more agree- 
ably the praiſes of a great number of perſons of 


merit. Amazan could not comprehend the mean- 


ing of this. Theſe gentlemen defired him to ſing ; 
he ſung a Gangaridian air with his uſyal grace. His 

"voice was a fine counter-tenor. Ah Signior, ſaid they, 
what a delightful /oprano you would have, if 
what, ſaid lie: what do you mean ?—Ah ! Signior, 


if you were---If L were what ?---If-- you were---with- 


out a beard ! They then explained to him very plea- 
ſantly, and with the moſt comic geſticulations, ac- 
| cording to the cuſtom of their country, the point 


in queſtion. Amazan, was quite confounded. 1. 


| have travelled a great way, faid he, but! never be- 
fore heard ſuch a whim, 
After they had ſung a good while, the Old Man 


of the Seven Mountains went with great ceremony 
to the gate of the temple; he cut the air in four 


parts with his thumb raiſed, two fingers extended 
and two bent, in uttering theſe words in a language 
no longer ſpoken : To the tity and to the univerſe *, 
The Gangarid could not comprehend how twa 
fingers could extend ſo far. 


He wendy ſaw the e court of the * 
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of the world file off. This court conſiſted of grave 
perſonages, ſome in ſcarlet, and others in violet 
robes : they almoſt all eyed the handſome Amazan 
with a tender look; they bowed to him, and ſaid 


to one another, San Martino, che bel ragaxxo San 


Fancratio, che bel! fanciulio { 


The zealots, whoſe, vocation was to roms ths 


curioſities of the city to ſtrangers, very eagerly: of- 
fered to conduct him to ſeveral ruins, in which a 


muleteer would not chuſe to paſs a night, but 
which were formerly worthy monuments of the 


grandeur of a royal people. He moreover ſaw 
pictures of two hundred years ſtanding, and ſtatues 
that had remained twenty ages, which appeared to 
him maſter-pieces in their kind. Can you ſtill pro- 


duce ſuch works? No, your Excellency, replied one 
of the zealots ; but we deſpiſe the reſt of the earth, 


becauſe we preſerve theſe rarities. Weare a kind 


of old cloaths-men, who derive our glory from oy 


caſt-off garbs in our warehouſes. 


Amazan was willing to ſee the prince's palace, 
and he was accordingly conducted thither. He ſaw 


men drefled in violet-coloured robes, who were 
reckoning the money of the revenues of the do- 
mains of lands, ſituated ſome upon the Danube, 
ſome upon the Loire, others upon the Guadalquivir, 


or the Viſtula. Oh! oh! ſaid Amazan, after ha- 


ving conſulted his geographical map, your maſter, 


then, poſſeſſes all Europe, like thoſe ancient he. 


roes of the Seven Mountains? He ſhould poſſeſs 


the whole univerſe by divine right, replied a violet. 
livery man; and there was even a time when his 
predeceſſors nearly compaſſed univerſal monarchy ; 


but their ſucceſſors are ſo good as to content them- 
ſelves at preſent with fome monies which rhe kings 


Meir Neef pay to them i in the form of a tribute. 


Your 
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Tour maſter is, then, in fact, the king of kings; 
is that his title ? ſaid Amazan. No, your Excel- 
lency, his title is /e ſervant of ſervants ; he was 
originally a fiſherman and porter, wherefore the 
emblems of his dignity conſiſt of keys and nets ; 
but he at preſent iſſues orders to every king in 
Chriſtendom. It is not a long while ſince he ſent 
one hundred and one mandates to a king of the 
Celtes, and the king obeyed, 

Your fiſherman muſt then have ſent five or ſix 
hundred thouſand men to 2 theſe orders in exe- 
cution? 

Not at all, your Excellency; our holy maſter is 
not rich enough to keep ten thouſand ſoldiers on 
foot; but he has five or ſix hundred thouſand di- 
vine prophets diſperſed in other countries. Thoſe 
prophets of various colours are, as they ought to 
be, ſupported at the expence of the people: the 
proclaim from heaven, that my , maſter may, wit 


his keys, open and ſhut all locks, an af giant 


thoſe of ſtrong boxes. A Norman prieſt, who held 


the poſt of conkdant of this king's thoughts, con- 


yinced him he ought to obey, without replying, 
the hundred and one thoughts of my maſter ; for 
you muſt know that.one ke the prerogatives of the 
Old Man of the Seven mountains, is never to err, 
whether he deigns to ſpeak or deigns to write. 
In faith, ſaid Amazan, this is a very ſingular 


man; 1 ſhould be curious to dine with him. Were 


your Excellency even a king, you could not eat at 
- his table; all that he could do for you, would be 
to allow you to have one ſerved by the ſide of his, 
but ſmaller and lower. But if you are inclined to 
have the honour of ſpeaking to him, I will aſk an 
audience for you on condition of the buona mancia, 
which you will be kind enough to give me. Very 

Ty 
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readily, faid the Gangarid. The violet. livery man 


bowed : I will introduce you to-morrow, ſaid he; 
you muſt make three very low bows, and you muſt 
kiſs the Old Man of the Seven Mountains” feet. 


At this information Amazan burſt into ſo violent a 


fit of laughing that he was almoſt choaked ; which, 
however, he ſurmounted, holding his ſides, whilt 
the violent emotions of the riſible muſcles forced 
the tears down his cheeks, till he reached the inn, 
where the fit ſtill continued upon him. 
At dinner, twenty beardleſs men and twenty 
violins produced a concert. He received the com- 
pliments of the greateſt lords of the city during the 
remainder of the day; theſe made him propoſals 
ſtill more extravagant than that of kiſſing the Old 


Man of the Seven Mountains feet. As he was ex, 
tremely polite, he at firſt imagined that theſe gen- 
tlemen took him for a lady, and informed them of 


their miſtake with great decency and circumſpec- 
tion; but being ſomewhat cloſely preſſed by two 


or three of thoſe violet-coloured gentry, who were 
the moſt forward, he threw them out of the win- 
dow, without fancying he had made any great ſa- 
_ crifice to the beautiful Formoſanta. He left with 


the greateſt precipitation this city of the maſters of 
the world, where he found himſelf neceffitated to 
kiſs an old man's toe, as if his cheek were at the 
end of his foot, and where young men are accoſted 
in a more whimſical manner. Wt 


p 8 10. 
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In all the provinces through which he paſſed, 


having conſtantly repulſed every amorous overture 


of every ſpecies, being ever faithful to the princeſs 


of Babylon, though inceſſantly enraged at the king 


of 
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of Egypt, this model. of conſtancy at, length atriv- 
ed at the new capital of the Gauls. This city, like 


many others, had alternately ſubmitted to barbari- 


ing of catches. CE "4% np 
In proportion as the Idlers were poliſhed, agree- 


ty, ignorance, folly, and miſery. The firſt name 


it bore. was Dirt and Mire; it then took that of 


Iſis, from the worſhip of Iſis, which had reached 
even here. Its firſt ſenate conſiſted of a compa- 
ny of watermen. It had long been in bondage, 
and ſubmitted to the ravages of the heroes of 


the Seven Mountams ; and ſome ages after, ſome 


other heroic thieves, who came from the farther 
banks of the Rhine, had ſeized upon its little 


oj ))jJJ%% tee. 
Time, which changes all things, had formed it : 
into a city, half of which was very noble and very 


agreeable, the other half ſomewhat barbarous and 
_ ridiculous; this was the emblem of its inhabitants. 
- There. were within its walls at leaſt a hundred 
_ thouſand people, who had no other employment 


than play and diverſion. Theſe idlers were the 


judges of thoſe arts which the others cultivated. 


They were ignorant of all that paſſed at court; 


thaugh they were only four ſhort miles diſtant 


om it: but it ſeemed to be at leaſt ſix hundred 


- thouſand miles off. _ Apreeableneſs in company, 
gaiety and frivolity, formed the important and ſole 
conſiderations of their lives: they were governed 
like children, who are extravagantly ſupplied with 


gewgaws to prevent their crying, If the horrors 
which had, two centuries before, laid waſte their 
country, or thoſe dreadful periods when one half 
of the nation maflacred the other for ſophiſms, 
came upon the carpet, they, indeed, ſaid, This was 
not well done ; then they tell a-laughing, or ſing- 


% 


able, 
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as. 


able, and amiable, it was obſerved there was a great- 
er and more ſhocking contraſt between them and 


thoſe who were engaged in buſineſs. 


Among the latter, or ſuch as pretended ſo to be, 
there was a gang of melancholy fanatics, whoſe 
abſurdity and knavery divided their character, 
whoſe appearance alone diffuſed miſery, and who 


would have overturned the world, had they been 


able to gain a little credit. But the nation of Idlers, 


by dancing and ſinging, forced them into obſcuri- 


ty in their caverns, as the warbling birds drive 
the creaking bats back to their holes and ruins. 

A ſmaller number of thoſe who were occupied 
were the preſervers of ancient barbarous cuſtoms, 
againſt which, nature terrified, loudly exclaimed ; 
they conſulted nothing but their worm-eaten repil- 


ters. If they there diſcovered a fooliſh horrid cuſ- 


tom, they conſidered it as a ſacred law. It was 
from this vile practice of not daring to think for 


themſelves, but extracting their ideas from the ruins 


of thoſe times when no one thought at all, that in 
the metropolis of pleaſure there {till remained ſome 
ſhocking manners. Hence it was that there was 


no proportion between crimes and puniſhments. A 


thouſand deaths were ſometimes inflicted upon an 
innocent victim, to make him e e a crime 
he had not committed. _ 


The extravagancies of youth were puniſhed with | 


the ſame ſeverity as murder or parricide. The 


Idlers ſcreamed loudly at theſe exhibitions, and the 
next day thought no more about them, but were 
buried in the contemplation of ſome new faſhion. 

This people ſaw a whole age elapſe, in which the 


ſurpaſſed the moſt ſanguine hopes : foreigners then 
reparred thither, as tap did to Babylon, to admire 
Tor h/ Nn wr” 
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fine arts attained a degree of perfection that far . 
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the great monuments of architecture, the wonders 
of gardening, the ſublime efforts of ſculpture and 
painting. They were charmed with a ſpecies of muſic 


that reached the heart without aſtoniſhing the ears. 


True poetry, that is to ſay, ſuch as is natural and 
harmonious, that which addreſſes the heart as well 
as the mind, was unknown to this nation before 
this happy period. New kinds of eloquence diſ- 
played ſublime beauties. The theatres in particular 
re · echoed with maſter-pieces that no other nation 
ever approached. In a word, good taſte prevailed 


in every profeſſion, to that degree, that there were 
even good writers among the Druids. | 
So many laurels, that had branched even. to the 


ſkies, ſoon withered in an exhauſted ſoil. There 


remained but a very ſmall number, whoſe leaves 
were of a pale dying verdure. This decay was oc- 
caſioned by the facility of producing lazineſs 
preventing good productions, and by a ſatiety 
of the, brilliant, and à taſte for the whimſical. 
Vanity protected arts that brought back times of 
barbarity; and this ſame vanity, in perſecuting 
real talents, forced them to quit their country; the 
hornets baniſhed the bees. 


There was ſcarce any real arts, ſcarce any . 
genius; merit now conſiſted in reaſoning right or 


wrong upon the merit of the laſt age. The daub- 
er of a ſign-poſt criticiſed with an air of ſagacity 
the works of the greateſt painters; and the blotters 
of paper disfigured the works of the greateſt writers. 
Ignorance and a bad taſte had other daubers in 
their pay ; the ſame things were repeated in a hun- 
dred volumes, under different titles. Every work 
was- either a dictionary or a pamphlet. A Druid 


gazetteer wrote twice a week the obſcure annals of + 


an unknown people Poſſeſſed with the devil, and 


celeſti] 
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teleftial prodigies operated i in garrets by little beg- 
gars of both ſexes : other Ex-Druids, dreſſed in 
black, ready to die with rage and hunger, ſet forth 
their complaints in a hundred different writings, 
that they were no longer allowed to cheat man- 
kind, this privilege being conferred on ſome goats 
clad in grey; and ſome Arch-Druids were We 
ed in printing defamatory libels. . . 
Amazan was quite ignorant of all this, Sa even 
if he had been acquainted with -it, he would have 
2 himſelf very little concern about it, having his 
ead filled with nothing but the princeſs of Babylon, 
the king of Egypt, and the inviolable vow he had 
made to defolle all female coquetry, in whatever 
country his deſpair ſhould drive him. | 
The gaping ignorant mob, whoſe curioſity ex- 
ceeds all the bounds of nature and reaſon, for a 
long time thronged about his unicorns; the more 
ſenſible women forced open the doors of his hotel to 
contemplate his perſon;  -. a 
He at firſtteſtified ſome deſire of viſiting thecourtz + 
but ſome of the Idlers who conſtituted good com- 
pany, and caſually went thither, informed him that 
it was quite out of faſhion, that times were greatly 
changed, and that all amuſements were confined to 
the city. He was invited that very night to ſup 
with a lady, whoſe ſenſe and talents had reached 
foreign climes, and who had travelled in ſome 
countries through which-Amazan had paſſed. This 
lady gave him great pleaſure, as well as the ſociety 
he met at her houſe. Here reigned a decent liber- 
ty, gaiety without tumult, ſilence without pedantry, 
and wit without aſperity. He found that gaud com- 
pany was not quite ideal, though the title was fre- 
| quently uſurped by pretenders. The next day he 
5 dined 1 ina ſociety lar leſs — but much more 
Nu 2:2 voluptu- 
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voluptubus. The more he was ſatisfied with the 
gueſts, the more they were pleaſed with him. He 
found his ſoul ſoften and diffolve, like the aroma- 
' tics of his country, which gradually melt in a mo- 
derate heat, and exhale in delicious perfumes. 
After dinner he was conducted to a place of pu- 
blic entertainment which was enchanting; con- 
demned, however, by the Druids, becauſe it depriv- 


ed them of their auditors, Which the moſt excited 


their jealouſy. The repreſentation here conſiſted 
of agreeable verſes, delightful ſongs, dances which 
_ exprefled the movements of the ſoul, and perſpec- 
tives that charmed the eye in deceiving it. This 
kind of paſtime, which included ſo many kinds, 
was known only under a foreign name; it was call- 
ed an Opera, which formerly ſignified, in the lan- 
_ guage of the Seven. Mountains, work, care, occu- 
_ pation, induſtry, enterprize, buſineſs. This buſi- 
neſs enchanted him. A female ſinger, in particu- 


lar, charmed him by her melodious voice, and the 


graces that accompanied her: this girl of bufine 7, 
after the performance, was introduced to him 

his new friends. He preſented her with a handful 
of diamonds; for which ſhe was ſo grateful, that 
he could not leave him all the reſt of the day. He 
ſupped with her, and during the repaſt he forgot 


His ſobriety; and after the repaſt he alſo forgot his 


vow of being ever inſenſible to beauty, and all the 
blandiſhments of coquetry. What an inſtance of 
human frailty ! 

The beautiful princeſs of Babylon arrived at this 
juncture, with her phoenix, her chamber-maid 


| Irla, and her two hundred Gangaridian cavaliers 


mounted on their unicorns. It was a long while 
before the gates were opened. She immediately 


molt 6 
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moſt ſenſible, and the moſt faithful of men was ſtill 
in that city? The magiſtrates readily concluded that 
ſhe meant Amazan. She was conducted to his 
Hotel. How great was the palpitation of her heart! 
the powerful operation of the tender paſſion; her . 
whole ſoul was penetrated with inexpreſſible joy, to 13 
ſee once more in her lover the model of conſtancy. xp. 
Nothing could prevent her entering his chamber; 3 
the curtains were open; and ſhe ſaw the beautiful 
Amazan ſleeping in the arms of a handſome bru- 
nette. They both ſtood in great need of reſt. | 
Formoſanta expreſſed her grief with ſuch ſcreams — | 
as made the houſe echo, but which could neither | 
wake her couſin nor the girl of bu/ineſs. She ſwoon- | 
ed into the arms of Irla. As foon as ſhe had reco- i 
vered her ſenſes, ſhe retired from this fatal cham- ES 
ber with grief blended with rage. Irla gained in- . 
- telligence of the young lady who paſſed ſuch ſweet 
hours with the handfome Amazan. Irla was told 
ſhe was a girl of by es very complaiſant, who | | 
united to her other talents that of ſinging very 1 0 
gracefully. Oh! juſt heaven, oh powerful Oroſ- 9 
mades! cried the beautiful princeſs of Babylon 1 
bathed in tears, By whom, and for whom am] thus 
betrayed? He that could reject for my ſake ſo ma: 
ny princeſſes, to abandon me for a ſtrolling Gaul! 1 
No Il can never ſurvive this affront. , 
Madam, faid Irla to her, this is the diſpoſition 
of all young people, from one end of the world to L 
the other; were they enamoured with a beauty 1 
deſcended ſrom heaven, they would at certain mo- 
ments be unfaithful to her for the ſake of an ale- 
houſe girl. | 
It is done, faid the R 1 will never fre m 
again whilſt I live: let us depart this inſtant, and 
let the unicorns be harneſſed. The e con- 
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jured her to ſtay at leaſt till Amazan awoke, and 


he might ſpeak to him. He does not deſerve it, 
faid the princeſs ; you would cruelly offend me ; he 


would think that 1 had defired you to reproach 
him, and that I am willing to be reconciled to him: 
if you love me, do not add this injury to the inſult 


he has offered me. The phoenix, who after all 


owed his life to the daughter of the king of Ba- 
bylon, could not diſobey her. She ſet out with all 


her attendants. Whither are you going, Madam ? ? 


ſaid Irla to her- 1 do not know, replied the prin- 


ceſs; we will take the firſt road we find; provided 


I fly from Amazan for ever, I am contented; The 


cenix, who was wiſer than Formoſanta, becauſe 
1e was diveſted of paſſion, conſoled her upon the 


road. He gently remonſtrated to her that it was 
| ſhocking topuniſh one's ſelf for the faults of another; 
that Amazan had given her proofs ſufficiently ſtrik⸗ 


ing and numerous of his fidelity; ſo that ſhe ſhould 


ſorgive him for having forgot himſelf for one mo- 
ment; that this was the only one, in which he had 


been wanting of the grace of Oroſmades; that it 
would render him only the more conſtant i in love 
and virtue for the future; that the deſire of expiat- 


4 Ing his fault would raiſe him beyond himſelf ; that 
it would be th& means of increaſing her happineſs; 7 
that many g great princeſſes before her had forgiven 

h 


ſuch flips, and had no reaſon to be ſorry afterwards: 
and he was ſo thoroughly poſſeſſed of the art of 


perſuaſion, that Formoſanta's mind grew more calm 


and peaceable ; ſhe was now ſorry ſhe had ſet out 


ſo ſoon; ſhe thought her unicorns went too faſt, 


but ſhe did not dare return : great was the conflict 


between her deſire of forgiving and that of ſhewing 
her rage, between her love and vanity.— However, 


her unicorns purſued their er and ſhe traverſed 
| the 
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the world, according to the prediction of her father's 
oracle. 

When Amazan awoke, he was :nformed of the 
arrival and departure of Formoſanta and the phce- 
nix: He was informed of the rage and diſtraction 
of the princeſs ; that ſhe had ſworn never to forgive 
him. Then, ſaid he, there is nothing left for me 
to do, but follow her, and kill myſelf at her feet. 


Ihe report of this adventure drew together his 


feſtive companions, who all remonſtrated to him, 
that he had much better ſtay with them; that no- 


thing could equal the pleaſant life they led in the 
center of arts and peaceable delicate voluptuouſ- 


neſs; that many ſtrangers, and even kings, had pre- 
ferred ſuch an agreeable enchanting repoſe, to their 
country and their thrones : moreover, his vehicle 
was broke, and that another was making for him 
according to the neweſt faſhion; that the beſt tai- 


lor of the whole city had already cut out for him 


a dozen ſuits in the laſt taſte ; that the moſt vivaci 


ous and moſt amiable ladies in the whole city, at 


whoſe houſes dramatic performances were repreſent- 
ed, had each appointed a day to give him a regale. 
: The girl of buſineſs was in the mean while drink- 
ing her chocolate at her toilet, laughing, ſing- 
ing, and ogling the beautiful Amazan, who. by 
this time ee ſhe had no more ſenſe than a 
goole. 

"i ſincerity, cordiality, and franknef as _ as 
magnanimity and courage, conſtituted the charac- 
ter of this great prince; he related his travels and 
misfortunes to his friends. They knew that he 
was couſin-german to the princeſs ; they were in- 
formed of the fatal kiſs ſhe had given the King of 


Egypt. Such little tricks, ſaid they, are forgiven - 


between relations, otherwiſe one's whole life would 
| | 2 
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paſs in perpetual uneaſineſs. Nothing could ſhake 
his deſign of purſuing Formoſanta; but his car- 
riage was not ready, and he was compelled to re- 
main three days among the Idlers, in feaſting and 
paſtimes: he, at length, took his leave of them, in 
embracing them, and making them accept of the. 
diamonds of his country that were the beſt moun- 
ted, and recommending to them a conſtant purſuit. 
of frivolity and pleaſure, ſince they were thereby 
more agreeable and happy. The Germans, ſaid 
he, are the grey-heads of Europe ; the people of 


Albion are men formed; the inhabitats of Gaul 


are the children, and 1 * to Mer with a. 


8 11. 


His guides had no 9 in following the 
route the princeſs had taken; there was nothing 


elſe talked of but her and her large bird. All the 


inhabitants were ſtill in a ſtate of faſcination. 'The 


people of Dalmatia and the Mark of Ancona were 


lately ſurpriſed in a manner leſs agreeable, when 
they ſaw a houſe fly in the air; the banks of the 


Loire, of the Dordogne, the Garonne, and the Gi- 


ronde, ſtill echoed with acclamations. 

When Amazan reached the foot of the Pyncnans, | 
the magiſtrates and Druids of the country made 
him dance whether he would or not, a Anmbaurin ; 
but as ſoon as he cleared the Pyrenees, nothing 
preſented itſelf that was either gay or joyous. If 
he here and there heard a peaſant ſing, it was a 
doleful ditty: the inhabitants ſtalked with much 


_ gravity, having a few ſtrung beads and a girted 


poniard. The nation, cloathed in black, appeared 


zo be in mourning. If Amazan's ſervants aſked 


pallengers 125 * they were anſwered by 
ſigus; 


— 
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ligns; if they went into an inn, the hoſt acquaint- 
ed his gueſts in three words, that there was nothing 
in the houſe; but that the things they ſo preſſing- 
ly wanted, might be fetched a few miles off. 

When thoſe votaries to taciturnity were aſked if 


they had ſeen the beautiful princeſs of Babylon 


paſs, they anſwered with leſs brevity than uſual, 
We have ſeen her ; ſhe is not ſo handſome; there 


are no beauties that are not tawny ; ſhe diſplays a 


boſom of alabaſter, which is the moſt diſguſting 
thing in the world, and which is ſcarce known in 
our climate. 

Amazan advanced towards the province water- 
ed by the Betis. The Tyrians had not diſcovere@ 
this country above twelve thouſand years, about the 
time they diſcovered the great Atlantide Ifle, in- 


undated ſo many centuries after. The Tyrians 
cultivated Betica, which the natives of the country 


had never done, being of opinion that it was nor 
their place to meddle with any thing, and that 
their neighbours the Gauls ſhould come and culti- 
vate their lands. The Tyrians had brought with 
them ſome Paleſtines, who, from that time, wan- 
dered through every clime where money was to be 
got. The Paleſtines, by extraordinary uſury, at 


fifty per cent. had poſſeſſed themſelves of almoſt all 


%. 


the riches of the country. This made the people | 


of Betica imagine the Paleſtines were ſorcerers; 
and all thoſe who were accuſed of witchcraft were 


burnt without mercy by a company of Druids, who 
were called the Inquifitors, or the Anthropokaies. | 
Theſe prieſts immediately put them in a maſquerade 


habit, ſeized upon their effects, and devoutly re- 


peated the Paleſtines own prayers, whilſt they were 


baking by a ſlow fire, por Famor de Dios. 
Ihe princeſs of Babylon alightad in that city 
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which. has ſince been called Sevilla. Her deſign 
was to embark upon the Betis to return by Tyre 
to Babylon, and ſeè again king Belus her father; 
and forget, if poſſible, her perfidious lover, or at 
teaſt to ak him in marriage. She ſent for two Pale- 
tines, who tranſacted all the buſineſs of the court. 
They were to furniſh her with three ſhips. The 
phœnix made all the neceſſary contracts with them, 
and ſettled the price after ſome little diſpute. 

The hoſteſs was a great devotes; and ker huf- 
band, who was no leſs religious, was a Familiar ; 
that is to ſay, a ſpy of the Druid Inquiſitors An- 
Hrope dies. He failed not to inform them, that in 
ins houſe was a Sorcereſs and two Paleſtines, WhO 
were entering into a compact with the devil, diſ- 
guiſed like a large gilt bird. The Inquiſitors ha- 
ving learned that the lady was poſſeſſed of a large 
quantity of diamonds, ſwore point blank that ſhe 
Was a Sorcereſs: they waited till night to impriſon 
the two hundred cavaliers and the unicorns, which 
| ſept in very extenſive ſtables ; for _ ere | 
are cowards. - 

Having ſtrongly ee the 5 they ſcized 
the princeſs and Irla ; but they could not catch the 
phoenix, who flew away with great ſwiſtneſs ; he 
did not doubt of meeting with Amazan upon the 
road from Gaul to Sevilla. | 
He met him upon the frontiers of Betica, and 
acide him with the diſaſter that had befallen 

the princels. Amazan was ſtruck ſpeechleſs with 
rage; he armed himſelf with a ſteel cuiraſs damaſ- 
quined with gold, a lance twelve feet long, two 
javelins, and an edged ſword called the Thunderer, 
which at one ſingle ſtroke would rend trees, rocks, 
and Druids: he covered his beautiful head with a 
golden caſque,Wiladed with heron and oſtrich fea- 
| chers. 
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thers.— . This was the ancient armour of Magog, 
which his ſiſter Aldea gave him when upon his 
journey in Scythia. The few attendants he had 
with him all mounted their unicorns. 


 Amazan, in embracing his dear phcenix, uttered 


only theſe melancholy expreflions : I am guilty ! 
Had I not ſlept with a girl of b/eneſs in the city of 
the Idlers, the princeſs of Babylon would not have 
been in this alarming ſituation ; let us fly to the 
Anbrepokaies. He preſently entered Sevilla. Fif- 
teen hundred Alguzzils guarded the gates of the 
incloſure in which the two hundred Gangarids and 
their unicorns were ſhut up, without being allowed 
any thing to eat: all the neceſſary preparations 
were making for the ſacrifice of the princeſs of Ba- 
bylon, her clramBer-maid Irla, and the two rich Pa- 
leſtines.” 
The high aenlSrvpodiads ſurrounded by 15 ſubal- 

tern Anthropokaies, was already ſeated upon his ſa- 
cred tribunal : a crowd of” Sevillians, wearing 
ſtrung beads at their girdles, joined their two hands 
without uttering a {yllable ; when the beautiful 
Princels, Irla, and the twoPaleſtines, were brought 
forth with their hands tied behind their back, and 
dreſſed in maſquerade habits; 


The phoenix entered the priſon by a dormer win- 


dow, whilſt the Gangarids had begun to break open 
the doors. The invincible Amazan ſhattered them 


without. They fallied forth all armed upon their 


unicorns, and Amazan put himſelf at their head. 

He had no difficulty in overthrowing the Alguazils, 
the Familiars, or the prieſts called Anthropokaics 
each unicorn pierced dozens at a time. The thun- 
dering Amazan cut to pieces all he met ; the people 
few away in black cloaks and dirty frize, always 
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keeping fa faſt hold of their bleſt beads por Famer de 
Dios. : 

Amazan collared the high Inquiſitor upon his 
tribunal, and threw him upon the pile, which was 
prepared about forty paces diſtant ; and he alſo caſt 
upon it the other Inquiſitors, one after the other. 
He then proſtrated himſelf at Formoſanta's feet. 
Ah! how amiable are you, ſaid ſhe; and how 1 
ſnould adore you, if you had not been faithleſs + 


me with a girl of bu/mneſs / 


Whilſt Amazan was making his peace 51 the 
princeſs, whilſt his Gangarids caſt upon the pile 


the bodies of all the Anthropokaies, and the flames 


aſcended to the clouds, Amazan ſaw an army that 
approached him at a diſtance. An aged monarch 
with a crown upon his head advanced upon a car, 
drawn by eight mules, harneſſed with ropes; an 


hundred other cars followed. They were accom- 
panied by grave looking men in black cloaks or 


frize, mounted upon very fine horſes; a multitude 
of people, with greaſy Hair, followed ently on 
foot. 

Amazan i e drew up his nde 8 a- 
bout him, and advanced with his lance couched. 
As ſoon as the king perceived him, he took off his 
crown, alighted from his car, and embraced Ama- 
zan's ſtirrup, ſaying to him: Man, ſent by the gods, 
you are the avenger of human kind; the deliverer 


of my country. Theſe ſacred monſters, of which 


you have purged the earth, were my maſters, in the 


Name of the Old Man of the Seven Mountains : I 


was forced to ſuffer their crimina] power, My peo- 
ple would have deſerted me, if I had only been in- 
clined to moderate their abominable crimes. From 


this moment J breathe, I reign, and am indebted 
to you for it. 1 , 
He 
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He aſterwards reſpectfully kiſſed Formoſanta's 
hand, and entreated her to get into his coach (drawn 
by ſix mules) with Amazan, Irla, and the phœnix. 
The two Paleſtine bankers, who {till remained pro- 
ſtrate on the ground through fear and acknow- 
ledgment, now raiſed their heads; and the troo 


of unicorns nee the = of e into his 


ſhould go at a very ſlow pace, Av 0 


Formoſanta had time to relate to him their adven- 
tures. He alſo converſed with the phoenix, admir- 


ing and frequently embracing him. He 1 20 
comprehended how brutal and barbarous the 

ple of the Weſt ſhould be conſidered, who ate a- 
nimals, and did not underſtand their language ; 
that the Gangarids alone had preſerved the nature 
and dignity of primitive man ; but he particularly 


apreed, that the moſt barbarous of mortals were the 
Anthropokaies, of whom Amazan had juſt purged 


the earth. He inceſſantly bleſſed and thanked him. 
The beautiful Formoſanta had already forgot the 


girl of buſineſs, and had her ſoul filled with nothing 


but the valour of the hero who had preſerved her 
life. Amazan being acquainted with the innocence 
of the embrace ſhe had given the king of Egypt, 

and the reſurrection of the phoenix; taſted the 


pureſt joy, and was intoxicated with the moſt 


violent love. 


They dined at the oa but had a very indif. 


| ferent repaſt. The cooks of Betica were the worſt 
in Europe. Amazan adviſed the king to ſend for 
ſome from Gaul. The king's muſicians performed, 

quring the repaſt, that celepented air which has ſince 


been 
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| been, called the Follies of Spain. After dinner mat- 


ters of buſineſs came upon the carpet. 


The king enquired of the handſome Amazan, 
the beautiful Formoſanta, and the charming phoe- 
nix, what they propoſed doing. For my part, ſaid 


Amazan, my intention is to return to Babylon, of 
which I am the preſumptive heir, and to requeſt of 


my uncle Belus my couſin-german, the incompa- 


Table Formoſanta, unleſs ſhe would rather chuſe to 
live with me among the Gangarids. 

My deſign certainly is, ſaid the princeſs, never to 
ſonaxate from my couſin- german. But I imagine 


he will agree with me, that I ſhould return firlt to 


my father, becauſe heonly gave me leave to go up- 
on a pilgrimage to Baſſora, and I have wandered 
all over the world. For my part, ſaid the phœnix, 
1 will every where follow thele two tender. graerous 
lovers. . 


You are in the 1 85 ſaid the king of Betica ; 5 


but your return to Babylon is not ſo eafy as you 


may imagine. I receive daily intelligence from 
that country by Tyrian ſhips, and my Paleſtine 


bankers, who keep a correſpondence with all the 
people of the earth. The people are all in arms 


towards the Euphrates and the Nile. The king of 


Scythia claims the inheritance of his wife, at Ws 7 


head of three hundred thouſand warriors on horſe- 


back. The kings of Egypt and India are allo lay- 


ing waſte the banks of the Tygris and the Euphra- 
tes, each at the head of three hundred thouſand 
men, to revenge themſelves for being laughed at. 

Whilſt the king of Egypt is abſent from his coun- 


try, his foe the king of Ethiopia is ravaging Egypt 
with three hundred thouſand men; and the king 
of Babylon has as yet only fix hundred thouſand 


men to defend himſelf. 
Lae-· 
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1 acknowledge to you, continued the king, when 
1 hear of thoſe prodigious armies: which are diſem- 


bogued from the Eaſt, and their aſtoniſhing magni- 


ficence; when I compare them to my trifling bo- 


dies of twenty or thirty thouſand ſoldiers, which it 
is ſo. difficult to clothe and nouriſh ; I am inclined - 


to think the Eaſtern ſubſiſted long before the 
Weſtern hemiſphere. It ſhould ſeem that we ſprung 
only yeſterday from chaos and barbarity. 


Sire, ſaid Amazan, the laſt comers frequently 
| oveliiige thoſe who firſt began the career. It is 


thought in my country that man was firſt created 
in India ; but this I am not certain of. 


And, fad the king. of Betica to the I Bay 


what do you think? Sire, replied the phœnix, I am 


as yet too young, to have a any knowledge concern- 


ing antiquity. I have lived only about twenty-ſe- 
ven thouſand years; but my father, who had lived 
five times that age, told me he had learnt from his 


father, that the countries of the Eaſt had always 
been more. populous and richer than the others. It 


had been tranſmitted to him from his anceſtors, 


that the generation of all animals had begun upon 8 


the banks of the Ganges. For my part, ſaid. he, 


I have not the vanity to be of this opinion. I can- 
not believe that the foxes of Albion, the marmots 
of the Alps, and the wolves of Gaul, are deſcended 


from my country: in the like manner, I do not be- 


lieve that the firs and oaks of your country deſcend- 


ed from the palm and cocoa trees of India. 


But whence are we deſcended, then? ſaid the 
king, I do not know, ſaid the phoenix} all I want 
to know i is, whither the beautiful princeſs of Ba- 


bylon and my dear Amazan may repair. I very 


much queſtion, ſaid the king, whether with his two 


hundred unicorns he wilt be able to deitroy ſo ma- 
> ny 
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ny armies of three hundred thouſand men each. 
Why not ? ſaid Amazan. 2 Wag. 
The king of Betica felt the force of this ſublime 
queſtion, Why not? but he imagined ſublimity a- 
lone was not ſufficient againſt innumerable armies. 
J adviſe you, ſaid he, to ſeek the king of Ethiopia; 
I am related to that black prince through my Pale 
ſtines. I will give you recommendatory letters to 
him: as he is at enmity with the king of Egypt, 
he will be but too happy to be ſtrengthened by 
Four alliance. I can aſſiſt you with two thouſand 
ſober brave men; and it will depend upon yourſelf 
to engage as many more of the people who reſide, 
or rather ſkip about the foot of the Pyrenees, and 
who are called Vaſques or Vaſcons. Send one of 
your warriors upon an unicorn with a few dia- 
monds, there is not a Vaſcon that will not quit the 
- caſtle, that is, the thatched cottage of his father, to 
ſerve you. They are indefatigable, courageous, 
and agreeable ; and whilſt you wait their arrival, 
we will give you feſtivals, and prepare your ſhips. 
I cannot too much acknowledge the ſervice you 
have done me. „ Le 
Amazan enjoyed the happineſs. of having reco- 
vered Formoſanta, and taſted in tranquillity her 
converſation, and all the charms of reconciled love, 
which are almoſt equal to growing paſſion. 
A A troop of proud joyous Vaſcons ſoon arrived, 
dancing a tambourin. The other haughty grave 
troop of Beticans were ready. The old ſun-burnt 
king tenderly. embraced the two lovers; he ſent 
great quantities of arms, beds, cheſts, boards, black 
cloaths, onions, ſheep, fowls, flour, and particular- 
ly garlic, on board the ſhips, in wiſhing them a- 
happy voyage, invarlable love, and many victories. 
The fleet appreached the ſhore, where it is ſaid 
e | | WE that 
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that many ages after, the Frisia la dy Dido, 
ſiſter to one Pygmalion, and wife to one Sicheus, 
having left the city of Tyre, came and founded the 
Juperb city of Carthage, in cutting a buli's hide 


Into thongs, according to the teſtimony of the 


graveſt authors of antiquity, who never related 


fables, and according to the profeſſors who have 
written for young boys; though, after al, there 

never was a perſon at tyre nathed Ppomation; Di- 
do, or Sicheus, which names-4re entirely Greek ; 


and though, in fine, there was no king in Tyre i: 


thole tines. 


Proud Carthage was not then a ſea poke; "hi 
were at that time only a few Numidians there, who 
dried fiſh in the ſun. They coaſted along Biza+ 


cenès, the Syrthes, the fertile banks where lince | | 


aroſe Cyrene and the great Cherſoneſe. 

Tire? hey at length arrived towards the firſt mouth of 
the ſacred Nile. It was at the extremity of this 
fertile land that the Ships of all commercial nations 
were already received in the-port of Canope, with- 
out knowing whether the ol Canope had founded 


this port, or whether the inhabitants had manufac- 


tured the god; whether the ſtar Canope had given 
its name to the city, or whether the city had be- 
ſtowed it upon the ſtar: all that was known of this 
matter was, the city and the ſtar were both very 


ancient; and this is all that can be known of the 


origin of things, of what nature ſoever they may 
be. 


It was here that the king of Ethiopia, having 


ravaged all Egypt, faw the invincible Amazan and 
the adorable Formoſanta come on ſhore.” He took 
| one for the god of war, and the other for the god- 
deſs of beauty. Amazan preſented to him the let- 


ter of recommendation from the king of Spain. The 
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king of Ethiopia immediately entertained them 
with ſome admirable feſtivals, according to. the 


Indiſpenſable cuſtom of heroic times. They then 


conferred about their expedition to exterminate the 


three hundred thouſand men of the king of Egypt, 


the three hundred thouſand of the emperor of the 
Indies, and the three hundred thouſand of the great 
Kan of the Scythians, who laid ſiege to the im- 


menſe, proud, voluptuous city of Babylon. 


The two hundred Spaniards whom Amazan had 
brought with him, ſaid, that they had nothing to 
do with the king of Ethiopia“ s ſuccouring Babylon; 
that ĩt was ſufficient their king had ordered them to 
go and deliver it; and that they were formidable 


enough for this expedition. 


The Vaſcons ſaid, they had performed many O- 
ther exploits ; that they would alone defeat the 
Egyptians, the Indians, and the Scythians ; and 


that they would not march with the 9 un- 


leſs theſe were in the rear-guard. 

The two hundred Gangarids RT not refrain : 
from laughing at the pretenſions of their allies, and 
"== maintained, that with only one hundred uni- 


corns they. could put to flight all the kings of the 


earth. The beautiful Formoſanta appeaſed them 


by her prudence, and by her enchanting diſcourſe, 


Amazan preſented to the black monarch his Gan- 
garids, his unicorns, his Sen, his Vaſcons, 
and his beautiful bird. 

Every thing was ſoon ready to march by Mem- 
phis, Heliopolis, Arſinoe, Petra, Artemitis, Sora, 
and Apameus, to attack the, three kings, and to 
proſecute this memorable war, before which all the 
wars ever waged by man, were ching more n 
mere OF: W | | 

f Every 
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Every one knows how the king of Ethiopia bes 
dame enamoured wita the beautiful Formoſanta, 
and how he ſurprized her in bed when a gentle 
ſleep cloſed her long eye laſhes. We remember 
that Amazan, a witneſs of this ſpectacle, thought 
he ſaw day and night in bed together. It is no 
ſecret that Amazan, enraged at the infult, drew his 
_ thundring ſword, with which he cut off the perverſe 
head of the inſolent negro, and drove all the Ethi- 
opians out of Egypt. Are not theſe 8 writ- 
ten in the book of the Chronicles of Egypt! Fame 
has with her hundred tongues proclaimed the vic- 
tories he gained over the three kings with his Spa- 
niards, his Vaſcons, and his unicorns He reſtor- 
ed the beautiful Formoſanta to her father. He ſet 
at liberty all his miſtreſs's train, whom the king of 


Egypt had reduced to flavery. The great Kan of 


the Scythlans declared himſelf his vaſſal ; and his 
marriage was confirmed with princeſs Aldea. The 
invincible and generous. Amazan, acknowledged. 
the heir of the kingdom of Babylon, entered the 
city in triumph with the phoenix, in the preſence _ 
of a hundred tributary kings. The feſtival of his 
marriage far ſurpaſſed that which king Belus had 
given, The bull Apis was ſerved up roaſted at 
table. The kings of Egypt and India were cup- 
bearers to the married pair; and theſe nuptials 
were celebrated by five hundred capital Poets: of 
Babylon. 
Oh! ! Muſes, who are conſtantly invoked at the 
beginning of a work, I only implore you at the 
end. It is needleſs to reproach me with ſaying 
grace, without having ſaid benedicite. But, Muſes! 
| you will not be leſs my patroneſſes. Prevent, I 
beſeech you, any fuppiunental ſcribblers ſpoiling, 
WS | Pp 2 b 
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by their fables, the truths which I have taught 
mortals in this faithful narrative; in the manner 


_ - they have falſified Candide, L'Ingenu, and the 


chaſte adventures of the chaſte Jane, which have 
been disfigured by an E x-Capuchin, m verſes wor- 


thy of Capuchins, i in the Batavian editions. May 
they not do this injury to my typographiſt, who 


has a numerous family, and who is ſcarce capable 


to obtain types, paper, and ink. 


Oh! Muſes, impoſe filence upon the deteltable 
Coge, chattering profeſſor of the college of Maza- 
rin, who, not contented with the moral diſcourſes 


of Beliſarius and the emperor Juſtinian, has written 


vile defamatory libels againſt theſe two ' great 
Men. | 
Gaz that pedant Larcher, whey tho e ig- 


| norant of the ancient Baby lonian tongue, without 


ever having travelled, as I have, upon the banks of 


me Euphrates and the Tigris, has had the impu- 


dence ro maintain, that the beautiful Formoſanta,' 
daughter to the greateſt king in the world, and 


princeſs Aldea, and all the women of this relpecta- 
ble court, proſtituted themſelves to the grooms of 


Afz for money, in the great temple of Babylon. 


This college libertine, the declared foe of you and 


ſhame, accuſes the beautiful Egyptians of Mendes, 
of being enamoured with nothing but goats; ſe- 


_ eretly propoting to himſelf; from this example, to 


make a tour to Egypt, and have ſome agreeable 


| intrigues. | 


Being as little acquaintel vith modem hiſtory as 


antiquity, he inſinuates, in order to ingratiate him- - 


ſelf with ſome old dowager, that our incomparable 
Ninon lay at the age of fourſcore, with-the Abbe 
Cedouin, Nenber of the French academy, and 


that 
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that of Inſcriptions and Belles Lettres. He never 
heard of the Abbe Chateauneuf, whom he takes for 
the Abbe Gedouin. He is as little acquainted with 
Ninon as he is with the ladies of Babylon. 3 

Muſes, daughters of heaven, your foe Larcher 
goes ſtill farther; he pens long eulogiums in favour 
of pederaſty, and has the inſolence to ſay, that all 
the Bambins of my country are addicted to this in- 
famous practice. He thinks to eſcape by encreaſ- 
ing the number of the guilty. 

Chaſte and noble Muſes, who equally deteſt pe- 
dantry, and pederaſty, protect me againſt M. Lar- 
cher! 

And you, Mr Aliboron, who call yourſelf Freron, 
as you formerly did a Jeſuit; you, whoſe Parnaſſus 
is ſometimes at the Biſſetre, and ſometimes at the 
corner alchouſe ; you, who have received ſo much 
juſtice upon all the ſtages of Europe, in the decent 
comedy of the Ecofſaiſe; you, the worthy ſon of the 
prieſt Desfontaines, the offspring of his amours with 
thoſe beautiful children who carry an iron, and are 
blind- folded like che ſon of Venus, and who like 
him fly into the air, though they never go beyond 
the tops of chimneys ; my dear Aliboron, for whom. 
I always entertained ſo much affe&ion, and who 
made me laugh for a month inceſſantly at the time 
of the repreſentation of the Eegſaiſe; I recommend 


to you my Princeſs of Babylon: ſay every thing 


you can againſt it, that it may be read. | 
I ſhall not here forget you, Eccleſiaſtical Gazet- 
teer, illuſtrious orator of the Convulſionnaires, father 
of the church founded by the Abbe Becherand and 
Abraham Chaumeix ; fail not to fay in your writ- 
ings, equally pious, eloquent, and ſenſible that the 
Princeſs of Babylon is a heretic, A deiſt, and an 
- ; _ athieft, 
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go? The Princeſeof Babylon. 


atheiſt. But above all, endeavour to prevail upon 


the Sieur Riballier to have the Princeſs of Babylon 
condemned by the Sorbonne: you will, thereby, 


afford my bookſeller much pleaſure, to whom I 


have given this little hiſtory for his new year's 
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HUMAN WISDOM. 


EM NOx one 45 took it into 15 bad wa! 
become a great philoſopher. There are * 
id men who have not, at ſome time or other, | 
conceived the ſame wild project. Says Memnon to | 
himſelf, To be a perfect philoſopher, and of courrfe 
to be perfectly happy, I have nothing to do but to | 
diveſt myſelf entirely of paſſions ; and nothing is | 
more eaſy, as every body knows. In the tirſt place. 
I will never be in love; for, when I ſee a beautiful 1 
woman, I will ſay to myſelf, Theſe cheeks will one | 
day grow wrinkled, theſe eyes be encircled with 
vermilion, that boſom become flabby and pendant, 
that head bald and palſied. Now 1 have only to 
conſider her at preſent in imagination, as ſhe will 
afterwards appear; and certainly a lair face will ne- 
ver turn my head. 0 ? 
In. the ſecond place, L will be always temperite. 
It will be in vain to tempt me with good cheer, with Ez 
delicious wines, or the charms-of fociety. I will - 
have only to figure to myſelf the conſequences of, . _, 
excels, an aching head, a loathing ſtomach, the loſs = 
of reaſon, of health, aki of time: I will then . 
eat to ſupply the waſte of nature; my health will N 
be always us, mY: ideas * and luminous. Ew | 
| is 
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this 1s ſo eaſy that there i is no merit in accompliſh- 
= Ing it. 
But, ſays Memnon, I muſt think. a little of how 
Iam to regulate my fortune : why, my defires are 
moderate, my wealth. is ſecutely placed with the 

Receiver General of the finances of Nineveh : I 
have wherewithal to live independent; and that is 

the greateſt of bleſſings. I ſhall never be under the 
cruel neceſſity of dancing attendance at court; I 

Vill never envy any one, and no body will envy me: 
ſtill all this js eafy. I have friends, continued he, 
and I will preſerve. them, for we. ſhall never have 
any difference ; I will never take amiſs any thing 
they may ſay or do; and they will behave in the 
 Kme way, to me.. here: is no difficulty f in all 
this.” 

Having thus laid his little plan of philoſophy in 
his cloſet, Memnon put his head out of the window. 
He faw two women walking under the plane. trees 

dear his houſe, The one was old, and appeared 
Juite at her eaſe. Theother was young, handſome, 
9 ſeemingly much agitated : ſhe ſighed, ſhe 
and ſeemed on that account ſtill more beau- 
rifal. Our philoſopher was touched, not, to be 
ſure, with the beauty of the lady, (he was too much 
etermined not to feel any uneaſineſs of that kind) 
but with the diſtreſs which he ſaw her in. He came. 
down ſtairs and accoſted the young Ninevite in the 
deſign of conſoling her with philoſophy. -That 
ovely perſon related to him, with an air of the 
greateſt ſimplicity, and in the moſt affecting man- 
ner, the 1 injuries Nhe ſuſtained from an imaginary 
uncle; with what art he had deprived her of ſome 
Imaginary property, and of the violence which ſhe 
5 pretended to dread from him. You appear to me 
| fad — a man of ſuch anita that if you will 
| . 
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condeſcend to come to my houſe and examine into 


my affairs, I am perſuaded you will be able to draw 
me from the cruel embarraſſment J am at preſent 


involved in.“ Memnon did not heſitate to follow 
her, to examine her affairs philoſophieally, and to 
give her ſound counfel. are 
Ihe afflicted lady led him into a Pettumes cham- 
ber, and politely made him fit down with her on a 
large ſapha, where they both placed themſelves op- 
Polite to each other, in the attitude ef cotivetlation, 


their legs croſſed; the one eager in telling her ſto- 


Ty, the ather liſtening with devout attention. The 
lady ſpoke with downcaſt eyes, whence there ſoms- 
Fuel fell a tear, and which, as the now and then 
ventured to raiſe them, always met thoſe of the 


ſage Memnon. Their diſcourſe was full of tender- 


neſs, Which redoubled as often as their eyes met. 


Memnon took her affairs exceedingly to heart, 
and felt himſelf every inſtant more and more in- 


lined. to odtige a perſon ſo virtuous and ſo unhap- 
By degrees, in the warmth of converſatior 

they ceaſed to ſit oppoſite; they drew nearer; the 

legs were no longer croſſed. 'Memnon:counſelled _ 


Her fo cloſely, and gave her ſuch tender adyſces, 
that neither of them could talk any longer af Þy- | 
Lineſs, nor well knew what they were about. 


At this intereſting moment, as may ality! bs 


imagined, who ſhould come in but the uncle; he 


was armed from head to foot, and the firſt thivg 
he ſaid was, that he would immediately ſacrifice, as 


was juſt, the ſage Memnon and his niece; the lat- 
ter, Who made her eſcape, knew that he was well 
enough difpoſed to pardon, provided a good round 
ſum were offered to him. Memnon was obliged 
to purchaſe his ſafety with all he had about him. 


In thoſe days people were happy | in getting fo eafily 
. J. g Jul 
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quit. America was not then diſcovered, and diſtre{- 
Jed ladies were not n ſo dangerous as they are 
NOW. 1 


got home to his own houſe: there he found a card 
inviting him to dinner with ſome of. his intimate 


Friends. If I remain at home alone, ſaid be, I hall 


haye my mind ſo occupied with this vexatious ad- 


Memnon, derer wich frame and 8 5 


venture, that I ſhall not be able to eat a bit, and I 


ſhall bring upon myſelf ſome diſeaſe. It will there- 
fore be prudent in me to go to my intimate friends, 
and partake with them of a frugal repaſt, I ſhall 
forget, in the ſweets of their ſociety, the folly I have 


this morning been guilty of. 1 he at- 
tends the meeting; he is diſcovered to 8 une all 


at ſomething, and he is urged to drink and bani 
care. A liitle wine, drunk in moderation, com- 


forts the heart of god and man: ſo reaſons, Mem- | 


non the philoſopher, and he becomes intoxicated. 
After the repaſt, play is propoſed. A little play, 
with one's intimate friends, i is a harmleſs paſtime :-- 
he plays and loſes all that is in his purſe; and four 
times as much on his word. A difpute ariſes on 


ſome circumſtance in the game, and the diſputants 
grow warm: one of his intimate friends throws a 


dicebox at his head, and ſtrikes out one of his eyes. 


The philoſopher Memnon is carried home to his 


Houſe, drunk and. Pe e with the loſs of an 
LI: RO 

'. He Bona: out his debauch, and Due his 1 
has got a little clear, he ſends his ſervant to the 


Receiver General of the finances of Nineveh to 
draw a little money to pay his debt of honour to 


his intimate friends: The ſervant returns and in- 
forms him, that the Receiver-General had that 


8 n Vern: feclayed a traudylcnt bankrupt, and 
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that by this means an hundred families are reduced 
to poverty and deſpair. Memnon, almoſt beſide 
himſelf, puts a plaſter on his eye and a petition in 
his pocket, and goes to court to ſolicit juſtice from 
the king againſt the bankrupt. In the ſaloon he 
meets a number of ladies, all in the higheſt ſpirits, 
and failing along with hoops four and twenty feet- 
in circumference. One of them, who knew him a 
little, eyed him aſkance, and cried aloud, Ah! 


what a horrid monſter !” Another, who was better 


acquainted with him, thus accoſts him, Good-- 
morrow, Mr Memnon, I hope you are very well, 
Mr Memnon : La! Mr Memnon, how did you loſe 
our eye? and turning upon her heel, ſhe trip- 
ped away without waiting an anſwer. Memnon 
hid himſelf in a corner, and waited for the moment 
when he could throw himſelf at the feet of the 
monarch. 'That moment at laſt arrived. Three 
rimes he kiſſed the earth, and preſented his petition. 
His gracious majeſty received him very favourably, 
and referred the paper to one of his ſatraps, that 
he might give him an account of it. The ſatrap 
takes , "hci aſide, and ſays to him with a haugh- 
ty air and fatyrical grin, © Hark ye, you fellow 
with the one eye, you muſt be a comical dog in- 
deed, to addreſs yourſelf to the king rather than to 
me; and ſtill more ſo, to dare to demand juſtice 
againſt an honeſt bankrupt, whom I honour with 
my protection, and who is nephew to the waiting 


maid of my miſtreſs. Proceed no further in this 


buſineſs, my good friend, if you wiſh to preſerve 
the eye you have left.” | 
+» Memnon having thus, in his cloſer, reſolved to 
renounce women, the exceſſes of the table, play and 
quarreling, but eſpecially having determined never. 
do go to court, had been in the ſhort ſpace of four 
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and twenty hours duped and robbed by,a gentle 


dame, had got drunk, had gamed, had been engag- 
ed in a quarrel, had got his eye knocked-out, and 
had been at court, where he was incered at and in- 


ſulted. 
- Petrified with aſtoniſhment, ant his 3 brake 


with grief, Memnon returns. homeward in deſpair. 


As he was about to enter his houſe, he is repulſed- 

a number of officers who are carrying off his 
furniture for the benefit of his creditors; he falls 
down almoſt lifeleſs under a plane tree. There he 
finds the fair dame of the morning, who was walking 
with her dear uncle; and both ſet up a loud laugh 


om ſeeing Memnon with his plaſter. The night 


_ approached, and Memnon made his bed on ſome 
- ſtraw near the walls of his houſe. Here the ague 


ſeized him, and he fell aſſeep in one of the- fits, 


when a celeftial ſpirit appearedito him in a dream. 
It was all reſplendent with light; it had ſix beau- 


| tiful wings, but neither feet, nor hiked: nor tail, and 


could be likened to nothing. What art thou! "op 
ſaid Memnon. © Thy good genius,“ rephed the 
ſpirit. '© Reſtore to me then my eye, my health, 

my fortune, my reafon,” ſaid Memnon ; and he 
related how he had loſt them all in one en 
6 Theſe are adventures which never happen to us 
in the world we inhabit,” ſaid the ſpirit. And 


what world do you inhabit ?” ſaid the man of afflic- 


tion, © My native country,” replied the other, 
* 1s ive hundred millions of leagues diſtant from 
the ſun, in a little ſtar near Sirius, which you ſee 
from hence.” * Charming country!“ ſaid Memnon: 


« And are there indeed with you no jades to dupe- | 


a poor devil, no intimate friends that win his mo- 
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ney and knock out an eye to him, no fraudulent 
| Op, no ns that make a jeſt of you while 


they 
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they refuſe you juſtice? © No,” faid the-inhabi- 
tant of the ſtar, © we have nothing of what you 
talk of; we are never duped by women, becauſe 
we have none among us; we never commit ex- 
ceſſes at table, becauſe we neither eat nor drink; 
we have no bankrupts, becauſe with us there is, 
neither ſilver nor gold; our eyes cannot be knocked 
out, becauſe we have not bodies in the form of 
yours; and fatraps never do us injuſtice, becauſe in 
our world we are all equal.” Pray, my Lord,“ 
then ſaid Memnon, © without women and without 
eating how do you ſpend your time?” In watch- 


ing,” ſaid the genius, over the other worlds that / 


are entruſted to us; and E am nom come to give 
you conſolation.” „ Alas P“ replied Memnon, 
** why did you not come yeſterday to hinder me 
m committing ſo many indiſcretions ?* „I was 
with your elder brother Haſſan,” ſaid the celeſtial 
being. © He is ſtill more to be pitied than you 
are. His moſt gracious Majeſty, the Sultan of the 
Indies, in whoſe court he has the honour to ſerve, 
has cauſed both his eyes to be put out for ſame 
fmall indiſcretion; and be is now in a dungeon, 
his hands and feet loaded with chains.” “ 'Fis a 
happy thing truly, fſaid Memnon, to have a 
good genius in one's family, when out of two bro- 
| thers one is blind of an eye, the other blind of both; 
one ſtretched upon ſtraw, the other in a dungeon.” 
* Your fate will ſoon change,” faid the animal of 
the ſtar. - © It is true, you will never recover your 
eye but, except that. you may be ſufficiently hap- 
py if you never again take it into your head to 
be a perfect philoſopher.” * Is it then impoſſible ?” 
ſaid Memnon. © As impoſſible as to be perfectly 
wiſe, perfectly ſtrong, perfectly powerful, perfectly 
happy. We ourſelves are very far from it. There 
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» a world indeed where all this takes place ; but, 


inthe hundred thouſand millions of worlds diſperl- 
ed over the regions of ſpace, every thing goes on 
by d egrees. There is leſs philoſophy and leſs en- 


joyment in the ſecond than in the firſt, leſs in the 


third than in the ſecond, and fo forth till the laſt in 
the ſcale, where all are completely fools.” I am 


afraid,” ſaid Memnon, that our little terraqueous 
| Fobe here is the madhouſe of thoſe hundred thou- 


and millions of worlds, of which your Lordſhip 
does me the honour to ſpeak.” < Not quite,” faid 
the ſpirit, te but very nearly : every thing muſt be 
in its proper place.“ gut are thoſe poets and phi- 
loſophers wrong, then, who tell us that every thing 


is for the beſt?” No, they are right, when we 


conſider things in relation to the gradation of the 


whole univerſe.” © Oh! I ſhall never believe it till 
I recover my eye again,” faid th e poor Memnon. 


PLA. 


Pr-xro vs was a great dreamer, as many others 
have been ſince his time. He dreamt that 
mankind were formerly double; and that, as a 
puniſhment for their crimes, they were divided into 
male and female. 
He undertook to prove that there can be no more 
than fire perfect worlds, becauſe there are but five | 
regular mathematical bodies. His republic was 
one of his principal dreams. He dreamt, more- 
over, that watching ariſes from ſleep, and ſleep from 
watching; and that a perſon who ſhould attempt 
to look at an eclipſe, otherwiſe than in a pail of 
water, would infallibly loſe his fight. Dreams b We, £ 
at that time, in great reputation. 
Here follows one of his dreams, which is not one 
of the leaſt intereſting. He thought that the great 
Demiurgos, the eternal geometer, having peopled 
the immenſity of ſpace with innumerable globes, 
Vas willing to make a trial of the knowledge of the 
genii who had been witneſſes of his works. - He 
gave to each of them a ſmall portion of matter to 

range, nearly in the ſame manner as Phidias ane 
eur v would have given args ſcholars a ſtatue to 
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Carve, Or a nk to paint, if we may be allowed to 
compare ſmall things to great. 
|  Demogorgon had for his lot the lump of mould, 
which we call the Earth; and having formedit, ſuch 
as it now appears, he chou ght he had executed a 
maſter-piece. He imagined he had ſilenced Envy 
Herſelf, and expected to receive the higheſt pane- 
gyrics, even from his brethren: but how great was 
his ſurpriſe, when, at his next appe ring among 
them, they Teteived him with a general his. | 
One among them, more ſatirical than the reſt, 
accolted him thus : © Truly yau have performed 
mighty. feats! you have divided your world into 
two- parts; and, left the one ſhould have ay com- 
ly pla- 
ced a vaſt collection of waters between its to 
| kemiſpheres. The inhahitants mult periſh with 
cold under both your poles, and be ſcorched to 
death under the line. You have, in your great 
prudence, formed immenſe deſerts of fands, for 
all who travel oyer them to die with hunger and 
#hirſt, I have no fault to find with your cows, your 
Theep, your cocks, and your' hens ; but can ne- 
ver be reconciled to your ſerpents and your ſpi- 
ders. Your onions and your artichokes are very good 
things, but I cannot conceive what whim took you 
In the head to ſcatter ſuch an heap of poiſonous 


plants over the face of your earth, unleſs it was to 


pPoiſon its inhabitants. Moreover, if I am not miſ⸗ 
Laken, you have created about thirty different kinds 
- of monkeys, 2 ſtill graater number of dogs, and 
only four or five ſpecies of the human race. It 
is true, indeed, you have beſtowed. on the latter of 
theſe animals a ſomewhat, by you called Reaſon ; 
but, in truth, this ſame reaſon is a very ridiculous 
e and borders very near 15 folly. Beſides, 
a. 
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you do not ſeem to have ſhown any very great re- 
gard to this two-legged creature, ſeeing you have 

made him with ſo few means of defence; ſubjected 
him to ſo many diſorders, and provided him with ſo 
few remedies; and formed him with ſtich a multitude 
of paſſions, and ſo ſmall a portion of wiſdom or pru- 
dence to reſiſt them. You certainly was not will- 
ing that there ſhould remain any great number of 
theſe animals on the earth at once; for, without 
teckoning the dangers to which you have expoſed 
them, you have ſo ordered matters, that, taking 
every day through the year, the ſmallpox will re- 
ylarly carry off the tenth part of the ſpecies, and 
its ſiſter malady will taint the ſprings of life in the 


nine remaining parts; and then, as if this was not 


ſufficient, you have fo diſpoſed things; that one- 
half of thoſe who ſurvive will be occupied in going 
to law with each other, or cutting .ohe another's 
throats: Now, they muſt doubtleſs have infinite 
obligations to you, and it muſt be owned you have 
executed a maſter-piece.” | | 
Demogorgon blaſhed : he was ſenſible there was 
much moral and. phyſical evil in this affair; but. 
ſtill he inſiſted there was more good than ill in it. 
&« It is an eaſy matter to find fault, good folks!“ 
faid the genii; but do you imagine it is ſo eaſy 


to form an animal, who, having the gift of reaſon 


and free-will, ſhall not ſometimes abuſe his liberty? 


Do you think, that, in rearing between nine and 
ten thouſand different plants, it is ſo eaſy to prevent 


ſome few from having noxious qualities? Do you 
ſuppoſe, that with a certain quantity of water, ſand, 


and mud, you could make a globe that ſhould have 


neither ſeas nor deſerts? As to you, my ſneering 
friend, I think you have juſt finiſhed the planet 
Mars. Let us ſee now what figure you make with 
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your two great belts, and your long nights, without 


a moon to enlighten them. Let us examine your 


world, and ſee whether the inhabitants you have 


made are exempt from follies or diſeaſes.” 
Accordingly the genu fell to examining the pla- 
net Mars, when the laugh went ſtrengly againſt 


the laugher. The ſerious genii who had made the 


planet Saturn, did not eſcape without his ſhare of 
cenſure, and his brother operators, the makers of 
Jupiter, Mercury, and Venus, had each in their 
turns ſome reproaches to undergo. 


Several large volumes, and a great number of 


' pamphlets, were written on this occaſion; ſmart 


fayings and witty repartees flew about on all ſides 
they raled againſt'and ridiculed each other; and, 


in ſhort, the difputes were carried on with all the 
warmth of party heat, when the eternal Demiurgos 


thus impoſed filence on them all: © In your feve- 


ral performances there is both good and bad, be- 
cauſe you have a great fhare of underſtanding, but 
at the ſame time fall ſhort of perfection. Your 


works will not endure above an hundred million of 


years, after which you will acquire more know- 


ledge, and perform better. It belongs to me alone 


to create things perfect and immortal.“ 


This was the doctrine Plato taught his diſciples. 


One of them, when he bad finiſned his harangue, 
cried out, and fo then you awoke. | 
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borders of the Ganges, the country of the 
ancient Brachmans, I endeavoured to inſtruct my- 
ſelf in their religion and manners. I underſtood. 
the Indian language tolerably well. I heard a. 
great deal, and remarked every thing. I lodgedat - 
the houſe of my correſpondent Omri, who was the 
molt worthy man I ever knew. He was of the re- 
ligion of the Bramins : : I have the honour to be 2. 
Muſſulman. We never exchanged one word higher 
than another about Mahomet or Brama. We per- 
formed our ablutions each on his own fide; we 
drank of the ſame ſherbet, and we ate of the lame 

rice, as if we had been two brothers. ; 

One day we went together to the pagoda of 
Gavani. There, we ſaw ar] bands of Faquirs; 
ſome of whom were Janguis, that is to ſay, con- 
templative Faquirs; and others diſciples of the an- 
cient Gymnoſophiſts, who led an active life. They 
have all a learned language peculiar to themſelves; 
it is that of themoſt ancient Brachmans; and they 
have a book written in this language, which they 
call the Hanſcrit. It is, beyond all contradiction. 
the moſt ancient book in all Aſia, not excepting the 
Zend. . 


I happened to croſs a Faquir, who was reading in 


- book. Ah! wretched Infidel! cried he, thou 
Rr 2 haſt 


) 


HEN I was in the cs of 8 on the 
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haſt made me loſe a number of male that 1 Was 
counting, which will occaſion my ſoul to paſs into 


the body of a hare inſtead of that of a parrot, with 


which I had before the greateſt reaſon to flatter 


myſelf. I gave him à roupee to comfort him for 
the accident. In going a few paces farther, I had 


the misfortune to ſneeze; the noiſe I made rouzed | 


a Faquir who was in a trance. Heavens | cried he, 
what a dreadful noiſe ! | Where am 1? I can no lon- 
ger ſee the tip of my noſe I the heavenly light has 


'Þ diſappe ared. If I am the cauſe, ſaid I, of) your ſee- 
ing further than the length of your noſe, here is a 


roupee to repair the injury I have done you: Iquint 


again, and reſume the heavenly light. 8 
Having thus brought myſelf off Giſereelly enough, 
I paſſed over to the ſide of the Gymnoſophiſts, ſe- 
Lacs of whom brought me a parcel of mighty pret- 
ty nails to drive into my arms and thighs, in hon- 
our of Brama. I bought their nails, and made uſe 


of them to faſten down my boxes. Others were“ 


dancing upon their hands, others cut capers on the 


fack rope, and others went always upon one foot. 


There were ſome who dragged a heavy chain about 
with them, and others carried a pack ſaddle; ſome 
had their heads always in a buſhel; the beſt people 


in the world to live with. My friend Omri carri- 
ed me to the cell of one of the moſt famous of theſe. 


His name was Bababec: he was as naked as he was 


born, and had a great chain about his neck, that 
0 weighed upwards of fixty pounds. He fat on 4 


wooden chair, very neatly decorated with little 


u pe Halt, ant run into 1 $ potteripts ; and 


— * 


When the 2 have a Fe to oi the heavenly light, 
which very frequently happens with them, they turn | their eyes ; 
dow pwards we the Ups of their noſe. 2 


Sy you 


* : Ban 4326 | | ** 


you would have thought he had been fitting on a 
velvet cuſhion. Numbers of women flocked to him 
to confult him: he was the oracle of all the fami- 
lies i in the neighbourhood and was, truly ſpeaking, 
in great reputation, I was witneſs to a long con- 
verſation that Omri had with him. Do you think, 
father, ſaid my friend, that, after haying gone 
through ſeven metempſichoſes, I may at length ar- 
br at the habitation of Brama ? That is as it may 
ppen, ſaid the Faquir. What ſort of life do you 
lead ? L endeavour, anſwered Omri, to be a good 
ſubject, a good huſband, a good father, and a good: 
friend: I end money without intereſt to the rich 
who want it, and I give it to the poor: I preſerve 
peace amongſt my neighbours. | But have you 
ever run nails into your backſide ? demanded the; 
Bramin, Never, reverend father. I am ſorry 
for it, replied the father; very ſorry for it, indeed: 
It is a thouſand pities; but you will certainly not 
reach above the nineteenth heaven. No higher! 
ſaid Omri. In troth, I am very well contented with 
my lot. What is it to me whether I go into the 
nineteenth or the twentieth, provided I do my du- 
4 in my pilgrimage, and am well received at the 
end of my journey? Is it not as much as one can 
deſire, to live with a fair character in this world, 
and be happy with Brama in the next? And pray 
what heaven do you think of going to, good Maſter 
Bababec, with your nails and your chain? Into the 
thirty. fifth. ſaid Bababec. I admire your modeſty, 
replied Omri, to pretend to be better lodged than 
me: this is ſurely the mere effects of an exceſſive 
ambition. How can you, who candemn others 
that covet honours in this world, arrogate ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed one's to yourſelf in the next? What 
Fight have you to be better treated than me? _— 
| tat 
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that I beſtow more alms to the poor in ten days,” 
than the nails you run into your backſide coſt for 
ten years! What is it to Brama, that you paſs the 
whole day ſtark naked with a chain about your 
neck? This is doing a notable ſervice to your coun- 
try, doubtleſs! I have a thouſand times more eſ- 
teem for the man who ſows pulſe or plants trees 
for-all your tribe, than they who look at the tip of 
their noſes, or carry a pack. ſaddle to ſhew their 
magnanimity. Having finiſhed this ſpeech, Omri 
ſoftened his yoice, embraced the Bramin, and, with 
an endearing ſweetneſs, beſought him to throw 
aſide his nails and his chain, to go home with him, 
and live with decency and comfort. The Faquir 


was perſuaded: he was waſhed clean, rubbed with —_ 


eſſences and perfumes, and clad in a decent habit: 
he lived a fortnight in this manner, behaved with 
prudence. and wiſdom, and acknowledged that he 
was a thouſand times more happy than before: but 
he loſt his credit among the people; the women 
no longer crouded to conſuit him: he therefore 
quitted the houſe of the friendly Omri, and return- 
ed to his nails and his chain, to en his epo | 
| Wanger „„ [ 


| : 42M 
N the year 1723, there was a Chineſe in Hol- 
land, who was both a learned man and a mer- 
chant, two things that ought by no means to be in- 
compatible; but which, thanks to the profound 
reſpect that is ſhewn to money, and the little re- 
gard that the human ſpecies do, and ever will, pay 
to merit, are become ſo among us. 
This Chineſe, who fpoke a | ittle Dutch, happen- 
ed to be in a bookſeller's ſhop at the ſame time 
that ſome literati were aſſembled there. He aſked 
for a book; they offered him Boſſuet's Univerfal 
Hiſtory, badly tranſlated. At the title Univerſal 
Hiſtory, how pleaſed am I, cried the Oriental, to 
have met with this book; I ſhall now ſee what 18 
ſaid of our great empire; of a nation that has ſub- 
ſiſted for upwards of fifty thouſand years; of that 
long dynaſty of emperors who have governed us 
for ſuch a number of ages. I ſhall ſee what theſe 
Europeans think of the religion of our literati, and 
of that pure and ſimple worſhip we pay to the 
Supreme Being. What a pleaſure will it be to me 
to find how they ſpeak of our arts, many of which 
are of a more antient date with us than the eras of 
all the kingdoms,of Europe! I fancy the author 
will be greatly miſtaken in relation to the war we 
had about twenty-two thouſand five hundred and 


fifty. two years ago, with the martial people of Ton- 
quin 
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| quin and Japan, as well as the ſolemn ambaſſy that 
| the powerful emperor o Mogulitan ſent, to requeſt 
a body of laws from us in the year of the world 
| 500009000000079123450000. Lord bleſs you, 
ſaid one of the literati, there is hardly any mention 
made of that nation in this book, it is too inconſi- 
| ; derable. © Almoſt the hoſe of it is taken up with 
| an account of the firſt nation in the world, the only 
nation, thoſe great people the Jews. 
be Jews! ſaid the Chineſe, thoſe people then 
muſt certainly be maſters of three parts of the globe 
at leaſt, They hope to be ſo one day, anſwered 
the other ; but at preſent they are thoſe pedlars 
that you ſee going about here with toys and nick- 
nacks, and that ſometimes do us the honour to clip 
our gold and ſilver. Surely you are not ſerious, 
faid the Chineſe; could thoſe people ever have been 
in poſſeſſion of a vaſt empire? Here I joined in the 
converſation, and told him, that for a few years 
they were in poſſeſſion of a ſmall country to N 
. ſelves; but that we were not to judge of a people 
| from the extent of their dominions, any more than 
of a man by his riches. 98 
But does not this book take notice of "IN other 
nations? demanded the man of letters. Undoubt- 
:  edly, replied a learned gentleman who ſtood at my 
elbow; it treats largely of a fmall country about 
ſixty leagues wide, called Egypt, in which it is ſaid h 
that there is a lake of one hundred and fifty leagues 
in circumference, made by the hands of man. My 
god! exclaimed the Chineſe, a lake of one hun- 
dred and fifty leagues in circumference within a 
ſpot of ground only ſixty leagues wide, this is very 
curious ! 'The inhabitants of that country continued 
the doctor, were all ſages. What A times were 
| thoſe, EY the Chine's, but 1 is chat all No, * 1 
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the other, there is mention made of thoſe famous 
people the Greeks. Greeks! Greeks! ſaid the 
Aſiatic, who are thoſe Greeks? Why, reply'd the. 
philoſopher, they were maſters of a little province, 
about the two hundredth part as large as China, 
but whoſe fame ſpread over the whole world. In- 
| deed ! ſaid the Chineſe, with an air of openneſs and 
ingenuouſneſs ; I declare I never heard the leaſt 
mention of theſe people, either in the Mogul's 
country, in Japan, or in Great Tartary. 
Q, the barbarian ! the ignorant creature! cry'd 
out our ſage, . very politely. Why then, I ſuppoſe 
you know nothing of Epaminondas the Theban, 
nor of the Pirzan Haven, nor the names of Achil- 
les's two horſes, nor of Silenus's aſs? You have 
never heard ſpeak of jupiter, nor of Diogenes, nor 
of Lais, nor of Cybele, nor of „ 
I am very much afraid; ſaid the learned Orien- 
tal, interrupting him, that you know nothing of 
that eternally memorable adventure of the famous 
Xixofon Concochigramki, nor of the myſteries of _ 
the great Fi-pſi hi- hi. But pray tell me what other 
unknown things does this Univerſal Hiſtoty treat 
of? Upon this my learned neighbour harangued 
for a quarter of an hpur together about the Roman 
republic, and when he came. to Julius Czfar, the 
Chineſe ſtopped him, and very gravely faid, I think 
J have heard of him, was he not a Turk*? ' 
How! cry'd our ſage in a fury, don't you ſo much 
as know the difference between Pagans, Chriſtians, 
and Mahometans? Did you never hear of Conſtan- 
tine? Do you know nothing of the hiſtory of the 


"I > 4 - » . I. | 
— — _— * 


Not long ſin ce the Chineſe took all the Europeans to be 
Mahometans. EY 1 8 
3 8 | popes? 
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popes ! ? We have heardiome thing confuſedly of one 
Mahomet, reply d the Aſiatic. 

It is impoſſible, ſure, ſaid the other, but you muſt 
have heard at leaſt of Luther, Zuinglius, Bellar- 
min, and Oecolampadius. I ſhall never remember 
all thoſe names, ſaid the Chineſe ; and ſo ſaying he . 
quitted the ſhop, and went to ſell a large quantity 
of Pekoa tea, and fine callicoe, with which he 

bought two fine girls, and a young lad, and ſet fail 
for his own country, adoring Tien, and recommend- 


N 


ing Himſelf to Confucius. 8 
As to myſelf, the converſation 1 had been wit- Fe 
neſs to plainly diſcovered to me the nature of vain- | 
glory; and I could not forbear exclaiming, Since a 
Cæſar and Jupiter are names unknown to the fin- 1 
eſt, moſt ancient, moſt extenſive, moſt populous, 5 
and moſt civilized kingdom in the univerſe, it be- t 
comes ye well, O ye rulers of petty ſtates! ye pul- 3 
pit orators of a narrow pariſh, or a little town! ye i 
| doQtors of Salamanca, or of Bourges! ye trifling by 
authors, and ye heavy commentators !—lt becomes 5 
vou well, A to * at reputation. . : 
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nerally known throughout the whole pro- 


vince of Candahar. He was the only ſon of a mir. 


Za of that country: the title of Mirza there is much 


the ſame with that of Marquis amongſt us, or that 


of Baron amongſt the Germans. The mirza his 


father had a handſome fortune. Young Ruſtan 


was to be married to a mirzaſſe, or young lady of 
his own rank; the two families earneſtly deſired 
their union. Ruſtan was- to become the comfort 
of his parents, to make his wife happy, and to live 
bleſt in her poſſeſſion. 


But he had unfortunately ſeen the princeſs of 
Cachemire at the fair of Kaboul, which is the moſt 


conſiderable fair in the world, aud much more fre- 
quented than thoſe of Baſſora and Aſtracan: the 
occaſion that brought. the old prince of Cachemire 


z 


to the fair with his daughter was as follows: js 


He had loſt the rwo moſt precious curioſities of 
his trealury ; one of chem was a diamond as thick 
as a man's thumb, up 1b which the figure of his 
daughter was engravqtby an art which was then 
poſſeſſed by the Indians, and has ſince been loſt; 
the older was a javelin, which went of itſelf where. 

8 12 I ever 
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ever its owner thought proper to ſend it: this 5 is 
nothing very extraordinary amongſt us, but it was 


thought fo at Cachemire. 


A faquir belonging to his highneſs ſtole theſe 
two curioſities ; he carried them to the princeſs : 
Keep theſe two curioſities with the utmoſt care, 
faid he, your deſtiny depends upon them. Having 
ſpoke thus, he departed, and was not afterwards 
ſeen. The duke of Cachemire, in deſpair, reſolved 
to viſit the fair of Kaboul, in order to ſee whether 
there might not, amongſt the merchants, who go 
thither from all the quarters of the world, be ſome 
one poſſeſſed of his diamond and his weapon. He 

carried his daughter with him in all his travels. She 
carried her diamond well faſtened to her girdle; 
but the javelin which ſhe could not ſo eaſily hide, 
the Fo carefully locked up at Cachemire in a large 
cheſt. 

Ruſtan and ſhe ſaw each e at Rido ; they 
loved one another with all the ſincerity of perſons 
of their age, and all the tenderneſs. of affeftion na- 
| tural to thoſe of their country. The princefs gave 

Ruſtan her diamond as a pledge of her love, and 
| hepromiſed at his departure to go incognito to 

chemire, in order to pay her a viſit, 
 Theyoung mirza had two favourites, who ved 
him as ſecretaries, grooms, ſtewards, and valets 

de chambre; the name of one was Topaze ; he was 
handſome, well: ſhaped, fair as a Circaſſian beauty, 
as mild and ready tg fe ſerve as an Armenian, and as 
wiſe as a Guebra. The name' of the other was 
Ebene; he was a very beautiful negro, more ac- 
tive and induſtrious than Topaze, and one that 
thought nothing difficult. The young mirza com- 
municated his intention of travelling to theſe. 
Jopaze endeavoured to difſuade him from it with 


5 the 
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the circutnſpe&t zeal of a ſervant who was unwill- 
ing to offend him ; he repreſented to him the great 


danger to which he expoſed himſelf; he aſked him 


how he could leave two families in deſpair | ? how 


he could pierce the hearts of his parents? He ſhook: 


the reſolution of Ruſtan ; but Ebene confirmed it 
anew, and obyiated all his obj ections. | 
The Foung man was not furniſhed with money 


to defray the charge of ſo long a voyage; the pru- 


dent Topaze would not have lent him any; Ebene 
ſupplied him; he with great addreſs ſtole his maſ- 
ter's diamond, made a falſe one exactly like it, which 
he put in its place, and pledged the true one to an 
Armenian for ſeveral thouſand roupees. 


As foon as the marquis was poſſeſſed of his rou- 


pies, all things were in readineſs for his departure; 


an elephant was loaden with his baggage, his at- 
tendants mounted on horſeback. Topaze ſaid to 


his maſter, I have taken the liberty to expoſtulate 


with you upon your enterprize, but, after expoſtu- 
lating, it is my duty to obey; I am devoted to you, 


I love you, I will follow you to the extremity of 


the earth; but let us by the way conſult the 4 


that is but two paraſonges diſtant from here: Ruſ- 
tan conſented. The anſwer returned by the oracle 


Vas, © If you go to the eaſt you will be at the 


weſt.” Ruſtan could not gueſs the meaning of 
this anſwer, Topaze-maintained that it boded no 


good. Ebene, always complaiſant to his maſter, 


zerſuaded him that it was highly favourable. 
There was another oracle at Kaboul ; they went 


to it; the oracle of Kaboul made anſwer in theſe. 
words, © It you poſſeſs, you will ceaſe to poſſeſs; 


* if you are conqueror, you will not conquer; if 
you are Ruſtan, you will ceaſe to be ſo.” This 
oracle Ar far more unintelligible than the 

former. 
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former. Take care of yourſelf, ſaid Topaze: fear | 


nothing, ſaid Ebene; and this miniſter, as may well 
be imagined, was always thought in the right by 
his maſter; whoſe paſſions and hopes he encoura- 
ged. Having left Kaboul, they paſſed through a 
vaſt foreſt ; they ſeated themſelves upon the graſs, 
in order to take a repaſt and left their horſes graz- 
ing. The attendants were preparing to unload the 


elephant which carried the dinner, the table, cloth, 


plates, &c. when, all on a ſudden, Topaze and 
Ebene were perceived by the little caravan to be 


miſſing. They were called, the foreſt reſounded 


with the names of Topaze 79d Ebene; the lac- 
quies ſeek them on every ſide, and fill the foreſt 
with their cries ; they return without having ſeen | 
any thing, and without having received any anſwer, 


We have, ſaid they to Ruſtan, found nothing N 
à vulture that fought with an eagle. and ſtript it of 


all its feathers. The mention of this combat. ex- | 
cited the curioſity of Ruſtan; he went on foot to 


the place; he perceived neither vulture nor eagle; 


but he ſaw his elephant, which was ſtill loaden with 
baggage, attacked by a huge rhinoceros : one ſtruck 
with its horn, the other with its proboſcis. The 
rhinoceros: deſiſted upon ſeeing Ruſtan; his ele- 
phant was brought back, but bis horſes were not 


to be found, Strange things happen in foreſts 


to travellers, cried Ruſtan. The ſervants were 

in great conſternation, and the maſter in deſpair, 
for having at once loſt his horſes, his dear negro, 
and the wiſe Topaze, for whom he till had a 
friendſhip, bang he always differed from him! in 
opinion. 1 8 


The hopes of being ſoon at the for of the "Og | 


teous princeſs of Cachemire conſoled the mirza, | 
1 8 he met Wien Aa _ ſtreaked aſs, which a vi- 


gorous 


The Brack and the Warr. 327 


gorous „ country clown beat with an 
oaken cudgel. The aſſes of this ſort are extremel 
beautiful, very ſcarce, and beyond expreſſion ſwi 3 
in running. The aſs returned the reiterated blows- 
of the clown by kicks which might have rooted up 
an oak. The young mirza, as was reaſonable, took 
upon him the defence of the aſs, which was a 
charming creature. Lhe clown betook himſelf to 
flight, crying to the aſs, You ſhall pay for this. 

The aſs thanked her deliverer in her own lan- 
guage, approached him, let herſelf be careffed, and 
careſſed him in her turn. After dinner, Ruſtan 
mounts her, and takes the road to Cachemire with 


his ſervants, who follow him ſome on foot and ſome 
upon the elephant. Scarce was he got upon bis 


aſs, when that animal turned towards Kaboul, in- 
ſtead of proceeding to Cachemire. It was to no 
purpoſe for her malter to iurn the bridle, to kick, 
to preſs the ſides of the beaſt with his knees, to 
ſpur, to ſlacken the bridle, to pull towards him, to 


whip both on the right and the left, the obſtinate 


animal perſiſted to run towards Kaboul. 


Ruſtan ſweated, fretted, and raved, when hd 


met with a dealer in camels, who ſaid to him, Mal- 
ter, you have got a very malicious beaſt, which 
carries you where you do not chuſe to go; if you 
will give it to me, I will give you the choice of four 


of my camels. Ruſtan thanked providence for 


having thrown ſo good a bargain in his way. To- 
paze was very much in the wrong, faid he, to tell 


me that my journey would prove unproſperous. He 
mounts the handſomeſt camel, the other three fol- 


low; he rejoins his caravan, and ſees himſelf! in che 
Toad to his happineſs. _ | 
* Scarce had he walked four paraſonges, Ye be 
Thu, ſtopped by a deep, broad, 1 impetuous tor- 
rent, 


— 
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rent, which rolled upon rocks white with foam; the 
two banks were frightful precipices, which dazzled 
the ſight and made the blood run cold : to paſs was 
impraQicable ; ; it was impoſſible to go to the right 
or the left. 1 am beginning to be afraid, ſaid Ruſ- 


tan, that Topaze was in the-right in blaming my 


journey, and that I was in the wrong in undettak- 
ing it; if he was ſtill here he might give me good 
advice; if I had Ebene with me; he would comfort 
me and find expedients; but every thing fails me. 
This perplexity was increaſed by the conſternation 
of his attendants: the night was dark, and they 
paſſed it in lamentations.- At laſt fatigue and de- 


jection made the amorous traveller fall aſleep. He 


awakes at day-break, and ſces a beautiful marble 


bridge built upon the torrent, which reached from 


ſhore to ſhore. - 

Nothing was heard but exclamations, cries of 
aſtoniſhment, and joy. Is it poſſible? Is this a 
dream ? What a prodigy is this ! What an echant- 
ment! Shall we venture to paſs? The whole com- 
pany kneeled, roſe up, went to the bridge, kiſ. 
ſed the ground, looked up to heaven, ſtretched 
out their hands, ſet their feet on it with trem- 
bling, went to and fro, fell into ecſtacies; and 


Ruſlan faid, At laſt heaven favours me; Topaze 


did not know What he was ſaying; oracles were fa- 
vourable to me; Ebene was in the right, but wm" | 
is he not here? 

Scarce had the company got beyond the torrent, 


- when the bridge ſunk into the water with a pro- 


digions noiſe. --So much the better, ſo much the 


better, cried Ruſtan, praiſed be God, bleſſed be 


heaven; it would not have me return to my coun- 
try, where I ſhould be nothing more than a gentle- 


man; the intention of A8 is, 2 1 117 10 wed 


her 


. 
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her I love; I ſhall become prince of Cachemire; 
thus in “ poſſeſſing” my miſtreſs I ſhall ceaſe to 
* poſſeſs” my little marquiſate at Candahar. I 
ſhall be Ruſtan, and I ſhall not be Ruſtan,” be- 

_ cauſe I ſhall become a great prince: thus is a great 
part of the oracle clearly explained in my favour, 
the reſt will be explained in the ſame manner, I am 
too happy: but why is not Ebene with me? I re- 

gret him a thouſand times more than Topaze. _ 

He proceeded a few paraſonges farther with _ 
the greateſt alacrity imaginable ; but at the cloſe 
of day, a chain of mountains, more rugged than 3 
a counterſcarp, and higher than the tower of Babel | 
would have been if it had been finiſhed, ſtopped 
the paſſage of the caravan, which was ſeized with 

* dread. APY ies AH PT RE ( 
All the company cried out, It is the will of God 
that we periſh here; he broke the bridge merely 

to take em us all hopes of returning; he raiſed 
the nogMain for no other reaſon but to deprive us | 
of all means of adyancing. Oh, Ruſtan ! oh, unhap- - 7 
py marquis! we ſhall never ſee Cachemire; we ſhall | 
never return to the land of Candahar. . | 
The moſt poignant anguiſh, the moſt inſupport- Oy 
able dejection, ſucceeded in the ſoul of Ruſtan to | 
the immoderate joy which he had felt, to the hopes 

with which he had intoxicated himſelf. . He was "4 
by no means diſpoſed to interpret the prophecies in 
his favour. Oh, heavens! oh, God of my fathers ! | 

ſaid he, muſt I then loſe my friend Topaze! - | 

As he pronounced theſe words, fetching deep | | 

ſighs, and ſhedding tears in the midſt of his diſcon- | 
ſolate followers, the baſis of the mountain opens, 
a long gallery appears to the dazzled eyes in a 
vault lighted with a hundred thouſand torches : 

 Ruſtan immediately begins to lament, and his peo- 

JJ JS: 2 | . 
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ple: to throw themſelves upon their knees, and to 
fall upon their backs in aſtoniſhment, and cry out, 
A miracle! and ſay, Ruſtan is the favourite of 


Witſnow, the well-beloved of Brama; he will be- 


come the maſter of mankind. - Ruſtan believed it, 
he was quite beſide himſelf, he was | raiſed above 
himſelf. Alas, Ebene, faid he, my. dear Ebene, 
where are you? Why. are you not witneſs of all 
thele wonders? How did I loſe you:? Beauteous | 
_ princeſs of Cachemire, when hall J again behold 
your charms! 

He advances with his attendants, his elephants, | 
and his camels, under the hollow of the mountain 5 

at the end of which he enters into a meadow ena- 
melled with, flowers. and encompaſſed with rivulets : 
at the extremity of the meadows are walks of trees 
to the end of which the eye cannot reach, and at 
the end of theſe alleys is a river, on the ſides of 
which are a thouſand pleaſure houſes with delicious 
| gardens. He every where hears concerts of vocal 
haſte to go upon one pe the bridges of N river; 
he aſks the firſt man he meets what fine cou 
that is? 

He whom he addreſſed himſelf to anſwered, You 
are in the province of Cachemire ; you ſee the in- 
habitants immerſed in joy and pleaſures; we cele- 
brate the marriage of our beauteous princeſs, who 
18 going. to be married to the lord Barbabou, to 
whom his father promiſed her; may God perpetu- 
ate their felicity! At theſe words Ruſtan fainted 
away, and the Cachemirian lord thought he was 
troubled with the falling ſickneſs ; he cauſed-him 
to be carried to his houſe, where he remained a 
long time inſenſible. He ſent in ſearch of the two 
11 able * in that part of the A 
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they felt the patient's pulſe, who having ſomewhat 
recovered his ſpirits, ſobbed, rolled his eyes, and 
cried from time to time, Topaze, 2 OPaze, you were 
entirely in the right! 

One of the two phyſicians faid to the Cachinak 
rian lord, I perceive, by this young man's accent, 
that he is from Candahar, and. that the air of this 
country is hurtful to him; he muſt be ſent home: 
J perceive by his eyes that he has loſt his ſenſes; 
entruſt me with him, Iwill carry him back to his 
own country, and cure him. The other phyfician 
maintained, that grief was his only diforder ; and 
that it was proper to carry him to the wedding of 
the princeſs, and make him dance. Whilſt they 
were in conſultation, the patient recovered” his 
Health; the two phyſicians were diſmiſſed, and 
Ruſtan remained alone with his hoſt. 

My lord, faid he, 1 afk your pardon for having 
been fo free as to faint in your preſence ; I know 
it to be a breach of politeneſs; I intreat you to 
accept of my elephant, as an. acknowledgment of 
the kindneſs you have ſhewed me. He then relat- 
ed to him all his' adventure, taking particular care 
to conceal from him the occaſion of his journey. 
But, in the name of Witfnew and Brama, ſaid he 
to him, tell me who is this happy Barbabou, who 
is to marry the princeſs of Cachemire ; why has 
her father choſen him for his ſon- in- law, and why 
has the princeſs accepted of him for an huſband ? 

Sir, anſwered the Cachemurian, the princeſs has 
by no means accepted of Barbabou ; ſhe is, on the 
contrary, in tears, whilſt the whole province joyful- 
ly celebrates her marriage: ſhe has ſhut herfelf up 
in a tower of her palace; ſhe does not chuſe to fee 
any of the Tejoicings made upon the occaſion; 
Ruſtan, at W this, perceived himfelf revive; 
2 £4 the 
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the bloom of his complexion, which grief had 
eauſed to fade, appeared again upon his counte- 
nance. Tell me, I intreat you, continued he, Why 
the prince of Cachemire 1s obſtinately bent upon 
giving his daughter to a Barbabou whom ſhe does 
not like? _ 

This is the fact, DTT the 1 Do 
you know that our auguſt prince loſt a large dia- 
mond and a javelin which he had a great value for? 
Ah! I very well know that, ſaid Ruſtan. Know 
then, ſaid his hoſt, that our prince being i in deſ- 
pair at not having heard of his two precious curio- 
fities, after having cauſed them to be ſought for all 
cover the world, promiſed his daughter to whoever 
ſhould bring him either the one or the other: a 
lord Barbabou came, who had got the diamond, and 
he is to marry the princeſs to-morrow. - | 
Ruſtan turned pale, ſtammered out a compliment, | 
took his leave of his hoſt, and galloped upon his 
dromedary to the capital city, where the ceremony, 
was performed. He arrives at the palace of the 
prince, he tells him he has ſomething of import- 
ance to communicate to him, he demands an au- 
dience ; he is told that the prince is taken up with 
the preparations for the wedding. It is for that 
very reaſon, ſaid he, that I am defirous of ſpeaking 
to him: ſuch is his importunity, that he is at laſ 
admitted. Prince, ſaid he, may God crown all 
your days with glory and magnificence * Jour ſon- 
in-law is a knave. ; 

What! a knave! how dare you ſpeak i in ſuch 
terms ? Is that a proper way of ſpeaking to a duke 
of Cachemire of a ſon-in-law whom he has made 
choice of? Yes, he is a knave, continued Ruſtan; 

and to prove it to your highneſs, 1 have brought 
. you back your diamond. TH 
f The 
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The duke, ſurprized at what he heard, compa- 


red the two diamonds ; and as he was no judge of 
precious ſtones, he could not determine which was 
the true one. Here are two diamonds, ſaid he, 
and I have but one daughter; I am in a ſtrange 
perplexity. | 


He ſent for Barbabou, and aſked him if he had 


not impoſed upon him. Barbabou ſwore he had 
bought his diamond from an Armenian : the other 
did not tell him who he had his from; but he 
propoſed an expedient, which was, that his high- 
neſs would pleaſe to permit him to engage his rival 


in fingle combat. It is not enough for your ſon- in-. 


law to give a diamond, ſaid he, he ſhould alſo give 
proofs of valour. Do not you think it juſt that he 

who kills his rival ſhould marry the princeſs? Un- 
doubtedly, anſwered the prince; it will be a fine 


ſight for the court; fight directly: the conqueror 
ſhall take the arms of the conquered, according to 
the cuſtgms of Cachemire, and he ſhall marry my 


daughter. 


The two pretenders. to the immediately 
go down into the court. Upon the ſtairs there was 


à pie and a raven; the raven cried, Fight, fight; 


the pie cried, Don't fight. This made the prince 
laugh; the two rivals {carce took any notice of it; 


they begin the combat; all the courtiers made æ : - | 
circle round them. The princeſs, who kept her- 


ſelf conſtantly ſhut up in her tower, did not chuſe 


to behold this ſight ; ſhe never dreamt of her lo- 


ver's being at Cachemire, and ſhe hated Barbabou - 


to ſuch a degree, that ſhe could nat. bear the ſight 
of him. The combat had the happieſt eventima- 


ginable ; Barbabou was killed outright ; and this 


greatly rejoiced the people, becauſe he was ugly 


and Ruſtan was very handſome; the favour of thẽ 


public 


3 ages 
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public 1 is almoſt always determined by this circum- 
ſtance. 5 
The conqueror put on the coat of mail, ſcarf, and s 


-the caſque of the conquered, and came, followed 


the whole court, to preſent himſelf under the 
windows of his miſtreſs. The multitude cried a- 
Joud, Beautiful princeſs, come and ſee your hand- 


fome lover, who has killed his ugly rival, Theſe 


words we re- echoed by her women. The princeſs 


unluckily looked out of the window, and ſeeing the 


armour of a man ſhe hated, ſhe ran like one fran- 


tic to her ſtrong box, and wok out the fatal jave- 
lin, which flew to pierce Ruſtan, notwithſtanding 
Bis cuiraſs: he cried out loudly, and at this cry the 
princeſs thought the again knew the voice of her 
unhappy lover. 
She ran down ſtairs, with her ty diſhevelled, 

and death in her eyes as well as her heart. Ruſtan 
had alreeady fallen, all bloody, into the arms of his 
father: ſhe ſees him. Oh, moment! oh, ſight! oh, 

diſcovery of inexpreſlible grief, tenderneſs, and . 
horror! She throws herſelf upon him, and em- 
braces him: You receive, ſaid ſhe, the firſt and laſt 
kifſes of your miſtreſs and your murderer. She 
pulls the dart from the wound, plunges it in her 
heart, and dies upon the body of the lover whom 
ſhe adores. The father, terrified, in deſpair, and 
ready to die like his daughter, tries in vain ro 
bring her to life ; ſhe was no more: he curſes the 


8 fatal dart, breaks it to pieces, throws away the two 


fatal diamonds; ; and whilſt he prepared the fune- 
ral of his daughter, inſtead of her marriage, he 


cauſed Ruſtan, who weltered in his blood, and 


had ſtill ſome remains of lite, to be. carried to his 
Alace. F 


He was put its bed: the firſt ect he ſaw on 


. 
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each fide of his death-bed were Topaze and Ebene. 
This ſurprize made him in ſome degree recover his 


ſtrength. Cruel men, ſaid he, why did you aban- 
don me? Perhaps the princeſs would ſtill be alive 
if you had been with the unhappy Ruſtan. I have 
not forſaken you a moment, ſaid Topaze: I have 


been always with you, ſaid Ebene. Ah! what do 
you fay? why do you inſult me in my laſt mo- 


ments? anſwered Ruſtan with a) langwthing voice. 


\ You may believe me, ſaid Topaze; you know I 
never approved of this fatal journey, the dreadful 
conſequences of which I foreſaw. I was the eagle 
that fought with the vulture and ſtript it of its fea- 
thers; I was the elephant that carried away the 
baggage, in order to force you to return to your 
own country; I was the ſtreaked aſs that carried 
you, whether you would or no, to your father; it 


was I that made your horſes go aſtray; it was + 


that cauſed the torrent that prevented your paſlage; 

it was I that raiſed the mountain which ſtopped up 

a road fo fatal to you: I was the phyſicians that 

adviſed you to return to your own country; I was 
the pie that cried out to you not to fight. 

And 1, faid Ebene, was the vulture that he ſtript 

of his feathers, the rhinoceros who gave him a hun- 


dred ſtrokes with my horn, the clown that beat the 


| ſtreaked aſs, the merchant who made you a preſent 
of camels to haſten to your deſtruction; I dug the 
cavern that you croſſed, I am the phyſician that 
encouraged you to walk, the raven that cried out 
to you'to combat. 

Alas! ſaid Topaze, © Remember the oracles; 
«< If you go to theeaſt you will be at the weft.” Yes, 
{aid Ebene, here the dead are buried with their 


faces turned to Yhe weſt : the oraclè was plain 


* 1 you did r not underſtand i it. Vou 
peoſſeſ- 
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poſſeſſed ind you did not poſſeſs ;” for you had the 


diamond, but it was a falſe one, though you did 


not know it. © You are conqueror and you die, 


you are Ruſtan and you ceaſe to be ſo;“ all has 


deen accompliſhed. Whilſt he ſpoke thus, four 


white wings covered the body of Topaze, and four 
black wings that of Ebene. What do I fee! cried 
Ruſtan. Topaze and Ebene anſwered together, 
You ſee your two geniuſes. Good gentlemen, 
cried the unhappy Ruſtan, how came you to med- 
dle? and what occafion had a poor man for two 
geniuſes? It is a law, anſwered Topaze; every man 


has two geniuſes. Plato was the firſt man that ſaid 
ſo, and others have repeated it after him; you ſee 


that nothing can be more true: I, who now ſpeak 
to you, am your good genius; I was charged to watch 
over you to the laſt moment of your life; ; of this 


tal J have faithfully acquitted myſelf. 


But, ſaid the dying man, if your buſineſs was to 


125 me, I am of a nature much ſuperior to yours; 


and then how can you have the aſſurance to ſay 


you are my good genius, ſince you have ſuffered 
me to be deceived in every thing I have undertaken, 


and ſince you ſuffer both my miſtreſs and me to die 
miſerably ? Alas! ſaid Topaze, it was your deſtiny. 


If deſtiny does all, anſwered the dying man, what is 


a genius good for! : And you, Ebene, with your four 
black wings, you are, doubtleſs, my evil genius. 
You have hit it, anſwered Ebene. Then I ſup- 
poſe you were the evil genius of my princeſs like- 
wiſe, ſaid Ruſtan. No, replied Ebene, ſhe had an 


evil genius of her own, and I ſeconded him perfect- 


ly. Ah, curſt Ebene! ſaid Ruſtan, if you are ſo ma- 


licious, you don't belong to the ſame maſter with 


Topaze : you have been formed by two different 
* one of whi ch is by nature good, the 
„ 12 other 
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bother evil. That does not follow, ſaid Ebene, this 
is a very knotty point. It is not poſſible, anſwered 
the dying man, that a benevolent being could 
create ſo deſtructive a genius. Poſſible or not poſ- 

ſible, replied the genius, the thing is juſt as I ſay. . 

Alas, ſaid Lopaze, my poor unfortunate friend, 

don't you ſee that that rogue is ſo malicious as to 
encourage you to diſpute, in order to inflame your 
blood and haſten your death? Get you gone, ſaid 

the melancholy Ruſtan, I am not much better ſa- 
tisfied with you than with him: he at leaſt ac- 
knowledges that it was his intention to hurt me; 
and you, who pretended to defend me, have done 

me no ſervice at all. I am very ſorry for it, ſaid 
the good genius. And I too, ſaid the dying man 
there is ſomething at the bottom of this which I 
cannot comprehend. Nor I neither, ſaid the good 
genius. I ſhall know the truth of the matter in a 
moment, ſaid Ruſtan. We ſhall ſee that, ſaid To- 
paze. The whole ſcene then vaniſned. Ruſtan 
again found himſelf in the houſe of his father, which 
he had not quitted, and in his bed, where he had 


* 


* 


wean | 
He awakes in aſtoniſhment, ſweating all over, 
and quite wild; he rubs himſelf, he calls, he rings 
the bell. His valet-de-chambre, Topaze, runs in, 
in his night-cap, and yawning. Am I dead or alive, 
. cried out Ruſtan? ſhall the beauteous princeſs of 

Cachemire eſcape ? Does your lordſhip rave? an- 

/ 
Ah! cried Ruſtan, what then is become of this 
barbarous Ebene, with his four black wings! it is 


he that makes me die by ſo cruel a death. My 
lord, anſwered Topaze, I left him ſnoring above 
ſtairs, would you have me bid him come down? 
The villain, fatd Ruſtan, has perſecuted me for fix 
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months together : it was he who carried me to 

the fatal fair of Kaboul ; it is he that cheated me of 

the diamond with which the princeſs preſented me; 
he is the ſole cauſe of my journey, of the death of my 
| Princeſs, and of the wound with a e of which 

I die in the flower of my age. 

anke heart, ſaid Topaze, you were never at 
| Kaboul; there is no princeſs of Cachemire; her 

father never had any children but two boys, who 

are now at college: you never had a diamond: 
the princeſs cannot be dead, becauſe ſhe is not 
born; and you are perfectly well in health. | 

What! is it not then true that you attended me 

wWhilſt dying, and in the bed of the prince of Ca- 

{cliemire ? Did you not acknowledge to me, that, 

in order to preſerve me from ſo many dangers, you 

| were an eagle, an elephant, a ſtreaked aſs, a phyfi- 

- clan, and a pie? My lord, you have dreamt all this, 
anſwered Topaze : : our ideas are no more of our 
on creating whilſt we are aſleep than whilſt we 

are awake: God has thought proper that this train 
ol ideas ſhould paſs in your head, moſt probably to 

convey ſome inſtruction to you, of 9 you may 
make a good uſe, 

You make a jeſt of me, replied Ruſtan, how 

long have I lept? My lord, faid Topaze, you have 

not yet flept an hour. Curſt reaſoner, returned 
Ruſtan, how is it poſſible that I could be, in the 
"pace of an hour, at the fair of Kaboul fix months 
ago, that I could have returned from thence, have 
travelled to Cachemire, and that Barbabou, the 
princeſs, and I, ſhould have died? My lord, faid 
Topaze, nothing can be more eaſy 2nd more com- 
mon; and you might have travelled round the 
world, and have met with a great many more adven- 
_ foes in much belt time. | p 
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Is it not true that you can, in an hour's time, 


read the abridgment of the Perſian hiſtory, written 
by Zoroaſter ? yet this abridgment contains eight 
hundred thouſand years. All theſe events paſs be- 


fore your eyes one after another, in an hour's time. 

Now you muſt acknowledge, that it is as eaſy to 
Brama to confine them to the ſpace of an hour, as 
to extend them to the ſpace of eight hundred thou- 


fand years; it is exactly the ſame thing, Imagine 


to yourſelf that time turns upon a wheel whole di- 


ameter is infinite. Under this vaſt wheel is a nu- 
merous multitude of wheels one within another; 


that in the center is imperceptible, and goes round 
an infinite number of times, whilſt the great wheel 
performs but one revolution. It is evident, that all 
the events which haye happened from the begin- 


ning of the world, to its end, might have happened 
in much leſs time than the hundred thouſandth part 
of a ſecond; and one may even go ſo far as to 


aſſert that the thing is. ſo. 

I cannot comprehend all this, ſaid Ruſtan. If 
you want information, ſaid Topaze, I have a parrot 
that will eaſily explain it to you. He was born 
ſome time be the deluge; he has been in the 
ark; he has ſeen a. great deal; yet he is but a yer 


and a half old: he will relate to you his hiſtory, 


which is extremely. intereſting. 
Go fetch your parrot, ſaid Ruſtan, it will amuſe | 


me till I again find myſelf diſpoſed to fleep. It is 
with my ſiſter, the nun, ſaid 'Topaze; I will go and 


fetch it; it will pleaſe you; its memory is faithful; 

it relates in a ſimple manner, without endeavouring 
to ſhew wit at every turn. So much the better, 
ſaid Ruſtan, I like that manner of telling ſtories. 
The 8 A ee to kim, ſpoke in this 


manner: —— 
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N. B. Mademoiſelle Catherine Vade could ne- 


ver find the hiſtory of the parrot in the common- 
place: book of her late couſin Anthony Vade, au- 
thor of that tale: this is a great misfortune, con- 

fidering what age that fone lived: in. | 
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END or VOLUME FIRST. 
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